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ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 

 

Email: alison@culverdell.co.uk 
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Our Vision:  
To make Christ’s love 

known in the world today 

and to live out his teaching 

A LETTER FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

THE PARISHES of BERE REGIS and AFFPUDDLE 

with TURNERSPUDDLE 

Our Mission:  
To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 

music and the arts; 
 

To encourage everyone in the 

Christian faith through example, 

learning and spiritual growth; 
 

To make our churches open and 

welcoming to all, and supportive of 

those in need; 
 

To challenge injustice at home and 

abroad and to balance our care for 

the environment. 

Dear friends 

I love swimming, but I am not a hardy swimmer.  I’m not one of those who swims 

outdoors all year round.  I do like to take an opportunity though when I can.  It 

was obvious from about the third week in September that the weather was going 

to change, so I took advantage of one of those still glorious sunny and hot days to 

have a last swim in the sea.   

Off we went, Graham, Zinnie and I.  Zinnie was happy to paddle and fetch the 

ball, but still quite cautious of going in anywhere near her tummy and couldn’t 

understand why I wanted to go in deeper.  I left her on the beach attached to 

her lead with Graham and went off to have my swim in peace or so I thought.  I’d 

had a swim and then was floating having a lovely chat with a local when I 

suddenly turned round and found a dog next to me.  So, the great news is that 

Zinnie can swim – she’s not sure how – she did look quite astonished, but she has a 

very strong doggy paddle and she survived!  It’s not something she’s repeated 

yet. A docile paddle in the river is still the norm, but at least I know instinct can 

kick in if needed.   

Instinct is quite important to our survival – keeping ourselves and those we love 

from harm, making sure we have food to eat and water to drink, warmth, shelter 
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etc.  When we look at all that has happened and is still happening around us this 

year, it’s good to see that our instinct in the main has been to help each other.  

The mantra’s that the government have come up with are things that make sense 

to most of us – Stay home, Save lives, Save the NHS to Hands, Face, Space.  All we 

can do is try to keep each other safe, both physically and mentally.   

As a Christian my instinct tells me to pray, it’s not an easy thing, as St Paul says in 

his letter to the Romans, ‘The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs to deep for 

words.  And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit pleads for God’s people according to God’s will.’ (Romans 8:26

-27)  

It doesn’t look as if I’m doing much, and it doesn’t seem as if my prayers are 

answered, but it is the natural place to be.  I only know that as I groan and search 

for the words, God is groaning alongside me, alongside you and alongside the 

whole world in its pain.  The God of creation is the same God whose Son Jesus 

Christ died in agony on the cross, who was not defeated in death and therefore 

gives us hope; hope to pray for our leaders in the decisions they make, hope that 

this beautiful, wounded planet will eventually recover and hope in the life that is 

to come. 

 

Parish and Benefice news 

We’re entering the time of remembering in the church season.  This is a chance to 

remember our loved ones who are no longer with us, In past years we have had 

services to mark All Souls’ Day (2nd November).  This year there will not be a service 

at this time, but different ways to remember, open to everyone who has loved 

ones that they see no more.  During November, in Affpuddle churchyard, in the 

Peace Shrine, there is the chance to build a ‘Cairn to Remember’ – bring a 

pebble or pebbles which may or may not have your loved ones names on and 

place them in the shrine to build a cairn.  And in Bere Regis churchyard, near the 

South door, there will be the frame of a cross to fill with pebbles, again with or 

without names on.  Hopefully, this way, we can socially distance and safely 

remember our loved ones as we walk through our churchyards, stopping for a 

moment or two to remember in peace, love and thanks. 

Sunday 8th November is, of course, Remembrance Sunday. You will see elsewhere 

in this magazine the outline for the short act of remembrance on that day at the 

memorial.  It seems more important than ever that, as our world becomes 

increasingly more volatile, we concentrate on this theme of remembering, both 

corporate and individual, as we confront issues of war and peace, loss and self-

sacrifice, memory and reconciliation, forgiving and forgetting.   

I also wanted to write a bit about West Purbeck Benefice of which we are part. 

The last 18 months or so was meant to be a time of adjustment and settling into 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Let 

Angie Talbot 472483 19 Bladen Valley angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  12 noon 

Briantspuddle Village Hall, 

in conjunction with Coffee 

Shop 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Wedding 
St Laurence, Affpuddle 

26th September               Ebba Harper and Gus Rosier 

 

 
 

 

Interment of Ashes 
St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

21st September                 Cyril Cheeseman 

 

Funerals 
St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

7th October                         Richard Curtis 

8th October                         Raymond Percy 

the workings of a new benefice.  Three parishes (Affpuddle, Bere Regis and Wool) 

working together for the common good, being led by Carol Langford as Rector 

and assisted by Revs Jenny Alidina and Judy Hill, bringing together Lay Licensed 

Minister’s Jonathan Haigh and Brenda Pitfield from Bere and Affpuddle with Jenny 

Hunt and John Matthews from Wool.  You of course welcomed me to join that 

team in October, and I thank you for that welcome.  More readjustment.   

It was then announced that when the Lulworth parishes became vacant in May 

2020 there would be a proposal by the diocese to form a larger benefice of seven 

parishes.  We had already been working together covering services and 

occasional offices as required.  Again, readjustment and understanding needed.  

We have looked at service patterns and worked to make them manageable for 

everyone, we had started to look at a benefice vision and how mission could 

work across the benefice.  Then change happened again, but this time with a 

global pandemic.  Who could have foretold that.  There’s that word again, 

readjustment.   

We then received the devastating news that Rev Carol is now off on long term 

sick leave because she has a brain tumour.   

Where does this leave us as a benefice? – readjusting, feeling our way forward, 

trusting in God, praying for each other and working together, of which I’ll write 

more next month. 

With hope and blessings, Sandra  

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
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BISHOP’S LETTER 

From the Bishop of Sherborne, 
Karen Gorham 

November is a time for remembrance 

and 11am on 11th is always a poignant 

time as the nation stops for 2 minutes to 

remember those who have lost their lives 

in war. Last month I was walking by the South West Coastal path in Dorset, and I 

heard two boys speaking as they were running towards the cliff edge, what they 

said shocked me. One warned the other not to go too close to the edge of the 

cliff, and the other said ‘What a perfect way to die!’ They then proceeded to sing 

a song by Alicia Keys. That song itself is about a victim of gun crime, about his 

death and those left behind. It is interesting that if you put the words of the song 

into a certain search engine, the number for the Samaritans comes up on screen. 

What is life, when we have become somewhat immune to death? It is tragic that 

even children are wondering what the point of it all is and when we look back at 

the numbers of those killed in war – 20 million in the first world war, and 70 – 85 

million in the second world war, and 17 million in the holocaust, it is easy to skate 

over them. 

Covid-19 is making us all think, and I hope it helps us think differently. So far over 1 

million people have died, and every death is someone’s child, parent, 

grandparent, brother or sister. Life is precious as we protect ourselves, and our 

neighbours particularly the elderly and the most vulnerable. Everyone is made in 

God’s image, and death is definitely not nothing at all, as we are discovering as 

we anger over not being able to visit loved ones in nursing homes and are so 

grateful to those who have held hands of relatives dying in hospital. 

Many have found comfort at such a time from a prayer, anointing with oil or 

holding a cross in their hands, because God’s love promises much more than 

sentimental songs. Christians stand alongside those in the trenches, those in 

hospital, those at the graveside because life is precious, death is hard and hope 

eternal.  

Let us take the opportunity to make November a month when we truly remember 

everyone who had died and enable our local communities to remember too, not 

just with the sounds of bugles and silence, but by reminding people of God’s 

promises, that everyone is special and ‘that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord’. Romans 8:38,39 
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 



84 

November 2020 

 

 
Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280492 or  

07968 290333 

SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 
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Bells will peal 

10:45am All meet socially distanced around memorial with wreath layers  

10:50am single bell tolls  

The Priest says 

Let us remember before God and commend to his keeping: 

Those who have died for their country, those whom we knew, and those whose 

memory we treasure, and all who have lived and died in the service of others. 

The names from the War Memorial are read (see list overleaf) 

Last Post 

The Silence 

Reveille 

Reader says: 

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 

We will remember them. 

All: We will remember them. 

Wreaths are laid 

Reader says:  

When you go home, tell them of us and say, for your 

tomorrow we gave our today. 

Pause for thought. 

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 

Almighty and eternal God, from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, either by death 

or life:  Hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all whom we remember this day: fulfil in them 

the purpose of your love; and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing 

National Anthem  first verse only 

CHURCH NEWS 

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AT 
THE WAR MEMORIAL 

Sunday 8th November 2020 
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We are also on the lookout for sponsors to 

enable us to have two real trees outside 

decorated with led lighting, as well as 

decorating inside the hall as usual. Please 

let me know if you are able to help with 

this in any way. 

We will also be holding our annual 

Christmas lights competition, more details 

to follow, but unfortunately we will not be 

able to hold the awards evening 

celebrations as parties are not currently 

allowed. We have also had to take the 

sad decision that we will not be able to 

put on a New Year’s Eve party this year and it is highly unlikely that the Burns night 

celebrations will be able to take place either. So please join us with the events 

that we can put on and let’s look forward to some brightness at Christmas. 

In the meantime continue to be careful and keep safe. 

Stuart Chorley, Chairman of Briantspuddle Village Hall Trustees  

Mobile number 07818078191, Email schorley30@gmail.com 
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We are also registered with the national track and trace app and also maintain 

our own local track and trace records. 

Looking further on into this year we have also been giving some thought to 

Christmas and are determined to bring as much of Christmas as possible to our 

community. On that note here is some advance notice of events we are hoping 

to be able to hold. Specific times and dates to be confirmed. 

We are hoping to be able to hold our annual Christmas fair again this year albeit 

somewhat differently to previous years. We are hoping to have stalls outside under 

cover in the car park and on the grass area between the jubilee room and the 

shop. The main hall will be laid out the same as on café days and you will still be 

able to enjoy a turkey roll 

and some mulled wine 

along with a few other 

beverages to warm you 

up having visited the stalls. 

Unfortunately Santa won’t 

be able to join us this year 

as it’s absolutely essential 

he remains in the best health possible for his busy workload at Christmas itself. 

Previous years the community group have laid on an absolutely splendid 

Christmas lunch. We cannot hold the same party but through the village hall café 

it is our intention to hold a few Christmas lunches for smaller numbers. These will be 

available to anyone in the parish who would like to attend whatever your age. 

We will close the morning café events and instead open for pre booked Christmas 

lunches.  

As things stand at the moment you will be able to book tables seating from one to 

six people. We will have a maximum capacity of 24 people each time and the 

lunch will consist of a welcome drink a three course traditional  Christmas lunch, 

some specific dietary requirements will be catered for, and tea and coffee to 

finish off with. We are really pleased to be able to tell you that the village 

community shop have generously agreed to sponsor these events and so for 

anyone who who is over 55 and would’ve been able to attend previous years the 

charge will be £4 and for all others it will be £6.  

Hopefully a modest price that will provide a great time for all those attending. We 

have provisionally set aside two dates for this but will add other dates if demand 

requires it so that no one will be excluded due to full house bookings. Please book 

your places as early as possible to enable us to be properly prepared. You will 

need to tell me at the point of booking who will be on your table and that won’t 

be able to be changed. Conversing with other tables sadly is currently prohibited 

but hopefully won’t spoil the atmosphere too much. In the event regulations 

prevent the lunches from going ahead. Full refunds will be made to everyone.  
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1914-1918 

Wiliam Ames   5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

Alfred Applin  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment   

Fred Bartlett  62 Pioneer Bn 

Fred Bartlett  1 Gordon Highlanders 

Fred Brierley  7 Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 

Charles Bright  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

Henry J Bright  24 Bn Royal Fusiliers 

Harry Brown  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment  

Fred Burgess  Royal Army Service Corps 

William J Burt  15 Bn Hampshire Regiment 

Charles V Churchill 5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

Percy N Cobb  Royal Field Artillery 

Arthur Crabbe  7 Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 

 Percy Cox  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

William Cox  HMS Good Hope 

Fred J Davis  3 Toronto Regt Canadian Expeditionary Force 

Frank George  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

Fred Johnson  28Bn Canadian Expeditionary Force 

Percy Lockyer  1 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

William Lockyer  1 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

Frank Miller   6 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

Herbert F Morris 1Bn Canadian Expeditionary Force 

Walter Rawles  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

William Rowland Royal Fusiliers 

Charles Stickley  1 Coldstream Guards 

Henry C Stickley  2 Welsh Guards 

Herbert Trevett  Canadian Expeditionary Force 

William White  5 Bn Dorsetshire Regiment 

 

1939-1945 

George H Bowditch Coldstream Guards 

Fred G W Lovell Royal Artillery 

Leslie Whiteside RAF Volunteer Reserve  

Harold V Whiteside RAF Volunteer Reserve 

List of names on War Memorial 
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I will be standing down as Treasurer to Bere Regis Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

on 31st January 2021, and so the PCC will be looking for a new person to take up 

the position from February. 

After 13 years in the role, the time is now overdue for me to hand over the reins.  

To assist a new person as Treasurer, I will be completing everything for the 

financial year to December 2020, and so a fresh start can be made at the 

beginning of 2021. Everything will be up to date on handover, all details of the 

role will be fully explained and I am happy to provide help, if it is needed, during 

the changeover period. 

If you are interested in taking on the PCC Treasurer role, please contact me (my 

details are on the inside cover of this parish magazine), or through Revd Sandra, 

Sarah or Joan as Churchwardens, or any PCC member, and they will pass the 

details on to me. 

Richard Smith 

CHURCH TREASURER – BERE REGIS 
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Wow another month and another round of 

changes. Fortunately for us around here not much 

has changed but my guess is there will be some 

changes in the following days and they may have 

happened by the time you read this and so please 

check out the parish website or ring me on 

07818078191 for any up to date information on the things we’re hoping to do. 

Any and all events at the village hall are subject to change and will comply with 

the current regulations set out by local and national government. 

Life at the village hall is getting busier, which is good to see at long last. We are 

pleased to be able to welcome one or two precious hirers back and at least one 

new hirer and we wish them well with their ventures. 

As trustees we have also not only been looking at keeping 

the hall available but also at what we can do to provide a 

little interlude in these strange times. The village hall café is 

up and running on Tuesdays and Saturdays although here 

please check website or call me for up to date details as 

we may have to move from Tuesday to another day as 

one of our hirers returns on Tuesday mornings.  

Watch this space but thank you to all those who have 

turned up to support us in raising some funds for the hall 

and we hope you have found it beneficial to meet friends 

in a safe place. All tables and chairs are sanitised and safe 

social distancing is maintained with table service provided. 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

essentials and some Christmas cards and gifts to ease your shopping. The Village 

Shop Calendar for 2021 (and who doesn’t want that New Year to herald in 

something new!) will be on Sale from November. At £5 it is great value and also 

makes a great present. The theme this year “The Parish in Pictures” is an 

amalgamation of some of the activities that have taken place in 2020. Photos 

from VE day and the embroidery project, the winning photos from the Horticultural 

show and some examples of the amazing photos that have been shared through 

the wildlife newsletter during the year. Please make sure to get your copy. 

Thank you for continuing to support the Village shop the more you use us the more 

we can maintain a wide range of fresh fruit and veg. 

To place an order please contact us on 01929 472000 during opening hours and 

by email Briantspuddle.shop@gmail.com  

Ali Chorley, Chair, The friends of Brianstpuddle post office and village shop 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE SHOP – NOT 
JUST FOR COIVD-19 

Beep.. Beep… Beep! 

What is that sound coming from the village shop? No 

it’s not the original computerised tennis game for 

those who remember.  It is our new till system! 

Scanning and QR codes are now the language of the 

shop volunteers. Raising and emailing invoices. Bills 

being paid remotely straight into the bank. What is the 

world coming to? Well, what is Briantspuddle coming 

to?  I believe the world has been there for a while. 

But why all this new fangled technology? We only want to buy a few groceries. 

The new system is starting to help us track what we sell so we can manage what 

we buy and minimise any waste. With the increased levels of stock we hold in the 

shop the new system is helping volunteers by 

cutting down the time it takes to work out what to 

put on the order for Sainsbury’s and then when it 

arrives how long it takes to unpack and get it on 

the shelves. I am afraid the old price guns have 

been banished to the back of the cupboard and 

new shelf edge labels display our prices. It is also 

making it much easier for us to raise invoices to 

those who are having groceries delivered, no more 

triplicate invoice book. And whilst there was initial 

concern whether we could manage the new 

system, after all the old till was so straight forward 

(she says tongue in cheek), without exception volunteers have amazed and 

delighted in actually just how straight forward it all is. 

Right now in the middle of October as I write this Northern parts of the country are 

being locked down again and the number of cases locally have risen I cannot 

possibly tell how we will be living by the time you read this. One thing I can be 

sure of is that the village shop will be continuing to play its part in helping to keep 

our friends and neighbours as safe as possible and facilitate shopping close to 

home. If we have found ourselves in lock down or if you would just rather not go 

out, please contact us for shopping to be delivered. We continue to use the 

Village Hall for queueing to maintain social distancing. Now we’ve had to shut 

the door because of the cold we have installed some lights so you can tell 

whether it’s available to go in. 

And as we start to think about Christmas, we are planning to buy in festive baking 
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I would like to thank everyone in the 

West Purbeck Benefice, the 

Lulworths, Winfrith, and Chaldon, for 

the generous gifts I received on my 

retirement. 

I intend to use some of the money to 

go to Sheldon for a retreat next year, 

and to buy something to remind me 

of the  time spent in the various parishes and 

communities, and thank you all for your 

support and encouragement. 

Judy Hill  

THANK YOU FROM REVEREND JUDY 

 

ADVENT IN WORDS AND MUSIC 

St. John the Baptist 
Church, Bere Regis 

At 6pm on Sunday 29th 

November 

 

Looking forward to Christmas, 

whatever that will mean? 

Please come and join us in our 

beautiful church, for a short service to welcome the coming of the Lord and 

prepare ourselves for Christmas. 

Sadly we won't be able to sing our favourite Advent hymns (Lo He Comes with 

Clouds Descending)… but we can hum! 

N.B. Please could you let me know, if you are planning to come, so that we can 

ensure you are suitably distanced and safe. 

Sarah Welton, Churchwarden  Tel.  471562  Email:  sarahwelton@oceans.f9.co.uk 
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OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 
BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  
visiting  preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

Chapel Toddler Group has restarted and now meets on Wednesday afternoons 

between 1pm and 3pm during term time. All Mums and children are very 

welcome. Those intending to come must book in advance for each session.  

Please contact Suzie Gee on 07962142552 There is no charge. 

Our Sunday morning service is shown live on you tube for those unable to attend.  

Our Youth meeting and Bible study are held via zoom, with others joining us, a 

number of whom live too far away to ever be able to join us in person.  God has 

brought good out of the current situation, via modern technology. 

November is always a special 

month because it includes the 

Remembrance Day Services that 

are held around the country.  

Sadly this year, as with all public 

events at present, the usual 

arrangements are severely 

curtailed.  The March Past at the 

Cenotaph in London has been 

cancelled, and the Government 

led service will be a closed event.  

The Festival of Remembrance, 

which usually takes place the 

evening before at the Royal Albert 

Hall, will be pre recorded, and 

again there will be no public 

participation.  In spite of the restrictions the Royal British Legion  encourages us to 

continue to remember all those who gave their lives in the last war, as well as in 

other conflicts that have occurred since then. 

Bohn Fawkes was a B17 pilot in WW2, when on one mission he sustained flak from 

Nazi anti-aircraft guns.  Even though his fuel tanks were hit, the plane did not 

explode, and Fawkes was able to land the plane.  The following morning Fawkes 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

Culpeppers Dish Fingerpost 

The Parish Council has accepted a quote for the repair of the fingerpost sign at 

Culpeppers Dish and the work should be completed by the end of 2020.  This 

work will be paid for via the Parish Council’s insurance policy. 

 

S133/137 Grants 

The Parish Council considered grants requests received. One from Affpuddle PCC 

could not be approved because legislation restricts how local councils are able 

to support the Church. The Parish Council can award funding which will support 

the maintenance or improvement of churchyards and so the deadline for grant 

applications was extended to the end of November to allow the PCC to submit a 

new application. 

The Parish Council also considered a grant request from Briantspuddle Village Hall 

Committee for financial support to purchase a new dishwasher at a cost of 

£2,000. A grant of £200 from a total budget of £400 for S133/137 grants was 

approved.  The Parish Council usually hires the Village Hall for meetings but as it 

cannot currently hold physical meetings, this has not been happening. 

Councillors agreed to repurpose £300 from the hall hire budget in order to 

increase the total contribution towards the dishwasher to £500. 

 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 

11th November. Please check the Parish Council section of the Community 

Website nearer the time for the agenda and information about how to join the 

meeting which will be held remotely. Members of the public wishing to raise issues 

or make representation in respect of any agenda item will have an opportunity to 

do so at the meeting. Alternatively, anyone who wishes to may contact the Parish 

Clerk in advance of the meeting. Ideally correspondence should be received at 

least a week in advance as it will not be possible to add items to the agenda 

once it has been set. 

Sue Jones, Chairman 
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asked his commanding officer for the 

German shell.  He wanted to keep it as a 

souvenir.  He was told that not one but 

eleven shells had been found in the fuel 

tank, none had exploded! 

When the technicians opened the missiles 

they found that the shells didn’t contain 

explosive charges.  They were clean and 

harmless, and all except one were empty.  

This exception contained a carefully rolled 

piece of paper.  On it a message had 

been scrawled in the Czech language.  Translated the note read “This is all we 

can do for you now – using Jewish slave labour is never a good idea”! 

A courageous assembly line worker was disarming bombs and scribbling the note.  

He couldn’t end the war, but he could do something.  And he did.  Only God 

knows just how many lives he saved.  

 God can do big things with small actions, just as He did when a small stone 

toppled the giant Goliath.   

The small acts of kindness that we are able to do can produce results that are 

more than we can imagine.  God says, “Don’t despise small beginnings, for the 

Lord rejoices to see the work begin.” (Zechariah 4:10 Living Bible)    And God also 

says, “Don’t be weary in doing good!”   (Galatians 6:9) 

As a Church we are here to help you, and we pray for you.  Do contact us if you 

need help. 

Above all may you find strength, comfort and peace from God Himself, who is 

with you at all times. 

“The Lord is my strength and my protection;  my Heart trusts in Him and I am 

helped. My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to Him. Psalm 28:7  

 

Just a Smile 

Writing about God, an 8 year old boy said, “You should not waste God’s time by 

asking for something that your parents have already said that you cannot have.  

God and Jesus have arranged things so that there is always one of them on duty 

to hear your prayers.” 

Other Church’s Newsletter quotes. “ Don’t let worry kill you – let the church help. 

Come Thursday night to our annual pot luck supper.  Prayer and medication to 

follow.” 

Joyce Healey 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

Parish Council  

The Parish Council meeting on 14th October was once again held remotely in 

order to comply with Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions 

around movement and public gatherings are lifted, the Parish Council will be 

holding all meetings remotely. 

 

Camping at Throop 

The Parish Council discussed 

concerns raised by residents 

about the effect on the 

parish of the campsite at 

Throop Hollow Farm over the 

summer. The main concerns 

expressed focused on the size 

of the campsite and the large 

n u m b e r  o f  v e h i c l e 

movements associated with so many visitors.  Concern was also expressed about 

noise.  Councillors also considered a letter received from the owner of the site.  All 

correspondence received will be replied to.  Councillors did have several 

questions about the rules associated with a campsite and will be contacting 

Dorset Council requesting information.   

 

Traffic management 

There are a number of locations within the Parish which cause safety concerns.  

These have been discussed many times with the Highways Department at Dorset 

Council without a satisfactory outcome.  The Parish Council has decided to 

discuss its preferred solutions to the identified issues at its next meeting.  This is with 

a view to creating Parish Council priorities and lobbying the Highways 

Department. 
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more exercise which means I 

get additional walks.    I like this I 

can roll in the grass when its 

warm and there is no dew.  We 

go to different places from the 

normal morning routine.  On the 

negative side there are no left 

over snacks and I am not fond 

of cauliflower rice or courgetti 

spaghetti.  There is virtually no 

natural yoghurt left in the pots 

when I am given one to clean out.  She has no hope she’s eaten it all.  Well we 

shall see, who knows with fewer Christmas parties if she does lose some weight 

there may be a chance she won’t put it all on again over Christmas. 

At the time of writing there are still two weeks to the hour going back and two 

weeks to Halloween and then bonfire night.  The noise of fireworks does not 

bother me but there will be a lot of dogs who will be very happy if there are no 

firework parties this year.  Perhaps we will make a lantern out of the pumpkin for 

Halloween.  I hope there are no frightening knocks on our door, or children and 

things going bump and wailing and gnashing in North Street that night.  No 

Halloween parties in the pub but I suppose we can watch it all on Strictly which 

starts this weekend so some things still keep going. 

She has donated the hoarded tins of potatoes and carrots to the food bank 

rather than keep them in the cupboard going out of date.  While there is still 

some reasonable weather we have 

been going out on expeditions to 

Bridport, Cerne Abbas,  Tyneham 

and Worbarrow, Badbury Rings, 

Hans Tout and Okeford Hill.  There 

are plans to see Autumn colour 

next month.  This is good, passes 

the time and is enjoyable.    We are 

lucky, we live here in the country in 

a county of stunning beauty and 

can socially distance easily.  We 

must hope for a mild winter so we 

can keep going.  At least the rule 

of six allows a reasonable social life at the moment but one has to decide if one 

should enjoy it while it lasts or stay in for safety. 

Jenny Stone 
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Richard George Curtis 

Rich was born on 4 October 1951 at Somerleigh Court.  He was the first child 

and only son to Olive and Doug.  They lived with Grannie Stainer in 

Puddletown and made good friends, Bill and Freda Gifford and their son 

Steve who went on to be a life long friend. 

The family moved around with Doug's job and they went to West Knighton 

where Valerie was born, then to Bladen Valley where Diana was born and to 

Bere Regis. 

Happy memories at Bladen Valley as the houses had large grass areas at the 

front and they had hours of fun playing football and cricket.  There were 

happy memories in Bere, playing badminton on the lawn or in the field 

playing tip n run. 

Happy times on holidays in Devon, but only after Dad had finished 

harvesting. 

Rich went to school at Affpuddle and then on to the brand new secondary 

at Puddletown.  He was good at maths, technical drawing and geography 

but struggled with english.  Glo said that this was true in his adult life as he 

knew where all the holiday destinations were, where Glo had to start with 'is 

it a hot or cold place?' , however she always had to take care of the form 

filling.  

During one maths lesson Rich was distracted and 'Clarky' the teacher said 

that if he didn't pay attention he could leave, so Rich did just that.  Slowly 

most of his mates also left the classroom and they ended up playing cards in 

the cloakroom. 

Rich excelled at cricket at school and played for the Dorset Youth team.  His 

head masters comments were, that if Richard put as much effort into his 

school work as he did being opening batsman then he could do well.  Rich 

also played footbal and when Glo met him he was the proud owner of a 

bright yellow pair of football boots. 

Rich did pass his initial entrance exam to go into the 

navy but the attraction of earning money got the 

better of him and he left school without doing his 

exams. 

He took up a job at South Western Farmers, 

Broadmayne but he was stuck indoors and it didn't 

really suit him.  He then went to Rossmore Saw Mills 

OBITUARIES 
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working more outside where he made a good friend, Alan Dear, 

who was a driver and that is where Rich found the career he 

wanted to follow. 

Glo and Rich met originally at the youth club but saw more of each other at 

the Royal British Legion Club and as they say things went from there.  Rich 

was then driving for Bedfords and Jestys delivering watercress to the London 

markets and up North ending in Chesterfield.    It was amazing that the 

market men would give Rich a whole net of carrots or a sack of potatoes for 

just a box of cress.  It was in London that Rich first had KFC something he 

always loved. 

On the north run Rich always stayed at the Greyhound pub, right next to the 

church with the crooked spire and Glo recalls that the people were lovely 

but the place itself was a real dive. 

Rich wanted a change so passed his class 2 HGV.  He loved driving and 

went on to do long distance work for H J Cutler, Stretch Transport and J B 

Coakes.  He didn't mind the early starts and the long hours on his own or 

sleeping in is cab.  He quite liked the fact that providing he got his load from  

A to B, he was his own boss.  Many people travelled with Rich and Glo said 

she has been all over the UK in the truck and has some fond memories of this.   

In his forties Rich decided that he had enough of long distance work and 

after a succession of temporary jobs he started driving for Travis Perkins in 

Blandford and gained new skills in using the crane and health and safety.  

He enjoyed the work and being at home every evening. However once his 

diabetes deteriorated Rich could no longer keep his HGV licence.  This was 

hard for him to accept but TP made him yard foreman which meant he was 

still involved in arranging loads, the transport and working outdoors.  He 

learnt new skills and held licences for the fork lift and side loader. 

Rich loved to go fishing with his Dad at Abbotsbury and they have had many 

a good feed from the mackerel they caught.  When Rich's cousins came 

down from Sheffield they liked nothing better than to go fishing with Doug 

and Rich. 

Unfortunately after his Dad died fishing didn't have 

quite the same appeal. 

Rich  would often look back at the time when him 

and his friend Pedro were fishing and they trapped a 

wasp in Doug's fishing box.  All he would say is that 

the air was colourful when his Dad opened the box, 

but of course the two lads were just rolling around 
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Ginger jam. I come 

back from a walk and 

she is there using her 

magic apple peeler.  

It’s a brilliant gadget as 

it peels, cores and 

slices apples. (Thank 

you Ian Ventham for 

recommending this 

addi t ion to the 

chutney tool kit).  I 

have had to laugh at another item, Onion goggles.  

These are like swimming goggles but protect the eyes 

from streaming when preparing onions.  Why she has to 

have a Dame Edna Everidge pair?  I don’t know, she looks ridiculous! 

She has been following the American election on the news and the twists and 

turns of President Donald Trump’s infection and apparently miraculous recovery 

from Covid.   

As a result of all the speculation, she went online to the NHS BMI calculator and 

has worked out that she has a higher BMI than Donald Trump and is therefore 

obese.  I think she always knew that, but has decided to go on a diet and lower 

her risks of complications from Covid.    Ha, I think, she has been dieting for over 50 

years and as her father said once was the proud owner of the best slimming book 

library in the Western World.  She has tried them all Audrey Eyton’s F Plan, 

Rosemary Conley’s hip and thigh diet,  Robert Atkins diet and many more   She has 

signed up for Slimming Magazine, Weightwatchers and Slimming World, none 

have ever worked.  Why bother now?  We are now trying a mixture of Tom 

Kerridge’s Dopamine diet (he lost 13 stone) and Michael Mosely’s fast 800.  I have 

to admire her optimism.  

Now what does this mean for me.  Both of these are low carbohydrate diets.  

There is no bread or biscuits in the house.  (To be fair there have been no biscuits in 

the house since the gardening club stopped.  Between us we always ate their left 

over biscuits.) Alcohol is not permitted but she is not a heavy drinker.  Not going 

out much means the temptations are reduced but there are no excuses for not 

sticking to it.  She even drinks sparkling water with Ice and lemon on the Saturday 

virtual gin and tonic night it looks like a huge gin.   

A lot of people are eating and drinking more in lockdown through sheer boredom 

stress and worry.  Some people have put on weight.  I’m not really surprised, our 

local pubs seem to be competing with pictures on Facebook for who has the most 

fattening unhealthy take away meals.  The Royal Oak is closed so that reduces the 

local choice. There are vans on Fridays and Saturdays and local restaurants 

deliver. 

She weighs herself every morning and measures her blood sugar.  We are taking 
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SHAGGY DOG STORY  -  DOG BLOG 

Enjoying one’s sixth life 

My owner likes the six life, she can play bridge, go to the pub for coffee, visit her 

family and have the odd meal out with friends as well as all the virtual 

entertainments.   In the light of the increasing Covid infections locally this is not 

very sensible.  She is now back working the occasional shift at the Shell garage 

which means I get left home alone.  I worry that she might catch an infection from 

one of the Students who work at the garage.  She worries that if she keeps taking 

risks her friends will not want to continue to socialize with her as she is perceived as 

a risk herself.   She had a streaming cold the other day and whilst there were no 

Covid symptoms it really was not sensible to go out or entertain.  I start to worry 

every time she sneezes and reaches for the tissues.  Apart from all this, life has 

become rather humdrum. 

After some very lovely Indian summer days in September, Storm Alex arrived with 

the month of October and the temperature has dropped.  The central heating 

has been switched on.  I like this.  There is a hot towel on the radiator ready to rub 

me down when I come in soaking wet from a walk.  She is in the process of tidying 

the garden and we have fine weather chores and indoor chores for wet days.  

That is the theory.  She never gets on with them.   Parkinsons Law takes over.  

“Work expands to fill the time available for its completion” 

I went to church when my owner helped to do 

the flowers for the Harvest Festival.  The 

pumpkin looked really good.  It was good to 

get together with the other flower arrangers.   

They still don’t throw me any sticks.  There really 

isn’t much point decorating for a non hymn 

singing socially distanced harvest festival.  The 

church is only open for two afternoons a week 

so very few people will enjoy the 

arrangements.  There was a discussion about 

what arrangements to do at Christmas but 

what services will be held?  Will it be essential 

to book for Christingle or carol services?  Carol 

services with no singing.  It will have to be 

virtual carols.   It will be an odd Christmas in 

church but that doesn’t mean we cannot 

enjoy it or think about what it all means for us 

all in these strange times. 

I cannot believe it, she is still making chutney.  We are now in the apple and pear 

making season, Chunky pear and walnut, Apple and Beetroot and Pear and 
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with laughter. 

Rich was a good darts player. He played for the Drax Arms and 

then for the RBL Club.  Glo became the official marker for the Club team 

which certainly improved her maths. 

One succssful year they had 2 teams in the club and they swept the board 

and won every trophy going, something Rich was very proud of and often 

spoke of it.  He was also one of the founding members of the Bere Regis 

Super League team and they played for several years.   

Rich played skittles in the Dorchester league, throwing himself down the alley 

double handed. 

Rich was a life long supporter of Manchester United although he became 

disillusioned with football as there was to much money in the game and to 

many cheats.  However they both enjoyed watching rugby league and 

went to the grand final at Old Trafford several times. 

Rich and Glo were both part of the instigation of the Bere Regis and District 

cribbage league and they both played with some success. 

No matter which sport Rich played, he played to win, even when playing 

with the children but he was never a sore loser. 

Rich never lost his love of playing cards and Glo used to get so annoyed 

when playing against him as he could remember every card that had been 

laid.  They spent many happy hours playing nap with wonderful friends Steve 

and Ness, usually into the small hours, whilst imbibing some liquid 

refreshment.  He also looked forward to the poker schools with his good 

friends. 

During all this Rich and Glo became engaged on her 17th birthday.  Glo says 

it was such a romantic engagement (not).  Rich handed her the ring whilst 

driving over the farm track to Doddings to collect something for the 

watercress beds. 

On the 6 October 1979 they were married in the 

village church and after a long engagement they 

only gave the families six weeks to arrange the 

wedding as there were flats becoming available.  

The flat became available in August 1980 and in the 

interim they lived with Glo's parents Dennis and 

Eileen (or misery as Rich affectionally called mother 

in law.) 

OBITUARIES 
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They lived at 32 Old Barn Road for 40 years.  Glo says it wasn't 

always champagne and roses but they worked through problems 

and differences and stuck together. 

They were both heavily involved in the RBL club.  Rich ran the entertainment 

section for several years and then became Chairman.  Rich was always a bit 

shy about meeting new people but Glo's Dad had instilled in them both that 

there should never be any strangers in the club, so Rich became a good 

host. 

They both worked tirelessly for the club and this became their social life, 

working the bar and they met many wonderful people over the years. 

Valerie, Diana and Glo's sister Bev went on to marry and Rich welcomed 

Kevin, Mark, Woody and RD into the family.  He was also the very proud 

Uncle to Justin, Terri, Brendan, Russell, Kelly, Lisa and Matthew and adopted 

Uncle to Rachel. 

Rich was never really into the children as babies as he said all they did was 

eat and poo but once they started to show their character he was more 

than happy to play and and learn with them. 

In turn the children took partners, Avril, Jon, Hannah, Dave, Kate, Connor 

and Stef.  Equally Rich welcomed them into the family and shared good 

times with them.  He loved the great nephews and nieces as well, George, 

Evie, Ruby, Joel, Lucas, Alfie, Charlie, Pheebi, Louie, Amelia, Oscar and he 

was looking forward to a new arrival at the end of October. 

In 2010 Rich suffered a heart attack and ended up with 5 stents but Glo said 

he made a good recovery but his outlook on life changed and they both 

took every opportunity to go on holiday or just have days out. 

Glo recalls many happy holidays spent with the growing family.  The crazy 

golf at Camber Sands trying to ring the bell on the last whole.  Crazy golf in 

North Wales in the pouring rain. Brean Sands in a whole row of chalets 

playing football, cricket and wonderful water fights. 

Another memorable holiday saw Rich, Glo, Olive 

and Doug arriving on the back of a break down 

truck. 

Christmas was also a special time, spending time 

with the families and all  squeezing into one house to 

spend the night.  Rich was 'bah humbug' about the 

festive season but he always wanted to be involved 

with the buying and wrapping of presents.  He also 
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Thank you to all who have 

responded to the petition , 

we need to pull together as 

a community  to see if 

anything can be done to 

slow down this busy road 

through our village. 

The petition is gaining 

signatures and on writing 150 villagers have signed we have also had letters and 

films sent describing dangerous driving incidents and near misses. 

 

What is happening so far … 

There is going to be a SID (Speed Indicator Device) installed along the road and 

hopefully this will happen as a matter of urgency, as it was already discussed and 

arranged at the Parish Council meeting before lockdown but not followed up 

due to Covid. 

Peter Wharf reported that there is a growing interest by some Dorset villages to try 

to reduce the speed through built up areas that are experiencing dangerous fast 

roads to 20 mile per hour and a survey will be carried out.  

Peter also reported that they will again survey the number of children needing to 

cross this road to attend the school or playgroup.  

We would like to thank Peter Wharf for his support and also our MP Michael 

Tomlinson who has pledged support when we get to the next level; we are yet to 

get the approval of our Parish Council for the petition of 20 miles an hour, at the 

last meeting they were unable to back it. 

 

What can you do to help … 

If you feel strongly about the situation and want to voice those concerns, the next 

Parish Council meeting will be held on 12th November.  Email Amanda Crocker, 

the Parish Clerk  -  bereregispc@gmail.com and she will give you the link to join 

the meeting.  

The Parish Council have to give recommendations to County Highways 

department before they will move forward. 

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 

COMMUNITY SAFETY CAMPAIGN … TO SLOW 
DOWN THE C6 ROAD  THROUGH BERE REGIS 
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Donations of double knit wool will always be welcome and I will pass them on to 

our knitting team, leave in my porch or in the box at the Village Hall. 

 

Warmer Communities ….Do you need a blanket to help to 
keep you warm this winter? 

If you need a blanket please get in touch as we have a lot of people knitting and 

we will deliver one to you free of charge. 

 

As I write this it is evident that the second wave is with us and by the time you read 

it we will be even further down that road. For those who are struggling with the 

uncertainty and anxiety that the situation brings, maybe try to reach out to each 

other, pick the phone up and be the reason someone’s day got a little better. 

The only way  I can cope (with everything I did in the community stopping 

overnight in March) is to try to do other useful things to meet immediate needs, 

but also to see it as a transitionary thing, something that is going to pass and things 

will get better in the future. Then we will need to build back our communities, as 

the pandemic has made us different people reluctant to mix keeping our 2 metre 

distances.  

What is for sure is that people need people to flourish and we will flourish again.  

Stay safe and stay strong better times are coming. 

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 
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used to disguise presents like a cd or dvd in a cornflake box, with 

something to give it weight.  Rich loved listening to proper carols 

whilst doing this. 

However after many years of doing the same routine Rich said he wanted to 

go away for Christmas.  Glo was apprehensive but as usual they 

compromised and they went away alternate years the other spending time 

with their families. 

Ness approached them about going on a cruise for her birthday and they 

helped persuade her husband Steve that it was a good idea.  Glo didn't 

think that Rich would take to it, but it was like a duck to water.  Rich was 

never a suit and tie man and Glo suspects that everyone has a memory of 

him leaving a church and saying 'can I take this neck choker off yet' or 'here 

love put my tie in your handbag.'  However on the cruises he looked forward 

to the formal nights, he purchased a tuxedo and is the proud owner of 

several bow ties.  The couple had many happy cruises together.  However 

Austria was his true love and they went back there as often as they could.  In 

fact his ashes are to be scattered on top of the Hahnenkamm mountain in 

Kitzbuhel once travel is allowed and Glo says all the family are close friends 

invited. 

In the last 3 years since they both stopped work Rich and Glo had some 

memorable holidays, The Baltic, Russia, The Arctic Circle and Canada. 

Rich was diagnosed with cancer at the end of 2019 and had treatment in 

March 2020.  Glo said they had a wonderful spring and summer during which 

time they decided to apply for the bungalow.  Rich was suffering with his 

back and leg and walking became more difficult but he did what he could. 

Looking back Glo feels that Rich knew there was something wrong as he 

pushed so hard once they moved to get everything done.  He made plans 

of where the furniture would go, he measured the pictures and had a plan 

for placing them in each room and he even drew a sketch for how he 

wanted the garden. 

Unfortunately Rich went off his feet after only being 

in the bungalow for a few weeks and although in 

some discomfort he was happy in himself.  Glo said 

they spent the time together watching dvd's where 

she would either sit in the camping chair or curl up 

next to him on the bed.  Of course it was inevitable 

that they watched John Wayne films. 

Even when in hospital Rich was still himself although 

OBITUARIES 
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the prognosis for him wasn't good.  Glo says they had several days 

of long, hard and serious talks which has left her with instructions to 

follow.  Some of which she has already done but others may take a while. 

It was only on his last day that Rich said he didn't want to go on and Glo 

tried as best she could to reassure him that everything was OK and that he 

should rest and get better.   

The nurses were with Rich when he passed and he just simply went to sleep 

and stopped breathing.  Glo said she saw him and he looked perfect, there 

were no signs of pain or grimace, he was just asleep. 

Rich loved to watch the birds and his favourites were the robins.  When at TP 

he had two tame ones who would sit on the fork lift with.  Hence the robin 

pins as a momento. 

Glo has tried to carry out the instructions and the 

most important one Rich wanted is to carry on 

living, don't mope, get the bungalow and garden 

finished.  Look after the family and enjoy time 

together and whatever chances come your way in 

the future, take them as you may never get the 

chance again.  Never look back and say I wish I 

had done that. 

OBITUARIES 

 

Glo (Gloria) would like to say a huge thank you to both our wonderful families for 

surrounding me with love and support.  Also to all those who sent cards and kind 

messages.   

Thanks to Fortuneswell ward and Albert Marsh for taking such great care of Rich. 

Please accept this as my personal thanks, 

RICHARD CURTIS 
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POP IN PLACE NEWS 

Bere Regis Food Bank  

Thank you to everyone who is kindly donating food to 

the Food Bank there is a box for your donations in the 

Spar Shop , the church and at  the Village Hall Bere 

Regis. 

Thank you to all the people and organisations 

who have donated money to further our work 

helping provide food to those who are 

struggling.  

Everything is pointing to the crisis deepening so it 

is important that we can keep the Food Bank 

going, so your kindness has never been more in 

need. 

 

If you need help with food 

If you are struggling and need a food bank delivery please email 

popinplace@gmail.com or telephone 01929 472023 

Thank you to Jo Bruce, Joanna & Claire Syrett   and  Paul Bennett who are helping 

to run this initiative.  

 

Christmas “Gifts of Hope” 

As we did in the spring at the start of lockdown, we are again going to make a 

pre-Christmas delivery to those who live alone. Please, if you want to make sure 

someone you know is on my list, email me their name and address 

popinplace@gmail.com.  There is no age limit  -  the criteria is simply if a person 

lives alone then they qualify.  

 

Community Knitting 

Thank you to all our amazing knitters, 

please do keep knitting as it will be a useful 

pastime but also you will be helping 

refugees, we are in contact with a charity 

that is regularly sending to France. The 

situation there is very bad as the weather 

gets colder your jumpers and blankets are 

going to make a real difference. 

 

 

mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR COMMUNITY 
GOVERNORS FOR OUR VILLAGE SCHOOL 

Are you... 

 Looking for a new 

challenge? 

 Willing to help your local 

community? 

 Able to dedicate some 

spare time to improving 

outcomes for our children? 

 Looking/willing to be part 

of OR someone who enjoys 

being a member of a pro-

active team of dedicated individuals? 

 Able to make a real contribution to our school? 

Bere Regis Primary and Pre-school has undergone significant change in the last 

three years; we are now in a very positive position.  We need to broaden our 

Governing Board to include some additional individuals, who don’t currently 

have children at the school.  It is very important to have different perspectives 

and we would welcome someone who is able to dedicate some time to the 

school.    

We are a strong team who are pro-actively involved in the school, and work to 

understand the challenges it faces, supporting it when required.  Our role primarily 

involves being a ‘critical friend’; questioning and challenging the head teacher 

and senior leaders to ensure every aspect of the provision is at its very best.  We 

are fully supported by the Wessex Multi Academy Trust in our quest to ensure that 

Bere Regis has a positive outcome at our next Ofsted inspection.  

The full governing body meet once per half term for approximately 2 hours. This 

would be the minimum time commitment, but ideally you would be able to 

spend some additional time in school, getting to know the culture and the 

children.  No previous experience is needed as on-line training and ‘on the job’ 

support will be provided.    

For an informal discussion about the roles and what you can do to help, please 

contact Lucy Roberts (Chair of Governors) robertsla@live.co.uk 07770733832. We 

would love to hear from you, so please get in touch.  
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER   

A week in Westminster 

Monday: I head to London early to be in time for my 

first meeting – Number 9, Downing Street with the 

Whips team. We discuss the forthcoming business for 

the week, and I check which days I will be Telling – 

counting the MPs as they vote. I will also be moving 

some of the government motions — presenting Bills 

to the Speaker for debating or voting. I spend a 

portion of the day in the House for debates, and I 

also attend the first DL committee for the week. 

Delegated Legislation is secondary legislation that does not need an Act of 

Parliament, and it is scrutinised through committees of MPs. There are several 

votes after the debates in the House, and with social distancing, each takes 15-

20 minutes. I leave at the start of the adjournment debate, which starts at 10pm, 

and work on my emails when I get home.  

Tuesday: I start the day with a call to my Senior Parliamentary Assistant. My 

London staff are all working remotely, so it’s important to touch base with them 

regularly by phone. We discuss any policy and research that’s ongoing, and he 

asks for guidance on some of the correspondence and casework that needs 

following up. I then have meetings with colleagues about future Bills, and spend 

some time in the debates in the House. I am Telling for the vote, and am asked 

to announce the results. Usually this is alongside 3 other whips, but for social 

distancing, it is just me today.  

Wednesday: Regular meeting in the Department for Education with the 

Secretary of State and Ministers. We discuss how schools are coping with the 

new regime, and the Universities Minister brings us up to date with the situation in 

universities across the country.  I call the constituency office, to discuss Friday’s 

surgery arrangements with my caseworker. She is working on several complex 

and sensitive issues for constituents, and we chat through who I need to see in 

person, and who I will be calling on the phone. Following that I attend another 

DL committee on coronavirus regulations. 

Later in the afternoon I attend the 1922 

committee which consists of backbench 

Conservative MPs. A Secretary of State 

usually comes to speak to us and take 

questions.  

Thursday: Early start to the day with 

breakfast in Number 10 with the Prime 

Minister. A small group of us have been 

invited so we can discuss the national 

situation, and to enable us to ask questions 

 

 

mailto:robertsla@live.co.uk
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

and challenge what measures are being put in place. I check through my emails, 

including regular updates from BCP and Dorset Councils about case numbers in 

Dorset.  Once the business of the day in the House has finished, I head home, 

hoping that there are no traffic problems on the M3. It’s a good journey, and I’m 

back home in Dorset by 9pm. 

Friday: There has been lots of correspondence this week, and I start by signing 

hundreds of letters to constituents. My diary manager has set up several meetings 

across the constituency, including with a local business and then a local 

councillor and resident to discuss problems with parking in their road. My 

caseworker & I have a telephone surgery with several constituents who need help 

and support, and we then discuss the best follow up actions for each. I have a 

regular meeting with the council (virtually) about the Covid situation, and I also 

have a telephone conference with the CCG about healthcare across Dorset. The 

Secretary of State for Health calls to discuss the funding for Dorset hospitals, and 

which of these developments will benefit my constituents.  

Saturday: Just a short day today – meeting several residents and volunteers in 

Canford Heath, and a brief chat with a local councillor. I check through my 

emails for anything urgent that needs attention, and after that I take the 

afternoon off to spend with the family. Although I try to be disciplined, we have a 

tricky week of debates ahead, so my phone is never far from my hands over the 

weekend.  

Please do get in touch if you need help or support: 

michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or 01202 624216 
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Let music be your way of life 
 

Wake up with a smile and sing a song 

You will be happy all the day long 

Everything is right and nothing is wrong 

If music is your way of life. 
 

When you start to sing the world looks right 

With a melody your heart feels light 

The moon even shines on the darkest night 

If music is your way of life. 
 

With music in your heart 

And a twinkle in your eye 

A smile on your lips 

There’s a rainbow in the sky. 
 

Feel free as a bird flying on the wing 

Lift up your voice and start to sing 

You’ll find the happiness melody can bring 

If music is your way of life 

Let music be your way of life. 

Eileen Richardson 

Golden Peace 
 

If peace could come in many shades and hues 

Of pinks and lilac, purple and blues 

Of deepest black and dazzling white 

The inky-blue of a velvet-clad night 

The soft, tender green of the early spring 

The peach and coral a sunset can bring 

The shimmering silver of the moon on the sea 

The deep, dark green of the stately pine tree 

The grey-white wings of the gulls in the skies 

The bright blue flash as the kingfisher flies 

If peace could come in countless shades untold 

I would choose for you a peace that was gold. 

Eileen Richardson 

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
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Shoe Laces 
 

It has been a slavish struggle and slog, 

And you would not believe the faces, 

A frustrated little lad will pull, 

As he learns how to tie his laces. 
 

It is a thing we take for granted. 

There are no airs and graces, 

As the penny drops, when we know, 

We have to learn to tie our laces. 
 

Sometimes we look so hard at the lines, 

We somehow miss the spaces, 

But it’s a big day in the life of a boy, 

When he learns how to tie his laces. 
 

Paul J Openshaw (September 2020) 

A Turn Up for The Buck 
 

She fluttered her eyes. 

She pouted her lips. 

She walked through the woods, 

With her head to one side. 

She knew he was watching. 

She felt his presence. 

She maintained her distance, 

And kept it wide. 
 

For him, a false move, 

Could only be wrong. 

He'd learned the hard way. 

And it was to his cost. 

That is why now, 

He was taking his time, 

In recognition, 

Of the ladies he'd lost. 
 

POETRY CORNER 

He'd followed her scent, 

From where bracken grew thick. 

Now, this was the moment, 

For poignant pluck, 

As the doe moved towards him, 

No words were uttered, 

But, every fibre and sinew, 

Turned up for the buck. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paul J Openshaw (October 2020) 
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Climate Change 

Dorset Council has prepared its action 

plan for how the local authority will help 

tackle climate change over the next 

few decades. The draft plan contains 

187 actions for how the Council will 

tackle climate change over the next 20-

30 years. Around 97 of these will require 

additional funding, totaling in the region 

of £127m over that period. Examples of 

actions proposed include: – 

 Make the most of renewable energy opportunities of all Council-owned 

buildings; convert all buildings without gas/electricity to heat pumps or 

biomass, convert heating of all other buildings to hydrogen-ready hybrid 

heat pumps, install solar panels on every roof 

 Construct or buy into large renewable energy installation/s (solar panels or 

wind turbines) on Council-owned land to meet demand 

 Produce a supplementary planning policy to encourage renewable 

energy being integrated into all new buildings 

 Use Council buildings in trial projects to test the use of hydrogen heating 

 Reduce use of fertilisers on council land by increased use of locally 

produced compost 

 Develop plan to transition County Farms to low carbon production – Work 

with County Farm tenants to encourage the adoption of more climate and 

ecological friendly practice 

 Councillors to lobby government for additional resources and the national 

policy framework to support climate action in Dorset 

 Establish a policy to ensure all new buildings that Dorset Council has direct 

influence over (as landowners, clients, or designers) are zero carbon 

 Creation of suitable high ecological value areas on council land (incl. bee-

friendly, wildflower, hedge and woodland planting zones) and areas for 

carbon sequestration and climate resilience 

 Ensure access to sustainable transport is considered in planning 

applications 

 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s20921/Appendix%20A%20-%20Climate%20Plan%20-%20110920%20pdf.pdf
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s20921/Appendix%20A%20-%20Climate%20Plan%20-%20110920%20pdf.pdf
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 Encourage decarbonisation of road transport through development of 

public Electric Vehicle charging network and promotion of ultra-low 

emission vehicles 

 Where feasible, replace Council vehicle fleet with electric and or Hydrogen 

replacement. 

 

Budget Shortfall  

Like many councils across 

the country, Dorset Council 

has taken a big financial hit 

f r o m  t h e  C O VI D - 1 9 

pandemic. It is estimated 

that the total impact on the 

council’s budget is more 

than £60million due to 

additional expenditure and 

lost income. After grants and reliefs from government for COVID-19, the net impact 

this financial year is currently around £41.9 million. Without further funding from 

government, the council will be forced to use virtually all of its own reserves this 

year to cover the gap. Reserves can only be spent once so this will place 

additional strain on future resilience and potentially leave the council unable to 

fund changes in demand-led services in future. There are likely to be ongoing 

budget pressures resulting from COVID-19, and this is on top of the continually 

growing demand for adults and children’s social care as a result of our changing 

population.  

There are many uncertainties making it hard to forecast the council’s financial 

position over coming years, but the current best estimate is that the council will 

face a budget gap of £41.9m in 2021/22.  Work is underway to close the budget 

gap in the next financial year. The council has identified £11.9million of tactical 

savings, and a potential £8.2million of transformation savings, i.e. changing the 

way it delivers services.  At this stage, this still leaves a budget gap of £21.8million 

so further work is required to be able to present a balanced budget proposal for 

full council to consider in February 2021.  

 

Office space 

There has been speculation as to our plans for office space, particularly existing 

buildings. This has nothing to do with employees working from home because of 

coronavirus and it all started long before the pandemic hit. After Dorset Council 

came into being in April 2019, we started to look at our properties to see if we 

could reduce our estate and make better uses of the spaces we have.  

Dorset Council is working out what it does with its assets.  Dorset inherited about 
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The impact on the pool surface managed to extinguish most of the flames and 

with the weight of the chains I quickly sank to the bottom. One of the problems of 

the performance was that the on impact with the water, the chains rather 

banged against me but no serious harm was done. 

Once on the bottom, I managed to struggle out of the rope that tied my hands 

and feet. Without giving too much of my secret away, my accomplices were very 

careful in the way they tied the knots! The chains were then pulled aside and I 

was ready for my big re-surface. It was at this point I decided to hold my breath a 

little longer to build the tension with the spectators around the pool: twenty 

seconds went and passed by, then 30 seconds. I was told later that on poolside 

the lifeguards were already stripping off as the tension gripped the audience. 

Forty seconds arrived and I was still relatively comfortable. At fifty seconds I 

emerged from the sack and jack-knifed to the surface to a roar from the crowd.  

A few minutes later a couple of small boys came up to me and actually asked 

me for my autograph, the only time in my life before or since. 

Many years later in 1992, I was invited to attend the Barnstaple Swimming Club’s 

60th. Anniversary Celebration Dinner. Diana and I were placed at a table with 

some of our friends and it was wonderful to talk about old times. As we 

approached our table we looked of course for our place names. I found mine 

soon enough and, yes it had to be  “Houdini Holman”  

Bob Holman 

BERE REGIS.ORG WEBSITE STATISTICS 

Many villagers will be interested to know some facts 

that have been collated by our Webmaster, Rodney 

Osmond. 

The Bere Regis Magazine downloads are now 

reaching over 140 every month all over the world, 

very popular. There are over 3,000 page views every 

month and the most viewed webpage for September 

is Ongoing Development of Mays Wood, followed by  

 The Turberville Family 1202 - 1780 

 Walks around Bere Regis 

 The history of Woodbury Hill Fair 

 Bere Regis Buses 

 Bere Regis Industries 

 Bere Regis Marriages 

 Bere Regis Baptisms 

 Bere Regis Burials 1536 - 1943 
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the evening, the water polo game.  Often 400/500 people would turn up to see 

the game under the floodlights amidst huge excitement against the likes of 

Exmouth, Exeter and Devonport Services who were all fierce local rivals at the 

time. 

The last gala of the season was always eagerly anticipated and was organised as 

a fun event. The usual items were on the programme. There was always a fancy 

dress parade in which most of the entrants would end up in the pool. This would be 

followed by the infamous Dripsomaniac Diving Team where the idea was to dress 

up in ludicrous costumes and dive into the pool displacing as much water as 

possible over the spectators. 

It was in the August of 1962 that a group of us sat on 

poolside plotting an idea for a spectacular finale to the 

Carnival Gala when I thought of it. “How about a 

Houdini act? “  I suggested rather tentatively. I had 

seen the great Harry Houdini portrayed on film a few 

years before where he had escaped from a 

straightjacket whilst being dangled in a large tank full of 

water. “Great idea if you are going to do it” everyone 

cried. 

So it was down to me and being young and foolish, I set 

about the task of constructing my act. I would need a 

large sack, some heavy chains and rope plus half a 

gallon of petrol! In the run up to the event, always the 

last Tuesday in August, I prepared myself with a 

practice to prove it would work and my Houdini act 

was duly added to the programme.  

The great evening arrived and I was ready. All the other 

items on the programme had been completed. Amidst 

growing excitement my entrance was announced by the wonderful Ron 

Hernaman  on the mike. “Take these Chains from my Heart and set me Free” sang 

Ray Charles over the loudspeakers as I stepped forward with great ceremony and 

climbed the steps to the top 4 metre diving board. 

There, I was greeted by the mayor of Barnstaple who was asked to inspect the 

sack, chains and rope. He dutifully nodded his approval and I was bound hand 

and foot, chains were wrapped over me and I stepped into the sack which was 

firmly tied at its neck. There was a deathly hush in the crowd as the lights were 

dimmed and half a gallon of petrol was poured onto the pool. Imagine what Elf’ 

’n Safety would say about this these days! 

Martin from my support team lit his torch and then held it over the pool. Suddenly 

there was a giant whoosh and it was ablaze. I was now ready for my big entrance 

and two of my burly fellow water polo players lifted me entombed in my sack and 

threw me into the pool. 
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1400 buildings and pieces of land from the merging Councils.  Schools, leisure 

centres, hotels, farms, the list is enormous.  We need to work out which we want 

to keep, either for financial reasons or to deliver services.  This was underway 

when Covid-19 hit us. 

 We need to work out what we want to keep and what we don't.  What we don't 

want to keep we should do something else with.  Sometimes we will want to do 

something specific, for example in Wareham we have a piece of land and we 

are working with the NHS to build a new Doctor's surgery and some supported 

living accommodation for those who need a bit of help.  Sometimes we should 

sell assets to raise money, which we will then spend on care, education or 

whatever needs investment.  But this isn't selling family silver. It is selling bits of land 

that we have no use for that others can do something useful with.  We shouldn't 

hold land if a builder could put houses on it. 

 Selling assets produces a capital receipt.  Dorset Council is very short of money, 

but we are short of revenue, that is largely council tax.  By law Councils cannot 

use capital to pay their regular bills, like salaries. The law is to stop Councils 

spending more than they can afford.  What we can do with capital is invest in 

major things, like new schools, dust carts, school buses. Things that will have a 

long life.  We will either do that with any capital we receive or pay off some of our 

debt to reduce our interest payments 

   

Letter to the Health Secretary 

I reproduce in full the letter my ward partner (Laura) recently sent to the Health 

Secretary. I am very proud of her battling for Dorset in this way. 

Dear Secretary of State, 

I write with concern regarding the Government’s testing for Coronavirus. 

Although I am well aware that this is a national issue, I would like to highlight a 

very worrying recent experience in Dorset, alongside some more general 

observations and challenges. 

Recently, a local care home ordered 200 tests to be delivered. They were 

completed by staff and residents and the courier booked. The courier failed to 

attend in time for the tests to remain viable and all had to be discarded. This 

would be unfortunate were it a one off; but is unacceptable as it is a common 

occurrence. 

Another issue we face is that Pillar 2 testing programme is being run as if it is a 

commercial operation, with frequent references to slots ‘being sold out’. 

Language is important - testing is an essential plank of the response to a 

pandemic; and needs to be developed with a clear public health strategy 

underpinning it.  
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Lack of local ownership over regional and mobile test sites and how they are run 

means complaints about operations are not responded to. This leads to local 

residents losing confidence in the system, and understandably they will then 

direct their anger, fear and frustrations at Local Authorities. 

It is apparent that there is a lack of transparency from central Government over 

the extent of issues with laboratory capacity. Leaders in local authorities are not 

being equipped by your department with honest answers around the timescale 

for improvement and resolution of this problem - and this just means that public 

are losing trust and confidence in the capacity of the system to deliver. 

Please, give us clear updates that we can be honest with the public about. 

Saying defensively that more testing is being added all the time with no 

explanation of the core issues means we all, collectively, lose credibility with the 

public, who deserve our support, reassurance and efficiency now more than 

ever. 

Kind regards 

Laura Miller 

Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care & Health, Dorset Council 

 

Interested in becoming a 
Carer? 

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic has had a major 

impact on the economy globally, 

nationally and in Dorset. Relative 

to the UK, Dorset has a higher 

share of employment, output and 

businesses across the hardest hit 

sectors such as tourism and 

leisure. It has been estimated that 

40% of people in the county may not be able to return to their former 

employment due to redundancies or reduced hours and pay. Dorset Council is 

leading a new recruitment and training campaign for the Dorset adult social care 

sector. The aim is to raise awareness of the range of jobs available in this sector, 

and ultimately, recruit and retain new workers who want to make a long-term 

career in the sector. 

This will help social care providers to recruit more staff which in turn, reduces the 

numbers moving between settings and individual’s homes and ultimately, reduces 

the risk of transmission of COVID-19. The funding behind the campaign will also be 

used to facilitate access to additional online training courses for all providers, 

enabling a better skilled workforce. To find out more and to register your interest, 

visit www.dorsetsocialcare.co.uk. 
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“TAKE THESE CHAINS FROM MY HEART AND 
SET ME FREE” 

As I stood on the grass mound on a cold grey 

November day, distant memories came 

flooding back of a past long ago when time 

simply stood still. I was on the very spot where 

the Rock Park Open Air Baths stood until its 

demise in 1974 to make way for the then ultra 

modern North Devon Leisure Centre, now a 

rather tired looking 60s style building across the 

River Taw in Barnstaple. 

Sadly, there is nothing here now to mark the 

spot but this was where it all began for me and 

my love affair with swimming. During my early 

youth and into my teens, I would turn up and 

pay my 4d (four old pence) over the turnstile to 

Miss Gillum who sat behind the reception 

hatch in the entrance to the pool. If I was 

lucky, I had an extra penny for a piece of 

bread pudding cake after my swim. 

Having learnt to swim at the age of nine, I was still not involved in any competitive 

swimming until one fateful late summer’s day in 1960 when I was among a group 

of lads who decided to challenge each other to swim the most number of 

lengths. I can remember turning for my 60th. length when Bill Muscott, our baths 

superintendent called over to tell me to get 

out as it was getting dark! Harold Vernon 

happened to be on poolside and came 

over to suggest that I joined the Barnstaple 

Swimming Club the following summer. It 

changed my life forever. 

As chief coach to the club, Harold was to 

be my inspiration and mentor and I will 

never forget his bubbling enthusiasm for the 

sport. He eventually managed to sort out 

my stroke and I soon became involved in 

Water Polo as most clubs in those days had 

their own polo team.  

Every Tuesday evening throughout the 

summer, we had the excitement of a 

swimming gala followed by the highlight of 

 

 

http://www.dorsetsocialcare.co.uk/
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etc did not benefit from the late rains as they were already ripening when the 

rains came. This will result in higher food prices this winter, especially bread and 

biscuit products and of course meat products, which rely on barley being a major 

part of the animals rations during fattening. 

On this note I will say goodbye for now and God Bless you all. 

                                     Ted Cox 

The Decimal Clock 

 

Your editor fouled up last month!  

The final paragraph of this story 

was truncated, so profuse 

apologies to Paul.  Here is the 

remainder of that article. 

A historic athletic event took place 

on 6th May 1954, in Oxford, in front of 

three thousand people. This was 

when Roger G Bannister ran a record

-breaking, sub four-minute mile. 

Norris McWhirter (BBC commentator), apparently teased the stadium crowd, by 

delaying his announcement for as long as possible. “Ladies and Gentlemen, here 

is the result of event number 9, the one mile: first, number 41, R. G. Bannister, 

Amateur Athletic Association and formerly of Exeter and Merton Colleges, Oxford, 

with a time, which is a new English Native, British National, All-Comers, European, 

British Empire and World Record. The time was 3 minutes and 59.4 seconds”. As the 

final words came out of McWhirter’s mouth, the stadium erupted into a 

cacophony of fervour. 

If decimal time had taken a grip of the world during the French Revolution, there 

would not be a four-minute mile. Dr Roger G Bannister, prior to commencing a 

brilliant career in Investigative Neurology, would probably have contented himself 

with being a jogger. 

Paul J Openshaw (June 2020) 
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Grants for people and communities in Dorset Council 

Grants are now available to help improve the lives of people living or working in 

Dorset. Cultural, sporting and community organisations can now apply for money 

from Dorset Council’s Leisure Development Fund. We award small grants to 

voluntary, not-for profit community organisations and Town and Parish Councils. 

This is to support the development of: the arts, museums and heritage, outdoor 

play, village halls, sport – all for the direct benefit of people living or working in 

Dorset. 

Grants of up to £5,000 are available. Applications can be made for up to 20 per 

cent of a project’s cost and the money can be used for one-off or capital 

projects. More details are available at the Dorset Council website or you can 

contact Dorset Council’s Leisure Department by email or by calling 01305 

252250.The closing date for applications is 31 December 2020. Decision letters will 

be sent to all applicants in February 2021. 

 

Financial support for people 
needing to self-isolate 

This article is printed in good faith, as 

grant regimes are changing so fast. 

People on low incomes who are told by 

NHS Test and Trace to self-isolate – either 

due to a positive Covid-19 test or being 

in contact with someone who has tested 

positive – may be entitled to financial 

support during self-isolation. Since 28 

September, people across England have 

been required by law to self-isolate if 

they test positive or are contacted by 

NHS Test and Trace. Breaking this law 

could lead to a fine of between £1,000 

and £10,000. When self-isolating, people 

must not leave the house for any reason. 

They must not go to work, school or any 

other public spaces. Any exercise should be taken within the home, and friends or 

family should be asked to buy food or other essentials. Residents who receive 

benefits that have been told to self-isolate but are unable to work from home, 

losing income, are eligible for a Test and Trace Support Payment of £500. 

You must be currently receiving Universal Credit, Working Tax Credit, income-

based Employment and Support Allowance, income-based Jobseeker’s 

Allowance, Income Support, Housing Benefit and/or Pension Credit and have 

been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace.   

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/support-for-voluntary-and-community-organisations/funding/leisure-development-fund.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/support-for-voluntary-and-community-organisations/funding/leisure-development-fund.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/support-for-voluntary-and-community-organisations/funding/leisure-development-fund.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/support-for-voluntary-and-community-organisations/funding/leisure-development-fund.aspx
mailto:leisurewdwp@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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How to Claim 

Visit www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment  

The claim e-form will ask people to provide: 

 The unique ID number from their NHS Test and Trace notification, details of 

employment, 

 a recent bank statement, your National Insurance number 

For residents who may need help completing the form, please call 01305 221000 

and a member of Dorset Council’s Customer Services team will attempt to fill the 

form in for them over the phone.  

 

OFSTED visit  

 We have recently completed an Ofsted inspection within part of Children’s 

Services which was very positive. Local Area colleagues from across the council, 

the CCG, schools, health providers and the voluntary sector came together to 

shine a light on the experiences of children with Special Education Needs or 

Disabilities during this Covid period.  The inspectors recognised that multi-agency 

working has been significantly strengthened this year.  They found that leadership 

was clear and dynamic, and they praised practitioners from across services for 

putting children at the heart of all we do. They recognised that our greater focus 

on co-production and personalisation has delivered improvements for families. The 

inspectors praised the recent ‘Summer in Dorset’ as an example of our ambition. 

We will share OFSTED’s official letter when we get it.  

 

Green Homes Grant Award 

We have been successful with our joint bid 

with BCP Council for additional Green Homes 

Grant funding. The bid was for £859,400.  

This money will allow the Council to offer 

grants at slightly different (more favourable) 

conditions than the national scheme which 

will also be available in Dorset.  So for 

example under the national scheme no gas 

heating systems are allowed however with 

our funding we can offer gas central heating 

if that is the only viable option as long as it is 

future proofed (i.e. can be converted to 

hydrogen or ground source heat pump in the 

future). This would be very important in some areas such as Weymouth where 
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Here in Dorset we are 

experiencing a very mild 

autumn, where happenings 

such as leaf fall is well behind 

the usual times. The large 

leaved trees, such as the horse 

chestnut, or conker tree as we 

all knew it, which played a 

very important part in the 

country boys’ life at this time 

of year. Playing conkers was a 

very important part of our life 

come the autumn, when with 

a meat skewer to make a hole 

through the mature conker and a piece of string knotted at one end and 

threaded through the conker, we were ready to compete with any other 

youngster. It was very obvious who the conker kings were because they would 

have their trouser pockets bulging with conkers and string dangling down their 

side. 

Today, conkers are not allowed because they are considered a safety hazard. In 

our day even carrying a sharp pointed article, such as a metal meat skewer was 

acceptable because it was a necessity to make a hole through the conker so 

that it could be hung on a string to act as a destroyer of every one else’s conker 

You would take it in turn to hold your conker dangling on its string, while your 

opposite number tried to smash yours by swinging his on the end of its string. You 

would take it in turns to strike a blow until one of the conkers broke down. If you 

won you could go on to another challenge. You then kept a record of the 

number of conkers that yours had destroyed and proudly let everyone know if 

yours was a oner, twoer ,threer etc. There was one way of ensuring that you had 

a winner and that was by leaving your conker in the oven of the kitchen 

overnight. This baked the conker and hardened it to become a champion of 

champions. 

Now let us get back to today’s world and turn to the leaves of the horse chestnut, 

which at this time of year should be browning off and because of its size and 

weight being one of the first to defoliate. But it isn’t happening this year, nor are 

the other large leaf trees, such as the ash, the sweet chestnut, the sycamore the 

maple etc. are not shedding their leaves yet. However the seed production in 

these trees seems to be quite prolific. 

Grasses too are having a wonderful autumn, after a very poor early summer. This 

is a godsend to the stock farmers, who had poor hay and silage crops because 

of the very dry start to the growing period. Now they are going to be able to 

leave their animals out grazing for longer than usual due to the very kind growing 

conditions now. One set of grasses, the cereal crops of wheat, barley, oats, rye 

 

http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment


62 

November 2020 

 

LOCKDOWN STORIES 

Over the Hill      November 2020  

It is very difficult to believe that I am now in my eightieth year and that the world 

has changed so much since my childhood. I am thinking environmentally in 

particular. For example, changes in weather, plant and animal life, crop yields, 

diets and of course medicine and health matters. 

One of the dramatic plant 

changes that I can relate to is that 

of the common, spring violet (viola 

odorata), which has appeared in 

the cracks in the concrete path 

and steps near our front door, 

where they have been emerging in 

q u i te  v i g or ou s  c lump s .  I 

deliberately left them because I 

thought they were something 

special and indeed they were. 

Now flowers are emerging and 

they are those of the above violet 

species and this is the middle of October practically. 

Since writing the above, I have looked up this species in my Clapham Tutin and 

Warburg’s Flora of the British Isles, where it does say that this species does indeed 

flower in the autumn. I certainly didn’t know that and I have been aware of this 

flower for some seventy five years. Of course in my childhood it was not illegal to 

pick wild flowers and we took great pleasure in taking bunches of different 

flowers home to my mother and grandmother. 

Today many of the sites, where these wild flowers grew have been taken over for 

‘intensive agriculture’, horticulture, forestry as well as for building more housing, 

factories and leisure facilities. With a hugely increased population both in the 

British Isles and the world in general, there is a great need for more land to 

produce foodstuff and drinks. This has resulted not only in natural habitats being 

reduced or in some places completely altered, making it impossible for specific 

plants and animals, which have always lived there to be annihilated. 

Mankind has not only completely wrecked certain habitats but it has caused 

another huge environmental factor, namely climate change. This year, 2020 has 

seen many climate records beaten, from very dry hot weather causing huge 

forest fires throughout the world and in our case woodland fires locally in 

Wareham forest, which have caused the death of many plants and animals, 

some of which were already very sparse. We, the people of this earth must be 

aware of what our actions can create or destroy. 
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there is no real alternative to gas central heating at the moment. It may take 

some time for the grant to come through and I hope to give more information on 

this early next year 

 

Missed Bins 

There has been a series of vehicle 

breakdowns and blocked streets 

which have prevented the lorries 

from getting through. Residents 

can report a missed bin 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/

bins-recycling-and-litter/report-a-

b i n - p r o b l e m / m i s s e d - b i n -

collection.aspx 

They can also access this from the 

Dorset Council homepage by 

clicking on Bins, Recycling & Litter 

> Report a Bin Problem > Report a Missed Collection. Once you have opened the 

form to report the missed collection, and entered your address, the form will alert 

you to any service disruptions in their area. This will also show when you can 

expect a recollection. If it's not a widespread problem (just a single bin missed in 

error) then you will need to complete the form and at the end it will give an 

indication as to when the team aim to get the bin emptied (usually within 5 

working days). 

 

Dorset County Hospital Car Park 

Just to show that we do override our Officers’ recommendations sometimes!  

Multi-storey car park plans at Dorset Council Hospital have been approved 

against the recommendations of planning officers - to the delight of clinicians and 

MPs.  

Councillors unanimously voted to approve plans to build the car park as part of a 

£62.5 million government investment to expand key services at the hospital under 

the National Health Infrastructure plan. The multi-storey car park forms part of 

wider plans to expand the emergency department and Intensive Care Unit (ICU) 

as well as establishing an Integrated Care Hub. Planning bosses had advised 

members of Dorset Council’s Area Planning Committee to refuse the car park due 

to its 'size, positioning and massing'.  

But following a lengthy debate about whether the social and economic benefits 

of the expansion 'clearly and significantly outweighed the visual and landscape 

 

http://www.thisismoneyback.co.uk/money.php
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

impact of the size of the car park on the surrounding area, the plans were given 

the go ahead.  

 

Brexit - temporary planning permission for processing lorries 

Sorry to raise the subject but it now has some local implications. Legislation has 

been approved in Parliament to grant temporary planning permission for land 

to be used for processing lorries entering and leaving Great Britain, this came into 

force on 24 September 2020.  Dorset Council and Bournemouth, Christchurch and 

Poole are among the 29 local authority areas affected. 

In summary, it grants temporary planning permission for development consisting 

of the use of land, in specified parts of England, for border processing and the 

associated stationing of vehicles (particularly goods vehicles) entering or leaving 

Great Britain. 

Dorset is host to Portland Port and neighbouring authorities contain significant 

ports that are easily accessible. Consequently, it is possible that we may see 

proposals come forward. Nevertheless, there remains a large part of the Dorset 

that would not be affected.  

 

Surgery  

We are not holding face to face meetings now. However, we would be delighted 

to ring and talk to you. Please ring or email us with the subject matter so that we 

can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com 

telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

 

Dorset Property Care 
Allan Slater 

Based in Briantspuddle 
 

 Services 

 Building maintenance 

 General joinery 

 Garden maintenance 

 Ground works 

 

07973 158092 
 

allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 
www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 

mailto:Allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
http://Www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
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The Parish Council met remotely via Zoom on Thursday 8th October 2020. The next 

meeting will be on Thursday 12th November, again remotely. If you wish to join the 

meeting, or wish to send a question in to be read out, please contact the clerk 

beforehand. Three members of the public joined the meeting. 

 

Black Hill Information Boards 

Amy Gallagher, who works for Dorset Council Urban Heaths Partnership, and is 

coordinating for Natural England and the landowner, joined the meeting to share 

a design for information boards explaining the importance of Black Hill as a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest, (SSSI). It is hoped the signs will be put up at each of the 

entrances to Black Hill SSSI, and that they will help the public to better understand 

the ecology and wildlife of this important site in the parish. 

 

Post Office 

We discussed the very sad 

closure of the Royal Oak. We 

wished to extend our very 

grateful thanks to Janette and 

her team for their sterling work 

during lockdown in providing 

take away meals, and for 

keeping the Post Office running 

during that very difficult time. 

We are concerned about the 

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:  Ian Ventham  471480 ianrventham@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman:  Bryan Benjafield  07969 

770890  

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk  

Parish Clerk:  Amanda 

Crocker  

472327 bereregispc@gmail.com 

Websites: www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.bereregis.org 

BERE REGIS NEWS 
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future of the Post Office and will be discussing what might be possible should the 

Post Office not be able to continue operating from the Royal Oak. 

 

Remembrance Sunday, 8th November  

A short Service of Remembrance 

will be held at the War Memorial on 

Sunday 8th November, when 

muffled bells will be tolled, a short 

service held, the Silence observed 

and wreaths laid by representatives 

of the community. The service will 

be preceded by a parade of the 

Union Flag and wreath bearers from 

the Scout Hut to the churchyard 

and all will be very welcome to 

stand on Manor Farm Road or West 

Street instead of joining the parade.  

Attendance in the churchyard will be 

limited. We would encourage everyone 

who wishes to join in the commemoration 

to do so from home or in the street. The 

Service and the timings will be published 

in the November Parish Magazine and on 

the village Facebook page. We are 

hoping to provide a live podcast which 

parishioners can follow. 

Anyone who wishes to attend the service 

in person should contact Sandra Williams, 

our Associate Priest on 01929 792235, or 

Sarah Welton on 471562. Priority will be 

given to Service and ex-Service people and Service relatives. 

 

2021 Calendar 

The Parish Council is, once again, sponsoring the production of the Village 

Calendar. Profits from sales will go to the BereConnect Community Fund 

 

Benches 

As mentioned last month, the Council has bought picnic benches for installation in 

the nature reserve near the Bere Stream, for the enjoyment of residents. If you 
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would be interested in remembering 

a loved one by making a donation 

and having a plaque placed on any 

of these please contact the Clerk, 

A m a n d a  C r o c k e r  o n 

bereregispc@gmail.com. 

 

Play Park  

The Play Park is now open, and 

reinforced feet are being fitted to 

some of the equipment to prolong 

their life. We will be placing a rake 

and a brush in a container on site and would ask any parents who are willing, to 

take a few minutes to pick up any litter, brush any displaced rubber chippings off 

the paths, and to rake flat the chippings. A councillor and the Lengthsman have 

recently attended a Play Park Inspection Course, to enable us to continue to run 

the park safely and in compliance with the regulations. We hope everyone enjoys 

the area responsibly and, as always, if anyone spots any faults please contact the 

Clerk. 

 

Lengthsman’s Duties 

The Lengthsman is paid out of the Parish precept to which we all contribute 

through our Council Tax. You may be interested to know how his time was 

allocated in the last month or so: 

 36% Tree work and grass cutting in the Elder Road area 

 28% Cemetery grass cutting and maintenance 

 18% Maintenance of rights of way 

 7% Play Park work 

 10 % Other work including, Car Park, Verges, Rubbish Collection and 

dealing with Fly Tipping 

 

Tree Planting 

Dorset Trees have agreed to assist with the planting of 20 or 30 trees in the “no-

man’s land” area near the school gates. These will be native, broad leaf trees, 

which will transform a rather derelict piece of land into an attractive copse over 

time. 
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Speeding on Rye Hill 

The Council had a long discussion about the issue 

of vehicles speeding in both directions on Rye Hill. 

Our County Councillor, Peter Wharf, mentioned that 

there was an exercise being carried out by the 

County Council to define what the county-wide 

criteria should be for the introduction of 20 mph 

limits.  

We looked at the statistics gleaned from our annual 

traffic survey on Rye Hill which has been carried out 

in the month of May each year since 2014. These 

show that volumes of traffic have barely risen in that 

time, but there has been a slow increase in speed 

since 2015, perhaps coinciding with the closure of 

the old school and the consequent reduction in 

cars parking on the hill. The average mean speed is 

now around 31 to 32 mph. Whilst 60 % of vehicles do 

exceed the 30mph speed limit, only 20% go faster than 35mph, and just 1% go 

over 45mph.  

We agreed to wait for the 20mph criteria to be published before addressing 

whether we would recommend reducing the speed limit. We decided to 

resuscitate the purchase of a Speed Indicator Device (SID), which had been put 

on hold at the beginning of lockdown, with a view to using it both on Rye Hill and 

elsewhere. When the SID is available, we would ask for the indicator presently 

working on Rye Hill near the old school to be removed. 

Ian Ventham 

 

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 

When COVID 19 struck, and we were all forced into lockdown, we found ourselves 

in a very strange and confusing world. It was for many a very difficult time. Some 

people faced isolation, and badly needed the comfort of a sympathetic ear to 

talk to. Others needed help with shopping or with collecting prescriptions. Many 

struggled to juggle jobs with child care. We all had to get used to coping in a 

much-changed world.  

Thankfully, there were many fellow residents who stepped up to help neighbours, 

or who altered how their businesses were run or spotted where help was needed, 

and provided it. 

With suggestions from all sections of our community, these are the people and, in 
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some cases the organisations, who have been nominated to receive a Certificate 

of Appreciation for what they did, and in many cases continue to do, to help 

alleviate some of the problems caused by the pandemic. 

We cannot, for now, present the actual Certificates, so we are publishing the 

names first, in no particular order, in the hope that in the not too distant future we 

may be able to hold an awards ceremony and honour all these people in an 

appropriate way. 

 Ned Massey – for entertaining us with his comics on Facebook 

 Andy Hawkins –for keeping Key Workers vehicles going 

 Mike Moorse and the Spar Shop team– for keeping the village supplied with 

food 

 Dr Jackson and the Surgery team – for keeping us in good health 

 The Wareham Health Visitors team – for keeping the home visits going 

 Amanda and Kevin Crocker at Rye Hill Farm shop – for keeping the village 

supplied with fresh fruit and veg 

 Janette and the Royal Oak and Post Office – for supplying takeaways and 

keeping the Post Office functioning 

 Rachael Brown and the team at the School – for providing continuing 

childcare for the children of key workers in school, and education for all our 

children through distance learning 

 James Hawkins – for taking on many additional Parish Magazine delivery 

rounds 

 Jo Bruce and family -- for help with the food bank 

 Jo Syrett and Claire Syrett -- for help with the food bank 

 Alison and Paul Bennett – for organising and running the food bank 

 Jade Hart – for art work to lift the spirits and for decorating the front of the 

village hall 

 Simon Walker – for providing food takeaways for others from the Royal Oak 

 Laurraine Veal of Zero Waste – for providing a much-needed service 

throughout the period 

 Sue Stone – for delivering prescriptions 

 Mike Gee – for delivering prescriptions  

 Alix Paterson – for delivering prescriptions 
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 James Barclay – for delivering prescriptions 

 Alison Debenham – for delivering prescriptions and keeping the Parish 

Magazine going 

 Diana Fairhurst – for delivering prescriptions 

 Mike Menzies – for delivering prescriptions 

 Andy and Dee Meaton – for delivering prescriptions 

 Brenda House and the BereConnect Volunteers – for the services delivered 

by the BereConnect Volunteer team  

 Bridgette Horven – for helping people with shopping and prescription 

collection throughout lockdown  

  Pip Evans – for the weekly pub quizzes 

  Carol Ann Miller – for keeping the Post Office going throughout the period 

 Liz Farley and the  BereConnect Telephone Buddies team -- for providing 

contact with isolated residents  

 Sarah Sanders and the Kingsbere Kitchen Team  -  for supplying take away 

meals for the food bank throughout lockdown 
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The 2021 edition of the Annual 

Bere Regis Calendar is now on 

sale in both the Spar and The 

Post Office.  

Priced at £5, this features great 

photographs from local 

photographers and all profits 

from the sales will go to the 

BereConnect Emergency Fund, 

assisting those suffering from 

the financial implications of the 

Coronavirus. 

If you would like to purchase one 

and can't get to the Spar or Post 

Office then please contact Bryan 

Benjafield on 

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk 

or 07969 770890 and I would be 

happy to deliver within Bere 

Regis for you! 
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Thank you again to Tony Bates for sending in these extracts from Bill Lucas’s book 

about his boyhood in Bere Regis. 

THE STORY OF CHILDHOOD IN BERE REGIS 

IN THE YEARS AROUND THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR  -  PART 7 
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

It is said that autumn is the season you can smell – that 

has been so true of this Autumn. With heavy rains and 

damp conditions vegetation has been beaten down 

and now decaying, fungi have thrived, whilst the 

brighter days have provided us with a dazzling display 

of varied tree leaf and fruit colours and have you 

noticed how plentiful acorns have been. If you can, do get out and enjoy the last 

of Autumn’s wonderful natural show.  

 

Stonewort in the nature reserve 
pond 

We were interested to find a somewhat 

unusual submerged plant in the nature 

reserve pond. It was very dominant in the 

pond during the latter period of the dry 

weather. This is 

Stonewort also 

k n o w n  a s 

Chara vulgaris It was somewhat unusual being 

polymorphic which means it is a botanical stage 

between algae and full plant form. We normally know 

algae as the green or red colour on stones or trees. 

This is aquatic with fine strands rather than storks and 

small red fruiting bodies.  The pictures show it 

magnified at x20.   Interestingly after the rains came 

and the pond filled up it disappeared. It probably 

arrived there on bird’s feet. 

 

Souls Moor Ponies  

By the time you read this the ponies will have probably left Souls Moor for their 

warmer and drier winter quarters.  The ponies will hopefully return late spring next 

year. As previously mentioned the ponies are there to help with wildlife 

conservation and restoration. They have spent the summer munching through the 

long rank grasses that have built up during the period Souls Moor was ungrazed. 

The long rank grasses tend to dominate and out-compete a range of more 

interesting and valuable wildflowers. Thanks to their work we have already seen 

more wildflowers appearing. With continued summer grazing by the ponies the 
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long vegetation will reduce further and we look forward to seeing a more varied 

array of plants and wildflowers. 

 

Conservation Working Parties 

Our first Saturday of the month Conservation Working Parties will be going ahead 

over the winter period. However, they are limited by the ‘rule of six’ and activities 

arranged to observe safe social distancing at all times. So, we will not be 

extending the normal open invite to the working parties. Instead, if you wish to 

attend please email mike.n.g@outlook.com Six of those people showing an 

interest will  be then invited to attend.  

 

Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our e-mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com / 01929 471563  

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or 

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 0775 988 4942 

 

Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 
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BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

“VILLA-5” Discovery at Bere Regis 

At the end of the long hot summer of 2018 a number of 

crop-marks appeared in the fields around Bere Regis. 

After establishing their positions we looked at aerial photos 

from decades past and found them again, but not quite 

so obviously in those images.  

Explorations began immediately and it was obvious from the beginning that what 

we had termed "Villa-5" was perhaps the most impressive. It was a building about 

36m (117 ft) long with two square structures at each end making a complex with 

a total length of 70m (230 ft). 

The Villa itself had the same 

length as our current Parish 

church and the square "wings" 

to the Villa were perhaps a 

"kitchen garden" (south) and a 

family cemetery (North).  

The assumption of the burial 

ground was based on surface 

finds of Black-Burnish ware 

pottery the same as that 

already found on the Barrow Hill 

b u r i a l  g r o u n d  a l r e a d y 

discovered. Since that time non- 

invasive exploration involving 

surface field-walks have 

revealed many finds associated 

with “Villa-5” including building 

materials and domestic pottery 

from the First to Fifth century.  

The plan shown here is 

compared to our Parish church 

to show the size of the Roman 

Villa, and perhaps to indicate 

the significance of this new find. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mike.n.g@outlook.com
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

We want to help keep people safe while allowing businesses to sell fireworks in a 

safe and   legal way. So, if you see firework sellers storing fireworks in a way that 

appears to you to be unsafe, or selling to people under 18 years old, then we’d 

like to hear about that promptly please. You can report it to us via the Citizens 

Advice consumer helpline on freephone 0808 223 1133. 

If you are a business thinking of selling fireworks then further advice on how to do 

that safely can be obtained from our website https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/

business-consumers-licences/licences-and-permits/explosives-licences/explosives-

licence.aspx  or by calling our business advice line on 01305 225063.  

 

 

All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

g.lewis515@btinternet.com. 

39 

November 2020 

 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/licences-and-permits/explosives-licences/explosives-licence.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/licences-and-permits/explosives-licences/explosives-licence.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/licences-and-permits/explosives-licences/explosives-licence.aspx
mailto:g.lewis515@btinternet.com
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DAME JUDI DENCH TO JUDGE 
SCHOOLCHILDREN’S POETRY COMPETITION 
IN AID OF ENDANGERED BARN OWLS AT 
BERE MARSH FARM 

Hundreds of Dorset schoolchildren wanting to 

save the endangered Barn Owls at Bere Marsh 

Farm have had a dramatic boost to their new 

poetry and performance competition from 

one of Britain’s most illustrious and decorated 

actresses, Dame Judi Dench. 

The Oscar and BAFTA awards winning star has 

thrilled youngsters and teachers at schools 

throughout the Blandford and Sturminster 

Newton areas by agreeing to judge the ‘Icons 

in the Landscape’ competition in support of 

the fund raising campaign to replace the roof 

on the beloved owls’ tumbledown home in 

which they have nested and reared young for over 20 years. 

‘It is no exaggeration to say excitement levels are through the roof,’ says Charlotte 

Weatherley, Assistant Head of Knighton House School and creator of the Icons 

competition which launches this week. 

‘We are absolutely delighted by Dame Judi’s wonderful gesture of support as she 

will be offering her expertise to our young writers and performers and casting an 

expert gaze over their efforts. 

‘At Knighton House and, indeed, throughout all of Dorset, we take our learning 

very seriously. What we learn is as important as how we learn it. In the very varied 

roles she has played and her resilience under difficult circumstances, Dame Judi 

Dench personifies the learner all pupils aspire to be.’ 

The competition, which has a junior section for youngsters in the 7-11 age group 

and a senior category open to those aged between 12-14, requires entrants to 

write, perform and record a poem inspired by the term, Icons in  the Landscape. 

They can, if they wish, ask someone else to perform it or be joined by others in their 

own performance. 

It is open to all the schools in the Blandford Schools Network, including Bryanston, 

Knighton House, The Blandford School and eight local primary schools, as well as 

five specially invited schools including Sturminster Newton High, William Barnes 

Primary, St Nicholas Primary, Clayesmore School (Prep and Senior School) and 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

Selling fireworks safely 

Guy Fawkes night is approaching, 

and many businesses are taking 

delivery of fireworks ready to supply 

their customers. Did you know the 

Explosives Regulations 2014 require 

businesses storing fireworks and 

other explosives to have a licence 

and to store fireworks safely?  

Trading Standards grant licences 

according to the amount and type 

of explosive a business wants to 

store. Most fireworks sold to 

consumers are classed as ‘hazard 

type 4’ and a licence from us allows 

storage of up to 250kg of net explosive content. We also inspect business premises 

to ensure the proposed store is safe and compliant.   

The outer transport packaging that fireworks are delivered to shops in help to 

keep fireworks safe. Ideally in shops fireworks should be kept in those same closed 

transport packages inside a locked storeroom that is used exclusively for the 

storage of fireworks. It sounds obvious but fireworks should be stored away from 

combustible material such as cigarette lighters, but that includes other sources of 

ignition such as electrical fuse boards.  

If a dedicated locked storeroom is not available then fireworks should be stored in 

their closed transport packaging away from the sales area in a fire-resistant 

cabinet, container, or suitable cage. A lesser amount of fireworks can be 

displayed in a suitable display case in the shop floor area for customers to see, 

but no fireworks should be on display for sale outside of any shop display case.  

It is also right to remember that it is illegal to sell fireworks or sparklers to any person 

under the age of 18 years old. 

 

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy Cancelled 

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup Cancelled 

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup Cancelled 

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup Cancelled 

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs Steve Carpenter 

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer  -  5th December at 

Wareham Golf Club | 
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Hanford Prep School. 

Overall, it is anticipated that close to 1,000 youngsters will take part in the 

competition for which the closing date is November 13. 

It is in support of the £30,000 fund raising campaign launched last month by the 

wildlife friendly farming charity, the Countryside Restoration Trust, as its first 

initiative after the purchase of the iconic Bere Marsh Farm at Shillingstone, near 

Blandford Forum.  

The Barn Owls, a key indicator species of a healthy eco environment and 

regularly spotted by families, ramblers, naturalists and cyclists using trailways and 

footpaths which cross the 92-acre farm, are in severe danger of becoming 

homeless - just before the onset of winter - because the roof of their ancient barn 

is on the brink of collapse. 

‘The Barn Owls are iconic of 

Bere Marsh and very much 

beloved by young and old 

throughout the surrounding 

c o m m u n i t y .  W e  f e l t 

compelled to help the CRT in 

its efforts to save them from 

becoming forced out and 

homeless. It would have been 

unthinkable not to act’ points 

out Charlotte Weatherley. 

The support and enthusiasm of 

the schools for the beloved 

owls struck Dame Judi, Patron of the Countryside Restoration Trust, and so she 

decided the youngsters should get her support. 

Joining her in the judging duties will be local Dorset poet and writer, David 

Caddy, author of eight books and editor of the international literary journal, Tears 

in the Fence. 

Says Elaine Spencer White, CRT manager at Bere Marsh, ‘Icons in the Landscape 

is a wonderful tribute to the barn owls and a brilliant subject for a poetry 

competition. I’m sure it will inspire some terrific entries and Dame Judi with David 

Caddy will have a very challenging time picking the winners. 

‘We are grateful to all the schools and pupils who are participating and are 

delighted that the owls have evoked such affection and support.  

‘Saving them is paramount – they are the very symbols of Bere Marsh and our 

oldest residents.’ 

Announcement of the winning entries and runners up will be on November 27. 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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BERE REGIS WI 

With the threat of tighter restrictions on the 

horizon and no end in sight, we were feeling a 

little glum and uninspired when it came to putting 

together this month’s contribution to the 

magazine. 

But, in true WI fashion, we rallied and cheered ourselves up with something a little 

more light-hearted than the recent pieces about our resolutions.  How many of 

the 22 words from the list on the opposite page (loosely associated with the WI) 

hidden in the grid can you find?  Answers next month.  Happy searching… 

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

We hope that everyone is keeping safe 

and well. 

 

Flu 

Our flu campaign is drawing to a close for patients who are over 65 or are under 

65 with long term conditions. Please don’t delay in letting us know whether you 

would like a flu jab this year - call Reception on 01929 471268. 

By the time you read this I am sure we will have had guidance on flu vaccinations 

for our 50 - 64 year old patients.  Please see our website 

www.bereregissurgery.nhs.uk for up to date information. 

 

Medication collections 

We have had requests to extend our dispensary opening 

time to later in the evening, so from Thursday 5th 

November, our dispensary hatch will stay open on 

Thursdays only until 6.00pm 

 

Thank you’s 

Everyone at the Surgery would like to say a huge “thank you” to everyone who is 

part of the fantastic Bere Connect service who have helped us with delivering 

medication over the past months.  I think we all hoped that we would be COVID 

free by now, but the ongoing support is hugely welcomed and appreciated. 

We would also like to extend a huge “thank you” to Adrian Standfield who cuts 

our hedges – his community service – which we very much appreciate too. 
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If you are like me and I 

always do too many 

vegetables on a Sunday 

then this is a great way to 

use them up. 

You could leave out the 

meat and add peppers or 

extra vegetables. 

 

Ingredients 

 1 pack ready roll short 

crust pastry. 

 Vegetable oil 

 250g (8oz) cooked root veg (e.g. potatoes, parsnips carrots) 

 2 onions chopped 

 2 unpeeled everyday apples, chopped 

 3 rashers of bacon cut up 

 75ml milk (2floz) 

 100g (3oz) grated cheese (plus a little extra for the topping) 

 1 egg beaten 

 

Method 

1. Preheat oven 180c/Gas 4/ 350F 

2. Lightly oil / line an 8inch deep metal tin 

3. Add a dash of oil to a pan and lightly fry the bacon and onions 

until they start to brown.  

4. Add the apples and root vegetables, cook for a further 3-4 minutes 

stirring regularly. 

5. Then add the milk, cheese and a little salt and pepper stir and then 

mix in the egg and put the mixture into the pastry case. 

6. Top with a little extra grated cheese and bake for 20-25 mins until 

golden brown. 

 

http://www.bereregissurgery.nhs.uk
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