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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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I happened to notice on a popular social media site a post about coffee.  It had 

all the bewildering choices of coffee and next to them what they meant in simple 

English!  Latte – Coffee with milk; Skinny Latte – Coffee with skimmed milk – you get 

the picture?  We have so much to choose from in our lives and we are pulled one 

way and another by skilful advertising and tempting brands.  We’re also 

persuaded to think that if we have all the ‘must haves’ we’ll be happier, and our 

lives will be fulfilled.  The pressure of keeping up with everyone else and the choice 

available can be overwhelming.   

This problem is, by no means, a new one, the products and the way we live may 

have changed, but people have always wanted more and put their trust in 

material things.  There is a prophet called Jeremiah in the Old Testament, so that is 

many years before Jesus was born, who tried to show the people how foolish they 

were being in trusting in human powers and how they had a simple choice.  He 

gave them this illustration – if you try to satisfy your life with material things you will 

be like a shrub in the desert that is desperate for shade and nourishment, but if 

Church website:  www.bereregiswith affpuddle.org.uk 
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To encourage awareness of the 
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you put your trust in God you will be like a tree planted by the water, whose roots 

will be strong and will have leaves that stay green and will produce lots of fruit.  It’s 

simple really – are you flourishing?  Jesus also said something about being happy in 

the words of the Beatitudes – ‘Blessed are the poor for they shall inherit the 

Kingdom of God’, etc.   

If we choose to live in Christ’s light, if we trust in God rather than people, then what 

seems important is turned upside down and we are enabled to live as free, 

contented and generous-hearted people.  Lent is a good time for us to think 

about the choices we make and to perhaps try a simpler way of living – that’s why 

we give things up for Lent.  We can also take something new on – maybe 

volunteering, helping a neighbour, giving up some time to concentrate on a 

particular subject that concerns us.  During Lent there will be one group meeting 

on a Monday evening in Briantspuddle and another on a Thursday morning at 

Bere Regis Vicarage.  We are going to look at the book Rev Carol mentioned in 

last month’s magazine – ‘Say yes to life’ by Ruth Valerio.  Please do get in touch 

with me, details on inside front cover, if you want to find out more.  If you are 

concerned about this wonderful world we live in and how we play our part in it 

you will be very welcome to join in - You do not need to be a member of either 

congregation,  

With blessings 

Sandra 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Baptisms 

At St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

26th January Skylar Stickley 

 

 

 

Funerals 

At St Laurence’s, Affpuddle 

29th January Sheila Kayll 

 

At St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

5th February Janet Brady 

14th February Kath Jeeves 

18th February Michael Cleall 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

   

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  

15th  Salt and Pepper Club  

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

18th Salt and Pepper Club  

23rd Communibus  -  Ottery Nursery, Exeter  

25th PiP Summer Show 6.00pm 

26th PiP Summer Show 7.00pm 

27th PiP Summer Show 2.00pm 

 July  

7th Communibus  -  Portland Bill  

7th FG: Irene Hickson: Chelsea Gold  

8th AL: A speaker from Natural England  

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  New Forest Lavender  

 August  

11th Communibus  -  Groves Nursery and West Bay  

12th AL: Home Grown Entertainments, bring a pencil and a poem  

20th Salt and Pepper Club  

25th Communibus  -  Sidmouth  
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Dynamo Light  

Perhaps it was growing up in the power-cuts of the early seventies, but I tend to 

collect lamps and torches of all kinds - and am always ready to be persuaded of 

the need to buy another. The least satisfactory I’ve ever owned, however, was 

the dynamo light fitted to my bicycle as a boy. The basic problem was that this 

depended on you to keep pedalling – so along a flat road, the light would shine 

nicely, but grew dimmer climbing a hill and became a sad glow by the time you 

reached the top. Its crucial flaw, however, became evident as soon as you had 

to stop at a junction. Then, at the very point when you most needed to be seen 

by other road users, the light would desert you.  

For those serving the local church, it can be all too easy to think that, if we just 

pedal a bit harder, the light will shine a bit brighter. The trouble is that, when the 

road gets rough and steep, or a crossroads is reached, our energies and hope 

can fade, like the beam of the dynamo.  

John’s Gospel reassures us that the light of life is generated by God’s work, not 

ours – and powered by his glory. Glory is our one inexhaustible energy supply: an 

eternal current that anyone must connect to if they really want to live. It shines 

from the relationship between Jesus and his heavenly father, empowered by the 

Holy Spirit. This divine dynamo, we learn, charges most powerfully at the points 

where human resources give out - when the wine runs dry at the wedding, or the 

well is deep and you don’t have a bucket. And where this glory shines most 

brightly, we find, is the cross of Christ, that fatal junction where all else turns to 

darkness. 

None of us is especially luminous on our own: we are the light of the world only 

with Christ shining through us. May he renew our strength and our hope as we turn 

to him.  

Bishop Andrew 

BISHOP’S LETTER 
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Sanctuary Flower Guild  
7th Lent  -  No Flowers 

14th Lent  -  No Flowers 

21st Lent  -  No Flowers 

28th Lent  -  No Flowers 

  

Readers: 

 

Parish Communion

  

1st  

Gospel: Mr Croom/

Epistle: Mr Wharf 

 

15th  

Gospel: Mr Smith/

Epistle: Mrs Bayliss 

BERE REGIS 
CHURCH ROTAS 

 

Sidesmen 

 
1st 9.15am  Mr House/Mr Bates 

 Chalice  Mr Smith/Mr Ward 

 Intercessions Mrs Welton 

 6.00pm  Mr Gibbs 

 

8th 11.00am  Junior Church 

 

15th 11.00am  Mr Smith/Mr Croom 

 Chalice  Mr Croom/Mr Wharf 

 Intercessions Mrs Cox  

 6.00pm  Mr Gibbs  

 

22nd 11.00am  Mrs Welton 

 

Cleaning and Dusting 

 

 Cleaning Dusting 

24 February & 

2 March 

Tricia White 

Alison Keogan 

Tricia White 

Alison Keogan 

9 & 16 March Tina Walker 

Simon Walker 

Paula Kent 

Rebecca Kent 

23 & 30 March Mona Comben 

Diana Ventham 

Gertie Miller 

Claire Close 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd BVH: High Sheriff of Dorset 7.30pm 

24th PiP  -  AGM 10.30am 

25th Scouts Borneo Breakfast 9.00am 

 May  

12th Communibus  -  Exbury Gardens  

12th FG: Elizabeth Pelley: Innovation  

13th  AL: ‘Red Rum’ a picture story by Jeremy Hoare  

19th PiP  -  Village Quiz, Upper Hall 7.30pm 

21st Salt and Pepper Club  

26th Communibus  -  Lyme Regis  

 June  

9th Communibus  -  Swanage  

9th FG:Open demonstration – National demonstrator Michael Bowyer 

MBE: Designing for Summer, venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 
 

10th AL: Eyes along the Coast, Tim Colquhoun  
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club,  BVH-Briantspuddle 

Village Hall Evening Lecture Series 

 

 March  

7th Scouts Borneo Breakfast 9.00an 

10th  FG: Lyn Mackenzie:  title to be advised  

11th BVH: Story of a Bishop  -  Karen Gorman 7.30pm 

11th AL: The Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance, David Senior  

12th Communibus  -  Sherborne  

19th Salt and Pepper Club  

24th Communibus  -  The Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth  

25th BVH: Piloting Southampton Water  -  Alec Lillie 7.30pm 

 April  

3rd PiP  -  Easter Bonnet Workshop at Pop in 10.00-12.00 

7th Communibus  -  Forde Abbey and Gardens  

8th A Family Pilgrimage to India, Ian and Di Ventham  

10th PiP  -  Easter Bonnet Parade, Easter Egg Raffle, Upper Hall 10.00-12.00 

14th  FG: Allison Finch: workshop   
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CHURCH SERVICES - MARCH 

Sunday 1st March Lent 1 
8am  Holy Communion Wool  

9.15am Parish Communion Bere Regis 

10am Parish Communion Wool 

11am Parish Communion Affpuddle 

6pm Evening Worship at Turberville Court   Bere Regis 
 

Wednesday 4th March  
10am Holy Communion (Coffee & Cake) at D’Urberville Centre, Wool 

12 Noon Midday Prayer followed by Lent Lunch Bere Regis 
 

Sunday 8th March Lent 2 
8am Holy Communion Wool  

8am Holy Communion Bere Regis 

9.15am Parish Communion Affpuddle 

10am Parish Communion Wool 

11am Family Service Bere Regis 
 

Wednesday 11th March 
11.30am Benefice Prayer Chaldon Herring 

12 noon Lent Lunch at Bere Heath Methodist Chapel 
 

Sunday 15th March Lent 3 
8am Holy Communion Wool  

9.15am Parish Communion Affpuddle 

11am Parish Communion Bere Regis 

5pm Supper Church at D’Urberville Centre  Wool 

6pm Evensong at Turberville Court  Bere Regis 
 

Wednesday 18th March  
10am Holy Communion (Coffee & Cake) at D’Urberville Centre, Wool 

12 noon Midday Prayer followed by Lent Lunch Bere Regis 

2.30pm Holy Communion at Turberville Court  Bere Regis 
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CHURCH SERVICES - MARCH 

 

Sunday 22nd March- Mothering Sunday 
8am Holy Communion Wool 

9.15am Family Communion Affpuddle 

10am Family Communion Wool 

11am Family Communion Bere Regis 

6pm Evening Worship  Wool 
 

Wednesday 25th March 
10am Holy Communion at D’Urberville Centre, Wool 

12 Noon Midday Prayer followed by Lent Lunch Bere Regis 
 

Thursday 26th March 
3.30pm Youth Communion at D’Urberville Centre  Wool 
 

Saturday 28th March 
8.30am Benefice Breakfast and Prayer East Lulworth 

12 noon Ecumenical Lent Lunch at Wool Methodist Church 
 

Sunday 29th March Passiontide 
10am Benefice Eucharist Affpuddle 
 

Sunday 5th April Palm Sunday 
8am  Holy Communion Wool 

9.15am  Parish Communion Bere Regis 

10am  Parish Communion Wool 

11am Parish Communion Affpuddle 

3pm 'Music for Holy Week'  

 - a short concert by Conzonetta Bere Regis 

6pm  Evening Worship at Turberville Court  Bere Regis 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Purbeck District 

Councillor 

Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

Monthly surgery.  Turberville 

Court, Communal Lounge 

1st Saturday @ 9.30—10.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Table Tennis for Adults Pauline Pitfield   01258 

839123 

  Mondays  7.00 to 9.00 pm 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

Woodbury Hill Singers Mrs Kath Jeeves 471175 10 Turberville Court  Weekly  Turberville Court 

Mondays @ 2.00 p.m. 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Swap Club 

Jenny Beedle 

Angie Talbot 

471002 

472483 

6 Bladen Valley, 

19 Bladen Valley 

angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  11  am 

Briantspuddle Village Hall 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset County 

Councillor 

Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

Held on the second Sunday of the month from 10am before the Family Service in 

Bere Regis Church. 

Bring the children along, they can learn how to use Puppets in the service and 

take part in action songs, story and drama, and fun activities to do with the 

theme. 

The next one is Sunday March 8th when we’ll be looking at the temptations that 

Jesus faced when he was in the desert and how his example can help us. 

For more information contact Rev Sandra, details on inside cover of magazine or 

Pat Wharf. 

The Sanctuary Flower Guild would like to thank the Mothers Union for their support 

over the past many years. We appreciate the commitment we have received 

from them and many of their members. 

The Guild consists of volunteers who arrange the Church flowers working in pairs on 

a 2-week rote, usually twice a year. The volunteers also support the Guild with 

arrangements at Easter, Harvest Festival and Christmas. There are also currently 3 

groups/organisations in the village who each support the Guild for a two-week 

period every year. They do this either by financing 2 of our arrangers or by 

providing and financing 2 arrangers from within their 

group/organisation. 

Unfortunately as our numbers have dwindled over 

the last few years we are now struggling to cover the 

whole year without asking our current volunteers do 

more. 

If there is anyone or any group who would be 

interested in helping with the arranging or would 

finance our volunteers to cover an extra session this 

would be appreciated. 

Please contact: 

Elaine Standfield on 01929 471774  or Diane Edmonds 

on 01929 472331 or edmonds473@btinternet.com  

SANCTUARY FLOWER GUILD 

 

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
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Bere Regis Junior Church 

Temptation 
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 
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SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 

 Bags of Logs For 

Sale 

Mixed logs mainly oak 

and ash ready to burn. 

Approx 40 logs, 14kg 

per bag. 

£5 per bag, could 

deliver 10 bags or 

more. 

East Stoke area   

 01929 551806 
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MAINTAINING YOUR PARISH CHURCH 

There are some things in place that help to maintain a healthy Parish Church, 

working not only to keep the building in good working order, but also to work and 

walk alongside everyone in the parish whether they choose to come regularly to 

church or not. 

These vital things are not the Priest/Vicar/person in the ‘dog-collar’ or whatever 

you may want to call whoever lives in the Vicarage at the time. 

They are all things that only the important people can do – that’s you! 

 

Be on The Electoral Roll 

As you may know, each Parish maintains 

an Electoral Roll of Church of England 

members resident in the village, if he or 

she has been baptized, is aged 16 years or 

more, and has signed an application for 

enrolment. 

Inclusion in the Roll, for which there is no 

charge, entitles a member to attend the 

annual parochial Church meeting and to 

take part in its proceedings. 

Please do ask if you would like to be on the electoral roll. 

Being on the Electoral Roll means you can be involved in the Annual Church 

Meeting. 

What is it? 

Two meetings on the same evening. 

First – Annual Meeting of Parishioners, open to anyone who lives in the parish or 

worships in the church.  The only business is to elect the churchwardens. 

Second – the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) follows on straight away, 

open to those who are on the church electoral roll. 

The business – to keep an overview of how the church is being run by receiving 

reports on changes to the electoral roll, financial statements of the PCC (Parochial 

Church Council) for year ending Dec 31st 2019, the state of the church building 

(fabric), goods and ornaments, the activities of the parish and proceedings of the 

PCC.  To elect representatives to the PCC, appoint sidespeople and the auditor, 

and to question and discuss issues relating to the parish and its life, ministry and 

mission. 
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These meetings usually happen by the end of April – look out for dates next time 

We are always looking for more willing volunteers to join one of the Parochial 

Church Council’s (PCC) in the benefice and If you would like to offer some time 

please do get in touch with either me or one of the Church wardens.  It really is a 

case of many hands make light work. 

Rev Sandra 
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ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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AFFPUDDLE CHURCH ROTAS 

AFFPUDDLE CHURCH NEWS 

Sidesmen, Lesson Readers, Readings, Intercessors and 
Chalice 
 

Date Time Sidesmen Readers Readings 

1st March 11am A Armitage A Armitage Gen 1:1-5 

1st Sunday  A Grindrod E Moriarty John 8:12-20 

of Lent 
 

8th March 9.15am P Haigh E Badcock Gen 1:6-8 

2nd Sunday  M Cropper M Cropper John 4:4-14 

of Lent 
 

15th March 9.15am R Killer R Killer Gen 1:9-13 

3rd Sunday  E Whatley D Hepburn John 15:1-8 

of Lent 
 

22nd March 9.15am S Sanderson S Sanderson Col 3:12-17 

Mothering  D Payne M Menzies John 19:25b-27 

Sunday 
 

29th March 10am Benefice Service at Affpuddle 

5th Sunday  E Whatley S Moriarty Gen 1:20-23 

of Lent  S Sanderson S Sanderson John 6: (25-34)35-40 
 

5th April 11am A Grindrod R Prideaux Phil 2:5-11 

Palm   R Prideaux A Grindrod Matt 21:1-11 (Palms) 

Sunday 

 

 Intercessions Chalice 

1st March A Grindrod E Whatley 

8th March J Haigh P Haigh 

15th March Celebrant R Killer 

22nd March M Menzies M Menzies 

29th March Allan Smith S Sanderson & E Whatley 

5th April A Grindrod S Sanderson 
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All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 
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Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 

and some a little longer, and volunteers can select the route they prefer.  All help 

is very welcome.  In the meantime if you would like further information please call 

Sue Jones on 01929 471375. 

There are two vacancies on the Parish Council.  For anyone wishing to put 

themselves forward, or simply wishing to find out more, please contact the Parish 

Clerk at clerk@briantspuddle.info.   

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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Flowers and Cleaning Rota 
 

Date:  Flowers:    Cleaning: 

7 March  Lent   Hilly Menzies 

14 March Lent   Mary Nesling 

21 March Lent   Elizabeth Whatley 

28 March Lent   Elizabeth Whatley 

4 April  Lent, Palm Sunday Nicky Killer 

Thank you to everyone who came and gave so 

generously at our January coffee morning. We raised 

an amazing £328!  The coffee morning was held to 

raise funds for the Weldmar Hospice in Dorchester, a 

cause very close to our hearts. 

We have a number of events coming up in March. 

Our Service on the 1st March will be led by Rev Gwyneth Owen, everyone is very 

welcome. 

BERE HEATH METHODIST 
CHAPEL 

OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 

Mowing Rota 

  Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 

2 – 15 March Richard Killer 

  

Chris Parker Robin Snaith Allan Smith 

16 – 29 March 

  

Paul 

Nottingham 

William Smith Sandy Moriarty Steve 

Sanderson 

30 March – 12 

April 

  

Mike Menzies Nigel Payne Ken Kilbank David Coates 

mailto:clerk@briantspuddle.info
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BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service taken each week by visiting  

preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays 6.00pm  Youth Club for young people aged 11-17 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

 

Jesus Walks on the Aegean Sea 

Amid the great turmoil of refugees flooding 

into Europe come amazing reports of 

miraculous intervention. 

One Iranian family thought they had lost 

their three-year-old daughter when she fell 

overboard from a crowded boat heading 

for the Greek island of Lesbos. 

Her parents fell to their knees crying out to 

God for help, when suddenly, she 

appeared in front of them. 

Amazed, they asked her what had 

happened.  She told them that as she 

began to sink, she saw a man clothed in 

white walking on the water towards her, 

who rescued her. 
 

On Wednesday March 11th we are hosting a Lent Lunch at the Chapel. This is in 

partnership with the Parish Church. It starts at 12.OO and all are welcome. 

The Buggies and Brunch for March is on Saturday 21st March and the theme will 

be, “Mothering Sunday.” 

 For more information contact the stewards: Karen Smith (01929 471339), Caroline 

Harrison (01929 471378). 
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Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

At its February meeting Councillors listened to a short presentation from one of the 

candidates for the position of Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner in the up 

and coming election.  David Sidwick outlined his priorities should he win the 

election.  He also spoke about how he believed his experience would help him in 

carrying out his duties and in delivering his priorities. 

Councillors discussed the Decision Notice for the planning application for land at 

Shakes Hole.  The application to extend leisure activities to 4 days per week was 

approved at Planning Committee.  Councillors voiced their disappointment that 

the application had been approved despite all three surrounding Parish Councils 

having objected to the proposals.  The Parish Council will ask the Planning Officer 

to attend a future meeting to explain why the application had been approved in 

the light of combined objections.  The fact that a similar application had been 

made in the past and had been turned down made the decision all the more 

difficult to understand. 

Some pruning work will be carried out on the Jubilee Tree.  This work will be carried 

out in line with the advice of the Tree Officer.  The cost of the work will in part be 

met by the very kind and generous donation of a local resident. 

Litter is an ongoing issue in the Parish.  Over 

a number of years the Parish Council has 

organised an annual litter pick and 2020 

will be no exception.  The proposed 

weekend is 21st and 22nd March (with 28th 

and 29th as a contingency).  These dates 

are subject to confirmation that the village 

hall is free, so please look out for posters 

nearer the time as well as information on 

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w e b s i t e 

www.briantspuddle.info 

For anyone new to the village or for 

anyone who has not taken part in this 

initiative before, the litter pick will take 

place between 9am and 12 noon on both 

Saturday and Sunday.  Volunteers head to 

the village hall where they will be given all 

the equipment they need.  The Parish is 

split into a number of routes, some short 

 

http://www.briantspuddle.info
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 When the refugees landed on Lesbos, they were met by Christian volunteers, 

offering food, clothing and shelter, and also sharing the Gospel (good news 

about Jesus) with them. 

   When they heard the story of Jesus walking on the water (John 6:15-21), the little 

girl cried out: “That’s the man who pulled me out of the water!”   Her Muslim 

parents dedicated their lives to Christ and went on to found a Farsi- speaking 

church in Athens. 

It goes to show that the One, who walked on water in Galilee, is alive today!  The 

Gospel is really true.  There is nothing more inspiring or more important to consider 

than Jesus dying for us all, taking the burden of our sins upon Himself, before rising 

from the dead and giving eternal life to those who believe in Him. But the Gospel 

that brings full forgiveness and new life, also requires a total commitment of our 

lives to Jesus.  It is more than signing up to a set of beliefs.  It is leaving behind our 

personal hopes and ambitions and living only for Him who gave His life for us.  

(Mark 8:35) 

(This report of boat-crossing miracle is courtesy of missionaries working with 

Hellenic Ministries in Greece.) 

 

Just a Smile 

Teacher:  What are you drawing, Susan? 

Susan:       A picture of Jesus. 

Teacher:   But no one knows what Jesus looks like. 

Susan:       They will when I’ve finished. 

 

“Why don’t you publish your sermons?” someone asked the parson 

“Well,  perhaps I will -  posthumously,” he replied modestly 

“O please do,” enthused the first – “And make it soon!” 

Joyce Healey 
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Doris Kathleen Jeeves 

Eulogy from Dianne Keeling  -  cousin 

Welcome everyone to this Celebration of the life of Doris Kathleen Jeeves. 

 For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Dianne and I am Kath’s cousin 

although to my sister Margaret and me, she was always Aunt Kath . Kath’s 

mother Annie and my maternal grandmother Ethel were sisters and were very 

close. Kath and my mother Beryl, who were the same age, spent most school 

holidays together at Annie’s meaning they grew up more like sisters than cousins 

and were very close and stayed best friends  all their lives. We are an extended 

family as Annie and Ethel were two of 10 Rapley children and cousins are here 

today from various parts of the country to be a part of this celebration. Also here 

are Kath’s other family from when she married Charlie - his daughter Helen, 

Grand daughters Alison and Melanie and great grandchildren William, Isobel, 

Courtney and Charlie. 

Kath was born 6th November 1922 to Annie and Harry Clatworthy in 

Leatherhead, younger sister to Jack who was two years older. When Kath was 4 

years old, the family moved to Ashtead as her father bought a Butcher’s shop 

there. This is where she went to school and started piano lessons at the age of 6 

and passed her first piano exam at 7. 

On leaving school Kath trained as a shorthand typist and during the war worked 

for the Ministry of Aircraft. In her spare time she would play the piano at Ashtead 

YMCA for the visiting Canadian soldiers and help with the refreshments. She told 

me she enjoyed doing it and was very popular. 

After the war, still in Ashtead, she opened a hairdressers with a corner of the shop 

used for floristry. This is when she changed her name from Doris to Kathleen as she 

called the shop Kathleen’s which sounds much better than Doris’s. When my  

older sister Maggie was about ten to early teens, she used to go and stay with 

Kath and help out washing clients’ hair and putting the flowers out in their vases 

in the shop and of course car trips to the seaside for ice cream. She remembers 

this time fondly and Kath has always been her favourite 

Aunt and she was also her Godmother. When I reached 

that age I didn’t follow in her footsteps : I always 

thought Aunt Kath was a bit bossy and I wasn’t  

interested in hair dressing or flower arranging! Our 

relationship was to blossom years later after Dave and I 

married and moved to the New Forest.  

In 1948 Kath married Leslie Maynard but the marriage 

was not a happy one and  after being separated for 

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 
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After a long dull rainy winter with traditional festive overindulgence, you might be 

thinking about how to get into shape for the gardening or holiday season ahead. 

Look no further; we have three activities on offer at our warm, beautiful and 

comfortable Hall to help you get fit and supple again. All instructors are fully 

trained and insured, and all classes have participants of both sexes, so no need to 

be shy about coming along! 

 

Pilates 

Tuesday morning from 9.30 till 10.30 am Kathy brings us a ‘complete workout for 

the whole body’ suitable for all ages and fitness levels. The first trial class is free with 

Kathy who is an ex midwife. Necessary equipment like mats etc is provided at the 

class. For more info Call 07967655159 or go to kathyashdown@peverellpilates.com 

  

Exercise Class 

These popular classes are held on a Thursday morning between 9.30 and 10.00 

am. Elaine the instructor caters individually for all fitness levels and ages. Advice is 

always available for any particular problem. All equipment is provided. For more 

info contact Elaine on 01929 462916, or go to elaine@dufonis.plus.com  

 

Hatha Yoga 

If you are desperate for a gentle stretch and 

bend followed by the best relaxation you will 

ever find, try Thursday evening from 6.30 till 

8.00pm when there is a lovely yoga session with 

Frances. Hatha yoga need not be strenuous but 

still gives you back some of the strength and 

suppleness that life takes away. Again Frances 

provides all necessary equipment. For more info 

call 01929 472927 or call mobile  07974391349 or 

Email r19few@googlemail.com  

All these classes are held in a relaxed and 

friendly atmosphere with no pressure or sense of 

competition. . . . so try one you might just find 

you meet new people and even have a bit of 

fun. 

BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE HALL REGULAR 
EXERCISE CLASSES 

 

17 

March 2020 

 

 

several years, the marriage was officially dissolved in 1959. 

Kath carried on with the hairdressers/florists in Ashtead and in the early 

sixties the hairdressing business was sold on. She continued with her florist shop 

which was a great success and Kath was very busy for several years there. 

In 1966 she took a short break to the West Country and on returning home to 

Ashtead became unsure of where she was and the best route home. No Satnavs 

in those days!  As most of you know, she stopped in Bere Regis outside a 

butcher’s shop by chance, or fate,  went in to ask for help. She was offered a 

cup of tea and left over an hour later clutching 2lbs of sausages. This was the first 

meeting of Kath and Charlie.  

Their courting was limited to mostly Sundays only as both of them were busy with 

their shops. Then Charles proposed and couple of months prior to their wedding 

a couple called into her florists and asked if she would consider selling the 

business. Fate once again smoothed their path. 

On March 9th 1968 Kath Maynard married Charlie Jeeves in Epsom registry office 

and they started their life together in Bere Regis. Kath threw herself 

wholeheartedly into village life. They built their bungalow, Larkspur on Snow Hill 

behind the shop and designed and stocked the garden too, a great passion of 

Charlie’s . Once completed the garden was opened for many years and money 

raised for Guide Dogs for the blind and the Church Hall.  

She helped Charlie with the sausage making, did a lot of the meat deliveries and 

used to cook the large hams herself in the kitchen at Larkspur. She admitted to 

me that on a couple of occasions the hams had to be thrown away as she had 

gone off for a drive round in her car for the afternoon, probably for an ice-cream 

and forgot the time and the hams were too overcooked to eat. They also did 

B&B, something her closest friend Audrey took advantage of when she moved to 

Bere Regis in 2002. With relatives visiting for their 50th wedding anniversary and 

needing accommodation, Audrey was told to contact Kath which she did. A 

meeting was arranged at Larkspur and Audrey was greeted by Kath and invited 

in to a table set with afternoon tea. As soon as they sat down Kath asked ‘Do 

you sing?” ‘Well yes’, replied Audrey. “ Right then you 

must join the choir”. Another choir member signed up. 

Alison and Melanie used to visit and loved helping with 

the B&B, the flowers and the garden with their 

Grandad.  Kath tried to teach them, and then the great 

grandkids, how to play the piano but I’m not sure how 

successful that was. They remember trips out in the car 

for an ice-cream, as did my sister  and many others. This 

was a favourite afternoon outing for Kath for all the 

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 

mailto:kathyashdown@peverellpilates.com
mailto:elaine@dufonis.plus.com
mailto:r19few@googlemail.com


18 

March 2020 

 

 

years she could drive. 

She started her floristry again with a small display in the corner of the 

butcher’s shop and soon started to do weddings and church displays. During her 

lifetime she thought she may have done hundreds of weddings, funerals and 

various church and hall decorations for over 38 years. When Charlie retired he 

used to help with carrying the floral displays, containers and often water to 

remote churches. 

Also after his retirement, they visited relatives in Canada and for a few years 

would go to Portugal for several weeks each winter. Then after a knee 

replacement Charlie couldn’t drive anymore and his mobility became limited 

but Kath took him out for afternoon teas, or locally for an ice cream or a trip to 

the seaside and sometimes to our house in The New Forest for afternoon tea or 

Sunday lunch - and of course a sherry or two!. 

In 1971 she started Autumn Leaves and Charlie would come along to the 

meetings. Apparently there used to be an annual coach trip to Sidmouth which 

Kath and Charlie particularly enjoyed and an annual lunch and dance 

sometimes held at Lullworth village hall. 

She started to play the piano for Pop In when Alison’s mother became unable to 

play and went on to run the Gadabouts concert party playing the piano for 

them for several years. 

I understand she was President for several years of the Scout Club when they first 

started, 

 Played piano and helped Pop In 

 Committee member of the gardening Club, 

 President and started Autumn Leaves in 1971 

 Played piano for TheWoodbury Hill Singers 

 Played piano for performing groups and various functions in the village hall 

including the Gadabouts. 

 Choir member and played piano for them 

 Member of the Floral Group 

 Member of the Ladies British Legion 

 Member of Foresters. 

I apologise if I have left any clubs and association off 

this list but I know that any local club, group, 

committee, association, choir  etc - Kath was either 

President, secretary, member or the piano player and  

loving every minute.  

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 
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around the hall. The evening 

officially began with the 

address to the haggis being 

recited by Richard of 

Rainbarrow, who after we’d 

enjoyed a fabulous three 

course meal entertained us 

with music and dancing 

which was so popular people 

had to be asked to wait for 

the next dance as we ran out 

of dance floor. 

Grateful thanks to Phillip Trim 

for sponsoring some of the cost of the event enabling more funds to go towards 

the village hall. I’m sure you’ll all be pleased to know that the event was a 

complete sell out, early warning to get your tickets for next year as soon as they 

go on sale to avoid disappointment, and not only did everyone enjoy a great 

night but thanks to everyone we w able to boost the halls funds by slightly over 

£1100.  

So many people worked together to make the whole event a success that if I 

tried to name everyone I’m sure I’d miss someone out so please accept a huge 

thank you to each and everyone of you who helped out. Without your support 

the night just wouldn’t have been the same. 

As we look forward to spring there’s another opportunity for everyone to come 

together for another brilliant evening at Briantspuddle village hall. Saturday 7th of 

March at 7.30pm sees the next Artsreach event with Kit Hawes and Aaron 

Catlow. 

Best known as the virtuoso guitar and fiddle players from the band Sheelanagig, 

Kit Hawes and Aaron Catlow draw on their many influences to created unique 

arrangements of traditional music, as well as their own compositions. 

Tickets are £6 for under 18’s £9 for adults with a family ticket available at £25

(family of 4 – max 2 adults) in advance from Jenny Beedle. Once again don’t 

leave it to the last minute to get your tickets for an enjoyable evening of music 

and entertainment. 

As always all the regular activities are going on so there’s plenty to get involved 

with Mike’s talks continuing along with yoga, Pilates, keep fit but to name a few 

of the many things that take place in our village hall. 

For anymore details please see the notice boards or by all means contact me via 

email or phone. 

Stuart Chorley, Chairman Briantspuddle village hall trustees, Mobile 07818078181 

Email schorley30@gmail.com 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

As we batten down the hatches for the second 

named storm this year ‘Storm Dennis’ its good to be 

able to see the snowdrops on display and the 

daffodils on their way out of the ground reminding 

us that spring is just round the corner. Last month I 

told you we where just putting the finishing touches to our Burns night celebrations 

and I’m please to be able to say all our hopes and efforts came together in an 

excellent night of superb food and a full bar with the haggis being processed 
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In 2011 Charlie died and Kath moved to Turberville Court and carried 

on filling every minute of every day with her clubs, choir, outings and 

flowers. About 6 years ago the worst thing that could happen to Kath was her 

diagnosed Age Related Macular Degeneration. She was losing her sight and her 

life as she knew it. Then she had to stop driving and the car had to go which was 

a real wrench and Kath felt she had lost her freedom. No more trips out for ice 

creams. Now in her mid nineties she carried on doing as much as she still could 

with her various clubs and piano playing but over the last couple years her sight 

deteriorated quite quickly leaving her unable to see much at all and she also 

began to get frail. She had to give up playing the piano and many clubs and 

outings. Over the last year it seemed she spent more of her time in her flat seeing 

fewer and fewer people and growing more frail, frustrated with her age related 

disabilities. 

After being hospitalised on Boxing Day after a fall in her kitchen, she passed 

away peacefully in the early hours of January 22nd. I like to think that she is now 

with her beloved Charlie and my mum. 

Kath loved Bere Regis and she did a lot for the village and the number of people 

here to remember her is testament to her popularity and hearts she touched. 

And to think if she hadn’t happened to stop outside a butchers shop in a small 

village in Dorset, none of us would be here in this church today and  Bere Regis 

and so many people would be the poorer for not knowing her. Goodbye Kath. 

You will be sorely missed but never forgotten and always loved. 

 

Tribute from Parish Council chairman 

The funeral of Kath Jeeves, cheerful and enthusiastic contributor to nearly every 

Bere Regis organisation and activity over a span of almost 60 years, was held at 

Weymouth Crematorium on St Valentine’s Day, 14th February.  

In the afternoon, the parish church was filled with her family and the many friends 

and colleagues from all the organisations she had been involved with over the 

years, at a Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving for 

her life. At Kath’s request, there was no mourning, so, 

with colour and music we celebrated the life of this 

lovely lady who gave so much fun and enjoyment to so 

many people, young and old, for so many years. 

Rest in Peace and Laughter, Kath. We shall miss you so 

much.  

Ian Ventham 

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 
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Janet Brady 

Janet was born on 22nd July 1939 at 50 West Street, Bere Regis - the youngest of 

five children of Owen and Elsie Skinner, joining her four older brothers Dennis, 

Gerald, Raymond & Leonard. Janet grew up in Bere Regis, attending the village 

school and made many life long friends.  

Her older brothers spent time away in the army and Leonard fondly remembers 

the many letters that Janet would send them. It was simpler times during her 

childhood, when the village children had to make their own fun. Jean Gibbs 

recalls her and Janet going to Woodbury Hill Fair, country dancing, catching the 

old bus to Milborne for netball and cookery classes, films at the old WI Hut, 

bonfires at the allotments and playing on West Street before there was any 

traffic. They also used to enjoy the Bedford & Jesty outings by coach, which all 

the family would join, to places like the Isle of Wight, although it mostly seemed 

to rain.  

Janet left school at 15, about a year after her Dad died, and started working for 

Bedford & Jesty at the Watercress beds in Doddings. Janet worked throughout 

most of her life, mainly with watercress but also at a local school and always 

around the needs of her family. 

Her husband, Joe Brady, was part of a group of Irish workmen who came to 

Bere Regis to lay the water mains pipes in the late 1950’s – he met Janet and 

ended up never leaving. They married in 1961 and went on to have four 

children – Patrick, Andrew, Julie and Shaun. They lived at first with Janet’s 

mother at 50 West Street, then spent a few years at Bovington before returning 

to Bere Regis – first at Green Close until 1975 and then to Southbrook where 

Janet spent 45 very happy years.   

Janet enjoyed trips back to Ireland with Joe to see his family and spent time in 

Scotland, the north of England, London and Oxford often visiting Joe’s many 

brothers and sisters. Joe and Janet shared a love of gardening, growing many 

vegetables and flowers together and had a happy 

but busy life bringing up their four children. Janet 

sadly lost Joe to cancer in 1985 and never remarried, 

remaining at the family home in Southbrook. Patrick, 

Julie and Shaun settled in the area with Andrew 

moving away for work and spending time overseas. 

Janet quickly overcame her fear of flying to travel 

with family to visit Andrew in Scotland, Dubai, Paris 

and Italy.  

Janet was extremely close to her Mum Elsie, visiting 
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her almost every day, and after Joe died she devoted her time to her 

children and then her grandchildren. Janet was a very caring person, 

nursing her own Mother through Alzheimers and then looked after her brother 

Dennis who came to recuperate for two weeks after a short stay in hospital and 

was still there 8 years later until he passed away - he was lovingly nicknamed the 

Cuckoo. 

Janet liked to play bingo and followed several sports – golf, snooker and a keen 

Manchester United fan. Her favourite pastime was spending time with family 

and she enjoyed a wide array of family parties and get togethers. She 

particularly enjoyed spending time with her ten grandchildren and was very 

close to them – always available for babysitting, never missing a birthday or 

party or celebration and always on hand to help out. 

Even as her physical health started to deteriorate in 

later years, her mind remained sharp and she always 

kept up to date with news on family and old friends in 

the village. She loved her home in Bere Regis and 

despite challenging mobility issues, she always 

remained positive and optimistic, looking out for her 

family and ready to join in at family get togethers. 

Janet, Mum, Granny, you were incredibly loved and 

will be greatly missed. 

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 
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BERE REGIS 
SPORTS CLUB 

The club are proud to announce 

that local property agents, Booth 

Gadenne of Wareham have 

signed up as main Sponsors.  

Many thanks to Richard Cole for his sterling work and leadership over the last few 

seasons as captain of the 1st XI. Rich is standing down because of work and 

family commitments, but we all hope that he will still play an important role within 

the 1st XI. Brian Keegan replaces RC as skipper with Richard Payne as his deputy, 

good luck to you both. 

The new season is fast approaching and with it the challenge of the 1st XI being in 

the Premier division. The 2nd XI with Gary King as captain have been promoted to 

division 4 for the new season.  Once again the club will have a side in the Sunday 

TT25 competition and also play in the Dorchester evening league, the side will be 

led by Stuart Beasley. 

The Junior / Youth section are looking for new Boy and Girl players in all age 

groups. Once again the club is an accredited centre for the All Stars programme, 

a fun introduction to cricket for 5 to 8 year olds. 2020 also sees the launch of 

Dynamos, a new fun cricket opportunity for 8 to 11 year olds, if you know of any 

youngsters of any age looking to play please contact Andy Kent, Paul Reeves, or 

email, cricket@bereregis.com  

Dates for your diary. Nets every Wednesday in March at St Osmond’s in 

Dorchester 8 -10 pm.  Saturday May 2nd, 1stXI, home v Wimborne.  2nd XI, away v 

Poole 3’s. Wednesday May 6th, Evening league, home v Puddletown 2’s                                                                                                           

Tea Ladies. Once again Alan Green will be organising the rota, please call Alan 

on        01929 471749 or 07933326457 and offer your services. 

2020 Challenge !   Can you find a “Match Ball “ sponsor to give £10 per match. 

Sponsors get a free Tea on the day of their choice. Or how about seeking out a 

retired player or older family member to become a vice president. A small 

annual fee will make the vice president welcome with a free tea at all home 

matches.  

Ladies and Girls, contact person, Moira Mathers. 

Junior / Youth organisers.  U13, Paul Reeves, U15 Andy Kent. 

“All Stars”  Andy Kent, Sarah Evans, Tom Bennett, Ellie Holyoake.  

“Dynamos”  Paul Smith. 

Please view the club’s notice board for more information on all events, and 

contact details.  
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MILBORNE MOVIES 

At Milborne St Andrew Village Hall, the 

Causeway DT11 0JB 

Friday 20th March. Doors and bar open 

7.00 for a 7.30 start 

 

Judy, with Renee Zellweger 

It is Winter 1968 and showbiz legend Judy 

Garland arrives in Swinging London to 

perform a five-week sold-out run at The 

Talk of the Town. It is 30 years since she 

shot to global stardom in The Wizard of 

Oz, but if her voice has weakened, its 

dramatic intensity has only grown. As she 

prepares for the show, battles with 

management, charms musicians and 

reminisces with friends and adoring fans, 

her wit and warmth shine through. Even her dreams of love seem undimmed as 

she embarks on a whirlwind romance with Mickey Deans, her soon-to-be fifth 

husband. Featuring some of her best-known songs, the film celebrates the voice, 

the capacity for love, and the sheer pizzazz of "the world's greatest entertainer." It 

is led by a deeply committed Renee Zellweger, giving ‘the performance of a 

lifetime’. 

Best 
Actress 
Oscar 

CASTLE PLAYERS  - 
LYTCHETT MATRAVERS 

We are about to start our rehearsals for our fantastic 

play, Ghost Writer, to take place in May at Lytchett 

Matravers Village Hall. More details to come next issue, 

or you can always visit www.castleplayers.com. This is a 

great comedy, so book your tickets fast if you want a 

night of fun and laughter. 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 

As I write, the verges of the local roads in Dorset are 

covered in snowdrops, and the daffodils are starting 

to poke their green shoots up past the old leaves. I 

am by nature an optimist, and the signs of spring are 

always welcome after winter. It’s important to look 

after our countryside, and I recently had the 

chance to meet a Womble in Parliament, to raise 

awareness of the Great British Spring Clean. I was 

very pleased to see locally that there was a recent 

prosecution for fly-tipping – such a blight on our 

countryside, sending a clear message that it will not 

be tolerated.  

The last month has been as varied as usual. In Parliament I was pleased to 

attend the launch of the Open Doors World Watch list launch, outlining the 

countries where Christians face the most intense persecution. I also recently met 

the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and had the opportunity to discuss support for 

Christians in the Holy Land.  

On average MPs are likely to be drawn for two Prime Minister’s Questions a year. 

I have had two in the last month, and I raised education and support for families. 

I have also spoken in debates in Parliament about homelessness, sentencing of 

criminals and local government finance. I have raised various issues concerning 

Dorset with ministers, and joined the All Party Parliamentary Group for the Great 

South West.  

Closer to home, I invited the 

Railway Minister to Wareham to 

see the pedestrian crossing for 

himself. He met with local 

council lors and community 

representatives to try and find a 

way forward to resolve the 

longstanding issues surrounding 

the crossing. Further work will now 

take place to find a solution 

including a meeting with the 

Office for Road and Rail.  

I’ve been pleased to be able to support several local events and groups 

recently. I had a very enjoyable afternoon watching the brilliant production of 

Sleeping Beauty performed by Broadstone Pantomime productions, before 

which I popped in to see the display of artwork by Broadstone Art society at 

 

 

http://www.castleplayers.com
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Meeting with MPs 

The Leader, myself and the Chief 

Executive recently held a meeting with 

our MPS to discuss common issues. The 

MPs were Simon Hoare, Michael 

Tomlinson, Chris Loder and Richard 

Drax. We have agreed to meet 

regularly to ensure that we can resolve 

any local questions and for them to 

understand where we need their help. 

We also provided them with an update 

on our financial situation and the shape of our forthcoming budget. We also 

made the following points 

 

Upton Country Park. I have visited several local businesses, including the local 

brewer Eight Arch in Wimborne. I have had meetings with Dorset Local Enterprise 

Partnership, as well as my usual constituency surgeries. 

If you are a business and would like me to visit, please get in touch, or if you have 

a n  i s s u e  t h a t  y o u  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h ;  e m a i l  m e  o n 

michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or contact my office on 01202 624216. You 

can also follow what I’ve been doing on Twitter 

@Michael4mdnp or Facebook www.facebook.com/

michael4MDNP 
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some bad times too.  But you were there for me when my beloved mother died, 

and I gave you the support you needed  when  Emily was rushed to hospital with 

peritonitis and we all feared the worst.  We talked our way through Rob’s 

redundancy, Toby being bullied at school, my brush with breast cancer and that 

awful winter – do you remember? – when both our cottages flooded. 

But we were lucky.  The bad times were few and far between.  We lived charmed 

lives really and just occasionally I found myself wondering when we would get our 

come-uppance.  Nothing prepared me for the nightmare to come. 

The Copper Kettle remained our favourite meeting place throughout.  Right up 

until the end you and I met here at least once a week; exchanging news, 

catching up on the gossip, snatching pockets of time to relax in the midst of busy 

lives.  From time to time we dallied with a new café opening on the High Street or 

the ubiquitous Costa or Starbucks.  But always we returned here to our favourite 

seat in the window. 

And that’s where I am today.  Sipping my cappuccino, and watching yours grow 

cold on the other side of the table.  I don’t think you will come today.  For a while 

after your death – from a stroke so sudden and violent they tell me I couldn’t 

have saved you even if I had recognised the signs in time – you were often here.  

But those times, when I could almost feel that nothing had changed, are 

becoming few and far between.  Now you are faint and blurry around the edges.  

And I know it is time to let go. 

Saturday, 28th March 2020 from 11:00 am – 4:00 pm at Wimborne United Reform 

Church, Chapel Lane (Parking available) 

Come and join members of Dorset Chamber Choir and John Watkins, our Musical 

Director, to learn and sing excerpts from Durufle’s Requiem Mozart’s Mazz in C 

Minor and Stainer’s Crucifixiion. 

Advance Bookings only.  £15 including music hire and refreshments.  See 

www.dorsetchamberchoir.com for registration form and full details or contact 

01305 848053. 

COME & SING DAY  

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.facebook.com/michael4MDNP
http://www.facebook.com/michael4MDNP
http://www.dorsetchamberchoir.com
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FRIENDS  FOR  LIFE                                     

Frances Colville 

I still come here to the Copper Kettle.  I like the 

familiarity, the slightly old fashioned ambiance.  I 

like being able to sit for a couple of hours over 

my cup of coffee with no-one bothering me.  I 

like knowing that sometimes you will be here too 

– not always, but just often enough to keep me 

returning again and again. 

In the beginning of course you were always here.  

I wonder if you remember the first time as vividly as I do.  I like to think you do.  We 

met at the school gates, having just dropped our nearly five year olds off for their 

first day.  Bereft, both of us, wondering how to fill the hours until pick-up time and 

each secretly regretting that we only had one child.  The baby years were over, 

never to return, and neither of us knew what to do next. 

I can’t remember which of us made the first 

move, but ten minutes later, here we were, either 

side of the window table in the Copper Kettle, 

getting to know each other over cups of coffee 

and toasted teacakes.  We hit it off straightaway, 

didn’t we?  Two shy people with lots in common 

and so much to talk about. 

Luckily for us, our children hit it off too. Your Emily 

and my Toby.  Same reception class, best friends 

through primary school and allies against the 

world at secondary school.  Even now – perhaps 

especially now, after all that has happened – they 

talk regularly.  You’d be pleased to hear that, I 

know.  They’re at different universities, living 

separate lives, but I’m sure they’re always there 

for each other, and I hope – as you and I always hoped – that they’ll decide to 

spend the rest of their lives together. 

Your Rob and my Dave became mates too.  Sports mad the pair of them, and it 

wasn’t long before they’d bonded on the golf course and the squash court.  

Sometimes the four of us got together for a game of tennis.  More often for an 

evening at your house or ours; kids tucked up in bed, good food and a bottle or 

two of wine.  Nothing to set the world alight, but it suited us all. 

Looking back, those happy years merge into each other.  Of course we had 

THE BERE REGIS SCRIBBLERS 
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 Dorset is a very beautiful county, but it suffers from some very significant 

challenges. Dorset South Constituency has the lowest levels of Social Mobility of 

any Constituency in England, and Weymouth has some of the highest levels of 

deprivation nationally. There are also significant pockets of deprivation in other 

parts of Dorset, exacerbated by areas of significant rural sparsity across the 

county. Some comparative funding issues are: 

 By any measure the South West fares poorly in terms of transport investment, 

which exacerbates the challenges presented by our rurality. 

  The South West also receives substantially less investment than the South 

East on enterprise and economic development, transport, and housing and 

community amenities. 

 Coastal areas are increasingly associated with lower pay, lower life 

expectancy and deprivation  

 Dorset receives far less per pupil (under the pupil premium calculation) than 

inner city areas, but has levels of need, deprivation and challenge of the 

same relevant magnitude. This situation is replicated across other services. 

 Current modelling suggests that numbers of Looked after Children (LAC) 

could increase from 427 to 510 which would create an additional pressure 

of £3.6m per annum of unfunded costs to the council budget. 

 Numbers of Education Health Care Plans (EHCP) have increased by over 

67% since January 2015 but the funding from central government has only 

increased by 7%. 

 

Budget 

Further to the article in last month’s magazine. Council tax contributions for Dorset 

Council are proposed to increase by just under 4% to help to fund the rising costs 

of adult social care and children’s services protecting the most vulnerable people 

in society.  

We are legally required to 

provide social care, and these 

services are often expensive to 

provide. Well over half of our 

total budget is spent on 

adults’ and children’s social 

care. Since 2010, central 

government grants to councils 

have been cut by nearly 

60%.  We no longer receive 

any Revenue Support Grant 
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from central Government. Instead, the Government expects us to raise the 

funding we need through council tax. 

This is why 2% of the increase in council tax is what is known as a ‘social care 

precept’ – in other words, central Government is encouraging councils to 

increase council tax specifically in order to fund the growing cost of social care. 

Councillors will vote on this proposal at the Full Council meeting on 18 February. 

 

Town and Parish Councils 

We are holding workshops with Councils as part of the dialogue between Dorset 

Council (DC) and Town & Parish Councils (T&PCs), to discuss how we can build a 

new relationship and work together in future for mutual benefit and, more 

importantly, for the benefit of Dorset communities. Below is some feedback 

 The approach by DC to work with T&PCs to build a new working 

relationship was widely welcomed. 

 T&PCs wanted greater details of how a new relationship with DC and 

T&PCs would work in practice. 

 Most agreed that DC and T&PCs have a shared objective of providing 

community leadership to meet the needs of local people as well a shared 

appetite to work together better to achieve this jointly. 

 A strong theme was that Dorset Council needs to work hard to build trust 

with T&PCs by: 

 Listening to town & parish councils 

 Involving them in decision-making at the earliest opportunity 

 Acting on their feedback wherever possible, and where it isn’t possible 

explaining why 

 Improving two-way communications. 

  DC perceived by some as ‘monolithic’ and ‘remote’. 

 DC needs to develop open and improved communications with T&PCs. For 

example, DC need to involve T&PCs as early as possible in any potential 

changes or cuts to services so they can prepare properly. Officers need to 

explain their decisions and processes better to local councils. 

 There's a question over resources. DC and T&PCs all face significant 

pressures on budgets and resources. Sometimes DC does things which can 

inadvertently put additional pressure on town and parish councils. DC 

needs to explain better the constraints on its resources to T&PCs. 
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Details for the monthly live music night held in the Stable 

Bar (skittle alley at the back ) .  A quiet venue away from 

the main bars in the pub but close enough to order 

refreshments.  A wide range of different music is available 

and no charges are made. 

 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 

8pm in the Stable Bar at the Drax Arms West Street. 

 

Artists  

 Becoming Branches - To celebrate the release of their debut EP they will be 

sharing some original songs with us. 

 Martin Ansell - British acoustic guitarist, singer, songwriter and portrait 

artist.  He has been writing and performing since the early 1980's, and has 

toured with acts such as Van Morrison, Chris Isaak, Tom Robinson and The 

Fixx. 

 David McKenzie - will be playing the bagpipes. 

 State of Undress - The rocky rootsy fiddle-some band from Dorset.  Playing 

their own original songs, some traditional songs in their own style and a few 

covers just 'cos they love 'em!  From thought provoking to fun!!! 

Come and join us for a musical St Patricks evening. 

THE BERE REGIS FOLK GROUP 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

 T&PCs are asking for a special relationship with DC where their queries and 

requests are treated as a higher priority than those from members of 

public. T&PCs see themselves as the voice of their communities, 

representing local needs, so would like DC to prioritise ("fast-track") their 

requests. 

 Role of clerks: we need to recognise that DC may inadvertently be putting 

pressure on clerks, and we need better understanding the role of clerks in 

our communications T&PCs. 

 There has been much praise for community Highways Officers - these are 

 named individual officers with direct relationships with local councils. 

 DC recognises the varying sizes and complexity of different parish and 

 town councils. We will need different approaches to working together to 

 meet the needs of different councils. 

 People have fed back that they liked the workshops and felt DC had 

 productive conversations but will reserve judgement until they see what 

 happens next: DC now needs to act on feedback. 

The next steps will be for Dorset Council to work up some proposals and items for 

discussion with town & parish councils in response to the feedback. These will be 

discussed at a second series of workshops to be held in the coming months. 

 

Surgery  

We frequently and happily hold meetings with our constituents at a time and 

place that is mutually convenient to one or other of us. We will respond to any 

email or telephone request to meet which we will hold either at a local village 

hall, hostelry or at your home to suit you. Please ring or email us with the subject 

matter so that we can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is 

peterwharf@hotmail.com telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is 

cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 

mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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BERE REGIS NEWS 

The Parish Council met on Thursday 13th February 2020 at the Drax Hall. 15 

members of the public were present. The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th 

March at the Drax Hall, starting at 7pm. All parishioners are very welcome to 

attend and to take the opportunity to raise any matters or concerns at the start of 

the meeting. 

 

Parish Forum 

We will be holding our annual Parish Forum for all 

residents to attend on Saturday May 16th at the 

School. The agenda will probably include: 

 A talk about May’s Wood by Anne Brummer, 

Chief Executive of the Save Me Trust, a 

conservation and wildlife charity established 

by Dr Bryan May 

 A talk by Michael Tomlinson MP 

 Presentation of local volunteer awards 

 Presentation about the need to cherish and 

conserve our local SSSI, Black Hill (tbc) 

All community organisations are cordially invited to attend and to set up stands to 

promote their activities to residents. 

 

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:  Ian Ventham  471480 ianrventham@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman:  Bryan Benjafield  07969 

770890  

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk  

Parish Clerk:  Amanda 

Crocker  

472327 bereregispc@gmail.com 

Websites: www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.bereregis.org 
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BERE REGIS WI 

Despite the best efforts of Storms Ciara and 

Dennis, February saw the village festooned with WI 

green hearts.  Even the cherry tree planted at the 

surgery to mark our centenary joined in the 

celebrations, coming out in blossom just in time to show its heart decorations to 

best effect.  The only major casualty was one string of hearts which is missing in 

action from its place on the bridge, presumably sailing down the Bere Stream!  

We hope that those that stayed in place brought a small amount of cheer to all 

who saw them and contributed in a small way to increasing awareness of climate 

change.  A big thank you to everyone who kindly allowed us to display the hearts 

on their doors. 

Did you know that Boots the Chemist used to operate a 

lending library?  Neither did most of the Bere Regis WI 

members and we’re therefore looking forward to finding out 

all about it at this month’s meeting on Wednesday 18 

March.  Both members and non-members are very 

welcome, so please contact us if you’d like to come along.  

Alternatively, why not join us at this month’s Lunch Club 

which will be on Thursday 5 March at The New Inn, West 

Knighton. 

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 
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This is a vegan recipe which everyone can enjoy. It is packed full of 

flavour and very welcoming. 

The base can be made in advance and mash added at time of cooking 

 

Method 

1 Heat oil in a large pan, add leek, parsnip, carrot, celery and herbs. 

Season and sautés until start to soften 

2 Add garlic, balsamic vinegar, cook for 10mins then add chopped 

tomatoes, puree, 100ml water.  

3 Add Marmite, sugar and simmer for 20mins add a little more water to 

loosen sauce, check seasoning. 

4 Meanwhile cook the sweet potatoes until soft, drain well and mash with 

vegan marg, dijon mustard, check seasoning. 

5 Preheat oven 180c/gas 4. Drain and rinse lentils and add 

to sauce along with frozen peas cook for 5mins. 

6 Transfer to dish and cover completely with mash.  

7 Bake for 25-30mins and enjoy 

 1 tbsp olive oil 

 1 leek finely chopped 

 1 parsnip,  

 1 carrot diced 

 1celery stick sliced 

 1tbsp mixed herbs 

 2 garlic cloves 

chopped 

 2 tbsp balsamic 

vinegar 

 1 x 400g can 

chopped tomatoes 

 1 tbsp tomato puree 

 1tsp sugar 

 1tsp marmite 

 1 x400g can green 

lentils 

 150g frozen peas 

 salt and pepper  

Mash 

 4 sweet potatoes  

 vegan margarine 

(or butter ) 

 1 heaped tsp 

Dijon mustard 
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White Lovington Development 

Following the submission of plans by the developer of the site at White Lovington, 

the council heard from a number of residents who were displeased at the 

increase of numbers of houses from the number set out in the Neighbourhood 

Plan. Following discussions, the council agreed unanimously that because the 

application did not conform with the Neighbourhood Plan, it would inform Dorset 

Council that it could not support the planning application in its present form. 

 

Bere Regis Calendars 

The council were delighted to announce that the 2020 version of the annual Bere 

Regis Calendar, from which profits are being donated to The Ed Kent Trust, sold a 

total of 161 calendars, raising the fantastic sum of £405 for the charity, which 

helps local young people with funding in the sports and music areas. 

 

Play Park Resurfacing 

Having researched many solutions to the replacement of the woodchip bark in 

the Play Park, the council agreed to purchase rubber chippings to replace the 

bark with. Made from recycled tyres, this bark gives both a safer surface for 

children to play on and a more environmentally beneficial solution. We hope it 

may also deter cats from using the bark as a litter tray! 

 

VE Day Celebrations 

There are a number of celebrations being planned by organisations within the 

village to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May. Further 

details will be released nearer the time, but ideas under discussion include a 40s 

themed tea dance, run by Scouts, along with a ceremonial ringing of the church 

bells and a lighting of the Beacon, followed by an outdoor ecumenical service of 

thanksgiving. If residents in areas around the village wish to hold their own street 

parties, or organisations wish to add to the events to mark the occasion, the 

council will be delighted to help with any planning and road closures involved 

with this. 

 

East Devon and Dorset National Park 

The Council heard an enthusiastic talk from a member of the team behind the 

proposed new National Park in Dorset and East Devon. There are many potential 

benefits, and some possible pitfalls, that could be had from forming a new 

National Park and we look forward to monitoring the progress of their application 

as it goes through the next stages. 

Bryan Benjafield 
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The Autumn Leaves Club this month started very sadly with 

the news that Mrs Kath Jeeves, who founded the club 

nearly half a century ago, has died at the age of 97.  The 

meeting began with a short period of silence and 

contemplation, after which several members shared with 

us their memories of Kath.  She was a very lively and lovely lady who sparkled with 

energy and ideas.  She was always ready to help people and was involved with 

almost every village activity.  The first item in the Constitution of the Autumn 

Leaves Club states: "It was formed to improve the lives of the Pensioners in the 

village and the surrounding villages,” a statement which has proved true for over 

48 years. 

The afternoon continued with a talk by Linda Lamon, illustrated by pictures of 

Bere Regis, Mays Wood, and many other well-known areas of Dorset.  This was 

enhanced by the fact that many of the slides were in 3D which involved 

members using special ‘spectacles’ to see the effects. 

The afternoon continued with the usual tea, sandwiches and cakes, 

(supplemented by a large tray of delicious chocolate brownies made by Sue) 

and a very lively raffle, ably managed by Marion. 

We were pleased to welcome several visitors this month and hope that they and 

others will join us for our March meeting.  This will be an illustrated talk, presented 

by David Senior about the work of the Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance. 

This will be on Wednesday 11th March and will, as usual, be held in the Scout Hut 

at 2.30pm.  Do come and join us, you will be sure of a warm welcome and a very 

good afternoon for only £2.50!! 

AUTUMN LEAVES  
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

trip to the Dorset Cursus near Sixpenny Handley were made which will be a 

summer outing. There were the usual array of finds, documents and new items on 

display too, in a well attended meeting especially in this month of colds and 

coughs. 

Everyone is welcome and members now get a discount on an annual 

subscription, or a simple attendance charge of £2 is sometimes a simpler option. 

John Pitfield, Project Secretary 
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BERE REGIS SCOUT GROUP  

Explorer News 

There’s been lots of interesting and varied activities on the Explorer programme 

since the beginning of 2020 including ice skating at the BIC, a ‘nonsense tents’ 

team challenge night, Chinese New Year cooking, Scottish dancing and haggis 

evening, Black Hill mystery challenge and the Network Scout’s ‘A Winning 

Combination’ teamwork night. There’s always something new to learn or 

experience at our activity nights. 

A District 

E x p l o r e r 

C a m p 

b a s e d 

around the 

‘ D a v e ’ 

c h a n n e l ’ s 

‘Taskmaster’ 

series took 

place at the 

e n d  o f 

January and 

w a s 

attended by several Kingsbere Explorers, Network Scouts and Leaders. Lots of 

weird and wonderful ‘taskmaster’ style activities, a great campfire and yummy 

food were enjoyed by all! Our summer camp this year will take the form of a 

canal boat voyage around the Braunston Ring in the Midlands – a new and 

exciting experience for many of the young people and leaders taking part. 

 

DofE News 

Congratulations to one of our Explorers, Will Rogers, who has completed his 

Gold DofE award. Will is the first Kingsbere member to achieve this award 

before his 18th birthday! Big congratulations to Will – very well deserved! 

We are planning a Silver assessed expedition in the Easter holidays in West 

Dorset and there will be more Bronze and Silver expeditions during the summer 

months being organised with other District 

Explorer Units. 

 

Contact us 

 Neal Unitt-Jones 01929 472273.  

 

Borneo Breakfasts: 

Saturday 7th March 

Saturday 25th April 
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supporting Dorset farmers who are an important part of our business economy 

and natural environment too.   

Sometimes a business’ behaviour is so bad that we do need to take formal action 

to protect people and to act as a punishment and deterrent to others. Our 

prosecutions are usually reported in the local press, recent examples being rogue 

doorstep trading and animal welfare. 

Many of you reading this will go about your daily lives buying goods and services 

from businesses without a bad experience. That’s because we work often unseen 

in the background with the aim of keeping you protected. 

If you do however see unfair or unsafe trading that you’d like to report to Trading 

Standards then call the Citizens Advice consumer helpline on 03454 04 05 06. 

BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

We had our first meeting of the new year on 22 January at 

the Village Hall, North Street. In December the Archaeology 

Section made its biggest discovery so far - a 2.4km (1.5 mile) 

long section of Roman Road linking Woodbury Hill with the 

already-known Roman Road in the north of the parish. The 

discovery using maps and photographs was followed by the 

showing of a "spike-auger" device which has been used to establish that at one 

point there is a flattish surface about half a metre down. This process will be 

repeated in other places to confirm the exact position of the newly-discovered 

road. 

Part of the original work involved looking at fields in the parish and it was while 

studying old maps that a smallish field, well penned originally, is thought to have 

been the place were sheep were enclosed before the Fairs on Woodbury Hill 

before being led to the north of that hill. Just in 

the same way that before the Fair, horses were 

corralled at Bere Heath. Both groups of animals 

were cared for and fed well so that they were 

in top condition before they were offered for 

sale. 

We have also established Society practice to 

more carefully label donations of items to the 

Society. This involves a postcard-sized tag 

which will be attached to any items gifted to 

us. Our long-term aim of having a proper 

museum was briefly discussed. Initial plans for a 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

The value of reporting to Trading Standards 

In the last full financial year local Trading Standards services together: 

 Received around 500,000 complaints, and undertook 43,000 investigations 

 Visited over 30,000 businesses to help them understand business law and 

trade fairly 

 Prevented £26 million 

pounds being handed 

over to doorstep criminals 

 Provided advice and 

support to 11,000 people 

affected by scams 

 F o u n d  o v e r  3 , 0 0 0 

businesses that were 

supplying food that was 

mi s - de sc r i be d ,  h a d 

undeclared allergens, 

c o n t a i n e d  i l l e g a l 

ingredients, or was 

involved in food fraud 

 Tested 6,000 retailers and found a quarter illegally selling alcohol, tobacco 

and knives 

 Detained over 20 million illegal products including tobacco, toys, cosmetics 

and electrical products, some of which could have caused life changing 

injuries 

Dorset Council Trading Standards are always keen to speak and work with local 

business in flexible ways to offer advice and support to get things right. We put a 

lot of effort into supporting business in this way from home start-ups to established 

national companies. Trading Standards have a dedicated animal health team 
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

Spring is Springing 

With March the days are noticeably lengthening and 

there are real signs of Spring around us – birds are 

becoming more active in preparation for the nesting 

and breeding season and we will soon be able to 

enjoy their wonderful dawn chorus. The first green leaves are emerging on 

hawthrorn and elder trees; the blackthorn is in blossom and many early Spring 

flowers are emerging such as primrose, providing much needed early nectar for 

bees, butterflies and other insects. On warmer sunny days we should see the first 

butterflies of the season – look out for Orange Tip and Brimstone butterflies in 

particular.  

 

Bird Sightings 

Have you seen the Green Sandpiper – this is a new 

winter visitor to the village, encouraged by the wet 

and flooded areas in and around Souls Moor. The 

Green Sandpiper is a fairly rare winter visitor, with 

less than a 1,000 visiting the British Isles each year - 

so, a great spot. It is a rather elegant wader and is 

called ‘green’ because of its blackish top which 

has a green tinge while its underparts are pale – 

see photo. It is about 8 inches / 20cm long and 

tends to be seen at freshwater marshes and 

apparently has a liking for watercress beds. 

A number of people have reported seeing a Goldcrest, both in their gardens and 

along the stream. It is the UK’s smallest bird and as its name suggests it sports a 

gold crown to its head. Other than the gold crown, the bird is generally an olive 

green colour. The numbers of resident birds are boosted by winter migrants. 

Despite its small size the female can lay up to 12 eggs weighing one and a half its 

own body weight.  

Let us know of your wildlife sightings. 

 

Trees and Mycorrhizae 

There is an interesting aspect relating to the health of our trees, particularly Oaks. 

This is the presence of fungi called Mycorrhizae that are present in the soil and 

 

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/


34 

March 2020 

 

have a symbiotic relationship with the tree root system. Recent research has 

discovered that these Mycorrhizae are fine hair like filaments that attach 

themselves to the tree roots and create a deep intricate and vast underground 

network. The Mycorrhizae can extend for 10 times or more the length of the tree 

root and they assist the tree in absorption of essential nutrients. So it is worth noting 

that when we admire our trees they are relying on an underground system that 

extends over a wide area, a great distance from the tree. We can only begin to 

imagine what is developing underground as May’s Wood develops! 

 

February’s Conservation Working Party 

Our wonderful group of volunteers 

were blessed with a mild and dry 

morn i ng fo r  the  February 

conservation working party. You 

can see them hard at work in the 

photo. 

Part of our work this winter has been 

to enable more light to reach the 

stream which will improve its health 

and species diversity. The area 

between Jubilee and Shitterton 

bridges is particularly shaded by 

large hazels .  Hazel s  have 

traditionally been coppiced at 

regular intervals, but most of them 

along the stream bank have not 

been for many years. Some of the 

basal trunks could be 100 years old 

or more. We have so far cut back 4 

large old hazels along a 30 metre 

length of the stream – see photo. 

One of them had 45 thick basal branches removed! There is an attractive path 

along this part of the stream and we laid the cut branches to consolidate the 

pathway. 

 

Our Next Conservation Working Parties – Come and Join Us 

Please come and join us on one of our conservation working parties.  

The next working parties will be held on: 

Saturday Saturday 7th March and Saturday 4th April 2020. 
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Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

We have a range of jobs to do alongside the stream, including some more 

riverside coppicing, fencing part of the Souls Moor pond and clearing 

undergrowth to allow wild flowers to flourish. Your help will conserve the best of 

what is already there and make the stream and its environs even more wildlife 

friendly.  

We meet by the stream bridge bear to the Scout Hut, Elder Road at 10am or you 

can find us along the river. We normally finish about 12.00. All are welcome – 

young (under 16s should be accompanied by an adult) or old, active or less so – 

there are tasks for all. If you have some loppers or hand saws please bring them 

with you – if you don’t, no problem we’ll have some spares along with other tools. 

 

Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife Group or to be 

included on our mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com /  01929 471563 or 

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com  

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook.com / 0775 988 4942. 

mailto:tonybates19@gmail.com
mailto:AmyEyeats@hotmail.com
mailto:mike.n.g@outlook.com
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

eConsult – now available via 
our website 
www.bereregissurgery.nhs.uk  

No pre-registration or log in 
required! 

eConsult is an online triage and consultation tool. It gives patients access to self-

help, allows them to complete administrative tasks such as requesting a sick/fit 

note remotely 

Patients choosing self-help can self-refer to local services. 

Patients choosing advice or administration tasks complete a short form about 

their symptoms or condition and send through to the Practice who will respond 

within 48 working hours 

eConsult captures over 100 common clinical conditions, with built-in red flags to 

highlight critical symptoms that may require immediate or urgent intervention. 

 

From Public Health Dorset:  

Looking for a way to blow away the cobwebs?  Get active with ideas and 

inspiration from Dorset’s #JoinMe campaign.  It’s all about embracing the great 

outdoors whatever the weather and doing something fun with friends or family.  

 

Had your cervical screening invite? 

January was Cervical Cancer Prevention Week, so if you’ve had an invite for your 

screening in the post, now is a great time to make your appointment.  If you 

missed your last cervical screening you don’t need to wait for a letter, just give 

your GP surgery a call. It’s one of the best ways to protect yourself from cervical 

cancer, as it checks for abnormal cell changes and human papillomavirus (HPV) 

which can sometimes lead to cancer.  If you’re nervous about going for yours go 

to www.nhs.uk/conditions/cervicalscreening/what-happens-at-your-appointment 

 

Still time to book your flu jab  

It’s the end of February but it’s not too late to get your flu jab. The best way to 

keep protected from flu is to have a flu vaccine. If you're aged over 65, 
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GARDENING CLUB 

Last month we had a departure from 

Gardening with a talk  by Alice May 

detailing her problems when her house fell 

down and the process of recovery that took place whilst living with her family in a 

tent in the Garden. 

Next month on Tuesday 5th March we have the head Gardener from Kingston 

Maurward letting us have his thoughts on tackling pests, weeds and adapting to 

climate change.  I am sure there will be something for everyone here.  Meet in 

Drax Hall 7. 30 p.m Members and visitors  welcome. 

Looking ahead we will be having our annual plant sale.  It is later than advertised 

in our programme on Saturday 16th May at 10.30 am at Honeycomb Cottage 

Shitterton.  I know it clashes with the Village Forum but come along to us 

afterwards.  We must blame the Government for moving the bank holiday back 

a week.  May seems to be very busy now.   

 

£

£

 

http://www.bereregissurgery.nhs.uk
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=ceeb45ba17&e=fce84bd3b3
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=ceeb45ba17&e=fce84bd3b3
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cervicalscreening/what-happens-at-your-appointment
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pregnant, have an underlying health condition or are a frontline health and 

social care worker, you can get vaccinated for free.  Parents with children aged 

2 and 3 are also encouraged to get their children vaccinated. 

 

ST Doctors 

Dr Katie Parker is a ST1 Doctor who joined us at the beginning of February. She is a 

qualified and experienced Doctor training to become a GP and will be with us for 

6 months. Dr Parker will be working alongside Dr Qureshi who we are delighted to 

announce will be staying with us for a further 6 months. 

DRAX HALL  

Bere Regis Village Hall AGM is Monday 6th 
April at 7pm at the Village Hall all welcome  
 

Tribute to Kath Jeeves 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of 

Kath, she was the Chair of the Village Hall for many years 

and had played such a full and active role within the 

village doing good for others for so many years. She will always be remembered 

fondly as an inspiration, a talented pianist and kind, caring and strong woman. 

We were so lucky that fate brought her here into the village all those years ago, 

when she stopped in 

West Street and 

Charlie invited her 

into the Butchers 

Shop to have a cup 

of tea, and the rest 

as they say… is 

history. 

To say goodbye to 

her on Valentine’s 

day seemed to me to 

be very fitting, as she 

was loved so much 

by so many. Rest In 

Peace Kath  

 

 

DRAX 

HALL 

 

https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=531fd29d46&e=fce84bd3b3
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Your Editor had a great afternoon in February  -  a first 

visit to the monthly meeting where the demonstrator  

Elizabeth Whitcomb had chosen the subject of ‘Miss 

Potter and Friends’.  Each of her five demonstrations took the 

theme of one of Beatrix Potter’s books  -  Jeremy Fisher was a 

beautiful arrangement using green 

chrysanthemums, orange gerbera, 

iris and phormium leaves with 

midelino sticks. The ‘Tailor of 

Gloucester’ (which I was lucky 

enough to win in the raffle) had a 

base of a cotton reel with pussy willow, cymbidium 

orchids  (a single stem and hanging wired heads) and 

cherry red roses  -  amazingly Elizabeth had managed 

to get these in Valentine’s week!  Such an enjoyable 

afternoon and highly recommended! 

The next meeting of Bere Regis Floral Group will be on 

Tuesday, March 10th at 2pm in Winterborne Kingston 

Village Hall.  The demonstrator will be Lyn MacKenzie.  

Visitors and new members are always welcome. 

BERE REGIS FLORAL GROUP 

Village Hall Hiring  

The village hall has two options for hire the large upper Hall at £8 per hour and the 

Lower room at £7 per hour please telephone Lyn Simmonds on 01929 471528 to 

discuss your requirements and view the facilities available. 

 

Defibrillators in Bere Regis  - All of these are Public Access 

Drax Arms West Street   -   Visible from street on front wall 

The Village Hall North Street   -   Visible from Street on front wall 

The Sports Club end of North Street   -   On Wall of the larger white building near 

entrance (not the old barn building) 

There is a defibrillator at the Doctors Surgery Manor Farm Road for use by them it 

would only be available when the surgery was open  -  Monday -Friday 8.30- 6.30 

Weds 8.30 -4pm 

There is also a defibrillator at the school that would only be available when the 

school is open. 
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge  

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy  

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup  

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup  

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup  

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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POP IN PLACE NEWS 

Invitation Pop In Place AGM Friday 24th 
April 10.30am   

Free Refreshments. We will be electing our new team 

that will take the project forward to its Silver Jubilee in 

2021. If you want to be involved in something special and help to build a cohesive 

community and be part of making a real and positive difference,  please do 

come along new team members are always welcome.   

Equally if you are interested in the Community Shed come forward and we can 

get you on our radar. 

There will be a short talk from Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and there will 

also be a short slide show of my day at Buckingham Palace and a chance to see 

the Medal for anyone who is interested , everyone welcome.  

 

Can you be a Volunteer  

Pop In Place needs reliable friendly volunteers to serve teas or drive clients and 

welcome visitors. 

Could you become a volunteer and help to serve the teas at our Monday or 

Friday morning cafes or maybe you could become a driver or talk to the clients? 

These tasks are all done on a rota basis so you don’t have to do it every week. 

Call in and see us and get your name on the rota. We will need to Police check 

you if you become a volunteer. 

A big thank you to all who already volunteer with us we appreciate that you are 

giving your time to enhance the life of others and it is greatly appreciated. 

 

Movement to Music at the Pop In Place on Monday Mornings 
(Upper Hall ) 

We are a friendly group meeting Mondays 9.30am for an hour ; it is for anyone 

who wants to take a little more exercise but is not mega fit. The sessions will be led 

by one of our team Julie Lye who has a choreography background and designed 

routines especially for this client group with suitable music and movement.  

We are asking for a £4 fee per person per week.. You are very welcome to visit 

the Pop In Place Community Café after the class for refreshments.  

Come along and give it a try, you will be made very welcome.  
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BEING A SCHOOL GOVERNOR … 
WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN? 
CAN YOU HELP?  

Bere Regis primary school has been on a rapid journey of 

improvement, the school and the governors have been through 

a significant period of change over the last two years and we are in a positive 

position where we would like to further strengthen our team.  Being a governor 

can be extremely rewarding, particularly the knowledge you are helping to form 

the culture and vision of the school, and ultimately making sure that all the 

children are given the best possible experience by holding the senior leadership 

team to account.  You don’t need to have a child in the school to be a governor, 

just a keen interest in improving our local school for all future generations.  

We are a proactive team that get involved and make a point of understanding 

the school environment, the challenges it faces and supporting it when required.  

Our role involves financial management, questioning and challenging the head 

teacher and senior leaders to ensure every aspect of the provision is at its very 

best.  We are fully supported by the Wessex Multi Academy Trust in our quest to 

ensure that Bere Regis has a positive outcome at our next Ofsted inspection.  

Ideally, we would like individuals with experience in finance or book keeping, 

leadership and management, or safeguarding.  However, beggars can’t always 

be choosers so we would like to hear from anyone that feels they have some 

spare time, and would like to take an active interest in school improvement.  

Training is provided and support from experienced governors is a given.  The 

amount of time commitment required varies dependent on the specific role 

assigned, and can be discussed and agreed based on your individual skills and 

availability.  The full board meet once per half term for approximately two hours, 

this would be the minimum requirement of time, but ideally you would be able to 

spend some additional time in school conducting learning walks, book looks and 

a variety of other informative activities.   

Please get in touch if you …  

 Would like a new challenge 

 Want to help your local community  

 Have some spare time to dedicate to improving outcomes for our children  

 Want to be part of a proactive team of dedicated individuals 

 Would like to make a real contribution to our school 

 For an informal chat about the roles and what you can do to help, we 

would love to hear from you so please get in touch!!  

Lucy Roberts (Chair of Governors) robertsla@live.co.uk 07770733832.  

mailto:robertsla@live.co.uk
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term to share what they have learned. Our youngest children have been learning 

about winter and, latterly, food and healthy eating. Lucky parents were even 

invited in to enjoy a meal cooked by reception children, which smelt delicious! 

In our pre-school, children have also been learning about the various types of 

winter weather: snow, ice, rain and hail have all featured. They eagerly await 

warming up and learning all about pancakes when Pancake Day comes around.   

As ever, if you feel able to support us, perhaps by coming in to talk about 

something you have knowledge of, or leading the learning of a craft, please let 

us know. Next term, we will be learning about our bodies, kings and queens and 

the Shang Dynasty. Please get in touch if you think you might be able to support 

us and would like to know more.  

Kay Gibbs, Deputy Head Teacher 

 

And just a note from your Editor ... 

I had the pleasure of participating in an ‘Art Day’ for 

YR 1 & 2 last month and what a delightful 

experience it was.  I’d been asked to prepare a full 

day session on the subject of William Morris so went 

along armed with print equipment, ‘wallpaper’, 

wood blocks and stencils.  What I hadn’t bargained 

for was the fact that these young people had a 

brilliant knowledge of the subject already and were 

quick to advise me that Morris “was inspired by 

nature” and “used symmetry and pattern” to create 

his designs!  They were even able to tell me when he 

was born and died. 

The ability of the children is exceptional, with many offering to read out the slides I 

had prepared  -  they were not at all fazed by such words as architecture, 

industrial revolution and designer.   I’m sure when I was that age I could just 

about manage ‘the cat sat on the mat’! 

Jill Marsden and I have also been running a weekly Art Club at the school and we 

have been very impressed by the imagination and creativity of all the 

participants.  Whilst our commitment for the rest of this school year will be down 

to once a month, we get a huge amount of satisfaction from seeing skills develop 

and confidence grow. 

The school are always on the lookout for members of the village community who 

can volunteer support in this way. It is hugely appreciated and with all the talent 

which abounds; with our quilters, floral arrangers, carpenters, gardeners, twinners 

and so on, do give some thought to the possibility of helping out.  They would 

love to hear from you. 
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Pop In Performers Group 

The group has started back after the Christmas break  and is working on our new 

summer show “ Degrease “this should be a lot of fun and we will be providing 

some new dance opportunities within the rehearsals of this show learning rock and 

roll and jive. 

  

Pop In Place community Café  

There is a warm welcome for all at the Pop In Place Community Café we operate 

the café’s on Monday and Friday mornings 10am until 12 noon. On the Friday we 

have Bere Regis Watercress at 50p a bunch when in season. There is a pound shop 

set up in the foyer.  If you live within the Parish and would you like transport to the 

Pop In Place Telephone Alison 472023 who will arrange it for you.   

 

Community Shed Project Update 

The process of becoming a CIO is progressing well  and we are still making  all the 

right steps forward, and nearer to being able to sign the tenancy I am hopeful that 

the Shed will be a reality in the very near future.  

 

Please Check out Pop In Place Website popinplace.org Thanks to Rod Osmond 

who has updated our website and it is looking great check it out  

 

Events 

 Pop In Place AGM Friday 24th April 10.30 details on the top of this article  

 Easter Bonnett workshop at the Pop In Place  Friday 3rd April 

come on in and make your bonnets, bring a hat if you can and anything you have 

at home we can help with some craft items  

 Good Friday Easter Fun Morning 10th April starts at 10am  

 Our first big community Event is the Easter Morning on Good Friday please 

put that in your diary there will be two Easter bonnet competitions one for 

adults and one for children. The JC Puppet Theatre will be there also the 

Pop In Performers will be singing. Lots of hot cross buns and a Amazing 

Easter Egg Raffle Easter eggs are wanted for this and your kind donations 

will be appreciated. 

 Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 
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NEWS FROM BERE REGIS 
PRIMARY AND PRE-SCHOOL 
Southbrook, Bere Regis, BH20 7DB  01929 471334 

Spring 

You will recall that we held a 

festive sale before Christmas, 

led by our year 3 and 4 

children. The sale was the culmination of a unit of 

work about money, including profits, losses and 

expenses. The children loved the opportunity to 

experience this first hand, and we are very 

grateful to all who came along and supported us. 

A small profit was made and, after much 

discussion and some democratic decision 

making, the class decided to spend half of that 

profit on treats for themselves and half on 

donations to a foodbank. I attach the picture of 

what we were able to donate. I was very proud of the children for making this 

decision, one that was very much self-led., and I must admit to having a tear in my 

eye as I placed what they had bought in the food bank box at the supermarket.  

We are now half way through our spring term 

and as busy as ever. As soon as the frost melts 

each morning, or the storm clears, we take 

opportunities to have the children learning 

outside. Earlier this term, our year 3 and 4 

students studied the work of Andy Goldsworthy 

and created their own sculptures outside, as 

you can see pictured. The study was part of a 

bigger unit of work about our environments. The 

class have learned about different global 

biomes and the impact climate change is 

having. Soon, they will learn more about our 

local heathland and how we can be sure to protect it.  

In our year 5/6 class, the children have been learning about the history of Bere 

Regis. Our curriculum has been ably supported by Alison Bennett and the Pop In 

Place, where students visited experts in all manner of Bere Regis history. As well as 

that, they visited the church, where George Ward provided an excellent insight 

into the building and its functions as a place of worship. We are ever so grateful.  

In years 1 and 2, the children will soon be following in their peers’ footsteps, as they 

also embark on a study of Bere Regis. Children will collaborate towards the end of 

 

Art inspired by Andy Goldsworthy by Izzy 

 


