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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

15th  Salt and Pepper Club 
 

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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Our Vision:  
To make Christ’s love 

known in the world today 

and to live out his teaching 

A LETTER FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

THE PARISHES of BERE REGIS and AFFPUDDLE 

with TURNERSPUDDLE 

Our Mission:  
To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 

music and the arts; 
 

To encourage everyone in the 

Christian faith through example, 

learning and spiritual growth; 
 

To make our churches open and 

welcoming to all, and supportive of 

those in need; 
 

To challenge injustice at home and 

abroad and to balance our care for 

the environment. 

Dear Friends 

After all the months of lockdown it has been good to gradually see some things 

start to open up again.  Our churches have been open for private prayer a 

couple of times a week for a few weeks now and they have all had a Sunday 

service once during August.  Numbers are restricted, but thankfully we haven’t 

had to turn anyone away yet.  Rules on the wearing of masks has changed three 

times in three weeks!  The 

Streamed Services are 

continuing too for those who 

don’t want to venture out just 

yet.  Technology still manages 

to get the better of me, but 

everyone is very patient.  It 

was lovely to be able to 

gather (socially distanced, of 

course) at the War Memorial in 

Bere Regis on VJ Day and hear 

the bells pealing.  Thankfully, 

there is enough room up in the 
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ringing chamber for four ringers to socially distance.  Things have got a bit busier 

at The Vicarage as the family has taken turns to visit.  I do enjoy the early morning 

walks with grandson Zach when we take Zinnie out, we always have some very 

interesting conversations.  Both Zach and Ruby joined Zinnie for a paddle in the 

stream later on in the evening and we spent an enjoyable morning and early 

afternoon at the beach before it got too crowded.  I’m pleased to say that I have 

had quite a few sea swims this summer.  The Vicarage pond has had a clean up 

thanks to younger daughter Lucy and her partner Sam – you can now see the 

bottom!  I’m pleased to report that Zinnie hasn’t managed to scare off the frogs or 

the hedgehog that visits the garden.   

I hope you are able to take advantage of the reduction in restrictions as 

lockdown eases further, some things seem very scary though and make us wonder 

what a new normal will be.  There are things we will have learnt from last six 

months or so that we will be able to use in the future.  This reminds me of how 

everything we’ve done in the past helps form our future.  Sir Winston Churchill said, 

‘If we open a quarrel between past and present, we shall find we have lost the 

future.’  We can’t look back and think how perfect everything was in the past, 

let’s go back there, and equally we can’t say, nothing is any good unless it’s up to 

date and with it.  It’s much better to say that we can learn from our past, and 

from much that’s good in our present life, all these lessons will help us plan for the 

future.  With God’s help, I pray that our future will start to look a little brighter and 

safer for all. 

With blessings, Sandra 

RESUMPTION OF SERVICES IN CHURCH AND 
STREAMED SERVICES VIA ZOOM 
 

Full information on the services which are taking place in September are given 

opposite. 

If people are interested there is also mid week streamed worship available, 

contact Sandra, or the Benefice Office (woolchurchoffice@gmail.com) for details. 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8:30am Morning Prayer 

Thurs 3rd, 17th, 24th 9pm Night Prayer (Compline) 

Wed 2nd,16th, 23rd, 30th 10am Holy Communion 

Thurs 10th 7pm Holy Communion 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

   

   

   

   

   

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  
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ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 

 

Email: alison@culverdell.co.uk 
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BISHOP’S LETTER 

From Bishop Nicholas… 

The impact of COVID-19 is changing 

us. In many ways, people have 

stepped up to look after each other. 

Churches have been part of this but 

i t’s been a much broader 

movement of neighbourly care. We 

have applauded the NHS and care 

workers and we have redefined 

who are the key workers. The desire 

to look after each other is strong. 

Every organisation has had to change rapidly. Churches have adapted locally 

extraordinarily fast. Thank you for all you have done to help. None of us knows if 

this is the new normal but at the end of summer it looks as though the winter 

could be long and difficult. This virus is not yet finished with us. 

We are being tested. The virus is not limited by national boundaries. It is a global 

pandemic. There have been some key moments and our responses have been 

revealing. The death of George Floyd in Minneapolis set off an international 

movement that Black Lives Matter. Who are the people we want to celebrate 

and why? We have been too slow re-evaluating the statues populating our 

public space and frustration boiled over. People want to be dealt with justly and 

we need to rework our history so that it helps us tell a better story in our own day.  

For example, there are lessons for us with regard to slavery. Church was part of 

the problem and became part of the solution. We were among those who 

profited from slavery and claimed it was part of God’s given order. We were also 

among those who campaigned for its abolition. In this respect my predecessor 

Bishop Burgess (1825-37) was courageous in the late eighteenth century in 

articulating his opposition to slavery. Nowadays no-one is in favour of slavery and 

the Church is among those challenging modern-day slavery. The question for us is 

why there was a re-evaluation of the way we understood scripture that changed 

our values and the way we acted. 

One of my favourite Bible stories is from Matthew 22.15-22 when the religious 

leaders tried to trap Jesus with a political question. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 

emperor? Smelling hypocrisy, Jesus asked whose image is on a coin? They 

answered the emperor’s. “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s 

and to God the things that are God’s.”  

It’s a clever and enigmatic response. Whatever it means about God and Caesar, 

paying taxes, and the Christian engagement with political life and power, a Jew 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  



72 

September 2020 

 

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Let 

Angie Talbot 472483 19 Bladen Valley angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  12 noon 

Briantspuddle Village Hall, 

in conjunction with Coffee 

Shop 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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at the time of Jesus would have heard an unspoken second question: ‘And you, 

whose image are you made in?’ We are called to live as people made in God’s 

image.  

That at the heart of who we are and we need 

to take care to live up to it. A time of crisis is 

both a judgement and an opportunity.  

Diocese of Salisbury Academy 
Trust (DSAT) 

Do you have a desire to serve? 

Do you enjoy working with and 
for children and young people? 

The Diocesan multi academy trust is developing and growing, placing a deeply 

Christian vision at the heart of the Trust and its 18 schools. We are seeking people 

of faith for several vital roles. Might God be speaking to you about foundation 

governance? Supporting a school to become the best it can be for the children 

and young people in your area. Might God be speaking to you about becoming 

a part of the Trust Board as a foundation director? - being a part of the Trust’s 

overall governance, shaping strategy and the Trust’s work.  

 If so we would love to hear from you. 

 Currently we have a particular need for foundation governors and a Chair of 

Governors for our primary school in Wilton but where ever you live in the diocese 

we would love to hear from you – there are DSAT schools near you! 

 Christian service is at the heart of all we do, as we help young people to develop 

excitement in learning and to live life to the full. We put God’s love into action 

through our values of love, reconciliation, hope, forgiveness, peace, grace, 

justice and joy. Working with our parishes and communities, we encourage an 

understanding of the significance of faith through teaching, worship and prayer. 

 We really hope to hear from you. Please email: joy.tubbs@salisbury.anglican.org 

 

DSAT APPEAL 

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:joy.tubbs@salisbury.anglican.org
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CATHEDRAL NEWS 

Salisbury Cathedral’s Spirit & Endeavour exhibition 

This year Salisbury Cathedral opened its largest art exhibition for 20 years as part of 

its 800th anniversary celebrations.  

Sadly, within a week, the lockdown due 

to coronavirus was imposed and 

although the public had access to the 

exhibits outside, nobody was able to see 

the artworks inside - until now.  

Celebrating 800 years of Spirit and 

Endeavour comprises 20 pieces of work 

by some of the most important 

contemporary artists of the 20th and 21st 

century, including Antony Gormley, Henry 

Moore and Grayson Perry. 

Visitors can see sculpture, tapestry, kinetic 

and digital installations on the lawns and 

inside the building. 

The cathedral has had to reduce the number of 

people it can welcome at one time for safety reasons, 

so visitors need to book in advance. 

Opening hours are Monday to Saturday 10am to 

2.30pm. 

If you are unable to visit in person, you can take a 

virtual tour of the exhibition (there’s a family friendly 

version too) by visiting www.salisburycathedral.co.uk 

Curated by Jacquiline Creswell, the cathedral’s visual 

arts adviser, the exhibition runs until 2021.  

A catalogue is on sale with listings supplied by 

galleries, museums and foundations.  

• Sadly, Confluence, the much-anticipated flower 

festival has been postponed due to the coronavirus 

restrictions. 

More than 300 flower arrangers from across the 

Diocese of Salisbury were due to join festival designers 

Michael Bowyer, Pam Lewis and Angela Turner to put 

 

Large Reclining Figure by Henry Moore keeps 

watch in the rain on the cathedral’s 800
th
 birthday 

in April. 

 

When Soak Becomes Spill by 

Subodh Gupta on Choristers’ 

Green stands as a beacon of 

light and hope in troubled times. 
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 

http://www.salisburycathedral.co.uk
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Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280492 or  

07968 290333 

SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 
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on the show in September. 

The Festival has been postponed until 2022. 

“The festival will run from Tuesday 10th to Sunday 15th 

May 2022,” said Michael. 

“The decision to go to 2022 is because in 2021 both 

Chichester and Winchester already have festivals 

planned.” 

(Pictures copyright Katharine Shearing). 

The tapestry Death of a 

Working Hero by Grayson 

Perry is on display in front of 

the cathedral’s west door. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funerals 
 

St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

Wednesday 12th August  -  Elaine Standfield 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

BERE REGIS BELLRINGERS 

Return of the Bells 

At 2 minutes after 11.00 o’clock on Saturday 15th August the 

church bells rang out again to signal the end of the 2 

minutes silence to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VJ 

Day. 

Only 4 bells rang because of Covid 19 precautions, but they 

all remember August 1945 very well, and were no doubt pleased and thankful to 

return to duty for such an important act of remembrance. 

For the time being, 4 bells will be the maximum that can be rung at the same time 

because the ringers must keep 2 metres apart in the small ringing chamber 50 feet 

up in the tower.  

We have worked out a drill to enable safe ascent and descent of the narrow and 

winding tower staircase. This will allow us to ring for services as and when they get 

under way again. 

Because of the precautions we will not be able to hold the regular Wednesday 

evening practices and regretfully will not be able to teach any new recruits. This is 

a worry as one or two of us can just about remember 1945 and are rather less 

resilient than the bells! So if you are inspired to learn, please get in touch with 

Adrian Standfield on 01929 471 774 and we will introduce you to the band, explain 

how it all works and have you ready to ring just as soon as ‘normal service’ can be 

resumed.  

Jon 
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

everyone as each months draw is made. Thanks go to Mike Menzies for running 

this for us again this year. 

August saw the village hall start a socially distanced coffee morning on Tuesdays 

between 10am and 12 noon. Please come along and enjoy a brief chance to 

spend some time with one another over a cup of tea or coffee and again help us 

raise funds for the hall.once the weather turns, providing we can adhere to indoor 

regulations we hope to be able to continue the coffee morning making use of the 

main hall as and when the weather dictates the need until then we will continue 

using the area outside between the jubilee room and the shop. Please come in 

through the village hall main doors and not down the side of the shop. 

Once again it is very encouraging that the hall has been able to play a small part 

in providing a little bit of normality back to our lives. 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible and in the meantime take 

care and stay safe. 

Stuart Chorley, Chairman of Briantspuddle Village Hall Trustees 
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As I write this months article the main hall at the 

village hall s being decorated. By the time you are 

reading this all the inside areas of the village hall 

will have been decorated and waits looking shiny 

and new to welcome us back as lockdown 

continues to ease. 

Our village hall is now able to be declared “covid safe” and so from September 

onwards it is available for hire subject to any new government guidelines and the 

hirer complying with regulations required for its use. We look forward to seeing the 

hall gradually return to some forms of normal use. At the same time by means of 

the entrance doors and the lobbies the hall will continue to provide a means of 

providing a one way system for the shop. 

Please contact Angela Tozer, our booking 

secretary, with any enquiries re hiring and using 

the hall and one of us will gladly meet you there to 

discuss what can be achieved. 

A big thank you to everyone who has taken part in 

this years 100+ club. It will undoubtedly be our 

single largest fund raiser this year and good luck to 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

Working in the shop is a great way to meet people from across the parish, share 

stories and news whilst customers make purchases. And now on Tuesdays feel a 

part of the village hall coffee morning as customers take their turn to come in the 

shop and maybe have a coffee whilst they wait. 

We continue to be grateful to the village hall who allow us to use the building for 

queuing and sheltering. Our customers continue to show their gratitude for 

everything they have with many donations to the food bank (please keep them 

coming, we know there is a local need). 

We are always on the look out for new volunteers, whether it’s a shift one morning 

a fortnight in the shop, cleaning once a month or collecting the stock. It’s all done 

by volunteers which is what makes the shop so special and rewarding. If you’d like 

to be a part of this great community facility, please get in touch. 

And don’t forget to submit your entries for the Village Shop calendar. We’d love to 

have your photos or pictures of arts and crafts we can include in the 2021 

calendar. Please email to Briantspuddle.shop@gmail.com or drop into the shop. 

Ali Chorley, Chair of Briantspuddle Post Office and Village Shop Association Ltd 
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SANCTUARY FLOWER GUILD 

Sept 5/12th  Enid Leigh 

 Sept 19/26th Moira Mathers 

 

mailto:Briantspuddle.shop@gmail.com
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DORSET CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE 
SATURDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

The annual sponsored bike ride (or walk, or by horse/pony) is going ahead this year 

on 12th September. The riders raise money by sponsorship, either by payment for 

each church visited or as a lump-sum for all visited.  

Funds raised are split as to 50% for Dorset Historic Churches Trust and 50% for any 

charity of the rider’s choice. 

If you want to ride and haven’t already obtained the paperwork please contact: 

Richard Smith (Bere Regis) or 

Richard Killer (Affpuddle) 

It is hoped that the Church porch will be open at Bere Regis during the day for 

riders passing through. Affpuddle Church should be open through the day too. 

There will other churches open throughout the county although some may be 

closed for Coronavirus safety reasons. 

Let’s hope for a fine day! 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE SHOP – NOT 
JUST FOR COIVD-19 

(subtitled confessions of a village 
shopkeeper!) 

Someone shared with me this month an article in the 

August edition of Countryfile magazine entitled 

“confessions of a village shopkeeper” written by a 

volunteer in a community village shop during the 

COVID lockdown, not dissimilar to our little shop in 

Briantspuddle – it did make me giggle. Tales of 

villagers and volunteers. 

This month in Briantspuddle we hear cries of “frilly lettuce’s” and “fennel”, “should 

we limit the number of those people are able to buy so there’s enough to go 

round” and “will there be enough milk if everyone from the campsite comes and 

buys it”. To which my answer is “I’m happy for anyone to buy anything” and if 

that means one of us needs to pop out in the afternoon to buy more milk then so 

be it. 

Cherries have been the new bananas this 

month, we’ve been getting through 2 boxes a 

week!. We’ve had fresh blueberries from 

Puddletown. And we’ve been able to sell 

“Briantspuddle” courgettes and runner beans 

thanks to those who had too many! 

We have a new email address especially for 

p l a c i n g  o r d e r s  –  p l e a s e  u s e 

Briantspuddle.shop@gmail.com or you can of 

course call on 01929 472000  between 9.00am 

and 12.00 noon. We are happy to arrange 

delivery on a Wednesday or a Friday if you are 

unable to come into the shop. 

Don’t forget we are able to get your daily paper or magazine. We can accept 

newspaper vouchers. We are delivering papers 7 days a week. Please call or 

email to place your order. 

We’ve seen volunteers go back to work, welcomed volunteers back to the shop 

and new people into volunteering. We’ve been able to hear news of weddings 

(albeit small) and new babies! The swifts have nested and now flown. We melted 

in the heat and marvelled at the community spirit. All in all a summer that will be 

remembered. 

 

 

mailto:Briantspuddle.shop@gmail.com
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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AFFPUDDLE CHURCHYARD MOWING ROTA 

  Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 

31 Aug – 13 Sep 

  

Henry Hogger Ian Kaye Ken Kilbank Ivor Bryant 

14 – 27 Sep 

  

Richard Killer David Payne William Smith Roger Prideaux 

28 Sep – 11 Oct 

  

Richard Hall David Hallatt Roger Smith Campbell De 

Burgh 

In order to maintain safe handling 

procedures for the use of the mowing 

equipment the following measures will 

remain in effect until further notice: 

1.  When you wish to mow the churchyard 

please contact me on my mobile 

telephone 07790 033596 to arrange a time 

to be let into the container. 

2.  Sanitising spray and paper towels will be 

kept inside the container and are to be 

used to clean the points of contact, 

handles etc, on all the equipment to be 

used. Sanitising is to be carried out before 

and after using the mowing equipment.  

3.  Let me when you have finished mowing and I will ensure that all mowing 

equipment has been sanitised and the container locked. 

It is completely understood that some individuals may be unwilling to resume 

mowing until the COVID-19 crisis is over and I only ask that they let me know if this 

is the case. 

Stephen Sanderson 
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OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 
BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  visiting  

preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

Our Sunday morning services restarted on 8th August and continue each week at 

10.30am.  The service content is restricted by Government guide lines, masks must 

be worn, and social distancing observed.  In spite of these, and other restrictions, it 

has been good to be able to worship together again.  The service is shown live on 

you tube for those unable to attend.  Other meetings are still closed. 

 

Donald Duck?! 

Some while ago I was watching 

a duck preening itself on a wide 

and fast flowing river.  The 

fascinating thing about this was 

that it was arranging the 

feathers on its back, so it had its 

head turned round facing its tail 

– and it was doing all this about 

three metres upstream from a 

weir. The water carried the 

seemingly quite oblivious duck 

towards the very edge of the 

weir and the drop over the 

edge, but the duck (perhaps called Donald!) suddenly realising it might be 

plunged over the edge, spoiling its nicely arranged watertight overcoat, quickly 

turned its head forward and paddled desperately back to its original starting point 

some three metres upstream.  Then it repeated the whole process again-  and 

again-  and again and ......! What incredible patience and will power. 

Why didn’t it do its preening where all the other ducks were? Perhaps it was a 

‘loner’, or it had fallen out with the others.  Why didn’t the other ducks tell this one 

determined duck how silly it looked, and anyway it would be far safer as part of 

the group, away in the calm shallows?  Or why didn’t the duck allow itself the thrill 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

 

B3390 – Road Safety  

Councillors were sorry to learn about a recent accident in the Parish along the 

B3390.  The Parish Council discussed measures which might improve road safety 

along this dangerous stretch of road.  Councillors will be liaising with the highways 

authority consider what can be done to improve on the current situation. 

 

On-Road Parking 

Concerns have been expressed to 

the Parish Council that some on-

road parking could obstruct 

emergency vehicles reaching their 

destination.  It is of course 

recognised that many houses lack 

the necessary off-road parking to 

accommodate resident and visitor 

vehicles.  However, the Parish 

Council asks that residents to be 

mindful of the need for access at 

all times.  Parking should not 

obstruct the use of the highway. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 9th 

September. Please check the Parish Council section of the Community Website 

nearer the time for the agenda and information about how to join the meeting if it 

is once again to be held remotely. Residents wishing to raise issues may also 

contact the Parish Clerk in advance of the meeting if they prefer. 

Sue Jones, Chairman 

 



64 

September 2020 

 
13 

September 2020 

 

of plunging over the edge into the unknown waters below, that were moving on 

to the sea?  Only that persistent and beautiful duck knew why it was doing what it 

was doing.   

Perhaps our lives can sometimes seem a bit like that duck, circumstances interrupt 

what we want to do.  We try to carry on but we are carried unwillingly forward 

until there is a decision to be made, either retreat or we slip into unknown territory.  

The restrictions that ‘covid’ has put on us has affected us in that way, and still 

does, carrying us on into the unknown.  We can be fearful of the unknown, but it 

can also open up new and unexpected opportunities.  However we feel about 

the future keep in mind that the future is not unknown to God.  He wants us to trust 

our lives to Him and let Him take care of the future.  There is a hymn which puts this 

very well, here is the first verse. 

I do not know what lies ahead, the way I cannot see 

Yet One stands near to be my guide, He will show the way to me. 

May God bless each one of you at all times in these uncertain days. 

“God will keep in perfect peace all those who trust in Him, whose thoughts turn 

often to the Lord. Trust in the Lord  God always, for in Him is your everlasting 

strength.”  Isaiah 26:3-4 (Living Bible) 

 

Just a smile 

It was a foggy night and little Jane knew that her father would be late home.  At 

bedtime, as she was saying her prayers, she asked “And God, please bring daddy 

safely home through the fog.”  Just then the front door opened and her daddy 

called up the stairs, “Hallo everyone, it’s me.”  Jane opened her eyes for a minute 

then closed them again. “Thank you God”, she said, “that was really quick.” 

Young Kenneth was very keen to have a baby brother or sister.  He kept asking his 

mother why they couldn’t get one, after all, his pal’s mother got one.  His Mum 

explained that they could not afford one at present, but perhaps later.  One day 

Kenneth came home from school very excited.  “Come on Mum,” he cried, 

“there’s a notice outside the church hall.  All welcome – children half price!” 
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mess and issue dog control orders against individual owners for offences 

including allowing their dog to foul in a public space. Councils can issue fixed 

penalty orders and serious cases can result in prosecution. 

If you witness dog fouling, the best place to log the incident is with the Dog 

Warden at Dorset Council. The link to the website is below. 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environmental -health/dog-warden-

service.aspx 

The Parish Council will be contacting the Dog Warden about this matter and 

hopes to work closely with the Officer to improve the situation.  

  

Refuse Collection 

The Parish Council is contacting Dorset Council to ask that bins are placed back 

carefully with lids on after collections as this is not always the case and as we 

approach winter, they are more likely to fill with water. Councillors have also 

been aware of several missed or late collections recently. Dorset Council has 

further advice and information on its website and there is also a link to report a 

missed collection.  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/report-a-bin-problem/

missed-bin-collection.aspx 

Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environmental-health/dog-warden-service.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environmental-health/dog-warden-service.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/report-a-bin-problem/missed-bin-collection.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/report-a-bin-problem/missed-bin-collection.aspx
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

The Parish Council meeting on 12th August was once again held remotely in order 

to comply with Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around 

movement and public gatherings are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all 

meetings remotely. 

 

Section 137/133 – Grant application deadline 30th September 
2020 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 137 and section 133, 

the Parish Council sets aside a sum of money in its budget each year which can 

be applied for by local organisations for projects which will be of benefit to 

residents within the Parish.  The budget set aside from the precept for 2020/ 21 is 

£400. The deadline for applying for these grants has been extended to the end of 

September. There is further information and an application form available on the 

Briantspuddle Community Website under Council Procedures, Policies, Plans and 

Registers.  Any applications need to be made by 30th September and will be 

considered at the October Parish Council Meeting.  Any awards will be paid 

following the November Parish Council Meeting. 

 

Dog fouling 

Parish Councillors have been made aware of a 

particular issue concerning dog fouling along 

footpaths in the parish as well as along verges and 

roadsides. Dog fouling laws are in place because 

dog faeces are not only unsightly and unpleasant 

but also represent a serious health hazard. More 

information is available on the Community website 

under Council Notices but dog owners should be 

aware that the Clean Neighbourhoods and 

Environment Act 2005 allows local authorities and 

communities to create bylaws relating to dog 
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Elaine Standfield 

 

Adrian and Elaine wrote this eulogy 

together. 

Well what happened on 6th December 

1950 – it snowed enough that the 

ambulance couldn’t get over the hill to 

Chaldon Herring to collect Magi 

Haylock, so they loaded her into a farm 

vehicle and took her to Dorchester 

hospital, where she gave birth to a girl 

they called Elaine. 

Elaine’s father was a game keeper so 

from day one there were dogs, first Labrador, Spaniels and Terriers. 

In 1976 Elaine and Adrian had their first Collie and from then on Elaine always 

had Collies, difficult to be sure who was driving the vehicle at times. 

Elaine was not a dolly person, she preferred the boxes they came in, but she 

had a wooden trolly walker which she pushed everywhere.  It had a cut out 

pony on it and this started a life time love of horses and Elaine became very 

knowledgeable in the care and welfare of horses. 

Elaine’s mum was an excellent cook, on coming home from school there was 

always a cooked meal for Elaine which would steam up her glasses, which 

would annoy her.  On getting married in 1971 there was no way she was 

going to live on Pizza and Mars Bar so, fortunately for Adrian, Elaine became 

an excellent cook at home and made things for the Garden club parties, 

raising funds for the church tower roof and fed the bishop doing a walk 

staying over in Bere Regis.   

Cis Lewis asked Elaine for help doing flower 

arrangements for the Foresters Christmas Carol 

Service, this was about the time that she had to give 

up horses because of asthma.  From that time Elaine 

took lessons and did flower arranging in the church 

for many years with the help of her many good 

friends, putting on Flower and Quilt Festivals in the 

church, one of these raised £5000 shared between 

Fortunes Well, Dorset cancer Centre Poole and 

Cancer Research. 

OBITUARIES 
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Elaine was a great animal lover, not only dogs, but sheep and cows, 

they were a very big part of her life.  She would go to see her 

Herefords each day to see if they were ok.  If they didn’t feel like getting up 

then Elaine would sit down with them, talk to them for a bit and then when 

she got up to leave they would follow her up the field to see her go.  Sadly 

because of TB they had to be destroyed, this was a very bad time for Elaine.  

Most of the sheep had names and their families go back to Gracie and 

Bathsheba which were Elaine’s first sheep, Poll Dorset’s. 

 

Rev Charles and wife Felicity, sent this: 

We all have our treasured memories of this remarkable lady;  

Even before we arrived in Bere Regis, we heard that Elaine had been 

diagnosed and yet throughout our time she always appeared resilient, taking 

life as a matter of course; what an example! No fuss, no fripperies, just honest, 

loving kindness and helpfulness. 

As the leader of the Flowers Team, she always brought out the best in others, 

encouraging rather than interfering. She would always fulfil any task 

undertaken. 

We remember the wonderful Flower and Quilting Festival, produced by a 

team led by Elaine, and supported enthusiastically by her most loyal 

companion, Adrian.  

Often, I would see Elaine driving down the road to visit her beloved sheep. 

She would give me a wave and a smile. She had a natural way with her, even 

accepting bad news with reality. I always sensed she had what I call a 

‘natural faith’ loving the beauty of the rural landscape and the animals and 

plants within it. 

Most of all, it is the partnership between Elaine and Adrian that we most want 

to celebrate today.  They have always been there for one another, a deep 

love, respect and appreciation of one another. It 

has been the privilege for us to have been allowed 

to be part of their lives; thank you both! 

 

OBITUARIES 
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SEEING RED FOR HEDGEHOGS 
 

Hedgehogs are now officially 

on the Red List of endangered 

species published by the 

Mammal Society in July 2020. 

Hedgehogs are categorised on 

the list as Vulnerable to 

Extinction, which means there is 

still sufficient numbers for the 

population to return to healthy 

numbers again. But that is 

purely up to us. We have been 

responsible for their decline 

and if we don’t act now, 

hedgehogs could soon be lost 

forever. Our children, their 

children and all future generations will learn about hedgehogs in the same way 

that we learnt about woolly mammoths and dinosaurs. 

Hedgehogs face many dangers and need our help. Loss of suitable habitat in the 

countryside has driven them into our towns and villages as their last refuge. Here 

they face problems with rats, rodenticides, dog bites and increased risk of traffic 

accidents. The latest figures for hedgehog road traffic accidents (RTAs) has been 

estimated at between 167-335,000 hedgehogs killed annually in GB. 

Many people across the rural county of Dorset are going out of their way to help 

the hapless hedgehog. Inspired and led by the Dorset Mammal Group, residents 

in towns and villages are developing hedgehog friendly streets by making holes 

in, or under, garden fences and walls for hedgehogs to pass through. Gardeners 

are also encouraged to adopt hedgehog friendly activities by not using slug 

pellets and leaving areas of rough ground where hedgehogs can forage.  Log 

and brushwood piles are being created for hedgehogs and many residents are 

offering supplementary food and water.  

In addition to these measures, which anyone can do, there is a growing army of 

volunteer hedgehog rescues, carers and rehabilitators, looking after sick, injured, 

orphaned or underweight hedgehogs across Dorset.  

The Mammal Society has estimated that hedgehogs may have declined by as 

much as 73% in the last twenty years. Please help your town or village to become 

more hedgehog friendly, and if you care about hedgehogs and want to help 

them, get in touch with the Dorset Mammal Group at 

hedgehogs@dorsetmammalgroup.org.uk. 

Colin and Susy Varndell 

Photo: Colin Varndell 

 



60 

September 2020 

 

through the village to the cemetery, where the service was held.  The church bells 

were rung.  My owner wanted to take me but it was too hot.  We went for a walk 

up there the next day it is a lovely peaceful spot and close to the field where 

Elaine kept her sheep.  She was a true country woman.   

I was taken to the war memorial for the short ceremony to mark VJ day.  It was 

raining so there were not very many there.  There were prayers, a two minutes 

silence and the bells were rung by four bell ringers.  The first time since lockdown 

that more than one person has been able to ring.    Apparently they were all 

masked up and the belfry windows were open.  At times like this it is important not 

to forget dreadful things happen in the world and are still happening now.   

At least at the time of writing it is cooler.  We have no County Show or no Steam 

Fair this year.  Still loads of people here on holiday so the roads are busy.    My 

owner gets up early takes me for a walk goes shopping and is back in the Village 

by ten before holiday makers all get up and are out and about.   

Our garden shed is still full of rubbish and the house is untidy what’s new.  We 

have had some socially distanced parties outside.  My arthritis is better but I will 

always be lame.  We will have to see next month what happens next. 

Jenny Stone 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER   

This summer will be remembered for a number of 

reasons, and perhaps also for the good weather, 

which at the time of writing have reached a record 

high.  Many of you know that cricket is one of my 

passions (I did manage to play a match), and I am 

pleased that restrictions on playing team sport are 

gradually being eased.  I hope by the time you read 

this that more aspects of life, such as amateur music 

making will also be permitted.   

Having restrictions in place has been difficult for us 

all, but the vast majority have been sensible and 

used common sense, which has meant that many restrictions have now been 

lifted. The Government will not be slow to act if it necessary to put in place 

further restrictions, but whilst being careful, we must begin to get back to normal. 

Many of you will have enjoyed taking advantage of the Eat Out to Help Out 

Scheme, as have I, whether with a coffee and cake in a café, or a meal out in 

the evening. It’s great that so many local pubs, cafés and restaurants have 

been able to take advantage of the scheme in so many different places. As life 

gets more back to normal, it is good to see support for many of our excellent 

local businesses.  

I have had numerous meetings with councillors across the political spectrum, as 

we continue to discuss cross party working to support the community. There 

have been some excellent community support initiatives during lock down, and I 

continue to be impressed by the work of so many groups right across the 

constituency, and I know that there are many unsung heroes working extremely 

hard in voluntary roles to help their friends and neighbours.  I want to say thank 

you to you all. 

I have also visited several local businesses, tourist attractions, charities and 

community groups to discuss how they are changing in response to the 

coronavirus. I have been incredibly impressed by how well people have 

adapted, in order to keep their business going, and yet still keep people safe. 

Whether healthcare settings, children’s entertainment, car repairs, or health and 

fitness, everyone is doing their best to stay positive.   

I was pleased to meet recently with the local Neighbourhood Policing Team to 

discuss how they are dealing with anti-social behaviour. The government has 

awarded an extra £266,000 to Dorset from the safer streets fund which is great 

news for our area.  

 Both BCP and Dorset Councils have been working hard to manage the high 
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

numbers of tourists to the area, which are 

of course vital to our local economy. I am 

pleased that despite the very high number 

of visits, that the number of infections of 

Covid-19 in Dorset have stayed very low. 

Sadly a number have left a mess after they 

have visited, and I shall certainly be taking 

part in the Great British September Clean 

taking part from 11th -27th September. This 

national campaign has been postponed 

from March, and aims to get as many 

people involved as possible. See my 

websites for updates closer to the time.  

 If you have an issue that you need help 

with, please do get in touch; you can email 

me on michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or contact my office on 01202 

624216.  

You can also follow what I’ve been doing on my website 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk Twitter @Michael4mdnp or Facebook 

www.facebook.com/michael4MDNP 
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her friends at the ice cream van.  It’s what passes for human entertainment these 

days.   I don’t mind I get a walk and ice cream. 

The Now TV sky subscription has not been cancelled and she is now watching 

another three test matches against Pakistan.   FIFTEEN DAYS but thankfully it has 

rained.  Good it means we don’t have to watch cricket all the time.  There are 

One Day Internationals next month but they only last one day.   Horror of horrors 

the Tour de France starts soon and that goes on for three weeks.  Even she cannot 

watch that all the time and records it so she can miss commercial breaks and skip 

the boring bits.  The daily highlights are the best way to watch it. 

My owner does not cope with the heat either and at night has been in the habit of 

taking chilled bottled water up to bed.  She bought one batch from a discount 

supermarket (Lidl in Price I think) She thought she was losing her grip when she 

could not remove the tops from the bottles.  I had to laugh at the sight of her 

standing barefoot in her bedroom wearing a flimsy pale blue frilly nightdress using 

a yellow rusty wrench to remove the tops from a bottle. 

Last month I was enthusing about butterflies but its all change this month.  

Cabbage white butterflies have visited the vegetable patch.  Monty Don on 

Gardener’s World said you should use nets.  We went to the garden centre and 

bought canes and pulled the net over flower pots on canes.  The butterflies still got 

in.  My owner did not like picking the caterpillars off the plants.  That was  Monty’s 

other suggestion.  The Kale was decimated.  Mary Chamberlain suggested an 

organic spray which did work so she knows better than Monty Don.  We are just 

hoping that they will recover. 

I was very sad to hear that my very first owner 

Elaine Standfield had died.  I will never forget 

Elaine.  Even now after over eleven years I 

would always give her and Adrian a big dog 

waggy welcome if I see them.  Elaine and my 

owner’s mum discussed my conception at a 

Gardening club Committee meeting and 

Elaine was there when I was born in the back 

of the van.   

My owner was invited to arrange flowers for 

the funeral and there were so many floral 

tributes the basket coffin looked like a flower 

bed.  Elaine loved her garden flowers and all 

the flowers used were from local gardens and 

picked from some of the wild flower 

meadows and arranged by her friends in the 

Flower Sanctuary Guild and the Women’s 

Institute 

The funeral cortege went from Elaine’s house 

 

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/michael4MDNP
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IT’S A DOG’S LIFE 

MORE HOT DOG DAYS!!!! 

What was I saying last month about it 

not being hot enough?  What was I 

thinking, I take it back.  It’s been hot 

enough this month.  The Tomatoes are 

ripening fast and the house stinks of 

Tomato and Chili chutney.  My owner 

has grown magnificent tomatoes ‘Big 

Boys,’ ‘Money Maker,’ and Sungold.  

Thanks  to Andy Smi th  f rom 

Briantspuddle who provided the plants.   It is a pity,  there are no village shows to 

show chutney’ vegetables and Flower arrangements.  My owner was very taken 

with her special odd shaped Big Boy but he has gone to a chutney pot in heaven 

now. 

Things are starting again.  There is to be a flower club meeting in September but 

this has involved a change of venue to Winterborne Whitechurch.  There will be 

quite a bit of reorganizing.  The speaker on the stage, maximum of 30 people, 

socially distanced, wearing masks, sanitizer, cleaning and no refreshments but it 

was felt they must make a start to finding the new normal.  For me, it’s back to 

being left at home alone. 

It has been so hot.  I have been brushed and taken to the stream for a cool off.  If 

I lie down I can get most of me under 

water.  There are lots of Mums and 

children down by the bridge in the 

Stream.  I don’t think they like being 

di s tu rbed 

by a hot 

d o g 

wanting a 

cool off.  

My dog 

w a l k e r 

takes me 

to Sue 

Steggals garden where I can have exclusive use of 

the stream there. 

At the ice cream van I was treated to ‘old sock’ 

flavour dog Ice cream.  Very nice but I prefer vanilla.  

That’s my owner’s favourite.  She laughs as she meets 
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Draft Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Strategy  

This has now been published, and a 

target date for carbon neutrality set at 

2040. Dorset Council (DC) has published 

the first draft of their Climate and 

Ecological Emergency strategy which is 

available online. 

Since the Council declared a Climate 

and Ecological Emergency back in May 

2019, teams of councillors and officers have been working hard via dedicated 

sector Task & Finish groups to devise this strategy, which will provide the direction, 

scope and ambition of the Council’s action plan to address climate change 

across Dorset. This strategy brings together a considerable amount of work and 

recommends areas for action that will deliver a realistic and achievable 

approach to ensuring Dorset Council (DC) is carbon-neutral by 2040, a full 

decade ahead of the UK government’s 2050 target for the whole country. 

Recommendations from the strategy document include (but are not limited to): 

 

Maximise renewable energy opportunities of all DC buildings; convert all off-grid 

DC buildings to heat pumps or biomass, convert heating of all on-grid buildings to 

hydrogen-ready hybrid heat pumps, install largest possible capacity solar arrays 

on every building. 

Construct large renewable energy installation on Council-owned land to meet 

Council’s demand. 

Ensure Dorset Council supports sustainable development by prioritising social and 

environmental well-being as well as economic value. 

Carry out internal waste audits across our operations and create waste reduction 

plans. 

Increase biodiversity on identified areas of Council land and increase area of 

Council owned or managed land for ecological & carbon sequestration 

outcomes. 

Change as many vehicles within Council fleet as possible to ultra-low-carbon 

replacements. Provide electric vehicle charging points and other ultra-low-

emission fuel alternatives across the Council property estate. 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/climate-and-ecological-emergency.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/climate-and-ecological-emergency.aspx
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/g4930/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Jul-2020%2010.00%20Dorset%20Council%20-%20Place%20Scrutiny%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/g4930/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Jul-2020%2010.00%20Dorset%20Council%20-%20Place%20Scrutiny%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/g4930/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Jul-2020%2010.00%20Dorset%20Council%20-%20Place%20Scrutiny%20Committee.pdf?T=10
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Look at new ways of working to reduce carbon emissions as people move from 

home to work. 

Encourage green business growth and tourism as Dorset becomes the clean air 

place to live and visit. 

Tackling the climate emergency will require significant investment at all levels of 

society, with Dorset Council needing to invest large sums of money over the next 

20 years to become a Carbon Neutral Council. 

The Council has a key role in lobbying government for clear policy and the 

financial support needed as we look to a zero-carbon future. We will work with 

partners to look for support and opportunities for external funding, making sure 

Dorset gets its fair share. 

We will consult the public and key stakeholders in order to gather views on our 

proposed approach as set out in the strategy. We want to know if residents think 

we have this strategy right, have identified the correct areas for action, or whether 

any points are missing or need further consideration. 

We intend to do this later in the year following the development of a costed 

delivery plan. The details within this strategy will be further developed into a set of 

clear actions to be undertaken by Dorset Council. We will use the ‘Areas for 

action’ within the document as a basis for this but will also continue to draw upon 

the actions raised through our ‘Call for ideas’ and ‘Inquiry Day’ sessions earlier this 

year. 

This Action Plan will set out our objectives, specific detailed actions, responsibilities, 

timescales and performance measures. We will also include details of other key 

partners required to help deliver these actions, the scale of potential carbon 

savings and the associated co-benefits. 

It is vital to recognise that the world has changed dramatically since we declared 

a climate emergency over a year ago. The COVID-19 pandemic has left Dorset 

Council with huge financial challenges that need to be urgently addressed. 

Balancing what we need to do to address climate change with our legal 

requirement to provide statutory services will be a challenge but is key. 

 

Financial Situation 

Dorset Council recently outlined its latest financial position, including the impact of 

the COVID-19 response on budgets. In summary the total cost of the financial 

impact of COVID-19 to Dorset Council is £60m. This is as a result of additional 

spending and lost income due to COVID-19: 

Additional expenditure responding to increased demand for social care for adults 

and children, extra PPE for employees, support for people who were shielding, etc. 

Lost income from suspension of car parking charges, closure of leisure centres and 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

 

Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 

Pop In Performers Group 

We are really missing all the children and everyone that attends Performers group. 

We really hope that we will be able to start this much loved village group back up 

again in January 2021 we may possibly look into an outdoor performance during 

the summer of next year if things are still restricted. 

 

Please Check out Pop In Place Website popinplace.org  where I will be posting all 

the up to date info about the group. 

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/climate-and-ecological-emergency.aspx
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/g4930/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Jul-2020%2010.00%20Dorset%20Council%20-%20Place%20Scrutiny%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/g4930/Public%20reports%20pack%2023rd-Jul-2020%2010.00%20Dorset%20Council%20-%20Place%20Scrutiny%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/climate-and-ecological-emergency.aspx
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other commercial services, and lower than anticipated income from business 

rates and council tax. 

COVID-19 has had a very significant impact on Dorset Council. The Government 

urged councils across the country to do “whatever it takes” in response to the 

pandemic and Dorset Council acted appropriately, supporting residents, 

communities and businesses through the crisis. 

Dorset Council has so far received two rounds of funding totaling £21m from 

Government to support the council’s budget pressures as a result of COVID-19. 

The Government recently announced a third round of £500m funding for local 

government in England, but Dorset Council has not yet received the full detail of 

its share of this financial support. It will consist of grant funding (Dorset Council will 

receive £2.7m), an income support scheme (details to be confirmed), and 

support for collection funds.  However, it is highly unlikely that this will fully address 

the current year’s budget gap which is now forecast at £43.1m. 

Unless additional Government funding becomes available, Dorset Council will 

have to manage this forecast budget gap using its reserves. The General Fund 

reserve of £28m combined with other previously earmarked reserves are sufficient 

to enable the council to continue to operate throughout 2020/21. 

While Dorset Council has sufficient reserves to survive this financial year, our 

overall financial position as a result of COVID-19 is of real concern. It will be 

unsustainable to take this continued level of expenditure into the next financial 

year, 2021-22. However, we will continue to explain the financial reality of the 

situation to government and our local MPs and therby seek additional funding to 

reduce the impact. 

We will also need to enter into a really challenging budget setting round for next 

year and future years. This will identify tactical savings and will involve developing 

a transformation programme which enables the 

council to meet the needs of Dorset’s residents 

within the funding available.  

 

Ironman 

The following statement was recently issued 

regarding the IRONMAN 70.3 Weymouth event: - 

With the health and safety of our community 

being an utmost priority, and after further 

discussions with and direction from Weymouth 

Town Council and Dorset Council in relation to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, we regret to confirm 

that the IRONMAN 70.3 Weymouth triathlon 
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originally scheduled for Sunday 20 September cannot take place in 2020 and will 

return in September 2021. 

In a meeting earlier this week, Dorset’s multi-agency Safety Advisory Group was 

satisfied that IRONMAN’s proposed health and safety measures were well thought 

through and that participants, staff and the wider public would have been 

sufficiently protected from potential COVID-19 infection. 

 However, following discussions at both Dorset Council and Weymouth Town 

Council yesterday, councillors have requested that IRONMAN reschedule the 

race to 2021, citing local community concerns around such a large event taking 

place during the pandemic and their feeling that the timing just isn’t right at the 

moment. 

 Athletes that are registered for the event are receiving an email with further 

details. While we are prevented from holding the event in 2020, we are looking 

forward to providing athletes with an exceptional event experience in the future. 

 

Surgery  

We are not holding face to face meetings now. However, we would be delighted 

to ring and talk to you. Please ring or email us with the subject matter so that we 

can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com 

telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 
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POP IN PLACE NEWS 

Have the courage to begin again …. New 
Rainbow Café is starting  

The Pop In Place will be opening the New Social 

Distance Rainbow Community Café On Friday 11th of 

September at 10am until 12 noon things will be different 

as we have to adhere to the new Covid  safe guidelines , so  the café will be held 

upstairs to have more room to spread out. There will be hand sanitizers on the 

walls to use as you enter and your details will be required to tack you if an 

outbreak is reported. You will be expected to keep 2, metres apart and 1 meter if 

you are wearing a mask.  

Although things will be rather different, we feel it is important to try to provide a 

safe environment for the community to get back together it’s been a long time 

since we have been able to operate and we are stronger together.  

 

COVID SAFE TRAINING  

There will be a Covid safe training session for all helpers and anyone who wants to 

volunteer with us on Friday 4th September at 10am. Please email me on 

popinplace@gmail.com if you are going to be attending I will lead the session  on 

our new Covid safe guidelines and how we will put them into practice and then 

Janette from the pub will give a short talk on her experiences of running her 

businesses during Covid. 

 

Bere Regis Memory Walk … Walk your own Walk  

We have had to cancel the Bere Regis Memory Walk this year, but you can still 

help the Alzheimer's Society by doing your own private or family walk. My family 

and I will be going on a walk and then making a donation to this Just Giving page 

that I have set up for the "Bere Regis Memory walk, walk  your own walkers  

" h t t p s : / / w w w . j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / f u n d r a i s i n g / a l i s o n - b e n n e t t 2 8 

So anytime up until the  12th of September why not walk for a world without 

dementia and make a donation. 

Covid 19 has had a massive negative effect on all fundraising; here is a small and 

enjoyable way you can make a real difference to people living with dementia. If 

you would prefer to give me a cash donation that is fine and can be dropped to 

my house 3 Rye Hill Close in an envelope marked Memory Walk Donation and I 

will add it into the fund. So please support the Alzheimer’s Society and Lets all … 

Walk for a World Without Dementia. 

mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Falison-bennett28%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3UglCLpccytRRx24RoiZO-9rfpjyXkWaaF56FDqoyCyTy5kJitTgQpQ1A&h=AT28gKfymfumONAzmOgpBnOrQ17Dtn0QpGhIE88LesHwC5Ez5ECCo0cA-D_fovyM22NY9NTXODi0tY_uheBD90e
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VILLAGE HALL  

The Village Hall Open from 1st September 
for permitted usage only 

The Hall will be available for social distance use ie 

meetings of groups etc, but we cannot hire out for 

exercise or dance groups or performers group until the 

rules change. 

There has been much work carried out to make the hall 

Covid safe, you will need to sign a contract to comply to 

the new regulations, there are strict rules that users must adhere to if you hire the 

building: Including carrying out a full risk assessment and present it to the Trustees 

for approval, there will be compulsory cleaning (by you) before and after your 

group’s use.  

Please email the Chairperson popinplace@gmail.com for more information if you 

are interested in hiring the building.  

The Village Hall AGM will be rearranged for a later date see magazine for details   

 

Defibrillators in Bere Regis All of 
these are Public Access 

Drax Arms West Street  - Visible from street on front 

wall 

The Village Hall North Street  - Visible from Street on 

front wall 

The Sports Club end of North Street  -  On Wall of 

the larger white building near entrance (not the 

old barn building) 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There is a defibrillator at the Doctors Surgery Manor Farm Road for use by them it 

would only be available when the surgery was open. 

Monday -Friday 8.30- 6.30 Weds 8.30 -4pm 

There is also a defibrillator at the school that would only be available when the 

school is open. 

 

 

 

VILLAGE 

HALL 
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Dorset Property Care 
Allan Slater 

Based in Briantspuddle 
 

 Services 

 Building maintenance 

 General joinery 

 Garden maintenance 

 Ground works 

 

07973 158092 
 

allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 
www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 

THANK YOU TO ALISON KEOGAN AND TRISH 
WHITE 
 

These two lovely ladies have been part of our volunteer delivery team for parish 

magazine subscribers for many years.  Through sun and shine, through wind and 

rain, they have done one of the largest delivery rounds in the village.  We extend 

our grateful thanks to both of them for all they have done. 

Grateful thanks now to James Hawkins who is taking this over from them.  James 

has been a complete star during lockdown, in that he has taken on three other 

rounds as well as his own.  Now that things are getting slightly better he has 

returned some to their ‘rightful owner’s’ but still continues to deliver to more than 

fifty houses.  Thank you James. 

BERE REGIS NEWS 

mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
mailto:Allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
http://Www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

To Autumn – John Keates 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness 

Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 

To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees, 

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 

 

Autumn Fruitfulness 

The above words are from the first lines of John Keates poem ‘To Autumn’. These 

words were penned by the romantic poet in 1819, towards the end of his short 26 

year life and after a walk near Winchester. Although the strength of the sun is 

fading at this time of year its past energy is evident in the bountiful fruits to be 

seen in the hedgerows. No doubt many of us will have gathered blackberries at 

some time. There are plenty of other fruits, seeds and nuts to be found in the 

area, sustaining wildlife and some for our enjoyment – hazel nuts (although you’ll 

be lucky to beat mice and squirrels to ones ripe to eat); elderberries for wine, jam 

and syrup; and sloes for gin (but don’t pick them until after the first frost). And, of 

course, our gardens may be bearing fruit – apples, pears and perhaps a few 

‘exotics’ like grapes and figs. Seeds are less obvious but equally important for 

wildlife – for example, finches and other birds love thistle seed. You may not have 

thistles in your garden but you can still do your bit to attract birds. Help birds 

survive the coming colder months by not pruning flower heads back until the 

Spring or put out feed – finches love nyjer seed (why – because it is thistle seed!).  

 

Nature Sightings 

We would be very interested to hear of your local wildlife sightings (common or 

unusual), so as to build up a picture of what is about and when it first arrives / 

emerges. Last month, we asked for reports of Glow Worm sightings. We were 

really pleased to receive several reports of Glow Worms being seen along the 

fringes to May’ Wood at dusk, and of past sightings in the Doddings area. Do let 

us know if you see any. 
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Not a day goes by 
 

There’s not a day goes by when I don’t 

think of you 

Not a day when you don’t cross my 

mind 

Every day I remember our happiness 

How you were always loving and kind. 
 

Every day that passes I remember you 

And you’re always a happy memory 

For you gave me life and 

understanding 

No wonder you meant so much to me. 
 

You taught me everything that I know 

Told me to always tell the truth 

You were always there with a helping 

hand 

To guide me through my happy youth. 

When you go 
 

When you go don’t leave me wordly 

treasures 

Or money, what do I need with these? 

For you have given me so much in life 

You’ll leave me such happy 

memories….. 
 

For I shall see you in the morning sun 

I’ll see you in the early sunrise 

I’ll hear your laughter in the song of a 

bird 

And in the stars I’ll see your smiling eyes. 
 

I’ll see your friendly smile in the rainbow 

I’ll hear your voice in the wind in the 

trees 

And everywhere I look I shall see you 

For you’ll leave me such happy 

memories. 
 

You told me to always trust everybody 

To look for the good in everyone 

To me you’re full of warmth and 

happiness 

To me you’re like the morning sun. 

 

I’ve seen how you treat everybody 

How you always do your best to please 

And I should like to be like you 

Then I could leave such happy 

memories. 
 

And I shall see you in the setting sun 

And in the moon shining on the silver 

sea 

I’ll see you there on a starlit night 

You shine as bright as any star for me. 

And when you go, go with a happy 

heart 

All the birds will be singing in the trees 

The angels will be there to welcome 

you 

And you’ll leave me such happy 

memories. 
 

And when you go, go with a happy 

heart 

I know the angels will be singing up 

above 

For you make the world a much 

brighter place 

And you’ll leave me such memories 

and love. 

Eileen Richardson 

You taught me how to behave in life 

To always repay evil with good 

You told me to always turn the other 

cheek 

It’s not easy to do as I should. 
 

You told me to never shirk things in life 

When there were things I didn’t want 

to do 

Now when I face up to challenge 

It’s only because of you. 

 

No wonder I think of you every day 

And you’re with me no matter what I 

do 

Every day I remember our happiness 

Not a day goes by but I think of you. 

Eileen Richardson 
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POETRY CORNER 

Eileen’s daughter Lesley writes: 

She wrote 'Not a day goes by' after the death of her own Mother, who had 

worked hard to give her a happy childhood. A little while after that she thought 

she would like to write a poem about her father too. He was always cheerful and 

brought a lot of happiness to many folk throughout his life. Indeed he was well-

known in his later life as 'Tea-boy Ted' at Poole hospital. He cheered up many 

patients over a number of years there by dressing up to serve tea and spend time 

chatting. Mum wrote 'When you go' to be a cheerful memory of all the goodwill 

he shared.  In fact Mum wrote both of these as songs, but again they are equally 

suitable as poems. 

advanced section for the stalwarts who had been 

performing almost weekly since the Olympics. We 

spent a lot of time listening to each other and 

getting the feel of the piece we were due to drum 

to. It was quite visceral being part of a drumming 

collage where three different rhythms are vying for 

dominance. Apart from the slight hearing loss I 

suffered after rehearsals, I thoroughly enjoyed taking 

part.  

In the end, our efforts proved to be too ambitious for 

the occasion. When we actually practised in the 

venue, we found it really difficult to keep time as we 

were very spread out (half of us at each end of the 

pitch) and we had to get to our positions while drumming. The size of the stadium 

meant that there was a time delay in us hearing each other. Gradually over the 

rehearsal, the complexity of our composition was diminished until we were just 

banging the drums as loudly as we could, all to the same rhythm. We were split 

into two groups and arranged along the ends of the pitch where our team would 

practise before the game. As a lifelong Spurs supporter I found myself drumming 

for Arsenal! 

So, on 17th May, there I was playing a drum in the FA Cup Final. This time I was on 

the winning side as Arsenal beat Hull City 3-2, after being 2 goals down after the 

first 10 minutes. They had drawn back to 2-2 by the end of normal time and 

scored the winner in extra time. An eventful match for them and for me and the 

end of my newly discovered playing career.  

I later joined the Gamesmaker Choir which led onto singing at major Rugby 

tournaments at Twickenham, Wembley and the London Stadium. But that’s 

another story … 

Peter Gordon 
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Lizards 

If you keep an eagle eye out 

you may see a lizard basking in 

the warmth of the sun, or more 

likely darting away for cover as 

it hears you approach. The 

common lizard is, as the name 

suggests, the UK’s most 

common lizard. It frequents a 

range of habitats including 

h e a t h l a n d ,  m o o r l a n d , 

woodland, grassland and even 

gardens. They can be 

variable in colour, but 

usually a brownish-grey, 

often with rows of darker 

spots or stripes down the 

back and sides. Common 

lizards can live up to 5 years. 

By contrast, the sand lizard is 

far rarer, with the female a 

sandy brown colour and the 

male displaying green 

flanks, brightest through the 

mating season.  Sand lizards 

are confined to sandy heathland and sand dunes. We are fortunate to have both 

types of lizard in this area, with common lizards seen around May’s Wood and on 

Black Hill with sand lizards on Black Hill. Sand lizards can live up to 20 years. The 

sand lizard lays eggs from which its young hatch, whereas the common lizard 

incubates and hatches the eggs within its body, giving birth to live young. Photos 

taken by Tony Bates are shown below. If you would like to see these photos in 

glorious colour, please sign up to our e-mail list by contacting 

mike.n.g@outlook.com 

 

Nature Notes 

We are continuing to post occasional Nature Notes on the village Facebook 

page and distributing them to all on our e-mailing list. Do look out for them – they 

provide some information on local and seasonal wildlife sights, be they plants, 

animals, insects etc, and are accompanied by some amazing photos. Let us 

know if there is anything you would like us to cover and if you have any photos 

we could post, please email them to us. If you would like to be included on the e-

mailing list, please contact us. 
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Conservation Working Parties 

Over recent years our volunteers at the conservation working parties have really 

helped to improve the wildlife value of the natural habitats alongside the stream 

and at Souls Moor. We hope to recommence the working parties in October with, 

of course, appropriate social distancing. More details will appear in next month’s 

Parish Magazine, through the village Facebook page and our e-mail list (if you are 

not on it and would like to be, please e-mail mike.n.g@outlook.com).  

 

Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our e-mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com /  01929 471563  

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or 

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 0775 988 4942 

 

51 

September 2020 

 

volunteers were being split into knights and drummers to move the large team 

banners around the field. Randomly I ended up as a knight battling for Borussia 

Dortmund. We were taken through the narrative of the ‘story’, having to learn 

choreographed fights, positions where the TV cameras would be in amongst us 

and orderly entrances onto and exits from the field. We rehearsed over a couple 

of weeks and then the anticipation levels rocketed when the costumes arrived. In 

heavy suits of armour and waving around substantial ‘weapons’, we were put 

through our paces. It all felt very different with the costumes on. Running on and 

off was difficult and just knowing what was going on around us was challenging. 

When the helmets were on, it was hard to hear 

instructions and there was limited peripheral 

vision. We managed by supporting each other 

and by counting in the moves. After several 

goes, body memory began to take over and 

the whole thing became a dance. It was 

exhausting! 

Excitement abounded when we turned up for 

the Dress rehearsal at Wembley. There we 

were on the famous turf, although we soon 

realised it was under sufferance. The eagle 

eyed groundsmen kept us under close scrutiny 

and, if the tip of a sword hovered half an inch 

above the grass, we were barked at and 

berated. For most of the rehearsal, there were 

hordes of besuited knights almost tippy toeing 

around the hallowed pitch.  

The 25th May arrived and it all went off like clockwork. We strutted our stuff in front 

of an 86,298 crowd and a sizeable TV audience, although when we later looked 

at the TV coverage, there was very little of us and an awful lot of pundit 

speculation. The downside for me was that I was in yellow representing Borussia 

Dortmund, at the time managed by Jürgen Klopp, and we lost to Bayern Munich 

2-1. Still, it was another heady dose of adrenalin in a large stadium setting. 

I wasn’t done yet. The following year I was able to fulfill a lifelong ambition – to 

play in an FA Cup Final at Wembley. Again, through one of the Olympic networks, 

I heard that the Pandemonium Drummers, a group of Olympic volunteers who 

had been amongst the thousand drummers who accompanied Evelyn Glennie 

playing at the Opening Ceremony, had landed a gig playing at Wembley for the 

FA Cup Final between Arsenal and Hull City. They were trying to recruit some new 

members to fill out the numbers needed for the event. I couldn’t resist and signed 

up immediately. 

I attended some drumming workshops where I was taught fairly rudimentary 

rhythm patterns and organised into the beginners’ section of the group. There 

was also an intermediate section for those who had some experience and an 

 

https://football.fandom.com/wiki/J%C3%BCrgen_Klopp
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I played in an FA Cup Final at Wembley!  

The recent Arsenal FA Cup win revived memories of another occasion when I 

played for them in an FA Cup Final at Wembley. So how did it come about that, at 

the ripe old age of 64, I found myself in this situation? The road to Wembley started 

two years earlier when, on 27th July 2012, I had the honour and privilege to perform 

in the London 2012 Olympics 

Opening Ceremony. At the time, 

although it was the culmination of a 

great deal of hard work, there was a 

job to be done. With the eyes of the 

world (80,000 people in the Olympic 

Stadium and 100 million on TV) upon 

us, we had about fourteen minutes 

in our section, Pandemonium, to 

clear the arena of the previous 

“Green and Pleasant Land” 

scenario, depict the Industrial 

Revolution in all its grime and 

splendour, including the forging of 

the Olympic Rings, and then strike 

the whole lot so that the NHS could move in. 

There was so much going on and so much to remember, choreography, 

positioning to avoid collisions, set removal, in-ear cues and synchronization with 

music, that we had to be totally focused on the task in hand. It was only 

afterwards that the sense of ecstatic achievement could be experienced – we 

had done our friends, families, Danny Boyle and our country proud! 

What could possibly come after such 

an amazing experience? The euphoria 

lasted for some considerable time and 

was relived over and over again 

through the social networks and 

‘reunions’ that had been established 

amongst the various groups of Olympic 

performers and volunteers. It was 

through one such group that another 

volunteering opportunity came up. 

They were looking for people to 

perform in the opening ceremony of 

the 2013 UEFA Cup Final at Wembley. The match was between two German 

teams, Borussia Dortmund and Bayern Munich. The theme was to be a game of 

chess involving knights in red or yellow, the colours of the two teams.  

I turned up at Barnet’s practice ground for the first rehearsal and found that the 
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

Flu clinics Bere Regis Surgery 
2020 

Any patient eligible for the flu vaccine, 

please phone the surgery after 10.00 in 

the morning to make an appointment 

for a flu vaccination.  

Patients 50-64 years with no long term condition will be advised in November if 

there are vaccinations available for them.  If you particularly wish to have a flu 

vaccination before then we would recommend that you contact your local 

pharmacy. 

This year we ask you to: 

 Arrive at the exact appointment time 

 Provide easy access to your upper arms 

 Wear a face mask or face covering 

 Stay at home if you or a household member have symptoms 

 Please phone 01929 471268 to book your appointment 

 

CARERS NEWS 

Training 

Are you interested in attending any training courses in the future? Possible courses 

could include first aid, manual handling, mental health first aid and condition 

specific courses on things such as dementia. Subject to availability and demand, 

courses would be funded by Carer Support Dorset. Please contact on 0800 368 

8349 if this would be of interest. 

On Wednesday 16 September, we will be running a 2-hour Increasing emotional 

resilience workshop with Daran Bailey. This has been funded by Carer Support 

Dorset and will be free to carers. If you would like to register then please contact 

us on 0800 368 8349    

 

Coping with anxiety after lockdown 

Laura Clifford-Jones MBACP, Adult & Young Persons Counsellor, gives some tips in 
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THANK YOU 
Bernice, Andy, Mark, Jane and family wish to say a big thank you to all our friends 

and neighbours for your cards and lovely wishes for our sad loss of Cyril, and for all 

his friends from the sports club (or should I say his second home) for their 

wonderful friendship over the years. 

our latest blog on how to cope with anxiety now that lockdown restrictions are 

lifting. For anyone interested in accessing Laura’s counselling services, she offers 

concessionary rates to carers who state they are registered with Carer Support 

Dorset 

https://www.carersupportdorset.co.uk/news/coping-with-anxiety-after-lockdown/ 
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dollop of decibels from the emergency services, can only add insult to injury, 

especially at such hours in the morning. 

I have never been a fan of parody. To my way of thinking, as a writer, if you need 

to resort to parody, then you are scraping the bottom of the barrel. Having said 

that, I found myself mentally rewriting one of Simon and Garfunkel’s greatest hits. 

The Sound of Sirens has an almost oriental twist and could be full of eastern 

promise, for anyone with an inclination to have a go. 

Eastern promise was something we noticed in abundance, when travelling in 

Thailand a few years ago. Somehow, we got involved in a little folkie session 

involving two Thai girls, who were very keen to sing songs for us, in their best 

perceived English (most of which was probably learned by osmosis). 

One of their songs was “Puff Magix 

Dlagon”, which went well, until they got to 

the word frolicked. That transposed into 

florricked. The word rascal became lascal. 

It sang as follows, “Puff Magix Dlagon, 

rived by the sea, and florricked in the 

Autumn mist in a rand corred Honory. Ritter 

Jackie Paper, ruvved the lascal Puff and 

blought him stlings and sealing wax, and 

other fancy stuff”. 

It was a stout effort and we rewarded 

them with rapturous applause, as their 

faces beamed from ear to ear. After that, 

there was no stopping them, as they 

launched into ten gleen bottles, followed 

by gleen glow the lushes oh. Gleen glow gave the old song an almost radioactive 

facelift. 

These querky exchanges reminded me of the caricature of an eastern gentleman 

who took a job in supplies, at a factory just outside London. On his first day at work, 

he was nowhere to be found, until the foreman opened a cupboard door, at 

which point, the new employee jumped out in front of him, uttering the immortal 

word “supplies”. 

All of this takes me back with fear and trepidation, to Simon and Garfunkel and 

the Sound of Sirens. Other questionable songs up for grabs, from around the same 

era, could be Isrand of Dleams by the Splingfields, Seven Dlunken Nights by the 

Dubriners, or Felly Closs the Mersey, by Gelly and the Pacemakers. Just after that 

could be Clocodire Lock by Erton John and then more recently Loobie, loobie 

loobie by the Kaiser Chiefs, but enough of this sclaping the bottom of the ballel, 

when we rive in what can onry be desclibed as vely selious times. 

Paul J Openshaw May 2020 

 

https://www.carersupportdorset.co.uk/news/coping-with-anxiety-after-lockdown/


48 

September 2020 

 

We’ll begin with a box and the plural 

is boxes  

But the plural of ox becomes oxen, 

not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose but two are 

called geese 

Yet the plural of moose should never 

be meese. 

You may find a lone mouse or a nest 

full of mice 

Yet the plural of house is houses not 

hice. 

 

If the plural of man is always called  

men, 

Why should not the plural of pan be 

called pen? 

If I speak of my foot I show you my 

feet, 

And if I give a boot, would a pair be 

called beet? 

If one is a tooth and a whole set are 

teeth, 

Why shouldn’t the plural of booth be 

called beeth? 

The Sound of Sirens 

We woke up at 6 o’clock in the morning, not to the vibration of an alarm clock 

but to the sound of sirens. It was impossible to know, which of the emergency 

services was involved, but with the recent forest fires not too far away from here, 

we did think it was likely to be the movement of fire engines.  

Any which way, it made a change from the chirrup and twitter of bird song, which 

generally wafts through our bedroom window, at that time. When a person is 

trying to focus on what particular day of the week it might be, the last thing 

needed, is the doppler effect. Being grateful for small mercies, however, we were 

glad that we did not live at the other end of our village.  

The significant drawback with the other end of the village, is that it backs onto the 

bypass, which gives it a significantly high level of rumbling road noise. The extra 

Then one may be that and them would 

be those , 

Yet what in the plural would never be 

whose. 

And the plural of cats, not cose. 

We speak of a brother and also of 

brethren, 

But though we say mother, we never say 

methren. 

The masculine pronouns are he, his and 

him 

But imagine the feminine, she, shis and 

shim. 

 

Let’s face it – English is a crazy language. 

There is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in 

hamburger, 

Neither apple nor pine in pineapple, 

English muffins weren’t invented in 

England. 

 

At this point I must leave you and God 

Bless You All. 

Goodbye until the next time. 

Ted Cox 
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BERE REGIS WI 

In an effort to distract us all from current 

circumstances, this month we’d like to take you 

back to July 1939, when 650 members of Dorset 

WIs came together to celebrate The Spirit of 

Dorset in an ambitious pageant made up of a 

prologue and eight episodes or scenes from key moments in the history of Dorset.  

The only Bere Regis WI record of this 

came in the form of the programme that 

was discovered during a recent house 

clearance. However, we’ve been able to 

find more information online in The 

R e d r e s s  o f  t h e  P a s t , 

w w w . h i s t o r i c a l p a g e a n t s . a c . u k /

pageants/1201/, Angela Bartie, Linda 

Fleming, Mark Freeman, Tom Hulme, Alex 

Hutton, Paul Readman, ‘The Spirit of 

Dorset’. 

The pageant was written by Mrs E.A. 

Ramsden, with William Barnes, the Dorset 

poet, credited as an additional author. 

He is included as one of the main 

characters in the prologue, adding to an 

impressive list of key historical figures 

included in the drama: 

Barnes, William (1801–1886) – poet and 

philologist 

Chaucer, Geoffrey (c.1340–1400) – poet 

and administrator 

James VI and I (1566–1625) – King of Scotland, England, and Ireland 

Howard, Thomas, First Earl of Suffolk (1561–1626) – naval officer and administrator  

Howard [née Knyvett; other married name Rich], Katherine, countess of Suffolk (b. 

in or after 1564, d. 1638) – courtier 

Jesty, Benjamin (bap. 1736, d. 1816) – farmer and vaccinator 

Bell, Andrew (1753–1832) – Church of England clergyman and educationist 

He also appears as a character in the final episode when his poem, Praise of 
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Over The Hill 

Sitting at my computer  has now become something of  a rarity for me nowadays 

and I am seriously out of practice of producing articles for magazines but I know I 

must make the effort as there are so many things I want to write about in our 

countryside. Firstly I want to talk about the weather and “climate change”. 

Today we are experiencing a cool, wet day after a period of extremely high 

temperatures and lack of  rain for what seems to have been weeks. 

 Having spent all my 

working life in farm and 

estate management, I 

really feel for the farmers 

of today. They have been 

worrying of poor corn 

yields, some as low as 50%  

of that anticipated. This 

will mean a severe lack of 

wheat for flour, which 

could mean  very 

expensive flour products 

later in the year.  

While the milk, beef , sheep and pig producers are worried about the potential 

rise in feed prices because of the very poor barley yields  and the resulting rise in 

the price of  feedstuffs. This coupled with lack of grass for hay, haylage and 

silage, as well as poor grazing this summer, has meant that many farmers are 

having to consider selling stock earlier than anticipated. Which  could cause a 

glut on the market and extremely low prices. Anyone used to watching the 

maize crops growing throughout the countryside will have noticed that it is 

scarcely half the height it normally reaches. This maize is used for cattle feed and 

industrial fuel. 

What I think we can be more sure of this winter is our vegetable supplies, as most 

growers have irrigation systems, and as long as they can find the labour to 

harvest them it should be alright. 

Enough of this gloom and doom. I have just taken a few minutes off to help with 

the washing up and am changing the subject completely to some notes I have 

found in my folders concerning our English Language. I have no idea where it 

comes from and who the author is. So here goes. 

The English Language – Absolutely hilarious if  not confusing.:- 

 

LOCKDOWN STORIES 

 

http://www.historicalpageants.ac.uk/pageants/1201/
http://www.historicalpageants.ac.uk/pageants/1201/
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Dorset, written in the Dorset dialect, was set to music and sung by the entire cast. 

The episodes were allocated and produced by different collections of village WIs 

and were rehearsed locally, before being brought together for a formal public 

dress rehearsal. More highbrow than a similar pageant might be today, the 

episodes were: 

Episode I. The Conquerors, AD 45 

Episode II. Thersytes, AD 1390 

Episode III. The Abbess Departs Shaston, AD 1539 

Episode IV. King James Goes Hunting at Lulworth and Encounters a Witch, AD 

1615 

Episode V. Benjamin Jesty, AD 1805 

Episode VI. Woodbury Fair, AD 1860 

Bere Regis WI contributed to Episode V, where it appears that the initial wrath 

against Benjamin Jesty for his successful experiment to inoculate his wife and sons 

against small pox from a cow with cowpox appears to have been forgiven and 

the scene sees him celebrated for his success. 

The stated aim of the pageant was simple: to arouse ‘keen interest’ and kindle 

‘personal enthusiasm’ and 

‘memories which will be handed down to generations’, and, above all, to 

encourage ‘the Spirit of Old Dorset’. We hope in small part through this article 

we’ve been able to honour that aim. If anyone knows of family members that 

were involved in the pageant or has any photographs from the event, we’d love 

to hear from you. 

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 

Our Sad Loss 

It is with deep regret that we share the sad news 

that our long standing member, Elaine 

Standfield, passed away on 2 August 2020. We 

will miss Elaine in so many ways. Her cooking 

would have won her Master Chef at any time, 

with her malt loaf, scones, ginger cake, quiche or 

chicken/sweet corn tartlets. All of these, and 
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many more were generously supplied for parties and teas – particularly for cream 

teas served with her homemade strawberry jam.  

Quiz time and Elaine could be relied on for the answer to any question concerning 

food, along with those relating to the natural world. Her knowledge of plants was 

encyclopaedic and there was always a floral arrangement on our speakers’ 

table. 

As a WI committee member her contributions of suggestions and ideas were 

always welcome, as were her comments that kept us on the straight and narrow. 

She was rightly proud of our Group picnic on Stanbarrow Fort when it was our turn 

to host the annual group walk, and also when we fed a multitude of WI ladies at 

Group Harvest Supper. 

Whatever the event, occasion or meeting Elaine was there to help and support – 

our sad loss. 

Di Pitts, President, Bere Regis WI 
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy Cancelled 

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup Cancelled 

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup Cancelled 

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup Cancelled 

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

Trading Standards, the gold standard 

The hallmarking of 

gold and silver dates 

back to 1300 when 

K i n g  E d w a r d  I 

introduced it to 

protect standards and 

to prevent craftsmen 

committing fraud 

w h e n  m a k i n g 

jewellery.  The first 

stamp was a leopard’s 

h e a d  w h i c h 

symbolised the King’s 

m a r k  o f 

authentication.  The 

word ‘hallmark’ didn’t 

come into use until the 15th century when craftsmen took their artefacts to 

Goldsmiths’ Hall in London to be assayed.  Today there are four assay offices in 

operation, in London, Birmingham, Edinburgh and Sheffield. 

Hallmarking techniques and regulations have been fine-tuned since those early 

days.  The current legislation that governs hallmarking has been effective since 

the creation of the 1973 Hallmarking Act  which is enforced by trading standards 

officers. 

If a jeweller makes items of silver, gold, platinum or palladium and wants to sell 

them they are obliged to get them assayed which guarantees they are good 

quality.  The hallmark is then applied so it can legally be put onto the market. 

A 2019 report confirmed that up to a third of precious metal products supplied 

online are unhallmarked and could therefore be fake.  Jewellery fraud has 

consistently been an issue in the precious metal industry where counterfeit items 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

can be made and sold to the unsuspecting customer at a high price.    Fake 

jewellery affects the reputation of legitimate businesses and hurts the industry as a 

whole and without hallmarking enforcement many customers and legitimate 

businesses are exposed to fraud. 

If you believe you may have purchased counterfeit jewellery report it to Dorset 

Council Trading Standards by visiting  the Citizens Advice Consumer Service at 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or by calling their new freephone 

number 0808 223 1133.  

 

All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

g.lewis515@btinternet.com. 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
mailto:g.lewis515@btinternet.com
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BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

The Archaeology Section has now found over ten 

thousand things during 2020 and one of the most 

extraordinary things about this concerted effort during 

lock-down is that several unusual things are being 

revealed.  

As well as the continued finds of Romano-British materials 

and the following Anglo-Saxon period pottery, we have found an unusual number 

of post-mediaeval, or mid-16th to early 18th century building materials, bricks and 

tiles, which have definite evidence of soot or severe burning effects on them. 

These have been found in fields not far from the centre of the village.  

We know that there i s 

documentary evidence of severe 

house fires at Bere from 1633 

onwards and probably many 

more house fires not recorded in 

the press of the times. These new 

finds seem to suggest that after a 

house fire in the village, the 

debris was carted away by the 

only people with suitable horse 

and wagons, farmers, and the 

material was dumped on nearby 

land. They were probably paid a 

fee to carry the material away and simply dumped it in the fields and now it is 

being found.  

It is possible that new evidence will slightly alter this deduction, possibly in years to 

come, but the high proportion of bricks and tiles found this year points at only one 

possibility of how the village coped with these tragedies. The biggest "fire of Bere" 

began on 4th June 1788 which destroyed fifty houses and barns in the centre of 

the village. There was only one death, a blind man, who was buried the next day, 

5th June 1788 and recorded in the parish records. 

John Pitfield, Project Secretary 
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In the 5th episode from Bill Lucas’s book DORSET BORN, we learn about his 

experiences and adventures at school in the Bere Regis Boys School in Barrow Hill 

only 3 doors away from his home 

THE STORY OF CHILDHOOD IN BERE REGIS 

IN THE YEARS AROUND THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR  -  PART 5 
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