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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Dear readers 

Your magazine this month has quite a different 

content from that which you have come to expect. 

I knew that contributions from all our clubs and 

societies and event advertisements would diminish, 

so I put out a plea for some additional articles, 

stories and new material.  These flooded in, thick 

and fast, and, as you can see, have resulted in a 

bumper issue.   

I hope that this will be welcomed by many of you, especially those who don’t 

wish to participate in social media  - so miss some of the news which is regularly 

posted on the village Facebook groups  - or those who simply don’t have internet 

access so are not able to visit the two village websites. 

May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved 

in bringing this publication to your doors and especially our team of delivery folk. 

Some have had to temporarily relinquish this task  - but their rounds have been 

taken on by other volunteers. 

If you are concerned about the safety of printed material coming through your 

letter box, please rest assured that all precautions are being taken by the team, 

but, if you would prefer not to receive your monthly magazine until the 

‘lockdown’ period is over, then do let me know.  My contact details are inside the 

back cover. 

Stay safe, stay well, stay smiling 

Alison Debenham 
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Dear friends 

I have been so impressed at the way the communities of Bere Regis, Affpuddle 

and Briantspuddle with Turnerspuddle have responded to the Covid-19 

pandemic, looking out for others, sharing and caring via the schemes set up, the 

rainbows, teddies, the clapping that has definitely got louder on a Thursday 

evening, our wonderful village shops run with such care for staff or volunteers and 

customers, the surgery and pharmacy, I could go on – thank you all of you,   

As I write this in the middle of April, none of us really have any idea what will have 

happened two weeks hence when this magazine is hopefully delivered to your 

door.  I imagine we will still be in lockdown and I imagine that we all cope with the 

situation in different ways.  Did you get on and do all those jobs that needed 

doing at home in the first couple of weeks and are only now learning a slower 

pace of life or are you more like me, hoping you don’t run out of time to get 

round to doing all the jobs that need doing?   

Church website:  www.bereregiswith affpuddle.org.uk 

Our Mission:  
To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 

music and the arts; 
 

To encourage everyone in the 

Christian faith through example, 

learning and spiritual growth; 
 

To make our churches open and 

welcoming to all, and supportive of 

those in need; 
 

To challenge injustice at home and 

abroad and to balance our care for 

the environment. 

Our Vision:  
To make Christ’s love 

known in the world today 

and to live out his teaching 

A LETTER FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

THE PARISHES of BERE REGIS and AFFPUDDLE 

with TURNERSPUDDLE 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

   

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  

15th  Salt and Pepper Club  

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

18th Salt and Pepper Club  

23rd Communibus  -  Ottery Nursery, Exeter  

25th PiP Summer Show 6.00pm 

26th PiP Summer Show 7.00pm 

27th PiP Summer Show 2.00pm 

 July  

7th Communibus  -  Portland Bill  

7th FG: Irene Hickson: Chelsea Gold  

8th AL: A speaker from Natural England  

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  New Forest Lavender  

 August  

11th Communibus  -  Groves Nursery and West Bay  

12th AL: Home Grown Entertainments, bring a pencil and a poem  

20th Salt and Pepper Club  

25th Communibus  -  Sidmouth  
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I have enjoyed a slower pace of life; I even washed my car myself the other day – 

can’t recall the last time I did that.  I have enjoyed the beautiful weather, making 

good use of paths that are now drying out in my exercise time.  This area of Dorset 

is certainly one of beauty, it has been a delight to notice how the trees and 

hedges have come to life, to notice a few bluebells and then, only a few days 

later, see a carpet of them.  The birds are singing louder, or maybe that’s because 

they are not competing with traffic and aeroplanes, the natural world just seems 

calmer as if it is breathing a huge sigh of relief.   

I have also started to attend to the 

Vicarage garden, my excuse for leaving 

things as they are for the birds over 

winter is no longer a valid one.  I must 

say that whilst it is quite large, it appears 

to be the easiest of the borrowed 

gardens we’ve been stewards of so far.  

It doesn’t have the ‘wild’ areas that 

we’ve had before, overrun with 

brambles, cow parsley and the 

dreaded bind weed.  At the moment 

there is no sign of frog spawn in the 

pond, but I have seen signs of at least 

one frog who manages to keep out of 

Zinnie’s way.  Having fallen in the pond 

last August, when only 7 months old, on 

a visit to her new home, Zinnie is wary of 

water, she does enjoy leaping over it and she is becoming attracted to the weed 

in it, which sometimes sticks to her beard giving an impression of the monster from 

the deep lagoon!  Hopefully, if there is anything else living in it, she will leave well 

alone. 

Because of these strange times I have had to embrace social media a bit more 

than I did before.  I had only recently joined the village Facebook page and, as a 

rule, I wouldn’t normally post on it, but I can now post pictures and words, thank 

you to those who have liked my posts or made encouraging comments.  It’s not a 

natural thing for me and I’ve never even tried twitter or Instagram!  The telephone 

has been vital for keeping in touch with parishioners and I know that many in the 

congregations are using this method to keep in touch with those who are more 

isolated than usual.   

Thanks to Rev Jenny Alidina and her husband Naj we’ve managed to have 

streamed worship since Mothering Sunday in the Benefice via Zoom.  It’s been 

encouraging to see that each week participants have increased as we’ve been 

able to meet together for Sunday worship, Holy Week Night Prayers, Good Friday 

morning Messy Church and in the afternoon an Hour Reflection at the Cross.  The 

streamed worship will continue on a Sunday for the foreseeable future, if you’d like 

details please email me. (see centre spread for photos of these events. Ed.) 
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After the pain and distress of Good Friday and the excitement and joy of that first 

Easter morning, the disciples were probably a bag of nerves. Not knowing who 

and what to believe about Jesus, frightened that the authorities were looking for 

them, they locked themselves away, they went into isolation.  Of course, we now 

know all about isolation, but we are doing it to keep people safe, to look after the 

NHS and carers and therefore to save lives.  But just as the disciples were 

frightened and anxious, it’s the same for us.  Whilst it looks like the peak may have 

been reached, there’s still really no knowing what our future will look like.  But just 

as Jesus appeared to the disciples after the resurrection and said ‘Peace be with 

you’, he says it to us today.  God’s love is peace and is emphasized through the 

dedication, sacrificial love and skill of NHS personnel, medical researchers and all 

other key workers who risk their personal safety, God’s love is also apparent in 

every person, adult or child, responding to the call to stay home where they can 

and therefore save lives. We must not give up, because such sacrificial love brings 

hope and possibility to us all. 

With blessings for a safe Eastertide,  

Sandra 

OUR CATHEDRAL COMMUNICATIONS 

From the Dean of Salisbury 

 

The Word, or the Bird? 

The nationwide lockdown has 

meant that, like many other 

churches, the Cathedral has had 

to increase its digital output and 

enlarge its online presence at 

breakneck speed.  We have been 

encouraged by the comments on 

our efforts that we have received 

from across the Diocese and 

beyond.  But while it is heartening to note that (for example) our virtual Palm 

Sunday service attracted far more worshippers than could ever have fitted into 

the building, it is simultaneously humbling to note that our liturgy and our music 

are not the most sought-after feature on our website.  

That honour belongs to the peregrine falcons who have returned to nest on our 

roof in 2020.  Their live webcam recorded nearly 45,000 page views in March 

2020, numbers that outstrip the reach of the clergy’s most passionately eloquent 

sermons! 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 June  

9th Communibus  -  Swanage  

9th FG:Open demonstration – National demonstrator Michael Bowyer 

MBE: Designing for Summer, venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 
 

10th AL: Eyes along the Coast, Tim Colquhoun  

 

ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 

May dates have been removed due to current lockdown 

situation.  June are potentially subject to change 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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In our present circumstances the popularity of the peregrines is easily understood.  

Self-isolation means that time spent online has increased, and home schooling 

has sent carers looking for resources for every aspect of the curriculum.  Of 

course.  

But perhaps there 

are other reasons, 

too.  While we all 

adjust to our 

changed and 

s t r a i t e n e d 

circumstances – 

staying at home, 

social distancing, 

a n d  l o o m i n g 

economic hardship 

– the peregrines 

carry on as they 

always do.  They are oblivious to the anxiety and fear that circulate below them.  

And thus they are a significant reminder that this season will pass, and that 

another will follow. 

They also exult in the glorious liberty that is denied to most of us at present.  The 

falcons can, quite literally, stretch their wings and fly, enjoying long views, hunting 

their prey, soaring, and diving as they choose.  A glimpse at their webcam shows 

us the precious freedoms that we have temporarily renounced, and it allow us not 

to lose sight of them. 

And – in early May – the Cathedral should become home to peregrine chicks!  

Our falcon has laid four eggs.  She is sitting on them very determinedly.  But one 

day the eggshells will be shattered.  Their broken remnants will be discarded.  For 

something new will come. 

Does that remind you of anything?  The stone was rolled away.  The graveclothes 

were abandoned.  Something new had come.  

The sustained life of God’s creation.  The liberty of its children.  The death-defying 

life of Easter. 

I think the peregrines tell a hopeful story.  

Nicholas Papadopulos 

 

To view the falcons’ webcam visit: https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/visit-

what-see/peregrine-falcons-0  

 

 

https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/visit-what-see/peregrine-falcons-0
https://www.salisburycathedral.org.uk/visit-what-see/peregrine-falcons-0
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Friends’ Window 

One of Salisbury Cathedral’s magnificent 

stained glass windows has been restored, 

thanks to fundraising by its Friends 

association. 

The money was raised at the Friends’ 

2019 open gardens event and matched 

by the sales of paintings and a book by 

Salisbury Florilegium Society. 

A group of the Friends visited the 

cathedral’s glaziers’ workshop earlier this 

year to learn about the restoration 

process.  

The window, one of 12 by Clayton & Bell, 

was erected by ‘grateful patients and 

friends’ in memory of William Martin 

Coates in 1886. 

Senior conservator Sam Kelly said water 

had been pouring through the window. 

“When we put up the scaffolding, we 

discovered that the top was hanging 

out and could have fallen out,” he said. 

During the 16th century a huge amount 

of glazing and blacksmithing was being 

done and most of the bar work of the 

nave windows was 16th century.  

However, the bars above the 16th 

century ones were medieval and this 

explained why water was pouring in: in 

medieval times handmade blacksmith’s 

nails would have been used and when 

these fail, the bars that held the glass in 

place also fail, letting in water. 

He explained that when a window is 

brought to the workshop, two rubbings 

the stained glass window, which has been 

refurbished thanks to a grant from the Friends. 

Picture by Sam Kelly.  

 

Glazier Tom Clarke gets to work on the 

restoration. Picture by Sam Kelly. 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Swap Club 

Jenny Beedle 

Angie Talbot 

471002 

472483 

6 Bladen Valley, 

19 Bladen Valley 

angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  11  am 

Briantspuddle Village Hall 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 
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The Psalms have been sung, to remind people that God is with them in times of 

war, famine, flood, and plague for 3000 years.  Perhaps you might like to read a 

few verses, now? 

 

Though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death I will 

fear no evil; for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff they 

comfort me.  Your loving 

kindness and mercy will follow 

me all the days of my life; and l 

will dwell in the house of the 

Lord for ever. 

Psalm 23 

 

 

THE PSALMS IN A TIME OF NEED 

are made of it and all the details of the work to be done are marked on the 

rubbings: the one on brown paper is the working document and the one on 

white paper is kept forever to enable future glaziers to know what materials had 

been used. 

“After this is done, we strip the old leadwork out and re-lead,” he said. 

“We take it apart and lay it out like a jigsaw. Everything has to fit to the bar work. 

“It is impurities that make bars rust, so the more it is worked, the more impurities 

are worked out of the metal. 

“Nowadays stainless steel is used – we cannot afford to have bars blacksmith-

made! 

“Every light has at least a couple of bars on it to hold it totally in place.” 

The window was returned to the south nave aisle during March, just before the 

cathedral was closed to visitors due to the coronavirus pandemic.  

 

CHURCH NEWS 
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All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

O Lord God, in you have I put my trust. 

My help comes from God. 

I will give thanks unto the Lord and I will  

Praise the name of the Lord Most High. 

Psalm 7 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom then shall I fear; 

The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom then shall I be afraid? 

Psalm 27 

 

I lift my eyes unto the hills 

From where comes my help? 

My help comes from the Lord 

Who made Heaven and Earth 

Psalm 121 

Sarah Welton 
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SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 

Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280482 or  

07968 290333 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE HALL - EVENING LECTURE SERIES 

Last month we had a splendid talk from Karen 

Goreham, or to give her the proper title – the Rt 

Rev Karen, Bishop of Sherborne. Karen brought 

out a pencil sharpener, which any of you 

dealing with finance know as anecdotal for 

reviewing the budget and cutting costs.  

However, the pencil sharpener (1) was the first of 

Bishop Karen’s six objects which led her to 

Sherborne. As a teenager she, and her fellow 

youth group, friend were asked to help at the 

Sunday School – by sharpening the crayons. The 

rest is history.  

There was an assignment in Hull, which required a map (2) to find out what part of 

England it was in. Time at Bristol theological college, chaplaincy in Northallerton, 

Deacon (not deaconess – women were now being ordained), and so compulsory 

reading was “The Life of Isabella Gilmore” (3). This Essex girl then returned south to 

Maidstone St Pauls, thence on to Rural Dean and General Synod. Black leather 

gloves (4) came next and Arch Deacon in Buckingham.  

Bishop Nick (Salisbury) proposed to her, but merely to be a bishop (the ninth 

female bishop). So, amongst her regalia the Pectoral Cross (5) was special being 

St Brigid’s cross. Bishop Karen’s duties involve listening, as well as giving spiritual 

guidance, and so a coffee mug (6) concluded Suffragan Bishop Karen’s 

memorabilia. The hall was well attended and the audience wouldn’t let Bishop 

Karen finish. She was able to talk about how pleasant she finds Dorset, and about 

walking, even with a broken toe. Thank you, Karen. 

Mike Menzies 

SHARPEN YOUR PENCILS  

It is with regret that the Purbeck Film Charitable Trust have decided that due to 

the future uncertainties surrounding the Coronavirus Pandemic the Purbeck Film 

Festival scheduled  for October will have to be cancelled. 

The Trust will inform me of any future plans in due course. 

Maggie Hoyle. 

PURBECK FILM FESTIVAL 2020 
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SANCTUARY 
FLOWER GUILD 

Members of the Guild are no 

longer able to undertake the usual 

flower arrangements in the church 

as it is locked during the current 

situation. 

Please be assured, however, that 

all members will be notified when 

life returns to ‘normal’ 

 

BERE REGIS BELLRINGERS 

Update from Isolation 

The Bells have fallen silent for the first time since the 

second World War. 

Like all ringers country-wide we are observing isolation and 

looking forward to the day when we can again sound the 

bells to signal at least some relaxation of quarantine. 

The Tower Clock has also fallen silent.  

We thought at first that this was a fine gesture 

of solidarity! However, the real cause is that 

the electric motor that winds up the striking 

mechanism has chosen this moment to fail 

after decades of uninterrupted good 

conduct. 

We are on the case but under the current 

lock-down circumstances it may take a while 

to effect the repair.  

In the meantime all the ringers are missing 

the camaraderie of the band. When we can 

resume normal ringing, that might be a good 

moment to think of joining us! Get in touch 

with Tower Captain Adrian on 01929 471 774 

if you think you might like to have a try on the 

ropes. 

Jon 
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It is with very considerable regret that due to the global COVID-19 pandemic we 

have had to suspend all churchyard mowing until further notice. This is due to the 

risk of contamination while working with church mowing equipment as well as 

while attending to its refuelling and maintenance. We are following the UK 

Government guidance that everyone should stay at home and go out as little as 

possible. People should only leave home if they have a “reasonable excuse”. This 

includes: 

 Exercise – alone or with members of your household. 

 Shopping for basic necessities. 

 Any medical need, or providing care for a vulnerable person. 

 Travel to or from work, but only when you cannot work from home. 

Clearly, churchyard mowing does not fall within the above guidelines and this has 

governed our decision to suspend churchyard mowing for the time being. We will 

of course review the decision in line with government guidelines. 

Meanwhile, the churchwardens wish to thank everyone for their forbearance at 

this extremely difficult time. It goes without saying that when the time comes to 

resume churchyard mowing there will be a great deal of work to be done and it 

will be a case of ”all hands to the pumps’ to restore the churchyard to its former 

glory. In the meantime keep well and standby! 

Stephen Sanderson, Churchwarden 

COVID-19- AFFPUDDLE CHURCHYARD 
MOWING SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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Our first challenge was to comply with government guidance and restrict the 

number of customers going into the shop and PO at any one time and so, with 

thanks to the village hall committee, we have been able to establish somewhere 

sheltered to “queue” at a safe distance. 

The second and biggest challenge was to find stock. Under an old arrangement 

we source the stock for the shop primarily from Sainsbury’s but we experienced 

the same problem as you probably have had in receiving deliveries with many 

products missing. Leonora and a few other friends have done a fantastic job in 

visiting various stores on multiple evenings in the week to purchase what they 

could in order to keep the shop as well-stocked as possible. We have also now 

secured a wider stock of fresh fruit and vegetables from the market which has 

been very well received. We are also very fortunate in that Kevin from Sargents’ 

Dairy is continuing to deliver in the village and has been able to meet our larger 

order. Again, this has avoided many people having to go out to get milk.  

With the schools closed Zak and Theo asked what they could do to help and are 

now delivering newspapers daily. Our newspaper order seems to be increasing 

every day! 

More recently we have been filling and delivering orders for shopping placed 

through the parish helpline so avoiding the need for people to come into the 

shop. 

It has been a difficult time for us all; for those who on a day-to-day basis who had 

been running the shop in many cases having to step aside and for those taking 

over in learning so many lessons. The new team has been on quite a learning 

curve and, inevitably, we haven’t always got it right but, bear with us, we are 

getting there! This is a great parish to live in and everyone has stepped up in 

supporting and being supported in this unique time. 

If you think we may be able to help you can either; 

Pop in and see us – Monday to Saturday 9.00am to noon, Sunday 10.00am to 

noon; or 

Ring us during opening hours on 01929 472000; or 

e-mail the parish helpline – parishhelpline@gmail.com; or 

Ring the parish helpline on 07745 796118 

The Post Office is also open 5 days a week and provides all your day-to-day 

needs, including cash withdrawals.  

I am sure when life returns to ‘normal’ once again – whenever and whatever that 

turns out to be - new friendships and relationships will continue. 

Ali Chorley 

mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
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touch with residents who are in isolation and may be experiencing loneliness or 

anxiety. This opt-in network should be in full swing by the time this article is 

published.  Plans will be communicated via the Community Website. 

The COVID-19 Response Group is most grateful to volunteers for coming forward 

and for all the messages of thanks and appreciation it has received from residents 

and their families, some of whom live far away. The values underpinning the aims 

and objectives of the Group stem from the strong sense of community which 

already exists across our small rural parish. If you do need support in coping with 

the impact of Covid19 or if you wish to join the social network, which is now up 

and running, please pick up the phone or email us.  We will be pleased to hear 

from everyone and we encourage you to get in touch.  

Contact details for the COVID-19 Response Group will remain unchanged 

throughout this crisis.   

Email: parishhelpline@gmail.com    Phone:07745 796 118 

BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE SHOP 

What strange times we are living in. I was appointed as 

Chair of the Briantspuddle Village Shop and Post Office 

at the beginning of March and at our first meeting the 

focus turned to how we could respond to what was 

clearly becoming a big issue for our country. 

For those who don’t know, the village shop and Post 

Office in Briantspuddle is owned and run by the 

community. It has been run for many years by willing 

volunteers who have done a fantastic job. I picked up 

a well-run operation. 

Unfortunately, many of those volunteers are within the 

groups the government has identified as being at higher risk and so we had to 

take the difficult decision of asking them to step aside for the duration of this crisis. 

I truly hope they will return when this is over. 

We have been so fortunate that new volunteers who found themselves unable to 

go to work (or otherwise available?) have stepped forward to keep the shop and 

Post Office running. 

Our main aim has been for the shop and PO to be able to provide for as many in 

the parish as possible in order to reduce the number of people going out of the 

villages and, in particular, to make sure that those who are asked to stay at home 

are able to get their shopping. 
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OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 
BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  visiting  preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays 6.00pm  Youth Club for young people aged 11-17 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

 

All these meetings are currently suspended due to Covid 19, but hopefully 

restrictions might be eased before the end of May.  Each Sunday morning at 10.30 

there is a sermon available on YouTube, and all the sermons  are on our website 

www.bereregischapel.org 

 

Transformation 

Well, what a strange world we are living in since I last wrote for this magazine! 

We would never have believed that life could have changed so completely in 

such a short space of time, or that a virus could have caused the whole world to 

be in lock down.  Even worse is the huge loss of life, and people are filled with fear, 

wondering how they will cope if they get the virus.  So much uncertainty is difficult 

to cope with. 

A friend recently sent me a video clip with the comment, “This is just such a lovely, 

feel good clip to watch.”  We all need something to make us feel good, so I was 

quick to put it on.  It is about a poodle puppy ready to have his first grooming 

session!  

 The dog is a scruffy looking 

thing, very much in need of a 

makeover.  The groomer has 

him on a harness as firstly she 

puts him in the shower, and 

then in a jacuzzi style bath.  He 

is lavishly covered in shampoo 

which is well rubbed in as the 

groomer keeps his head above 

the water.  Every part of him is 

cleaned, then rinsed and finally 

dried.  His coat is trimmed, using 

 

mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
http://www.bereregischapel.org
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a very long pair of lethal looking scissors.  The fur is clipped from round his paws, his 

ears and even his eyes, which made me flinch!  Finally he is finished and the 

transformation is amazing. His owner arrives to collect him, and the dog is so 

excited  to be reunited with her. 

The whole experience had been new to him, he was separated from his owner, 

and then suffered the indignity of being cleaned and trimmed.  What really 

amazed me was that although he was bewildered, he didn’t struggle to get free, 

in fact at times he was so relaxed that he was almost asleep, totally trusting the 

groomer, no matter what she did to him. 

It seemed to me that this was a picture of what has happened to most of us in 

these past weeks.  We have been separated from friends and family, our normal 

routine has been totally changed and nothing is the same.  For many it has meant 

the loss of work, and for some, even worse, the loss of a loved one.  It is easy to be 

worried and frustrated, especially because we have no control over these 

circumstances, and we don’t know when things will get back to some sort of 

normality.  It is very hard to be relaxed and peaceful!  

 But now is the time, more than ever, to put our trust in God.  He never changes, 

His love and faithfulness to us is always constant, and He will give us His peace 

even in the midst of this storm.  

 God has said, “I will never leave you, I will never forsake you.”   So we can say 

with confidence, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.”  Hebrews 13:5.  Jesus 

said, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give you.  Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid.”  John 14:27 

 Trust God, give Him your life, and no matter what comes you will know His help. 

He is in the business of transformation!  As a church we pray you will know God’s 

strength and peace at this time.  If you need help in any way please get in touch 

with us.  

 

Just a Smile 

 Man of Steal.  A man with a nagging secret couldn’t keep it any longer.  In 

the confessional he admitted that for years he had been stealing building 

materials from the timber yard where he worked.  “What did you take?” 

asked the priest.  “Enough to build my own house, three houses for the 

family and also our cottage by the lake.”    “This is very serious”, said the 

priest.  “I shall have to think of a far reaching penance.  Have you ever 

made a retreat?”  “No, I haven’t”, the man replied,  “But if you can get the 

plans, I can get the timber.” 

 

 A child wrote:  A mummy is someone who sends you to bed when you are 

wide awake, and wakes you up when you are fast asleep! 
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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On Monday the 16th of March 2020 a small meeting was convened under the 

auspices of the Parish Council to consider what measures this parish could put in 

place to help our residents cope with the impact of Covid19 and any restrictions 

or advice given by the Government. Representatives were invited from each of 

the organisations which operate within the parish and joined by an experienced 

emergency planner. 

From these initial discussions the Parish Council COVID-19 Response Group was 

formed and started to take action. 

This group immediately set to work and within 48 hours had: 

 Set up a helpline for residents to use to request support either by telephone 

or email. 

 A dedicated Coronavirus page on the Community website. 

 A Facebook Group for parish residents to share information and ideas. 

 Prepared and distributed a leaflet to all homes within the parish. 

Following an appeal for volunteers 46 residents have so far come forward to offer 

their support with requests for food deliveries and the collection of prescriptions.   

The Village Shop and Post Office remains open, with the committee agreeing 

some changes to the way it operates to help prevent the spread of 

Covid19.  Measures have been taken to comply with social distancing rules and 

a number of the existing volunteers have taken a step back to comply with 

Government guidelines, whilst new volunteers have been found to keep the shop 

and post office running and stocked.  

The shop has also added new services in response to identified needs. A free 

delivery service to distribute daily newspapers has been introduced as has a free 

food shopping delivery service for those residents who are either unwell or self 

isolating. 

Work on the Community Website www.briantspuddle.info to make it easier to use 

has been completed months ahead of schedule and the site has been 

orientated towards information and advice on the Coronavirus issue with a new 

page and two subpages. 

A local software company ‘Big Yellow Design’ loaned the group the use of its 

volunteer management software to deal more efficiently with the taking of 

support requests and matching them to available volunteers. 

Some of the COVID-19 Response Group are now formulating plans to stay in 

PARISH RESPONSE TEAM 

13 

May 2020 

 

http://www.briantspuddle.info/
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 

This month will surely rank as one of the strangest in 

our recent history, culminating in a glorious Easter 

weekend where we have all been instructed to stay 

at home… If over Christmas it had been suggested 

that in a few short months we would be telling 

people not to travel – positively discouraging tourism 

to Dorset! - not to go to work, or school, not to visit 

their families - I doubt that many would have 

believed it.  The churches have been closed for the 

first time since 1208. We are asking teachers to keep 

schools open in the holidays. Pubs have been shut. 

We are living through unprecedented and worrying 

times, and it is not yet over.  

As I write, the Prime Minster has just come out of hospital, and thousands of 

people are fighting this awful virus. Our health services are working as hard as 

they can to help people, and the entire machinery of government – both 

national and local are working together to fight the pandemic.  

As soon as Parliament 

rose for recess, I 

returned to Dorset. I 

have had regular 

conference calls with 

local councils, with 

the police and fire 

services, our NHS and 

C l i n i c a l 

Commissioning Group 

a n d  o t h e r 

organisations. I have 

spoken to many 

headteachers, vicars 

and leaders of 

voluntary groups 

about everything that 

they are doing to support our communities. Many hundreds of constituents have 

been in touch asking for clarification for their businesses, or support in their 

community or help for elderly relatives and friends. I have been very impressed 

by the help and support that communities are giving each other. Many 

businesses are having to adapt – pubs becoming pop-up shops, restaurants 

delivering take-aways, shops turning to online ordering. I am also very grateful for 
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Well, what a strange world we seem to be 

living in. It only seems a short time ago I 

was writing about the vast array of events 

that were taking place in December as we 

headed towards celebrating Christmas 

and how things carried on as we partied in 

2020 and feasted and danced through 

Burns night. And now we find everything so 

strangely quiet. There are no regular or 

occasional bookings for the village hall for 

the foreseeable future. The jolly noises of a Saturday coffee morning seem a 

lifetime ago, and the anticipation of an Artsreach performance is so far ahead we 

can’t even really get excited about it and we’re all staying at home as much as 

possible to stay safe. 

And yet the hall has found a new lease of life offering daily shelter to those able to 

venture out to the village shop in the mornings. It offers a place for the 

newspapers and orders to wait for their volunteers to come and collect them 

whisking them off to those of you who are having deliveries brought to your door. 

The hall has become a place where although rigorous social distancing is in place 

neighbour can pass a few minutes each day with neighbour as they wait their turn 

to use the shop and post office. 

And so at such a time as we find ourselves in, the constancy of the village hall 

continues to be a place for some form of social interaction and a place that is 

available for the benefit of the whole community. Please don’t rush down for a 

chin wag, that’s against the rules, but be assured that for as long as this 

uncertainty goes on the certainty is that the hall will continue to be available for 

all of us to benefit from. 

And once this is all over the laughter enjoyment, learning and general 

opportunities the hall has provided in the past to enhance all of our lives will return 

with vigour. 

Stay safe, stay well and please don’t be backwards in coming forwards if there is 

anything that can be done to make this time easier for you. The Parish helpline 

number is 07745 796118 or email parishhelpline@gmail.com. Someone will ring you 

or email you back and organise a volunteer to help you out. Whether that’s 

prescriptions, shopping or even a chat just contact them. 

Stuart Chorley, Chairman Briantspuddle Village Hall Trustees 

 Schorley30@gmail.com    07818078191 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
mailto:Schorley30@gmail.com
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

everyone who is abiding by the social distancing rules, and staying at home 

unless it is essential.  

Many people are finding new ways of keeping in touch, or working remotely from 

each other. MPs are no different. My staff and I are all working from home, and 

like many people, I catch up with my family around the country via the new 

technology Zoom or a more traditional phone call. Parliament is currently looking 

at ways in which MPs can “return” to Parliament after recess. It is right that MPs 

should be able to ask questions of the government, and they need to be able to 

do this in a safe way. The Speaker of the House is making arrangements for MPs to 

be able to ask questions remotely. It is likely that a few MPs will be needed in 

London each week, to ensure continuity of government, but this will be done 

ensuring that there is still social distancing.  I will be able to report next time on the 

progress of our new virtual House of Commons, but like so many I sincerely hope 

that we can return to “normal” as quickly as it is safe to do so. 

Please do get in touch if you help or support. You can contact me via email 

michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or call my office on 01202 624216. I send 

out a regular email update – you can sign up on my website 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk where you can also find links to the latest 

coronavirus advice.  

 

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Coronavirus 

We are currently in the front line of this 

programme implementing a variety of 

government initiatives and schemes and 

the situation is very fluid, changing daily. 

I am loathe to write a report that is very 

out of date by the time it appears in 

print! As a result, I have been writing 

progress reports every few days to Parish 

Council clerks and others, leaving them 

to forward as appropriate.  

We have instituted weekly update meetings with Dorset Council’s (DC’s) MPs and 

me, the leader, the Chief Executive and others as required. These have proved 

very useful and all the MPs have commented as to how effective and proactive 

DC is. We are using our MPs to act as a focal point on our behalf and we have 

Simon Hoare (North Dorset) arguing our case for funding to meet the additional 

duties placed upon us and Chris Loder (West Dorset) as the focal point for 

improving Digital and Superfast Broadband coverage. We are also answering a 

lot of their questions because we are strangely in a situation where we are 

sometimes better informed that they are! In addition, the DC Coordinated 

response Team are working with the major voluntary Sector Organisations who 

have also publicly stated their satisfaction with the arrangement, but as always, 

still much more to do. 

 

Community Shield  

Obviously, the key and most important element of DC’s response to the Corona 

virus pandemic is how we help reduce the impact and spread of the infection. 

Government has passed many responsibilities down to Councils to achieve this. 

Laura is leading on this and has been holding daily meetings to manage and 

coordinate our response to support those individuals and families that are 

extremely vulnerable and need to shield from face-to-face contact for a 

minimum of twelve weeks. Every week we hold a video conference for all our 

Councillors and at these meetings Peter answers all the written questions that 

Councillors have submitted, and Laura updates the Council on the sterling work 

she is doing. She has also been appearing on TV, Radio and Social Media, in her 

effort to get the message across.  

There are potentially 6700 vulnerable people, although this number is growing. We 

are conducting a phone assessment with everyone on the list, with teams stood 
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Zoom or Teams.  There will be time set aside for public participation at the 

beginning of the meeting.  This will last for a maximum of 30 minutes, with each 

parishioner having a maximum of 3 minutes to speak.  Anyone who has an issue 

to raise or would like to submit a comment about an agenda item can contact 

the Parish Clerk at clerk@briantspuddle.info or by calling 01305 849596 if they 

prefer.   

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday the 

13th May. Please check the Parish Council section of the Community 

Website  nearer the time for the agenda and information about how to join the 

meeting. 

Sue Jones, Chairman 

Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 

The lock down has stopped Milborne Movies but it will be back as soon as 

possible. We have some very good films already planned for showing, including 

Judy, Downton Abbey, Rocketman, and Blinded By The Light. If you haven’t 

thought of coming to one of our shows, why not give it a try, once we are all 

allowed to mix together again – perhaps come with some friends: it’s fun to have 

a drink or icecream from the bar at the interval, and talk to others if you are 

feeling sociable. 

Sarah Ryan 

MILBORNE MOVIES 

mailto:clerk@briantspuddle.info
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

What a difference a month makes! 

Since our March meeting Covid 19 has dominated our thinking and our actions.  

In response to the worsening situation the Parish Council invited representatives 

from all the organisations  across the parish to meet.  The purpose of the 

meeting was to decide on a community response and how best to organise and 

manage the effort needed to support parishioners.  This meeting took place on 

Monday 16th March and the minutes of the meeting are available on Parish 

Council section of the Community Website www.briantspuddle.info  The main 

outcome from the meeting was the establishment The Parish Council Covid19 

Group.   

Since its inaugural meeting the Group has made rapid progress.  You will be able 

to read about what has happened, what the Group can offer, the support given 

by volunteers, as well as the efforts of the Village Shop and Post Office throughout 

this difficult time in a separate article  in this edition of the Parish Magazine.   The 

Parish Council would like to offer its sincere thanks to everyone who has come 

forward to help the community, neighbours and friends. 

The Parish Council meeting on 8th April was held remotely  in order to comply with 

Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around movement and 

public gatherings are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all meetings 

remotely and only handing urgent business.  

The meeting concentrated on agreeing details surrounding the Covid 19 Group 

which has been set up under the auspices of the Parish Council.  A budget of 

£1,000 was agreed to cover some items of expenditure.  Decisions were also taken 

to postpone the Annual Parish Meeting as well as the annual meeting of the Parish 

Council.  For the time being Councillor Sue Jones will continue to serve as 

Chairman and Councillor Charles Barter will continue to serve as Vice-Chairman. 

When public gatherings are once again permitted, the Council will agree an 

appropriate time to reschedule these meetings. 

So far as ongoing monthly Parish Council meetings are concerned, members of 

the public will be able to join the meetings which will continue to be held via 
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up 7-days a week to do this. 

As of mid-April, in excess of 

1400 assessments had been 

completed. The aim is to 

support household to help 

themse lves ,  prov id ing 

additional support as 

required (such as food 

parcels, medicine deliveries 

and connecting volunteers 

who can check on them). 

The primary challenge 

remains the availability of 

online grocery delivery slots. 

We are encouraging those who can, to make other arrangements so that they 

free up capacity for our more vulnerable people.  

 

Broadband  

Following on from my previous pieces about Broadband. We have now collected 

and collated a very large amount of information regarding the poor performance 

of BT Openreach in the implementation of Superfast Broadband in the rural areas 

of Dorset. We requested one of our Dorset MPs to join us as the Westminster lead in 

a campaign to improve this situation dramatically. I am pleased to say that Chris 

Loder (West Dorset) is that MP and he is proving very effective and influential. I 

have already held several sessions with him on the subject although he needed 

little effort to bring him up to speed as he used to be a District Councillor for West 

Dorset and knows the poor coverage both personally and across Dorset. We have 

agreed to hold a video conference with the CEO of BT Openreach with myself 

and Chris. Chris is then going to attempt to facilitate a meeting (electronic of 

course) with the relevant Minister to argue our case. I hope this will help to force BT 

Openreach to listen to our complaints and to pressurise them to improve 

dramatically. 

 

Garden Waste 

The service will restart from April 

27th as we now have enough 

staff to cover it which we did not 

have due to i llness and 

reallocation to other more urgent 

tasks. We still do not (currently) 

intend to reopen Household 

Recycling Centres as they are not 

 

 

http://www.briantspuddle.info
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deemed essential and the requirements for social distancing would be difficult to 

enforce and would take away from our already stretched staff; but we hope to 

restart this as soon as possible. There has been much speculation about potential 

for increased fly tipping. As a matter of interest, the latest statistics for April show 

that fly tipping is down based on the same period last year, but we will continue 

to monitor this.  

 

Good News 

The virus has led to almost 

unrelentingly bad news, so I am 

going to end with a small but good 

news story. Dorset Council has been 

supporting people calling in to the 

helpline, but they’ve also been 

proactively working with people in, 

some might say, unusual ways. They 

supported a lady who has been 

shielding with her husband, and 

who were advised to sleep 

separately to ensure their health 

and safety.  

As a result, she had been sleeping 

on a recliner chair in the lounge as 

they didn’t have a spare bed. This 

was really not helping her get a 

good nights’ sleep, nor her general health. The team was able to secure a grant 

from Dorset Poverty Action Group and they bought a single bed. The highways 

team kindly collected it from the store and delivered it. The lady rang to say a big 

thank you as it was the first time, she'd slept the whole night in weeks and she’s 

already feeling better. And she's also linked to a volunteer to help with collecting 

prescriptions. The bed was delivered just in time for her birthday. What a great gift 

and another example of Dorset's approach to supporting people through this!  

 

Useful information available   

There is a great deal of information on the Dorset Council website, this includes 

contact information and ideas for things to do, including for children when 

they’re at home.  Here are some of the links:  

Online resources for families https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/online-resources  

Schools and families:  https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-

weather/emergencies/coronavirus/schools-and-families.aspx  
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KEEP CULTURALLY CONNECTED WITH 
ARTSREACH 

Artsreach are still working to try and bring us comedy, music, drama - even if it's 

online! 

Dorset’s touring arts charity Artsreach celebrates its 30th birthday in 2020 but, 

rather than bringing audiences, artist and volunteers together, the Artsreach staff 

team and Board of Trustees have had to make some difficult decisions in the 

current situation, cancelling live performances set to take place in community 

venues such as village halls. 

The team continue to monitor the situation relating to the Coronavirus pandemic, 

listening to Government and Public Health advice and planning accordingly. The 

impact of this pandemic on our Country is still unfolding but in the meantime, the 

Artsreach team continue to work remotely and are exploring how best to support 

our artists and communities at this time and in the future. 

Artsreach is very grateful for the excellent support being given by our principal 

funders, Arts Council England and Dorset Council. We are working hard to explore 

what our next programme might look like, and as always, we will do this in 

communication and partnership with our fantastic team of volunteers across the 

county. 

 

Digital Diary  

In the meantime, until 

we can come together 

to enjoy professional 

performances once 

more, we hope that we 

can brighten your day 

just a little by keeping 

y o u  C u l t u r a l l y 

Connected - many of 

our touring friends are 

working hard to keep in 

touch with us all by 

releasing lots of lovely creative content online. In response, we have built 

a ‘Digital Diary’ on the Artsreach website, which will be regularly updated. The 

page will be constantly changing so keep checking back and keep sharing it - 

we’ve seen some wonderful performances so far. 

The Artsreach Team 

 

 

https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/online-resources
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/schools-and-families.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/schools-and-families.aspx
https://artsreach.co.uk/news/digital-diary
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This has been a shared human experience, bringing people together in a strange 

but -despite not being actually face-to-face- intense way.  I hope when things go 

back to normal...things will have changed for the better.    

 

Bere Regis Pilates  - another way to do it! 

I wanted to let you know I am running Zoom Pilates classes at the moment while 

we are in in lock down.  

These are 40 minute sessions where you can watch me teach a class and via the 

video link I can provide you with feedback. Its a group session on a Tuesday at 

5.50 pm or Monday at 5.30 pm and it’s £5 a session. 

If you’re interested please email me and we will get you joined. 

Lizzie Jones  -  lizzie@vetphysio.org.uk 

 

Milborne Yoga 

Yoga classes in Milborne St Andrew village hall are temporarily suspended, but the 

desirability of regular yoga practice in your life has probably never been stronger. 

Yoga practice combines stretching and strengthening with breathwork which is 

really good for the whole of you: it makes your body healthier – it’s not just your 

muscles and joints that benefit, but your internal organs as well, which means that 

your immune system also improves. It also helps your mind, making you feel 

calmer and clearer. As you feel clearer, you find it easier to make decisions, to 

understand what is right for you. It makes you feel at one with yourself and with 

the natural world. 

Although general classes are what most people associate with yoga nowadays, 

traditionally it was nearly always taught individually. We are all different, with 

different life experiences, different bodies and therefore different needs. I am 

trained to teach individuals, and have been doing it online, with Skype, for many 

years. Why not make this the time to get a practice designed for you, that you 

can then do every day? Ten to twenty minutes’ practice a day can really change 

things for you. 

Contact me, Sarah Ryan, on 01258 839230 or email: saryan6630@gmail.com 

 

Bere Regis Boot Camp 

I have put a few videos together that can be done with no equipment and these 

are linked to my pt page on facebook:- Martin Oliver Personal Training 

Martin Oliver 
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Information and landing page: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-

severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx  

Co-ordinated Community Response: Information about our co-ordinated 

community response is available on the DC web site  

 

There remains a great deal of good advice on how people can protect 

themselves online at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus. Finally, any Dorset resident who 

needs additional support should be encouraged to call the Community Shield 

helpline: 01305 221000 (open 8am-8pm everyday).  

 

Surgery  

We are not holding face to face meetings at the moment. However, we would 

be delighted to ring and talk to you. Please ring or email us with the subject 

matter so that we can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is 

peterwharf@hotmail.com telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is 

cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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BERE REGIS NEWS 

The Parish Council met very briefly by video 

conferencing on Thursday 9th April. This was by way of 

experimenting with the technology with which most 

of us are unfamiliar, and to discuss how our future 

meetings can be made accessible to the public. If 

you have any questions for a future meeting, please 

email them as detailed below. 

 

COVID19 

Members discussed the range of measures that had 

been put in place by the Parish Council and others to 

assist residents during the pandemic, under the 

banner of BereConnect, and were satisfied that at 

present there was little more we could do.  

 

Rowlands Wait Caravan Park 

The council was very unhappy that planning 

law makes no distinction between towed 

caravans occupying pitches at a touring site 

for a week or two at a time, and so-called 

mobile homes occupied by year-round 

residents. The owners of the site are 

proceeding with works at the site authorised 

by a Certificate of Lawfulness issue by the 

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:  Ian Ventham  471480 ianrventham@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman:  Bryan Benjafield  07969 

770890  

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk  

Parish Clerk:  Amanda 

Crocker  

472327 bereregispc@gmail.com 

Websites: www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.bereregis.org 
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Reacting to the new normal....A Pilates instructor’s view  

As this crisis unfolded, I very quickly realised that continuing to offer ‘face to face’ 

Pilates sessions...in the traditional way...in a village hall, was no longer an 

option.    The last class I taught was March 16th...much has changed since 

then,  for me, my faithful customers and for the rest of the world. 

Within hours, I had set up a facebook page for 

my pilates customers to become a community. I 

had been a member, but never engaged with 

facebook.  Many of my customers either did not 

want to be on facebook, or did not know ‘how’ 

to navigate this new method of 

communication.   Together, we had to learn a 

new language.   Another buzz word has been 

Zoom, this software has enabled me to teach 

classes as if we were all in the room together. 

These digital platforms have undoubtedly 

allowed many people to stay connected, to stay 

motivated and to stay active.   

It has been an absolute gift to have my family all 

back together under the same roof.  Trying to find a quiet space to teach from 

home has been challenging, as our grown up family of 4 struggle to now all work 

from home.  Sharing & caring now refers to not hogging the bandwidth rather 

than the shower!   

We might not have lots of space, but we have plenty of time to learn something 

new and pay a little more attention to our own mental and physical well 

being.  Although there are so many things we cannot do at the moment...Pilates 

is something we can do anytime anywhere....Perfect for us at home, without any 

equipment.      

Despite all normal activities being suspended, I am busier than ever trying to 

access all the people who may have felt left behind by technology.   For those 

not lucky enough to have a house full, connecting through social media or even 

email can be a lifeline which I hope will help get them through this strange 

episode in our lives.    ‘Content’ ‘platform’  ‘meeting ID’  all phrases which a 

month ago would have meant nothing to me!  I have had to learn, to adapt and 

to be creative with the way I continue to provide Pilates content to my many and 

varied participants...I call them the LPP’s   (Lovely Pilate People) as they have 

been so gracious in allowing me to experiment with them and develop a new 

way of being.  It was a steep learning curve for all of us...I hope the curve is going 

to flatten out soon – although I am still learning every day, how to adapt to this 

new way of living and connecting with people. 

LOCKDOWN WELLNESS 

 

A number of our local fitness instructors 

have ‘gone digital’.  If you have 

access to the internet, you may find 

the following information useful 
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How can I ever thank you life 
 

How can I ever thank you life 

For what you have done for me 

The blessings you have showered me with 

This glimpse of harmony 

 

How can I ever thank you life 

For the kindness you have shown 

For giving me the gift of love, 

The greatest gift Man’s known 

 

If I could only have one chance 

To tell everyone he’s my brother 

To share with him this happiness 

I would ask you for no other 

 

How can I ever thank you 

With just a simple heart but true 

If only I could tell the world 

Just what love can do 

 

How can I ever thank you 

For all the friends I’ve made in life 

If only I could tell the world 

Friendship can banish strife 

 

If I could only have one chance 

To tell everyone he’s my brother 

To share with him this harmony 

I would ask you for no other 

 

How can I ever thank you life 

I hope I get my chance some day 

If only I could tell the world 

Love is the only way 

 

How could I ever thank you life 

For lifting my heart high above 

For giving me such happiness 

For friends, for peace, for love 

 

Eileen Richardson 

songs. She wondered if you'd consider including one of her songs in the next 

Parish magazine as a poem. 

Many people are finding great comfort in the love and kindness of family, friends 

and neighbours at this time. Mum thought that the words of her song 'How can I 

ever thank you life' might be suitable to share as a poem as they capture some of 

that feeling. 

This song is also one of her songs that has been put onto YouTube by a friend with 

their homemade video clips. I've included the link to that. 

   https://tinyurl.com/ER-ThanksLife 

 If anyone would like to get in touch with Mum about any of her poems or songs 

she would be very pleased to hear from them. 

Thank you very much, Lesley (for Eileen Richardson) 
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then Purbeck District Council in December 2018. We resolved to write to our MP 

with a view to facilitating a change in the law, and to engage with Natural 

England and Dorset Council, to voice our concerns. 

 

The Annual Meeting 

The next meeting on Thursday 14th May, should be our Annual Meeting, which 

would normally include the election of officers. Central Government has decided 

that Town and Parish Councils can choose to delay the meeting until May 2021 or 

until later in 2020 when councillors are able to meet. We have chosen to delay 

the meeting until the Autumn of 2020.  

In addition, all current office holders, i.e. Chairs and Vice Chairs and Committee 

members, should remain in post if possible, until that time. Our next meeting will, 

therefore, take the shape of a normal monthly meeting, which will be held by 

video conferencing. Residents are invited to submit questions to the Clerk or a 

Councillor by email by the 10th May. The question will then be read out at the 

meeting and a response given. The meeting will then be streamed via the Parish 

Council website in order for residents to hear the response to their 

questions. Councillors contact details can be found at https://

www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk/about-us/councillors/ 

This is all still very new and strange to everyone, so we would ask your indulgence 

and forgive us if it takes a meeting or two to get things right. 

Ian Ventham 
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POEMS TO KEEP YOU SMILING 

Because we are missing some of our regular articles, I felt it might be nice to have 

some additional material to keep the magazine ‘buoyant’ during these difficult 

times.  Ed. 

Mongrel 

In days gone by, we had a mutt, of indeterminate source. 

He was built like an ox, with the appetite of a horse. 

His mother was a poodle. The father, one of a few. 

Back then, he was a mongrel, now he'd be a cockerpoo. 

 

Our neighbour's dog was special. They used to call him Ben. 

He was a Heinz 57, and one of a litter of ten. 

Every inch was muscle. He was the whole kit and caboodle. 

Back then, he was a mongrel, now he'd be a jackadoodle. 

 

Down our street, lived a woman of somewhat dubious means. 

Her little dog was dubious too, and always full of beans. 

If she had paid much for him, she would have been a mug. 

Back then, he was a mongrel, but now he'd be a frug.  

 

If a mother is a shih tzu, and you’re caught up in this fad, 

A puppy will be bullshit, if a bulldog is the dad. 

Everything hangs together with concoction, cross and cobble, 

But, what back then was a mongrel, would make my collie wobble. 

Paul J Openshaw 2019 

Our Village Songwriter 

Dear Alison, 

I'm writing on behalf of my Mum, Eileen Richardson. She is 92 and lives in 

Stanbarrow Close, Bere Regis. She has written over 300 songs, a few of which 

have been recorded. Five have even been put on YouTube by several different 

friends. 

At this challenging time Mum has been thinking again about the lyrics of her 
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I have been asked 

to tell you about our 

virtual on line quiz 

whilst in lockdown.   

 

Since October 2014 

we have held a regular quiz night once a month in The Drax Arms on first Thursday 

of the month.  They have always been fun and well supported so I thought why 

cancel it just because we cannot go to the pub. The quiz is always free to enter 

and there is no prizes.  It is just for fun. 

So at the end of March 2020, after a few trials on Facebook (FB), I worked out 

how to do a live stream via Drax Arms' FB page.  The live stream meant I could be 

seen and heard so I could read out the questions but I couldn't hear any one 

listening.  However there is a text box which people could use to communicate 

with me by typing their comments.  I could give out the answers and the 

attendees then marked their own answers.  At the end of the quiz I would then 

collect the final scores and share with others.  

At 8pm when we showed our appreciation for the NHS the on line attendees got 

the dubious benefit of me playing the trombone.  I even played happy birthday 

to Dean Merritt!  There was also a handy lesson on how to make a mask out of an 

A4 plastic envelope and a pair of glasses ( which i admit wasn't very successful). 

 

It was such a success on 2nd April I had over 50 people come on line.  About 15 

teams and/or individuals did the quiz.  Some people just popped in on line to see 

what was going on and just watched.  One person said she felt like she had 

actually gone to the pub.  There were teams made up of families, friends and 

neighbours without breaking guidance on social separation.  The geographical 

spread had attendees as far north as Stockport (somewhere north of Blandford I 

think!),as well as Gloucester and as far south as Cornwall plus over the border in 

Somerset.  It was possible to form teams using apps such FB watch party, 

WhatsApp and Zoom.us. 

As I write this article I am now planning our third quiz in April.  It turned in to a 

weekly event.  Hopefully we will be allowed out again soon as I am running out of 

questions. 

I would like to thank Sue Stone who has helped to write the questions. 

 

Keep safe and well.  Hopefully we will be on the other side of this lockdown when 

this article is published. 

Pip 

VIRTUAL ON LINE QUIZ 
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BereConnect Easter Update 

This is a summary of where we are with the main elements of BereConnect, the 

Bere Regis community response mechanisms we managed to put in place three 

weeks ago, just as the Government announced the restrictions we are all living 

under. 

BereConnect Volunteers. There are now about 50 volunteers in the group, all being 

coordinated by Brenda House, who are collecting and delivering prescriptions, 

doing shopping trips for those who are in self-isolation and connecting as Buddies 

to people in isolation. Actually, the demand for shopping trips was a bit less than 

we anticipated, possibly because most people very sensibly enlisted the help of 

good neighbours and friends. If you need some shopping done, or some fetching 

and carrying, don’t hesitate to get in touch. The volunteers are eager to help. Call 

Brenda on 471255 

BereConnect Food Bank is operating out of the Drax Hall. It has been stocked with 

purchases made possible by the Emergency Fund. It is supplying a number of 

families on a regular basis. Any food or household or sanitary product donations 

will be gratefully received in the boxes at the Drax Hall and by the Church porch. 

After Easter there will be a box in the Spar shop, with thanks to Mike Moorse. If you 

need a food parcel, email popinplace@gmail.com or phone 472023. 

BereConnect Emergency Fund. The appeal has raised £5125. Over £700 has so far 

been disbursed as loans and to buy food for the food bank. If you are in financial 

distress, email bereconnect@outlook.com in complete confidence. 

BereConnect Buddy Scheme. If you are feeling 

isolated and want to connect by telephone with 

a friendly voice, call Liz on 471878 or 07956 914075 

The Give What You Can, Take What You Need box 

is in regular use, outside the school. Please 

continue to top it up, and take from it. I noticed a 

bottle of wine in there a few days ago! 

Finally, and most importantly, If you know of 

anybody you think might need help, please don’t 

hesitate to contact any of us so that we can get 

in touch with them 

BERECONNECT  - COVID19 

 

mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
mailto:bereconnect@outlook.com
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DIGITAL HOTLINE 

If there is anyone out there who has been 

abruptly forced into using new technology to 

keep in touch and you are feeling out of your 

depth, help is at hand. 

The number to call is 01305 – 221000 and ask for 

the digital hotline. It's open 9 – 5, Monday to 

Friday. 

This link explains more about it [https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/

digital-champions-ready-to-help/](https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/

digital-champions-ready-to-help/) 

 

BereConnect Emergency Loan Fund 

The BereConnect Emergency Loan Fund has been set up to allow any Bere Regis 

resident to obtain a loan to help cover essential living costs until other help comes 

through. In order to apply, you must: 

 Live within the parish of Bere Regis; 

 Be unemployed, or formerly self-employed, but with no work due to the 

pandemic; 

 Not yet be in receipt of any money from the government coronavirus 

schemes; 

 Have no other available financial resources i.e. be in demonstrable and 

immediate need. 

Please send an email to bereconnect@outlook.com and give the following 

information 

· Your name, address, contact details (including telephone number) 

· Your family circumstances 

· Your employment situation 

Your request will be dealt with in strictest confidence. If you meet the criteria, and 

as long as funds last, you will be given a loan. We will try to deal with requests as 

quickly as possible but please allow 48 hours for your application to be processed. 

As BACs transfer is the safest and quickest way to get money to you, you should 

have your bank details readily available. If BACs isn’t possible, we will try to deliver 

cash to you. 

We are making loans, repayable only when you are in a position to do so, as we 

would like to be able to re-circulate the fund to help as many people as possible. 
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Many of us have been out in our 

gardens during lockdown than we 

have ever done before.  I am sure that 

those that want to  have now planted 

their runner or French bean seeds, 

mine are already up and looking 

good.   

Unfortunately one packet of seed 

makes lots of plants that are surplus to 

the amount of bean sticks you can 

have in your gardens.  I had the good 

fortune when I was a young mother to 

work on the land in the Vale of 

Evesham.  One of the uses the growers 

there put to these surplus plants was to 

make bean bushes out of them.   

In a spare plot of land they would plant the surplus and allow them to establish 

themselves.  Before the bean plant got too big they would start pinching out the 

growing tips on the leading stems.  You need to check the plants regularly and 

pinch out any leading growing tips.  This allows the bean plant to bush.  It will 

need no sticks to climb up as you are not allowing it to climb.  The plant will flower 

and fruit as usual except generally speaking the beans will be curly rather than 

straight.   

The growers used these beans in their own home and gave them to their workers 

no plants were wasted.  Beans of course are an excellent source of nitrogen 

which they grow in their roots. After the season was over the growers would dig 

the roots into the ground providing free nitrogen rich soil to grow more crops 

in.  As workers we were given the job of pinching out and tending the plants after 

we had finished our daily work and we would see who could grow the bushiest 

and most productive plant, great fun.   

Eileen Salisbury 

SOMETHING TO DO WITH LEFT OVER BEAN 
PLANTS 

 

https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/%5d(https:/news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/)
https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/%5d(https:/news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/)
https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/%5d(https:/news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/)
mailto:bereconnect@outlook.com
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a little more about the beauty of the night sky when viewed from the Best Village 

in Dorset. 

To this end, I encourage you to download a free educational program named 

‘Marble’. 

This interactive program shows our World from space. It has many interesting 

features including showing one where the GP* (Geographical Position) of the Sun 

is on the Earth’s surface in real time, showing up as a golden spot on the Earth.   

By zooming in to it and leaving the cursor on it for about 2 minutes, you will see 

that the sun’s GP moves on westward across the Earth’s surface (at about ¼ miles 

per second). 

Visit      https://marble.kde.org/   

to download to your PC  (Mac 

version too) 

Another great stargazing 

download for PC  is ‘Sky and 

Telescope’.  

https://skyandtelescope.org/

interactive-sky-chart/ 

 This is a well –designed 

interactive tool that will 

recognise your position and 

give you the local view of the sky in real time. It contains lots of toggle switches for 

different ways of presenting the Bere Regis sky. This is a real beauty ‘plain 

language’ tool for us ‘country folk’ to use. The green square on the sky circle can 

be moved for the required view e.g. looking South. 

Have fun with your newly discovered, built-in ‘measuring tools’, making sure that 

you wash them well too!  

David Gray 

*The GP of a planet or star is best defined thus: 

 Imagine a laser beam between the centre of the sun /planet and the centre of 

the Earth. Where the laser beam passes through the Earth’s surface is the GP of 

the sun/planet.      

Since the Earth is rotating to the East, the GP of the sun/planet will be moving to 

the West (at approximately ¼ mile per second). 
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

We hope you are keeping safe and well during these 

difficult and troubling times.  

With the warmth of Spring our wildlife has become 

more active (eg butterflies are on the wing, birds are 

singing their hearts out in attempts to find a mate, 

hedgehogs are wandering at nights and bats are flying at dusk), trees are 

bursting into leaf and blossom and the beautiful blue of our native bluebells is 

decorating local woods. Make the most of these warmer months and if you are 

able to use your dose of daily exercise to get out to see, hear and smell these 

natural wonders.  

 

Nature Notes 

In an attempt to bring nature to you during the lockdown we are posting regular 

Nature Notes on Facebook and distributing them to all on our mailing list. Do look 

out for them – they provide some information on local and seasonal wildlife sights, 

be they plants, animals, insects etc, and are accompanied by some amazing 

photos. Let us know if there is anything you would like us to cover.  

 

Nature Sightings 

We would be very 

interested to hear of 

your local wildlife 

sightings (common or 

unusual), so as to 

build up a picture of 

what is about and 

when it first arrives / 

emerges. 

The photo is of a long-

tailed tit – often 

appearing in gardens 

in a group. Photo 

donated to Dorset 

Wildlife Trust by Ken 

Dolbear. 

 

 

https://skyandtelescope.org/interactive-sky-chart/
https://skyandtelescope.org/interactive-sky-chart/
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Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com /  01929 471563 

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or 

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 0775 988 4942. 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

 
Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 
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Luckily, The Good Lord 

designed us with our own 

means of measuring the 

passage of time. 

The mature human extended 

handwidth / extended arm 

length ratio is a constant 

feature of homo sapiens and 

results in an extended ‘hand 

span’ of approx. 15 degrees. 

(This doesn’t work with Orang-Utans) 

Thus, If we close the left eye, extend the right arm as far as we can horizontally 

and open the hand as hard as possible, the angular distance between the end of 

the thumb and the end of the ‘pinkie’ is about 15 degrees. So if the tip of the 

thumb is touching a star at, say 2am, that star will move to the end of the pinkie 

by 3am. Simple!  

The same goes for the sun, (but guard your eyes.)  Conversely, if you are not sure 

where South is and you know it is 11am BST (i.e. 10 am GMT), 2 hand-widths from 

the sun will put the tip of your pinkie touching South. (Which is where the position 

of the Sun will be at 1300 BST/1200 GMT). 

 We all know that the sun is at its highest at local noon and is, by definition, due 

South.  (Our own geographical position is close enough to the Greenwich 

Meridian for it to be valid in this context). 

Having decided that we can measure 15-degree intervals horizontally with 

remarkable accuracy, we can do the same thing vertically.  “How high is that 

bright planet from the horizon?”   The same trick applies by measuring vertically 

from the horizon.  But where is our horizon when looking out a landing window 

and staring at the shadow of Black Hill?  The answer is that we create our own 

true horizon.  

  How?    Standing upright, one eye closed, and looking dead ahead, raise a level 

index finger up close past your nose until the finger is in your mid vision. Slide the 

finger sideways and what appears behind it is your true horizon. Make a mental 

note of it for future reference A tree branch? TV aerial? 

Your ’15-degree hand span’ works vertically as well if you know the angular 

height (calculated altitude) of the celestial body in question.   Ff you want to find 

the Pole Star (not a bright star unfortunately) we look to the North . We know that 

we live about 50 degree N in Bere Regis, so the Pole Star (Polaris) will be 50 

degrees above your own true horizon. That is approximately three and a half  

‘thumb to pinkie’ hand spans. Eezy peezy.! 

So where is all this leading us?  I hope that it has sparked some interest in knowing 

 



74 

May 2020 

 

We have all noticed, (due to the enforced ‘lock down’, the disappearance of 

traffic noise, aircraft contrails and combined with the delightfully recent clear 

weather), that the world we look at from our homes has become very quiet and 

rather beautiful, especially at night. 

The majority of homes in our Parish have a handsome view to the South, especially 

from bedroom and landing windows. 

Many of us of a certain age group find ourselves wandering to the bathroom in 

the “wee small hours” (no pun intended) and if lucky enough to be passing the 

landing window, cannot miss the awe-inspiring sight of a beautiful moon and 

other bright objects in the sky. The more perceptive of us will also notice (on the 

second visit a couple of hours later?) that those celestial objects have shifted 

westward by a substantial amount.  Why? 

As a mariner, I’m used to using such 

objects to determine my position at sea, 

by using a sextant to measure the angle 

of celestial bodies above the horizon. It is 

a technique that involves a reasonable 

amount of mathematics.    On land 

however, as interested observers of the 

night sky, we have no need of such 

accuracy in determining the position of 

these celestial objects that we would like 

to identify. A ‘ball park’ indication for 

identification of such is all that we seek in 

order to satisfy our curiosity of 

discovering what the name of the bright 

star/planet might be. 

A few reminders of your school geography lessons:  

 Planets reflect the sunlight so they are a steady light source. 

 Stars (e.g. our Sun) create their own light so they ‘twinkle’, as per the nursery 

song that we were exposed to as toddlers. 

 The Earth revolves once (360 degrees) around its axis in 24 hours, so all the 

stars and planets (including our own star, the Sun) will move (relative to us) 

to the West by 15 degrees in 1 hour. 

 

So how do we measure 15 degrees? 

“… TIME TO STAND AND STARE” ? 
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

Patients are encouraged to regularly 

check the Surgery website and the 

village Facebook group for updates. 

A couple of updates have been posted 

on Facebook during the month.  These 

are as follows: 

 

COVID 19 
Advice from the surgery 

Please take great care with everything you take into your home and remember 

to wash your hands thoroughly after handling food deliveries, milk bottles, 

Amazon boxes or books or toys from another home. 

If you leave things out for collection, please ensure they have been cleaned 

down with antiseptic/mild bleach solution before doing so to reduce the 

potential risk for transmission. 

 

COVID19 
Advice from the surgery 

COVID 19 is unlikely to cause a serious illness in children, but please remember 

children can still become seriously unwell from other causes that are always 

around. Please do not let concerns over COVID19 stop you from contacting 

medical services. If you are not sure if your child needs to be seen please go 

to https://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/national for advice or contact 111 or your GP. 

For information about crying babies go to https://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/

national If your child is severely unwell call 999 or go to Accident and Emergency 

 

Prescription Delivery 

We would also remind patients that the BereConnect team are offering a 

prescription delivery service for those who are isolating or able to get to the 

surgery.  The full details are on the advert in the Parish Council section of this 

magazine.  We have a willing team of volunteers who are happy to help.  Just 

make sure that you contact Brenda House in good time with the details of your 

request. 

 

https://www.what0-18.nhs.uk/national?fbclid=IwAR0NMyKhfbZC7H04q1YdpjqrrB2UtRAQCII6wk8u3ti2Oefbhda77iDTieE
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.what0-18.nhs.uk%2Fnational%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1afWCgCKBqRbfPRBIhJLmWPDwJTZCKrJcfMaovOUD-E_m3ym1zhDmkftw&h=AT2w4ke9dCjXLOwnuujzF9Z5fVfw4MtRz11xlSLHAe2kxD31envvZIw4nxjyy1WnGWJO1zpAXg7r_-akdFXNKaX1CaCx-lrdUkLY0fraSGDr
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.what0-18.nhs.uk%2Fnational%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1afWCgCKBqRbfPRBIhJLmWPDwJTZCKrJcfMaovOUD-E_m3ym1zhDmkftw&h=AT2w4ke9dCjXLOwnuujzF9Z5fVfw4MtRz11xlSLHAe2kxD31envvZIw4nxjyy1WnGWJO1zpAXg7r_-akdFXNKaX1CaCx-lrdUkLY0fraSGDr
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She talks to me more and more.   I am getting brushed more often.  I am told I am 

the best dog in the world.  Normally she only tells me this when Crufts is on.  We 

spend more time in the garden.  The grass has been cut five times already and 

once every week.  She has swept the steps and tidied up, built a bonfire. She was 

moaning as she cannot get seeds and stuff.  A friend, who normally gives her 

courgettes, gave them away to someone else!  We went for a walk the other day 

to get a dozen Pink Fir Apple seed potatoes.  Another walk, but the potatoes 

were put in  a plastic bag, and  it looked as if I had done the biggest pooh in the 

world   I was so embarrassed I pretended I wasn’t her dog. 

There are other things.  There is less traffic noise and its much easier to hear.  I 

notice the birds singing.  As I am a dog, sniffing is one of the pleasures of going for 

a walk and the air is fresher and cleaner.  More people walk up and down North 

Street so I can bark at them.  They don’t like it but they must understand I live 

here.  My Owner doesn’t like me barking but I am protecting her. 

After I have had a walk with my dog walker we sit outside Turberville Court to 

enjoy fresh air and she talks to a neighbour who sits a little way away.  I run 

around chasing stuff, while they talk and watch the world go by.  Somebody 

complained and said they couldn’t sit there as they were not at home or socially 

distancing.  What is going on?  I don’t understand it but good news it seems that 

they can sit there.  It is not a public space.  If I had no garden and lived in a flat I 

would have go outside and enjoy this lovely weather 

My owner is very fond of virtual coffee and the Drax Arms Quiz.  I can hear her 

laughing and having fun and talking.  The last two weeks in the middle of the Quiz 

she got up and rushed outside.  Very odd, everyone else was outside in the street 

shouting, clapping and banging things.  I went out as well; I was quite confused 

not sure if I should bark.  This went on for five minutes and then we went back 

inside to finish the quiz.  People are funny. 

Last night she ordered a takeaway from the Royal Oak and this enormous portion 

of Scampi and chips turned up.  Ha I thought she won’t eat that.  I was right I also 

had cold scampi for dinner and she had indigestion.   I don’t know why she 

ordered it at all.  She has loads of food. (except for dried yeast and red lentils).  

The good thing about no dried yeast is that she has to go to the shop for a loaf of 

bread.  That is another walk for me and an excursion for her.  There is enough dog 

food in the cupboard for a week so she will have to go an get some.  That is 

essential.  I like not being left at home alone, spending time in the garden and 

getting lots of walks, lockdown is ok, if you are a dog in Bere Regis.  

Jenny Stone 
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I am a Bere Regis Village Dog 

I am a Bere Regis village dog, born and bred that is. Not actually born in the 

village but somewhere between here and Salisbury Market.  My mother started 

whelping just as the sheep were loaded up for the market.  She was put in the 

back of the van and I turned up a little bit later.  I am now eleven years old and 

am now on my third owner in the village. 

I have watched all the twists and turns in 

village life but there is definitely a change 

just lately.  I have noticed very odd 

behavior in humans.  A few weeks ago at 

the end of a bridge session in the Royal 

Oak, my owner and her bridge 

companions were doing this strange 

dance touching elbows together.   They 

obviously thought it was funny as they 

were laughing.  I had to laugh at the sight 

of four elderly grey haired people doing a 

jig knocking elbows.  It seems this was 

instead of shaking hands or kissing.  Search me. They never kiss anyway. 

I observed my owner gargling with TCP.  What, horrible smelling stuff, she is mad.    

It obviously wasn’t very nice.  She stopped doing this after she was told it was 

totally ineffective against a virus.  I think she was quite glad about that.  She still 

ate the honey though 

Since then the news has been on constantly, and my owner has stopped taking 

me to the Pop In and the pubs.  I miss the biscuits.  I discovered over the years 

that if you look really cute or ever so hungry, bar staff will give you a biscuit, works 

every time.  I might lose some weight as I am getting more walks from my owner 

and the dog walker.  Some mornings my joints are so 

stiff I have a job to get up for the first canine comfort 

walk of the day.  My owner is getting up later and 

spending more time on the computer but she has not 

left me alone for over three weeks.  When we do go 

for a walk she always stops and talks but always at a 

distance and the talk is sombre and serious. 

My owner has been knitting and doing art work and 

other projects.  She has done a self Portrait. She has 

even done my portrait.  It’s a terrible likeness but 

might look better if she finished it.  She might finish 

something yet.  She is so busy doing stuff she never 

does any housework but who knows there may be a 

tidy house and the garden shed will be done when all 

of this is over  
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BERE REGIS WI 

When most people think about the WI, they think 

of coffee mornings and jam sales at village fetes.  

In fact, there’s much more to the WI than that.  

When founded in 1918, the WI was seen as a real 

opportunity for empowering women at a time when very few of them 

participated in public life.  From these early days, the WI took a democratic and 

co-ordinated approach to organising 

and mobilising woman and, through 

local WI groups, women learnt to 

chair meetings, serve on committees 

and built their confidence in public 

speaking – all skills which would equip 

them for a changing world, and 

stand them in good stead for 

participating in other areas of public 

life. 

This approach endured, seeing the 

WI offer British women training in 

democratic systems and the exercise 

of the vote.  It also enabled 

members, many of whom had little 

prior experience – at least outside the 

home – of exerting power, to exercise 

influence. 

This approach continues today, with 

the WI resolutions process offering every WI member the opportunity to put 

forward a resolution on issues concerning them, and to decide on which 

resolutions will form the basis of national WI campaigns.  Since the first resolution, 

which focused on ‘the need for a sufficient supply of convenient and sanitary 

housing’, was passed in October 1918, WI members have embraced a diverse set 

of challenges – from equal pay to food waste, women on jury service and women 

in the police. 

The key current campaigns are: 

 5 Minutes that Matter which seeks to raise awareness of the importance of 

attending routine cervical screening 

 Get on Board for a Better Bus Service which aims to raise awareness of the 

importance of local bus services and calls on both local and national 
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governments to take action 

 No More Violence against 

Women which encourages WI 

members to take action to 

end the scourge of violence 

against women 

 End Plastic Soup which 

explores  the  sc a le  o f 

microplastic fibre pollution and 

calls on the government and 

industry to develop solutions to 

the problem 

 Make Time for Mental Health 

which focuses on improving 

the way we view mental 

health 

Until lockdown is lifted and our monthly meetings resume along with their reports 

in this magazine , we’ll be bringing you more information on these campaigns.  In 

the meantime, stay safe and if you’d like to find out more, visit the national WI 

website at www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives. 

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 
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the bottom,where the prince was starting to climb; at the back was the witch 

waiting to pounce. The multi size biscuits making the building were stuck together 

with  buttercream which looked just like mortar. 

“Wow” they both said and took photos on their phones. 

It was hard to believe that it was all made of biscuits, so many different textures, 

so many different shapes, such clever modelling of the figures. “You must tell us 

how you made each piece.”  

“I'll explain as I cut into it and you taste the elements.” 

“It seems a shame to destroy it.” said Gina. Kate lifted her knife to slice into it but 

her elbow caught the top of the tower and it plummeted to the floor and fell into 

myriad pieces. “I knew the buttercream wasn't strong enough,” she wailed and 

crying uncontrollably, ran to her room and locked the door. 

“She's still got the knife, she wouldn't do anything silly would she?” They 

hammered on the door and shouted. 

“It's okay Kate you can make another one, the design's amazing a real winner.” 

“I can't possibly win,” came the reply. “Of course you can, it was only an 

accident that broke it.” 

“There's no point in me making it again, I can't win.” Kate was shouting now. 

“You're talking rubbish, you can win, just come out and we'll try the biscuits.” 

The door slowly opened and Kate's tear stained face met them.  “I can't possibly 

win because I was knocked out of the Bake off three weeks ago.” They stared at 

her and said nothing. 

“I loved it so much I couldn't stop baking it was my soggy bottomed pastry let me 

down. I've been staying with my mum at weekends.” 

Gina and Joel enveloped her in a group  hug and nobody spoke for a few 

minutes until Joel said. 

“Come on Kate, take your apron off  and grab your coat, we're going down the 

pub.” 

“But I'm so ashamed, lying to you like that.” 

“Nonsense,” said Joel. “You can make up for it by buying the drinks.” 

As the left the flat Gina couldn't resist picking up an unbroken biscuit. God it 

tasted so good. 

Kate might not have won the competition but she was a damned good baker 

and had made a lot of homeless people very happy. 

Jenny Piercy 

http://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives
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another example of my dithering incompetence. Done it ! Every banger is back in 

that blackened pan, and nobody noticed. Shame I didn’t have time to clean off 

the pine needles. 

A collection of smiling faces suggested the lunch went down well. Nobody said a 

thing, seems as though I got away with it. Or did I? Maureen, John’s more 

compassionate wife, looked at me with a knowing smile “loved the garnish”.  

Brian Margetson 

 

 

Food Glorious Food 

“I can't face another evening of eating 'practice' dishes “ groaned Joel.”What is 

it this week?” 

“Biscuits.” Gina said. “Shouldn't be too heavy on the stomach although she is 

making several flavours and we'll have to try them all.” 

It had all been so exciting to start with. Kate, their flatmate, had been chosen to 

be a contestant on the  Great British Bake Off. There was the secrecy, the delight 

in tasting Kate's delicious food and hearing all the backstage gossip about the 

presenters.  Monday to Thursday evenings they got to eat what Kate had baked. 

When Kate got Star Baker they hardly knew how to contain themselves to keep 

the secret. 

 It began to pall on pastry week when they both felt that if they picked at another 

pie, tasted another tart or chewed into a quiche that their stomachs would 

explode. In the end they had persuaded her to give the left over food to the 

homeless on the streets. At first the vagrants had looked at Kate with suspicion as 

if she was the witch offering a poisoned apple to Snow White. The next day she 

was nearly mobbed as news had spread of the great food there was for free. 

“I can hardly get into my uniform for work, the waistband is so tight,” moaned 

Gina. “I've started running after work  to try to make room for the onslaught of 

food.” They could hear Kate singing along to the radio as she cooked. 

“She's so happy we can't spoil it for her and her confidence has grown 

enormously. No longer the timid mouse.” said Gina. “She even told me she'd 

applied for promotion at work.” said Joel. 

They picked at the tiny salad they had prepared for their supper. The door was 

pushed open and Kate wedged it back. “Don't want a disaster on my grand 

entrance.” she said. 

She entered carrying the most amazing creation, definitely her best yet. It was a  

tower and Rapunzel looked from the window with her hair cascading down to 

31 

May 2020 

 

  
President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy Cancelled 

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup Cancelled 

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup  

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup  

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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Just when we think we are on top of things, life has a 

habit of throwing up the unexpected and nothing 

seems secure anymore – especially the Future! 

Who would have believed in February that the whole 

World would be turned upside down in March? 

All the organisations who contribute to the Parish Magazine will have spent time 

arranging their programmes for the year, planning events, engaging speakers, 

booking venues, and organising outings and excursions.  It is such a pity that all 

their efforts have gone to waste, at least for the next few months.  Here we all 

are, confined to our homes, but we must all look forward to the lifting of the 

restrictions and a return to the normal way of life, although for some, things will 

never be quite the same again. 

I am sure that our Autumn Leaves members are grateful for the help and support 

they have been receiving, and counting themselves lucky, like everyone in Bere 

Regis, that they live in such a lovely village. 

In Autumn Leaves I hope we will go on to do even better in the future and be 

glad to have something pleasant to look forward to at 2.30 on the second 

Wednesday of every month. 

Let us hope that it will not be too long before it is announced that we are 

meeting again. 

AUTUMN LEAVES  
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The Scribblers are a small group  who meet on the 

last Tuesday of the month. We read out the stories 

we have written, generally about 1000 words, on a 

topic that was chosen the previous month. It's a 

friendly group and we offer each other 

encouragement and ideas on how what we have 

written can be improved, it's quite amazing how 

many different stories can spring from a single word. 

I'm sure during the lock-down lots of people have 

started writing so why not give it a go afterwards. 

If you are interested in writing why not come along to a meeting? 

More details from 

Jenny Piercy  

jennypiercy@hotmail.com  

 

The Camp Fire 

Nothing makes the eyes sting like 

smoke from a camp fire, and there’s 

no smoke with the same toxicity as that 

from the burning of conifer wood. I 

keep moving around the fire to avoid 

its blinding effects, but like some 

affectionate puppy, it follows me, but 

without the cuteness.  I don’t know 

why John put me in charge of cooking 

the troop’s lunch of sausages. I seem 

to have messed up everything else I 

have done on this weekend camp. But then, that’s what Scoutmasters do, I 

guess, give you an opportunity to fail as an excuse to have a rant. 

Ouch, my eyes are stinging again, it seems ages before I can open them. Did I 

manage to keep the pan level during those blind moments? Hell ! The frying 

pan’s empty, there should be twenty plump sausages sizzling away. Instead, 

they’re spread across the forest floor, pointing in random directions.  

I should let John know straight away, this is the Troop’s lunch after all, twenty 

hungry scouts and leaders are waiting impatiently around the tents at the edge 

of the forest. If I act quickly, perhaps nobody will know of what John will see as 

THE BERE REGIS SCRIBBLERS 

 

 

mailto:jennypiercy@hotmail.com
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harvest, assisted the fishing industry, spotted and reported hostile aircraft, 

checked permits in restricted areas, coastal observation, despatch riding, 

signalling, and even the erection of prefabricated huts for the military. They also 

took over the coast watch duties from the Coastguard Service who had mobilised 

as Naval Reserves. Some Sea Scouts helped man coastal patrol vessels. Many 

thousands of former Scouts volunteered for service in the forces. 16 former Scouts 

won VC’s, including Boy Seaman Cornwall, who won a VC, aged 16, at the Battle 

of Jutland. 

At the outbreak of war, Bertie Jesty, the original Scoutmaster, volunteered as a 

Territorial in the Royal Field Artillery and was posted with his unit, the 3rd (Wessex) 

Field Artillery Brigade to India, to relieve the Regular Army units there. The Brigade 

subsequently served in Mesopotamia and Gallipoli. It is interesting to note that 

Bertie’s army number, 2570, is only a few digits apart from that of William Johnson, 

2589, the senior Patrol Leader in the Bere Regis Troop. Did they both enlist together 

at the same time as volunteers at Dorchester? 

The Troop continued for a short time probably organised, as many Scout Troops 

were at this time, by the young 15 or 16 year old Patrol Leaders in the absence of 

adult leaders. The Troop was closed down sometime in 1915 or 1916 for the 

duration of the war.  

With the return of Bertie Jesty after the war, the Troop was reformed on 18 April 

1921 shortly after his marriage to Dot Kellaway in March. In 1921 the Parish 

Magazine reported that a newly formed Boy Scout Troop met in the Vicarage 

whilst a Girl’s Club met in there on a different evening; the article records that 

‘both clubs fully justified their existence and the furniture is still intact’– make of 

that what you will! 

As you all know the Bere Regis Scout Group continues to thrive today, serving the 

community as it has done for many years. Records of the intervening years are 

sparse but if time and space permit we hope to bring you further highlights in 

future editions of the Magazine. Any anecdotes, photos or stories relating to the 

history of Bere Regis Scout Group would be welcome; please contact Phil 

Ventham on 01929 471215 

 

  

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 
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Bere Regis became involved with Twinning when 

a group of villagers who had a love of France 

and wanted to know more about the people and 

their way of life than can be found out just by 

taking holidays there, decided to set up a 

twinning group.  The Dorset Twinning Association 

assisted the process by providing details of three 

French communities of a similar size to Bere Regis who had expressed a desire to 

twin with an English 

one.  Opportunities 

were provided for 

visits both ways to 

explore the other 

communities.  The 

information gathered 

on the three French 

communities was 

circulated throughout 

the village, and as a 

result of a vote, Bere 

Regis opted to twin 

with Cerences, a 

village in Normandy 

between Coutances 

and Granville, about 

1½ hours drive from 

Cherbourg. 

Here are some facts about Twinning: 

 The aim of twinning is to promote and foster friendships and broaden 

mutual understanding of social and cultural activities between communities 

in this country and abroad. 

 Bere Regis is twinned with Cerences, a village in Basse-Normandie, France. 

 We celebrated our 20th anniversary in 2017. 

 We usually visit each other’s village, as a group, on alternate years.  Families 

from both communities are matched up and entertain one another for a 

weekend, usually in September.  

BERE REGIS AND DISTRICT                       
TWINNING ASSOCIATION  
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(no.76 Dorset) of which the Commandant was Mrs Radclyffe and the 

Quartermaster, Mrs F G A Lane. For, on that day, a display was given on the 

cricket field  and they were inspected by a military officer. The Detachment 

assembled on the Village Green where they were joined by the local troop of Boy 

Scouts (whose Scoutmaster, Mr Bert Jesty was unavoidably prevented from being 

present)...There was a parade through the gaily decorated village to the field. 

Here a temporary hospital, equipped to the last detail, had been fitted up in the 

pavilion. The nurses gave an excellent display of the treatment of the wounded, 

several of the Scouts acting as patients and the practical and expeditious 

treatment that they received drew forth the highest encomium from the 

inspecting officer  and the admiration of the numerous spectators. The Drax Hall 

had also been fitted out as a temporary hospital. Much interest was manifest in 

the two kitchens that had been built in the field and the day previous, the 

energetic cooks had prepared an excellent luncheon of which the nurses were 

invited to partake in a tent on inspection day. The cooks had prepared many 

delicacies for the ‘wounded’ and the labours of the culinary experts cannot be 

praised too highly. During the afternoon there was an exciting tug-of-war 

between the nurses and the Scouts.(There is no record of who won!) 

War was declared on 4 August 1914, The Grand Fleet which had assembled at 

Portland for Annual Manoeuvres and a Royal Review, slipped away overnight en 

route for its wartime muster point at Scapa Flow. The Army mobilised and 

Reservists poured into the Depot at Dorchester before joining the Dorset Regiment 

stationed in Belfast. 

There are few mentions of the Scouts in the Parish Magazine during this period. 

Nationally, Baden Powell had decided that, unlike the Boys Brigade and the 

Church Lads, both rather more militaristic youth organisations which formed 

volunteer Army battalions in the Great War, he would offer the services of the 

Scout Association to the Authorities in a supporting role. 

An extract from the Southern Times of 5 August 1914 reads: 

Boy Scouts on National Service  

Copy of Telegram from Major General Baden Powell to Lord Portman, Chief Scout 

Commissioner for Dorset: ‘Hope you can supply thousands of Scouts, if required, to 

guard culverts and telegraphs against spies and run despatches, billet troops, 

collect transport, etc in your county, provided exemption from schools and 

employment granted. If so, communicate with your Chief Constable.’ 

Lord Portman replied that he could provide a hundred Scouts including 25 cyclists 

and 1 motor cyclists. New Scout Troops were being formed. 

Baden Powell did not volunteer the Scout Association for involvement in the war 

as such as he regarded the Movement as an international youth peace 

organisation. Scouts, however, acted as messenger boys, air raid wardens, first aid 

orderlies, security patrols, escorted people to air raid shelters, assisted with the 
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Troop at the christening is included with this article with some of the boys 

identified. (If anyone can identify any of the missing names, we would be 

interested to hear). 

The Parish Magazine recorded that the scouts travelled to Poole using 

‘conveyances provided by Mr Jesty and Mr Tozer’.  Evidently, an incident 

happened during the journey, as the Parish Magazine later recorded the scouts 

‘regretted the accident to Mr Tozer’s trap’, no further details were given but the 

scouts thanked Mr Tozer for waiving the cost of repairs! 

After the ceremony the scouts enjoyed ‘tea’ which apparently included a 

massive Christening Cake donated by Mrs Soames, B-P’s mother-in-law. Today 

cakes still feature large in scouting activities! 

An extract from the local newspaper, The Southern Times published in Weymouth, 

on Thursday 31 July 1914 four days before the outbreak of war,  gives a flavour of 

the times as the nation braced itself for the inevitable conflict: 

Bere Regis –display by the local detachment of the Red Cross Society  

Thursday (31st July) was a red letter day for the local Voluntary Aid Detachment 
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 It would normally be our turn to host 

Cerences this year.  Sadly however, in 

view of the coronavirus situation, the 

visit has been cancelled.   

 We hold fund raising and social 

activities during the year. 

 Membership is open to all and 

currently costs £15.00 per family and 

£10.00 for single membership. 

 More information is available from 

jackie.ahern@hotmail.co.uk 

If you are already a Twinning member or 

have been in the past, and are still in 

contact with a family in Cerences, now 

would be a good time to make a phone 

call or drop an email, in any mix of 

language to them, they really would 

appreciate it. Cérences has the same restrictions as we have here in Bere Regis 

so people are staying at home with only essential visits to the supermarket or 

pharmacy and this began a week before us. They have to have a ‘laisser passé’, 

a formal pass, for any travel.   

Best wishes to you all, stay safe, and we look forward to better days in the future. 

Bere Regis and District Twinning Association. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Many congratulations to Kim and Mike 

Benjafield who have celebrated their Ruby 

Wedding anniversary.  Kim and Mike both do 

an incredible amount of volunteering in the 

village with both Pop in Place and the monthly 

Salt and Pepper Lunch Club. 

We send them both our good wishes. 

 

mailto:jackie.ahern@hotmail.co.uk
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Despite being in lockdown, some of our 80 or so youngsters have managed to do 

some Scouting activities at home, many of them counting towards their badges 

which form the framework of the Scout training programme. Our Chief Scout, 

Bear Grylls, has produced a list of 100 activities that Scouts of all ages could try 

out at home.  

A few intrepid souls, including our Group Scout Leader,Neal, took part in a virtual, 

lockdown camp over the Easter weekend. Some bivouacked in their gardens 

and cooked breakfast outdoors, some of the younger Beavers ‘camped’ in 

conservatories, etc. Hopefully we will get back to ‘normal’ scouting before very 

long. 

As a result we have very little Section news so we thought readers might be 

interested in an article based on a talk that was delivered in 2014 during the 

church service at Bere Regis to commemorate the Centenary of the founding of 

the Bere Regis Scout Group.  

Scouting, of course, had its beginnings in Dorset, when General Baden Powell 

held an experimental camp on Brownsea in August 1907 for 20 young boys from 

different social backgrounds. From that camp grew what is now the largest youth 

organisation in the world with an estimated 58 million members in all but 6 

countries of the world and 639,000 members in the UK. 

Bere Regis Scout Group is amongst the earliest of the Scout Troops formed after 

Baden Powell’s first camp . The Parish Magazine in January 1914 recorded that a 

Boy Scout Troop (Scouting was for boys only in those early days) had been 

formed thanks to the generosity and hard work of Mr and Mrs L E Gaunt who 

partly financed the start-up of the Troop. It is likely that many of the village families 

couldn’t afford the uniforms and they were provided for the boys (and withdrawn 

for poor attendance). Many of the early Troops at that time had to be similarly 

subsidised. 

 Mr H (Bertie) Jesty was the first Scoutmaster (as they were known at that time)  

with Mrs Bere, the wife of the Vicar, the Reverend Montague Bere, as the assistant 

Scoutmistress. Bertie was a farming member of the Jesty family living at Roke 

Farm. 

The first recorded event was on Sunday 11 January when the Troop paraded from 

the Drax Hall to Shitterton and back carrying a large banner proclaiming who 

they were.  They were entertained to tea and cakes in the Vicarage before 

attending evensong. On 12 February 1914 the Troop attended the christening of 

Sir Robert and Lady Baden-Powell’s son, Peter, at Parkstone Parish Church. Bere 

Regis was one of some 17 Troops which attended the christening and together 

formed a Guard-of-Honour of some 300 scouts from Dorset. A photograph of the 

EARLY DAYS OF SCOUTING IN BERE REGIS 
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Beaver Scouts go virtual this month! It has been a new experience for me, Turtle, 

to record sessions and share them via YouTube, but it seems to be working well so 

far. We started with some activities posted on the FaceBook page, but now we 

have an opening activity, flag break, main activity, virtual snack, and the normal 

"beavers to the riverbank” time at the end, when we celebrate their 

achievements. Many beavers are working through a list of 150 challenges, and 

posting their work on our FaceBook page. 

The highlight has been our Virtual Sleepover on 8th April, with 12 Beavers (and 

counting, as they tell me about it) sleeping somewhere different – on a camp 

mat downstairs, or in a den they made with blankets or hangings, or a tent in the 

garden – one even slept in the cab of a van! Several siblings joined in and I have 

seen alot of creative fun going on – keep it up Beavers! Keep your cheer and 

enthusiasm, and you will help us all to do our best. 

 

Scout Hut Hire 

Please be advised that we are no longer offering the hut for hire for one off 

events and private parties. 

 

Contact us 

If anyone would 

l i k e  f u r t h e r 

information about 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group or the 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit, all the 

contact details for 

the indiv idual 

sections (Beavers, 

Cubs, Scouts and 

Explorer s )  are 

available in the 

village directory at 

the back of this 

m a g a z i n e .  

General enquiries 

and offers of help/

assistance: Neal 

Unitt -Jones on 

01929 472273. 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

News from Trading Standards: Warning about scams 

Fraudsters are increasingly targeting the public and organisations with emails, 

texts, phone calls and WhatsApp messages offering advice and treatment for the 

coronavirus, as well as setting up fake websites selling products and offering 

‘cures’.  

Scammers have also been setting 

up bogus websites asking for 

donations for victims or promoting 

awareness and prevention tips.  

Cold callers have been contacting 

organisations suggesting they must 

have certain measures in place by a 

certain deadline. 

To help members of the public 

protect themselves from becoming 

a victim of fraud, the advice from 

Dorset Council Trading Standard is: 

 Be sceptical if you receive an email, text or WhatsApp message about the 

coronavirus, and never click on any attachments or links 

 Never provide personal data such as your full name, address and date of 

birth – scammers can use this information to steal your identity 

 Don’t allow yourself to be pressured into donating money, and never make 

donations by cash or gift card, or send money through transfer agents such 

as Western Union or Moneygram 

 If you think you’ve been the victim of a scam, then speak to your bank 

immediately and report any fraud to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 

Further information on dealing with scams and fraud is available from the Citizens 

Advice Consumer Service at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or by 

calling their new freephone number 0808 223 1133. 

 

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
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BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

None of you will be surprised to hear that our monthly 

meetings have been suspended until further notice. I would 

like to emphasise that all annual memberships already paid 

will be honoured and extended by the number of months 

that we have to miss out during the current coronavirus 

pandemic. We will continue to explore our local history both 

ancient and modern. 

Our Archaeology Section have continued to do various research during the shut-

down, and that work has now accumulated the finds in our area to a new total of 

18,398. The long term aim of that Section is to fill in the gaps of the 5,000 years that 

people have lived at Bere, which represents about 250 generations, so that's a lot 

of "great, great, greats" for those whose ancestors perhaps go back that far. 

This might be a good opportunity to make an appeal to the people of Bere Regis, 

and to think of family possessions or documents or even things that we have 

found in our gardens. These items might be very useful articles for future 

researchers of the village. They can be donated to the Society and will be treated 

with respect and properly recorded in the archives. Even lending something so 

that it can be recorded would be useful. One day we might have a proper 

museum in the village so that a more formal storage of items can be established. 

However long the current situation persists, the BRHS will continue to be a place 

where the history of Bere Regis will be respected and studied, whilst having 

respect for all of our village's histories and possessions. 

John Pitfield, Project Secretary 

At this difficult time we thought it would be interesting to reflect on what it was 

like to grow up in Bere Regis 100 years ago. Back in 1982 a little book was written 

by William (Bill) Lucas. Born in 1906, he was brought up in my  house on Barrow 

Hill.  He served in the RAF during the 2nd world war and was subsequently 

headmaster at a school in Barnstaple but clearly remembered his young days in 

Bere Regis.  

I was lucky enough to meet him in 2004 when his niece brought him to the 

THE STORY OF CHILDHOOD IN BERE REGIS 

IN THE YEARS AROUND THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR 
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all year round and we did not want to miss 

out on our usual April camp called Bunnies 

and Bivvies; so this year we decided it hold 

a virtual camp where we all stayed at home and camped either in our homes or 

gardens.  The Scouts were set a number of tasks – just like on a real camp – they 

had to build a shelter to sleep in, cook a two course meal (outside), wash up (they 

could do this indoors), draw a map of their ‘campsite’ and cook breakfast.  The 

usual ‘bunny’ part of the camp would be to skin and cook a rabbit but this year 

during their exercise Bogey and Dancer delivered chocolate bunnies for the 

Scouts to enjoy instead. 

 

Beaver News 

I would normally use this space to celebrate the end of the Spring term for 

Beavers, and to say well done to Louisa and to Ollie for achieving the highest 

award that a beaver can earn – the Chief Scout Bronze Award! This takes two 

years, and involves a regular commitment to meetings and completing some of 

the work at home, and by no means everyone gets this before they leave us. And 

we have had a good Spring term, with most beavers gaining the Global Issues 

badge, for which we have been learning about recycling, fair trade, endangered 

animals and water filtering.  

Some have also got the Communicator badge, and we had fun with morse code 

and semaphore. We didn’t complete the practical parts of the Navigator 1 and 

Explorer badges, as we were due to do this at the end of term once it became 

light enough, but I will work out some way for these activities to happen under our 

changed circumstances over the next few weeks. Several Beavers achieved the 

Teamwork Challenge badge and others finished off the Skills Challenge badge, 

which directly help toward the Bronze Award. Well done all of you for working so 

hard. 
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carer and friend with a charity called Revitalise. This national charity provides 

short breaks and respite care for disabled people and their carers. Jordi spent a 

residential week playing a vital role supporting the guests and providing 

companionship and practical help to them on activities and excursions. A very 

big Kingsbere congratulations to Jordi – very well deserved! 

We were planning a Silver DofE assessed expedition in the Easter holidays in West 

Dorset and Bronze/Silver expeditions during the summer months but for the 

moment these have all been put on hold. The teams have prepared routes and 

food lists so as when the restrictions are lifted, the Explorers will be back out in the 

countryside continuing their hiking and camping adventures. 

 

Borneo Expedition 2021 

Members of the Explorer Unit are planning their next big 

expedition to Borneo in the summer of 2021. The Borneo 

fundraising team have already been busy with events to raise 

money and will organise more once the current situation 

changes. 

In late February, as part of an environmental project for the 

Borneo Scouts and Explorers team, a new native hedge was planted at the edge 

of the Scout Hut car park. The saplings were obtained by Phil from the Woodland 

Trust. 

If you’re aged between 14-18 years old and you would like to have fun, meet 

new friends, experience new indoor and outdoor activities, learn skills for life, 

discover new places, cultures and communities, our Explorer Scouts normally 

meet on a Tuesday evening at 7pm (at the Scout Hut or at an activity location). 

Several of our Leader team are trained DofE Supervisors and Assessors to Gold 

award level so you can participate in the DofE scheme and Queen’s Scout 

award alongside our regular programme. For more details and information please 

email Helen on helen.uj@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

Scout News 

We managed to get into the great outdoors at our last 

meeting before we had to close the doors of the 

Scout hut for a few weeks.  Scouts were learning about 

the moon and used different sized balls to show why 

we could only see part of the moon at that time.  They 

also played some games in the dark and we were 

looking forward to the clocks changing so that next 

time we were outside it would be a lot lighter.   

Camping is a huge part of what the Scouts get up to 
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VILLAGE WEBSITE 

Rodney Osmond is doing a fabulous job in keeping the village website up to 

date with all the latest information about village services and support during the 

coronavirus situation.  Go to bereregis.org and click on the button 

 

village to re visit the house 

where he was brought up. I 

was intrigued to find that 

now, exactly 100 years 

ago, he had left his mark 

carved into one of the 

Beech trees on the hill, ‘VL 

17.11.20’ shown here. The 

initials are VL and I was told 

that as a boy he was 

called Victor but he 

changed to his second 

name, William when he 

grew up. 

We hope to include his entertaining descriptions of his experiences as a youngster 

in the village. Some are about his family whilst others are entertaining descriptions 

of village life.  On the following pages we have the first two headings of his early 

reminisces. 

Tony Bates 
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during which the Explorers were given tasks and materials to design a variety of 

structures to transport different objects across the scout hut floor. It was a good 

test of who did and who did not take note of their knotwork lessons during their 

time in the scout group! 

 

DofE News 

Congratulations to one of our ex-Explorers, Jordi Hobbs, who has completed her 

Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s award. In order to gain this award, Jordi volunteered as 

a young leader in the Scout Group for about four years, she learnt new skills and 

challenged herself physically. She completed two hiking and camping 

expeditions in Dartmoor, for a period of 4 days each and she also helped to be a 
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Group News 

During the current lockdown period the Scout 

Group sections are not holding actual face to 

face meetings but we are all keeping on touch 

with meetings online and setting challenges for 

the young people. 

Once we are allowed to get back to our usual weekly meetings we will need lots 

more volunteers as some of our current leaders are moving on to other things or 

taking some time out for various personal reasons.  There are lots of areas you can 

help with – we have weekly commitments like attending a meeting to the one off 

help like making a cake for an event.  Please do see if you have a space in your 

busy lives to volunteer – current roles that we need help with are adults to help - 

secretary for the Executive Committee – this is attending a meeting every 6/8 

weeks and taking notes, or someone to help with our publicity to prepare this 

report every month?  Please get in touch with Neal for a chat about how you can 

help.  Many thanks. 

 

Explorer News 

Shrove Tuesday and 

making pancakes has 

always been a popular 

event for the Explorers 

and this year they were 

all challenged to 

create some interesting 

pancake ‘art’. We 

witnessed some very 

abstract works of art, 

plus a fair amount of 

burnt offerings, along 

with quite a bit a 

smoke. It was also a good opportunity to combine this night with our termly fire 

drill! 

When our Explorers turn 18, we always like to have a bit of a celebration for them. 

Will Rogers chose to have a movie night at the beginning of March for his 

significant birthday. It was enjoyed by all who attended - chilling out on their 

beanbags and pillows, eating lots of popcorn and birthday cake together. 

Emma and our wonderful Network Scouts led a teamwork evening in mid March, 

 
 

 BERE REGIS SCOUT GROUP 
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POP IN PLACE NEWS 

Coronavirus 

All over the globe and as a village community we are 

facing some challenging and difficult times the like of 

which we have never encountered, but we are lucky 

that we have a lot of people who are caring and capable in our village and the 

vulnerable and isolated will be able to get help. 

 

Community Food Parcel Delivery  

The Pop In Place are operating a food parcel project through this difficult time. 

The parcel will only contain long life food tins and packets but can be helpful in a 

time of crisis If you are struggling and need one of these delivered please email 

popinplace@gmail.com or telephone 01929 472023 or 01929 472037 

Thank you to Jo Bruce and Jo Syrett who are helping to run this initiative. You can 

make small food donation in the box outside the village Hall. These will help us 

with expenses. 

  

Pop in Place Groups and Events 

All groups and events are cancelled until further notice . 

 

Community Knitting  

Please do keep knitting as it will be a useful pastime during isolation. We can also 

send good quality knitted items to the hospices  and charities to sell on their craft 

stalls to raise money. You can make a change from squares and knit a toy or a 

cardigan if you wish as whatever we are given we will put them to a worthy use.  

 

Stay at Home, to Protect the NHS and save lives.  

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 

mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
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most dainty sandwiches, little savoury wraps 

and tiny little cakes. It was all completely 

delicious and unlike anything I’ve had 

before. The tents were dressed with 

elaborate tall flower arrangements all the 

same, at regular intervals, and the tables in 

crisp white linen. You had an oblong plate that housed your food and your cup, 

we took ours outside and sat near one of the military bands. 

The band music really sets the atmosphere. Literally thousands of people in all 

kinds of fashion some wearing weird or wonderful hats and fascinators. I especially 

enjoyed seeing the people who had worn their national costume, it was a vibrant 

mix of colours and cultures, a small window on how the Royals live their lives and I 

was very grateful to have been able to have this once in a lifetime experience 

and to share it with the person whom without his love, understanding and support 

I would not hold The British Empire Medal.  

This Year this prestigious Royal event has of course been cancelled, this will be very 

disappointing for those who were invited to attend.  

We will always hold dear the special memories of our day at the Palace. 

Alison Bennett BEM 
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for special occasions. This is just as well as a large section of the wall on one side of 

the carriage room has to be removed in order to get the enormous coach out. 

The Queen used the Gold State Coach for her coronation on 2 June 1953. It was 

last used on 4 June 2002 as part of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee celebrations. I 

have to say it was just stunning and I was so glad that we had visited the Mews to 

see this up close, it was just mesmerizingly beautiful.  

As, we walked outside the gates of the Mews, the queue for the Garden Party had 

started, so many people in a never ending line. When we got to the front of 

Buckingham Palace and thought we were nearly there, the queue then took on 

an X Factor type of format and you snaked up and down, up and down until 

eventually we got to the gates and after the Police check, we were In. 

I was pleased we had come in the main Palace gates as there are other gates 

that can be used but this took us straight through Buckingham Palace up the red 

carpet staircase, we were able to see the Queen’s China collection, everything 

was so palatial, golden and grand, then out onto the terrace. 

It was a few minutes to four and the Royals were about to make their Grand 

Entrance following the same steps as we did.  The Military Band started to play the 

National Anthem and I felt a wash of patriotic pride, who will it be I wondered? 

You never know who will be hosting at the Garden Party as Her Majesty is doing 

much less now, but I still hoped that on this date it would be her. 

Here they are…. Prince of Wales, Duchess of Cornwall and the Princess Royal. 

These three senior Royals, although not The Queen herself, are all incredibly hard 

working, so it wasn’t the Queen but it was fine. We soon soaked up the ambience 

of being at Buckingham Palace. We walked around the gardens, passed by the 

author Julian Fellows, Lord Fellows to be precise, who wrote Downton Abbey.  He 

touched his top hat and I smiled, mainly because of the irony of it all  - we were 

definitely both more comfortable in wellington boots  planting  our spuds. 

The food, which let’s face it, is a pretty important part of all of this, was served to 

the guests in a big long tent. There was also the Royal Tea Tent in which all the 

distinguished guests were served. We had, as you can probably well imagine, the 

  



56 

May 2020 

 

What a difference a year can make. This time last year Paul and I were finalising 

what we were going to wear to the Royal Garden Party. 

As the days rolled ever closer to Wednesday May 15th I experienced a strange mix 

of apprehension and excitement. I had bought navy blue shoes, handbag, cream 

jacket and a rather large, but glamorous, cream fascinator, but I didn’t bother 

about getting a new frock, I already had a perfectly good one from M&S that 

would suffice, and let’s face, it no one that had ever seen me in it would be there. 

Paul wore his best suit; we invested in a new cream shirt, navy blue tie and a very 

expensive pair of black shoes. 

Paul pulled back the bedroom curtains on the  day and the weather was  bright 

sunshine quite a perfect early summer day, “just right for a Garden Party “he said.  

Amy and Tom came with us and we set off to catch the early train.  

I always like the idea of seeing the same country side from a different perspective 

and it was quite beautiful going through Dorset seeing all kinds of flora and fauna, 

animals and property. The train is great place to nose into the gardens to see how 

others live. 

Then into the New Forest, where I spent so much time as a child, the ribbons of 

sunlight shone through the trees and the lovely forest ponies were easy to spot. As 

the train got closer to its destination the landscape changed dramatically, 

everywhere was urban there was graffiti on walls, large buildings that went 

skyward and lots of people. As we got off the train at Waterloo station and started 

to walk out I was hit by the reality of the big city and the homeless crisis that exists, 

we were in a different world. The same country, only a few hours up the train 

track, but a different world. 

The sun shone bright over London Town, boats were going up the Thames, tourists 

were gathering to go on the Eye, and we made our way over Westminster Bridge 

as the bells of Westminster Abbey were ringing. I said ‘they are ringing for us you 

know’. Amy and Tom looked at each other and raised their eyebrows, it was quite 

an exhilarating feeling seeing the Houses of Parliament and just being in this great 

city steeped in history accompanied by this incredible sound. 

We had brought a picnic and we made our way over to St James Park and sat on 

the grass to eat. We had about an hour and a half before we needed to be at 

the Palace, so we went to the Royal Mews. The Mews is home to her Majesty the 

Queen’s Carriage collection and we were able to sit in one and pretend we were 

Royal.  

The main attraction is of course the Gold State Coach this has been used at every 

coronation since that of George IV in 1821. The coach is still used today, but only 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY                              
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Tony Bates’s house, where Bill was 

born, drawn by Fred Pitfield, that is 

in the book.  John Pitfield now has 

the publishing rights on the book. 

A clearer copy of the 1863 

village picture shown on 

page 6 of the book 
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As the news came to stay away from 

pubs a week before lockdown we 

decided to get ahead of the curve and 

print 100's of menus for home delivery 

and takeaway and get them through 

the doors of the village. So by the 

Thursday all houses in Bere Regis had 

received a menu with Winterborne 

Kingston to follow over the weekend.  

Orders started coming through before 

the weekend ended. Then came the full 

lockdown and the pub closed its doors. 

Unfortunately for us the pub funds the 

post office and so we were very 

concerned as to how we would 

continue this vital service.  

As social distancing rules came in I was 

concerned for the safety of the staff and 

so after a week of asking people to wait 

outside whilst we served someone I 

made the decision to move all the Post Office equipment and start the following 

week through the window with reduced hours. Thankfully this has been received 

well by most people and means the service continues 6 days a week. 9-1pm 

Monday to Friday amd 9-12noon on Saturday.  

We are also doing one to one appointments in the afternoon for those who are 

nervous about being around people at this worrying time. We are serving in masks 

and gloves and clean down the card machine between all customers and 

spraying anti vital spray across all outside surfaces around the window.  

We are still doing home deliveries Tuesday to Saturday 5.30pm to 8.30pm and this 

has proved to be popular and we are very thankful for everyone's support. This is 

far from a get rich scheme but will help keep the Post Office open until our world 

starts to return to normal.  

Whilst this is all going on I have also fully redecorated the bar and just finishing the 

ladies toilets. The garden is all dug and looking great. Let's hope you can all come 

and have a drink in it before the summer passes. 

Janette Woodhouse 

NEWS FROM THE ROYAL OAK 
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What better way to have fun with the whole family during this unique 

time than to make PIZZA's 

 

Base (makes 2) 

350g plain flour 

2 3/4 tsp baking powder 

1 tsp salt 

1tbsp oil 

 

Tomato Sauce 

Passata 

( to which you can add herbs or garlic if 

wished) 

 

Toppings 

 Have fun designing your own with all your favourites 

 

Method 

Heat oven to 200c/180c fan/ gas 6 

Mix together flour, baking powder and salt in a bowl, add 1 tbsp oil and 

170ml water, then stir until it forms a ball. If stiff add a little more water, it 

should be soft but not sticky. 

Knead on a floured surface for 3-4 mins. Roll into 2 balls and flatten out. 

Coat with Passata and just have fun designing your own. Make a face 

with toppings, have half with one topping and half with another...get 

creating! 

Then bake on a baking sheet for approx 15mins and enjoy. 
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It has been a difficult time for everybody whilst we have 

been in lockdown.  We have had to cancel our regular 

folk night in April and are not sure at the time of writing 

when we will be able to start up again. These nights are 

held once a month normally on the third Thursday. 

The folk nights are run to give talented musicians an 

opportunity to play in front of an appreciative audience 

often for no fee.  Once or twice a year we may charge an 

entrance fee to be able to pay an artist. In addition we 

provide Bere Regis with an interesting mix of different music genres.  We have had 

banjos, fiddlers, mandolins, hurdy gurdy, bagpipes, dulcimers, guitars (12, 6 and 4 

strings) ukuleles, piano accordions, flutes, things that look like flying sauces (you 

had to be there to see 

it), Mummers Play and 

many more. Most of the 

players are local but 

occasionally we will 

spread our net further a 

field.  We have been 

lucky to find high quality 

US acts that have 

played for us. 

I was in particularly 

looking forward to The 

Honey Dewdrops from Baltimore entertaining us in May but they had to cancel 

their trip from the US to UK.  Aaron Lewis from US is suppose to be demonstrating 

his skilful playing of fiddle and banjo in June.  We have another American singer 

and multi-instrumentalist planned for September plus many local artist are booked 

as well each month. However who knows if these events will proceed. 

To give you some background to the folk nights they were started in April 2015 by 

local folk players and enthusiasts Paul Openshaw, Lesley and Richard Quayle.  In 

2019 myself, Steve Syrett and Nick Robson took the reins and carried on running 

the monthly events. Since the start we have had over 90 different acts play for us 

and held 48 folk nights. Each night we invite 3 or 4 artist to entertain us.  Whilst we 

advertise as a folk night we appreciate all sorts of styles music.  The audience is 

asked to sit quietly and listen during the performances. 

I hope to see some of you on 19th May unless we have to cancel again. Latest 

information is available on www.draxfolk.org.uk 

Pip 

THE BERE REGIS FOLK GROUP 
 

 

53 

May 2020 

 

http://www.draxfolk.org.uk
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