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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

15th  Salt and Pepper Club 
 

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Dear readers 

As in May, readers will notice another ’bumper’ issue!  

Our new contributors have turned up trumps again 

and bombarded me with articles and photos. I’ve 

even had to hold a couple of submissions over to next 

month! 

It is really pleasing to have such support as I know that 

many of you look forward to getting your monthly 

magazine.  This is particularly true for those who don’t 

wish to participate in social media  - so miss some of the news which is regularly 

posted on the village Facebook groups  - or those who simply don’t have internet 

access so are not able to visit the two village websites. 

May I take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone who is involved 

in bringing this publication to your doors and especially our team of delivery folk. 

Some have had to temporarily relinquish this task  - but their rounds have been 

taken on by other volunteers. 

If you are concerned about the safety of printed material coming through your 

letter box, please rest assured that all precautions are being taken by the team, 

but, if you would prefer not to receive your monthly magazine until the 

‘lockdown’ period is over, then do let me know.  My contact details are inside the 

back cover. 

Stay safe, stay well, stay smiling 

Alison Debenham 
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Our Vision:  
To make Christ’s love 

known in the world today 

and to live out his teaching 

A LETTER FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

THE PARISHES of BERE REGIS and AFFPUDDLE 

with TURNERSPUDDLE 

Our Mission:  
To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 

music and the arts; 
 

To encourage everyone in the 

Christian faith through example, 

learning and spiritual growth; 
 

To make our churches open and 

welcoming to all, and supportive of 

those in need; 
 

To challenge injustice at home and 

abroad and to balance our care for 

the environment. 

Dear Friends 

Whilst the last 8 weeks has no doubt 

been strange and frustrating for all of 

us, there have been some benefits.  As 

I have said before, I have made a lot 

of use of the local footpaths, 

accompanied by Zinnie our dog, 

during exercise time.  In last months 

piece I mentioned that Zinnie was 

extremely cautious around water – well I am happy to say a breakthrough has 

been made!  Walks down to Turnerspuddle and a paddle in the ford, after a little 

encouragement, are now being enjoyed.  And imagine this – we have a small 

paddling pool in the garden for cooling off and Zinnie, with the enticement of a 

ball, has been known to jump delicately into the pool with her back legs aloft, 

rather like a handstand, and then lower her back legs with the minimum of splash 

to retrieve the ball and then jump out again.  Progress indeed! 

Another benefit, because I have had to walk from home, has meant that I have 

really noticed how nature is constantly changing, each day there is something 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 August  

11th Communibus  -  Groves Nursery and West Bay  

12th AL: Home Grown Entertainments, bring a pencil and a poem  

20th Salt and Pepper Club  

25th Communibus  -  Sidmouth  

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 July  

7th Communibus  -  Portland Bill  

7th FG: Irene Hickson: Chelsea Gold  

8th AL: A speaker from Natural England  

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  New Forest Lavender  

June dates h
ave been removed due to curre

nt 

lockdown sit
uation.  A

ll fu
ture diary d

ates a
re 

potentially 
subject to

 change 

 

ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 
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new to marvel at or a new sound to hear.  The lack of traffic has certainly helped 

and, as someone said to me only last week, ‘it’s as if the sky is bluer’.  We were 

only a couple of weeks into lockdown when I first noticed the bluebells 

appearing—which seemed incredibly early, but then we have had a warm and 

sunny spring.  I notice now that they are beginning to fade, what was once a blue 

carpet is now patchier, but other flowers are arriving to take their place—the 

foxgloves and rhododendron's for example are looking splendid on Black Hill.   

In a passage from St Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is telling his followers not to worry, he 

says, ‘I tell you not to worry about your life. Don’t worry about having something to 

eat, drink, or wear. Isn’t life more than food or clothing? … Look how the 

wildflowers grow… (they) are here today and (gone) tomorrow’… (from Matthew 

6:25-34).   

We know that the wildflowers such as the bluebells and other spring plants will be 

back again next year, it is one of the amazing things about nature, they will rest 

now ready to stun us again with their spring beauty.    But they will not be quite the 

same as they were; the roots and stems may grow in a slightly different position, 

there may be more or less petals etc.   

This teaching from Jesus, telling us not to worry has such resonance for our current 

time.  Things will gradually change, lockdown will ease, but what happened 

before—’normal’, if you want to call it that—may never happen. Things will 

change, even if, at this present time, we cannot imagine how.   We can only 

worry about what is going on in this present time. 

In the church calendar we’ve just 

celebrated Rogation – which traditionally 

asks God to bless the crops.  In the past I 

have always held this service outside, in my 

last parish we always held it at the village 

allotments.  This year, of course, we had to 

stay at home, but I was able to use photos 

that I have taken during the lockdown of 

the local landscape where crops are 

growing, and farm animals are flourishing.  

The view seems to change constantly, but 

that is how it should be, it is only us who are 

standing still for a moment in time. 

And so this year, whether it’s from our homes, or individually out on our walks, we 

can still ask for God’s good blessing on our land, our farms and communities, we 

can pray for those suffering because of this pandemic, we can pray for a better 

future for the world as a whole, for justice and peace and we do it remembering 

that God is with us wherever we are. 

Take care and stay safe 

Blessings Rev Sandra 
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Our benefice came into being on 14th March 2019 so unbelievably we recently 

celebrated our first birthday and we’re already a year old; happy birthday to us! 

Birthdays are always a good opportunity to look back, to take stock of where we 

are and to plan a few things to move on to if and when the circumstances permit 

it. I welcome the opportunity to reflect on some of those things with you in this 

article. 

 

Looking back:  

In January 2019, before the deadline for any concerns to be expressed to the 

Church Commissioners expired,  I led a combined PCC Meeting  of the three 

churches to explain where as the incumbent I stand on mission and ministry. In a 

nutshell, I came to Wool three years ago to work with the church here towards a 

vision of becoming ‘Church Without Walls.’ Personally, I have a great love of 

Anglican church life, order, ministry and liturgy but I recognise that this is not for 

everyone;  the Church must have an outward focus too, an approach of ‘go to 

them’ as well as ‘come to us.’ With this in mind, I encourage and support the 

churches of which I am incumbent to consider how they may deepen their 

personal discipleship, share the good news of Jesus Christ with others, develop 

models of pastoral care and fresh expressions of church and worship through 

collaborative leadership both lay and ordained. After I ‘set out my stall’ as it were 

at that meeting, I encouraged everyone present to prayerfully consider whether 

they wished to proceed on that basis and commit to it or if not to please register 

their views with the Church Commissioners accordingly. Happily, no 

representations against the proposal were received and the formation of the new 

benefice , to be based on the stated model, went ahead as planned.  

 

Where we are now and moving forward: 

In our first year together much has happened including the development of the 

Leadership Team with the appointment and licensing of new Associate Priests; Rev 

Jenny Alidina and Rev Sandra Williams. A few things have changed, including our 

worship rota and the time and format of some of the Services we offer.  Very soon 

into our new life together, further change for us was on the agenda and since 

Church website:  www.bereregiswith affpuddle.org.uk 

THE BENEFICE OF WEST 
PURBECK- WHERE ARE 
WE NOW? 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Swap Club 

Jenny Beedle 

Angie Talbot 

471002 

472483 

6 Bladen Valley, 

19 Bladen Valley 

angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  11  am 

Briantspuddle Village Hall 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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then the benefice parishes together with the Parish of the Lulworths have all voted 

in favour of the Lulworths coming into the benefice. The Priest-in-Charge there, Rev 

Robert Marsden, retired on 8th May and conversations have been underway for 

some time about this. The formal public consultation was delayed because of the 

Covid-19 pandemic but it is due to take place soon after current lockdown 

restrictions are eased.  

We are, of course, now in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic and our churches 

are closed for public worship. This has been hard for everyone but back in March 

we began to stream the Sunday Service live across the benefice and the Lulworths 

using Zoom.  We are delighted that God is blessing us richly through this 

opportunity as many people join us for worship each week. As God’s people here 

we have come together more quickly and far more readily than previous ‘normal’ 

circumstances could have 

achieved and for that we are 

very thankful. Very recently it has 

been determined that the priest is 

al lowed into church by 

themselves to say their prayers 

and, if possible and they want to, 

to stream worship from there. In 

our benefice our churches don’t 

have the internet connections 

needed for this so we intend to 

remain as we are for the time 

being; streaming Services from 

our homes. If you don’t know how 

to log in each week, please do 

be in touch with us about this; 

we’d love to see you. 

One of the questions that we are 

frequently being asked at the 

moment is if we’re looking 

forward to the day when we can 

all return to our churches for 

worship. In response, it would be 

honest for us to say that it rather 

depends what the question 

actually means. If it simply means 

are we looking forward to being 

in the church buildings for 

worship,  we are of course 

looking forward to that. If, on the 

other hand, the question actually 

means will we be happy to be 

 

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
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back in church doing things exactly as we did before, the answer is no.  You see, 

along with very many of our colleagues, we recognise that the circumstances of 

the Covid-19 pandemic have changed what it means for us to be Church.  We 

recognise within ourselves some of the statements made to our Bishop and 

questions that are being asked by so many people at this time. In his letter to 

clergy and LLMs Bishop Nicholas recently wrote of the Covid-19 situation:  

 

‘Post Covid-19: People keep saying that, when we go back, we will not be the 

same but it is not yet obvious how we will be. 

 What aspects of our Churches’ future have been brought into the present 

by the current crisis? 

 Will ‘normal’ have changed?    

 What might remain and what might default back afterwards?  

 While normal service is suspended and we are viewing things differently, 

what do you foresee for the Church of 2030? 

 Should we ‘seize the day’ and make any changes now to prepare 

ourselves for this?’ 

(From Bishop Nicholas, Letter to Clergy and LLMs, St Philip and St James 1st May 

2020) 

 

I speak for us all when I say that we do not believe that we can simply go back to 

doing things exactly as they were before lockdown and neither do we want to 

because that is not where we believe that God is now leading His Church. At this 

stage we do not know how things will be, that is to be discovered and worked 

out, although we can see that technology is going to have a far greater place in 

church life than we might have imagined only a couple of months ago. We just 

know that things won’t be the same and as Christ’s disciples we place ourselves 

into his hands as we trust and follow him. 

I hope and pray that the members of our churches will feel called to engage fully 

with the new situation we’re in as we move forward together and I want to assure 

you that we look forward very much to continue working collaboratively together 

in the God-given missional  opportunities that come our way.  In faith we believe 

that God has great things planned for us. 

With every blessing in this new season for our Benefice. 

Carol Langford 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 
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SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 

Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280482 or  

07968 290333 
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BISHOP’S LETTER 

From the Bishop of Sherborne, Karen 

Gorham 

Communities of Hope 

I have appreciated over the last few 

months having a little extra time to read 

and one of the books I have been 

c h a l l e n g e d  b y  h a s  b e e n 

‘Accompaniment, Community and Nature’* by one of our local clergy, the Revd 

Canon Jonathan Herbert.  

It is easy to think of Christian Community as a rather exclusive thing, with its own 

rules and rhythms known only to those who belong there. Far from it, writes 

Jonathan, as he describes some of his own experiences of communities of hope 

and welcome, including in two our diocese- Pilsdon and Hilfield.  

As these particular communities, and others, have shaped Jonathan’s life it is 

encouraging to observe how these communities themselves have also been 

shaped by all those who come into contact with them, bringing about a ministry 

of healing, fellowship and a generosity of service which transforms life far beyond 

itself.  
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For Jonathan it has been the ability to accompany individuals that has been 

informative and transformative, something many of our chaplains also would 

testify to. To live, sit or stand alongside individuals, to listen, advocate, encourage 

and give time is itself a precious gift which should not be underestimated or 

squandered. 

Reading this book at this time has caused me to reflect on how a church without 

walls can be transformative in its own welcome, how we as individual Christians 

can be alongside others in their own life journeys meeting them, as Christ meets 

us, just where they are and how going forward we need to take time to stop, 

listen and engage with those outside our boundaries in new ways. The ministry of 

chaplaincy can do much to inform the work of the Church in its interaction with 

the world as we all contemplate a different future.  

What Jonathan has shown me is that churches with very definite walls have to 

decide how to keep the door firmly open, not only to enable the needy, 

searching and interested to enter, but also, as we are reminded at Pentecost, to 

welcome God the Holy Spirit of possibility, surprise, interruption, creativity and 

discomfort in too. 

CHURCH NEWS 

Christian Aid 

At this time of the year, I am usually 

organising a collection in church for Christian 

Aid. That is not possible this year, but as you 

will all know, charities are suffering shortfalls 

in funds owing to the pandemic. I 

understand that £66 million was lost to 

charities due to the cancellation of the 

London Marathon. 

Therefore, I am hoping that some of you would like to support Christian Aid this 

year by putting your donations in an envelope marked "Christian Aid, for Brenda" 

and dropping it in to the vicarage. You can of course put it through my letter box 

if that is more convenient. Thank you. 

The closing date is 30th June. 

Brenda Pitfield (471391) 
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 A quick note from me to say Thank You to everyone who got involved on VE Day 

(Even after the last minute change of plans) It was great to see everyone’s 

efforts. Please send any photos from the 

day to parishhelpline@gmail.com as I am 

creating a video memoir of the day that 

can then be shared amongst everybody. 

And don’t forget to check out the 

Facebook page ‘Briantspuddle CV-19’ for 

more updates.   

Thank You, Amelia 

VE DAY 2020 – TOGETHER BUT APART 

 

mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
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Well, with lockdown having firmly shut down all 

forms of group socializing what can there possibly 

be to say from the village hall perspective. 

In fact the village hall has been in daily use 

providing a sheltered space when its cold to 

queue for the village shop and post office, 2 metres apart obviously. The hall has 

been able to provide a haven for those of us staying in the village and buying our 

everyday essentials. Its also been able to very carefully provide a place where 

people, whilst queuing can just pass a few moments each day with friends and 

neighbour’s without breaking the rules and yet helping to retain what sanity we 

still have. As lockdown is eased and more people can travel outside the village 

the real risk of the virus finding its way into the village is ever more real and so the 

hall again will play its part in helping everyone keep safe distances whilst carrying 

on our everyday lives as best we can. 

In the lead up to VE day we were all encouraged to make  our own bunting, 

much of this was sent into Amelia who then put them all together as a display. The 

bunting is hanging in the hall and will remain there for the time being and whilst I 

don’t want to encourage unnecessary trips to the hall I would say that if you’re in 

need of something from the post office or shop do take time to enjoy the 

handiwork of many people of all ages, a real display of community working 

together. 

The hall also continues to have jams and chutneys along with local honey 

available for sale and from time to time we have cakes and plants available as 

well. Book let is up and running with the books out every day, those returned are 

quarantined for a suitable length of time before making their way back on the 

shelves. 

By the time you read this we’ll also have had the jubilee room, kitchen and 

lobbies redecorated so they’ll be fresh and vibrant ready for when we can all 

make full use of them again. The hall is still busy and providing for us all, but like 

me I’m sure you can’t wait until we can all come together and enjoy being in one 

another’s company socially again. Rest assured one day normal, whatever that 

becomes, service will be resumed. 

Take care, stay alert and keep safe. 

Stuart Chorley, Chairman Briantspuddle Village Hall, Schorley30@gmail.com 

07818078191 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
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OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 
BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  visiting  

preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays 6.00pm  Youth Club for young people aged 11-17 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

 

All these meetings are currently suspended due to Covid 19, but hopefully 

restrictions might be eased before the end of June.  Each Sunday morning 

at 10.30 there is a sermon available on YouTube, and all the sermons  are 

on our website www.bereregischapel.org 

 

Are you fed up with hearing about Corona Virus?  It dominates all the news and 

current affairs programmes on TV, but even more our everyday lives are constantly 

affected by the restrictions currently in place.  I had intended to keep clear of the 

topic for this article, but I had to change my original thoughts and so here I am 

talking about it again.  After all these weeks in lockdown people are finding it hard 

to keep cheerful.  Loneliness has set in for many, and the longing to see family 

members and hug them is overwhelming.  What can we do to ease these feelings 

and stay positive? 

 I read these thoughts recently, written by George Carey, a former Archbishop of 

Canterbury. 

“Why Praise works?  Praise lifts our eyes from the battlefields of life to Christ, the 

reigning Lord, reminding us that there is victory in Him and we can therefore pray 

with confidence “knowing that in all things God works for the good of those that 

love Him.” (Romans 8:28) In Acts 16:25 we read that at midnight Paul and Silas, in 

prison, were praying and singing songs of praise to God, because they knew He 

was in charge of life .... 

Over the years I have grown in my understanding of praise in prayer, and have 

come to realise its importance.  Turn to praise when your heart is sad and your 

steps are faltering.  Praise God when things are gloomy and the odds against you, 

because praise removes your gaze from the immediate problems to the horizons 

of God’s victory and faithfulness. “ 

These words are so true, and praise really does lift our spirits and encourage us to 

mailto:Schorley30@gmail.com
http://www.bereregischapel.org
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keep moving forward.   There are also many pictures  in the Bible that remind us of 

God’s love and care for us in every situation.  We are used to the saying that a 

child is ‘the apple of his or her father’s eye’.  That saying originates in the Bible, 

where several times God says that His people are ‘the apple of His eye’ and that 

He is always watching over them and caring for them.  The word ‘apple’ in 

Hebrew really means the ‘pupil’ of the eye, and what surrounds and guards the 

pupil is the eyelid.  God is like an eyelid which instinctively protects the tender eye 

from danger, and by blinking helps to remove dirt or dust.  It keeps sweat out of 

the eye, it lubricates the eyeball, keeping it healthy, it closes, allowing rest.  This is 

an unusual picture of God’s care for us, but one that can really encourage us in 

these present days.  God’s love is always so close, so we need never feel lonely, 

and His care and concern is constant.  When we close our eyes at night and 

open them in the morning we can think of God and praise Him for His tender 

protection and care for us. 

If you are not sure how to praise God use the familiar hymn “Praise my soul, the 

King of heaven” as a help and a guide, the words will be a real source of 

encouragement to you.  If you are of the older generation you will probably 

remember the words from school days, if you are younger, the words can be 

found on the internet!   

“May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and give you peace.”  

Numbers 6:24-26 

 

Just a smile 

An elderly couple died and 

were received by St. Peter 

into heaven.  No words 

could describe their 

happiness.  A little 

reproachfully the husband 

said to his wife: “If you 

hadn’t come up with all 

those health foods we could 

have been here years ago”. 

 

A child on his way home from school decided to call in the church and have a 

look round.  When he arrived home he told his grandmother he had been in 

God’s house. “Oh”, said Grandma, “and did you see God?”  “No”, replied the 

little boy, “but I saw His wife scrubbing the floor.” 

 

The Rector announced, “After the blessing the bishop will leave and we shall sing, 

‘Now thank we all our God’.” 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE SHOP 

Your village shop – not just for covid 19! 

As I write this the government are starting to ease the 

restrictions on our lives – I wonder whether by the time 

you read this that will have continued, I for one 

certainly hope so. Whilst we are very fortunate to live 

in this beautiful area and I have probably seen my 

family more via zoom this last 8 weeks than I would 

normally see them in a year as they live away, I for 

one have found not being able to give someone a 

hug or to sit and have a cup of tea or glass of wine 

with a group of friends the most difficult. 

I am immensely proud of the way in which the shop and post office have been 

able to meet the needs of our community. With the help of amazing volunteers, 

we have been delivering papers and groceries. We have been able to widen the 

range of produce and stock much more fresh fruit and veg. And the volunteers 

who have been ensuring we all adhere to social distancing whilst waiting to go 

into the shop and those delivering have provided a much needed break for 

many in the isolation and boredom. 

As we start to see life go back to normal, I 

really hope the shop continues to be a 

central part of village life. If you have used it 

as a customer or volunteered for the first 

time, I really hope you want to continue. We 

can obviously only stock a wider fresher 

range of groceries if they are purchased so 

please keep coming in and buying not only 

the pint of milk you ran out of but your fresh 

veg for the weekend and the essentials in 

your weekly shop.  

When this goes to print we will have installed 

contactless card payments in the shop making it easier to shop at weekends 

when the post office is closed.  

During the “lockdown” I was able to serve the shop in a practical way by 

ensuring social distancing was followed. I have felt completely privileged to get 

to know people a bit better, meet lots of new people and enjoy being part of an 

amazing community. 

Please help us to continue to provide this invaluable resource in our parish by 

using the village shop whenever and however you are able. 
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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GEOFFREY WILTON BOOTH 

GWB, the youngest son of Dr. and Mrs. Leonard Booth, was born on 11th 

February, 1934, at St. Helen's Hospital, Hastings, Sussex. St. Helen's was not only 

his birthplace, but his home, as the family lived in a house in the hospital 

grounds, because Dr. Booth was the Medical Superintendent. 

Geoffrey grew up having the run of the hospital, from the wards and the 

workshops, to the workhouse on the opposite side of the road, where he 

made friends with the residents with mental handicaps, and the casual 

labourers who tramped the country and who received a night's lodging for a 

day's labour. 

He spent hours in the hospital  carpentry, where he was taught to handle tools 

correctly, he helped the porter move bodies, and on the maternity ward he 

helped to test urine samples! 

Geoffrey's parents worried that Hastings was in danger from invasion during 

the early days of the Second World War, so it was decided that the boys 

should be sent to boarding school. Ant and Pat went in 1941, and Geoffrey 

followed a year later, aged 8. They were sent to All Hallows' School   at 

Rousdon,near Lyme Regis, and there Geoffrey spent the next ten years. 

One of his clear memories of the war was pulling back the dormitory curtains 

one morning, and seeing that the sea below the school was filled with ships as 

far as the eye could see: D-Day! 

Geoffrey enjoyed photography, and was able to use the developing skills he 

had learned in the hospital darkroom, but his favourite hobby was rifle 

shooting, and he eventually became team captain and represented the 

school at Bisley, when they won the Ashburton Shield. 

All young men at that time were obliged to  do two years of National Service, 

so after A levels, Geoffrey chose to go into the Army. 

While doing his basic training he was invited to 

consider a permanent career as an Army officer, and 

after tests he was sent to Sandhurst for two years, 

joining the Royal Artillery in February 1955. 

He spent the next few months at Larkhill, near 

Salisbury, and it was then that he met Joan, who was 

in her last term at Salisbury Diocesan Training College, 

learning to become a teacher. 
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Parish VE Day Scrapbook Project 

Over the last week or so doing this amazing project  of constructing a VE Day 75 

Scrapbook my one concern was that in creating it, I would do all the stories 

justice. During the course of obtaining the information I have spoken to/emailed 

over 45 people. I have received stories, pictures  and information from 35 people. 

What a wonderful community response! 

The scrapbook is not quite complete yet but a lot of the stories and pictures are 

on the parish website as are a couple of pictures of the actual book. More will be 

added over the coming days, so please check the website. 

Once it is possible, the book will hopefully be kept in the Village Hall so that all 

can access it. A small part of the social history of the people who live in our parish 

now even if they started off in many different places.  

A great big thank you to all from Elizabeth Whatley of the Parish Council COVID-

19 Response Group 

 

Read the parish Magazine on the community website 

The parish website also now includes a printer’s copy of the Parish Magazine 

available on the Whats On page. Although a bit difficult to read because it is in 

A4 designed to be folded into A5 it is all there and of course the information now 

comes ahead of the print and distribution timescales.(www.briantspuddle.info) 

 

Please ask for help if you need it. 

If you live within the parish and need any help coping with the restrictions caused 

by Covid19 please don't hesitate to contact the parish helpline, we are aware 

that some people are reluctant to ask for help, but please know that our lovely 

volunteers are there to help you during these difficult times. 

Contact details for the COVID-19 Response Group will remain unchanged 

throughout this crisis.   

Email: parishhelpline@gmail.com    Phone:07745 796 118 

David Griffith, Response Group Coordinator 

 

http://www.briantspuddle.info/
mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
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Shortly before Geoffrey was posted to Germany to join his first 

regimen, in September 1955, he asked Joan to marry him, and this 

they did at Christmas the following year. 

Their children have told them that it was very irresponsible to marry after 

knowing one another for such a short time, most of which was spent apart! 

However, Geoffrey and Joan were quite sure that they were right for one 

another, a fact proved by over sixty-three years of happy marriage. Living 

accommodation was in very short supply in Germany, so Joan could not join 

Geoffrey until the following autumn. She resigned her teaching job at the end 

of the summer term, just before finding out that Geoffrey's regiment was 

moving to a place where accommodation was even more scarce. 

Nevertheless, they decided that two years was long enough to have been 

apart, and bought a caravan built for living in at the 1957 Caravan Exhibition 

in London, and, as they owned only a motorbike and sidecar, had it sent out 

to Germany by rail. 

They were on leave in England when the caravan arrived at the local station 

in Germany, so when their friend received a message asking him to collect a 

parcel for Mr. Booth, he was startled to see the size of the "parcel", and 

returned with an Army truck to tow it to the farm where it was to be sited for 

the next couple of years, three miles from the barracks. 

Geoffrey and Joan lived happily in a field, shared with chickens, twelve ducks 

and a hand-reared lamb called Pieter, which was culled and replaced every 

year. When they were invited to join the annual feast involved, they found it 

hard to find excuses for not attending, but couldn't face eating their friend 

Pieter. 

The regiment's colonel got used to Geoffrey's living arrangements, after 

sending his wife to inspect the caravan, though he was not impressed when, 

during heavy snow that prevented Geoffrey coming to work on his motorbike, 

he arrived in the barracks on the local dung cart. 

For the last six months of their time in the caravan, 

they were joined by Sara, who was born in the local 

Canadian Army hospital, when Geoffrey was on 

exercise in Belgium. After just over two years in the 

caravan, word came that Geoffrey was to be posted 

back to England, and the regiment was to be 

disbanded. He had bought a large, ancient Opel car 

when Sara was born, and decided to tow the 

caravan to the Midlands, where he was to be 

stationed. 
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After more than two years in the field, the caravan was bedded 

down in the mud, and the Opel couldn't shift it. The farmer brought 

his pre-war tractor, and attached it to the front of the car, but still nothing 

moved. Then the farmer played his trump card, and brought his cart horse, 

which was attached to the front of the tractor. This worked well, and the 

strange procession lumbered across the field into the lane, where  the horse 

and tractor were able to leave the Opel and caravan to start their journey to 

Calais. 

For the next two years Geoffrey was attached to the Junior Leaders' 

Regiment, Royal Artillery, near Nuneaton, and the family had a quarter, 

where Christopher was born at a time when Geoffrey was on exercise in 

Wales. 

There followed more than three years back at Larkhill. During the very bad 

winter of 1962/3. with twelve foot snowdrifts between Larkhill and Tidworth 

Hospital, Elizabeth made her arrival. Joan had been taken into hospital in 

advance, and there was no way Geoffrey could get to the birth! 

The next posting was back to Germany, after a six month wait for quarters, 

which Joan and the children spent with her parents in Parkstone. The day 

after they eventually moved to Germany, Geoffrey was sent to the Arctic, on 

exercise with the Norwegian army for a month! 

Three years' later, Geoffrey was posted to Bovington, and it was then that he 

and Joan decided to buy a house. They had always planned to retire to 

Dorset, and Tower House, Bere Regis, was the perfect family home. Lucy 

joined them nearly a year later, and when Geoffrey was posted to the Ministry 

of Defence in London for his last two years of military service, he commuted 

weekly, while the rest of the family stayed in Bere Regis. 

In 1974 Geoffrey attended West Dean College for a year's course in antique 

clock restoration , again commuting weekly.  He set up his own business, 

making clock wheels and pinions for other antique clock restorers, posting 

them to customers from Buckingham Palace to Timbuktu. Occasionally 

customers arrived  on the  doorstep from Australia or 

South Africa, 

Christopher joined him for eleven years till he moved 

to Devon, and together they worked on tower clocks, 

including converting the Bere Regis clock to electric 

winding. When that struck 137 times about 2'00am 

one night, Geoffrey ran down to the church, to 

restore the peace. 
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who has an issue to raise or would like to submit a comment about an agenda 

item can contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@briantspuddle.info or by calling 01305 

849596 if they prefer. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday the 

10th June. Please check the Parish Council section of the Community 

Website  nearer the time for the agenda and information about how to join the 

meeting. 

Sue Jones, Chairman 

Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 

PARISH RESPONSE TEAM 

Turnerspuddle with Affpuddle  COVID-19 Response Group. 

The group has continued to support parish residents who are shielding or self-

isolating due to Covid19. We help with shopping and prescription deliveries but 

also by making telephone calls to residents to help to reduce feelings of loneliness 

and isolation. 

As part of our response the group held our ‘together but apart’ VE day cream tea 

event and we are collecting residents' memories and memorabilia relating to VE 

day to create a scrapbook that will be on display once the restrictions are lifted. 

Many of the memories are already on the Community website. 

(www.briantspuddle.info) 

mailto:clerk@briantspuddle.info
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

The Parish Council meeting on 

13th May was held remotely  in 

order  to comply wi th 

Government social distancing 

guidance. Until restrictions 

around movement and public 

gatherings are lifted, the Parish 

Council will be holding all 

meetings remotely and only 

handing urgent business.  

Councillors discussed issues 

relating to highways and Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf agreed to find out when it 

might be possible to hold a Ward Walk to discuss the Councils concerns with an 

officer. Some work has recently been undertaken to clear the blocked drains at 

Shop Hill.  The installation of a new pipe is necessary and a budget is being sought 

from Dorset Council to complete the work by Highways.   It is hoped that regular 

maintenance going forwards will prevent a reoccurrence of the situation and the 

Parish Council will continue to monitor this.  

The Briantspuddle Covid-19 community support group continues to be very active 

and the Parish Council is very grateful for the continued efforts of coordinators 

and volunteers.  A separate article will appear in the magazine to update 

Parishioners about the work and efforts of the Group.  

A tree has been felled in Affpuddle on private land without the proper consent 

necessary from Dorset Council. It is understood that the landowner may have 

been wrongly advised by the team responsible and Dorset Council. The Parish 

Council would like to remind all landowners that they need permission to carry out 

work on trees located in the Conservation Area. 

Members of the public will be able to join the Parish Council meetings which will 

continue to be held via Zoom or Teams.  There will be time set aside for public 

participation at the beginning of the meeting.  This will last for a maximum of 30 

minutes, with each parishioner having a maximum of 3 minutes to speak.  Anyone 
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Geoffrey's hobbies were photography, rifle shooting, and making 

steam engines. 

He was the church treasurer for many years, then the Deanery treasurer when 

the parish was part of the Milton and Blandford Deanery. He dealt with Gift 

Aid, the envelope scheme, the weekly pew sheet, and leaflets for special 

services. 

He was in the choir for more than fifty years and, with the help of his choir 

friends, managed to keep reading the Gospel  until Alzheimer's finally made it 

too confusing. 

When covid 19 meant he could no longer join activities at his care home, he 

was photographed on  the occasion of  a special party for the birthdays of 

the Queen, Joan and another resident, dancing  alone with his Zimmer frame. 

Ten days later he died. We shall all miss him so much. Thank you to all who 

helped him , and we hope to see you all at a memorial service to him after 

lockdown has ended. 

 

ERNEST CHARLES BRADSHAW 1923-2020  

Resident of Bere Regis from November 2009 - April 2020 

My Uncle Ernie was a lucky man.  He had a wonderful life as a carefree 

bachelor, always singing and smiling and very popular with his friends and the 

ladies.  He lived healthily until the age of 96, and died at home in Egdon 

Close, at a time when his long held wish could be granted that he should go 

to the crematorium with no fuss, no service, no flowers and no weeping, 

wailing mourners!  

Ernie was born, the youngest of 6 children, into great poverty in a 

condemned property in the city of Birmingham in 1923.  Because of an 

industrial accident his father was unable to work and the family had to go 

into the workhouse.  

 Their friends in the Methodist church rallied round, 

found them some suitable accommodation and 

supported the whole family until they could get back 

on their feet.  Despite an unpromising start, Ernie was 

a clever boy who did well at school and could have 

gone to King Edwards Grammar School. One of his 

masters said that “Bradshaw has far too high an 

opinion of his own accomplishments!” but there was 

no money for a uniform.   

OBITUARIES 
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He left school aged 14 and had a succession of jobs until the war 

broke out and he became a highly skilled “Fitter & Turner” at a 

factory repairing machinery for the Aircraft industry.  The men worked five 

and a half days, did Fire Watching at night, and Home Guard duties at 

weekends.  His unit manned the Anti-Aircraft Rocket Launchers, called the “Z 

Batteries”.  They fired 64 high explosive rockets at one time, so it was no 

wonder that his hearing was very poor in later life. 

After the war he went to “Lend a hand on the Land”, a scheme to get 

people out of the cities to help Farmers for a couple of weeks with the 

harvests.  He enjoyed this so much that he gave up his well paid job in the 

factory and travelled round the countryside from job to job, repairing tractors 

and farm machinery, and doing anything that he fancied.  Eventually in 1955 

he was working on the Cooling Towers at Tilbury on the Thames when he saw 

the Cruise Liners going up and down the River Thames, and fancied seeing 

the world.  

He went to the shipping agents in London to try to get a job on board, but 

they told him that he could only have a job if he joined the Merchant Navy.  

He asked them if he could join the Merchant Navy, but they told him he had 

to have a job first!!   He went back to them, asking the same question for 

several weeks until they gave in and found him the lowest job they could, 

which was washing up! After a few weeks of that he showed the managers 

how they could save money by reducing the amount of broken crockery that 

ensued when the ship rolled.  This led to one promotion after another until he 

became a First Class Steward!  He travelled the world and had great stories to 

tell of his adventures in foreign lands. 

After 3 years of this he decided to settle down back in Birmingham with his 

Mother, Sister and 2 brothers, but before he did so, he spent 6 months walking 

round Dorset, Devon and Cornwall, with just a pack on his back and a good 

pair of boots.  He then became a postman and kept on walking!!  He retired 

at 65, and spent his time working on his garden and allotments, and helping 

people he had met as their postman. 

When his last surviving brother, Jim, developed 

dementia he had to sell their house and they both 

moved into a care home.  I was living in Droitwich 

Spa in Worcestershire at the time and I told him that if 

he was left on his own he could come and live with 

me.  He said, “Why would I want to move to a dump 

like Droitwich?  The only place I would move to is 

Dorset.”  This was not remotely likely for me at the 
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DIGITAL HOTLINE 

If there is anyone out there who has been 

abruptly forced into using new technology to 

keep in touch and you are feeling out of your 

depth, help is at hand. 

The number to call is 01305 – 221000 and ask for 

the digital hotline. It's open 9 – 5, Monday to 

Friday. 

This link explains more about it [https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/

digital-champions-ready-to-help/](https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/

digital-champions-ready-to-help/) 

 

and this was a great chance to cash in on that fact and make some money in 

whatever way you could. Some of the people living on the hill sold refreshments 

and also made a small charge as Cyril Cheeseman recalls to park bikes in the 

safety of their premises.    

Fred McDonald told Susan that there were many oddities at the Fair such as a 

two headed sheep and a bearded lady. Both Lenard Skinner and Ed House recall 

that one of the Fairs in the 1940’s was cancelled due to the rain fall and was 

subsequent flooded out. 

Len Presslee on the left and Sam 

Cleall on the right Dick Knight is also in 

the image he took over as Shepherd 

from Mont Cheeseman. John Warren 

sent a photo of some ornaments that 

were said to have been won at the 

Fair in the presence of Thomas Hardy 

on the shooting 

Gallery; also Di 

Phillips gave a 

photo of a very 

impressive vase 

t h a t  w a s 

purchased from Woodbury Hill Fair. 

 From the records it would seem that the last fair was in 1951 

and there have not been any other fairs held since on this 

location.   

Alison Bennett     

 

 

https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/%5d(https:/news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/)
https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/%5d(https:/news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/)
https://news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/%5d(https:/news.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/2020/03/27/digital-champions-ready-to-help/)
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WOODBURY HILL FAIR 

The Fair at Woodbury Hill was 

legendary it was over five 

days and was always held on 

the week that the 21st of 

September fell. The whole 

period in the early days was 

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s 

Woodburytyde , the fair was 

the largest of its kind in the 

whole of the south of 

England. It originated as far 

back as prior to 1200 and in 

Its Heyday was so popular 

that thousands of people would visit every day. 

There were certain days set aside for a particular purpose. 

1 Wholesale Day – For wholesale traders 

2 Gentlefolk’s Day – Devoted largely to entertainment and the eating of Oysters, 

to this day there can still be found under the turf of the Hill the shells from the 

Oysters. 

3 All folks Day – A day of general dealing and entertainment  

4 Sheep Fair Day - Specifically for dealing sheep, Cattle, Horses, and any other 

livestock  

5 Pack-A-Penny Day – when all the unsold goods remaining were offered at a 

reduced price. 

Traders came from as far afield as 

Birmingham, Norwich, Bristol, Exeter 

and London as well as all over 

Dorset and the neighbouring 

counties.  In the days leading up to 

the fair the roads and lanes all 

around Bere Regis were thronged 

with people goods horses and 

wagons and livestock being driven 

to the fair.   

 Dorchester was said to be 

deserted but it had the reverse 

effect on Bere Regis it was buzzing 
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time, but then life moved on, I moved 

to Bere Regis, and when Jim died I 

went to fetch him to come and join me.  The 

staff in the home lined up to wish him well as he 

left.  He had been the life and soul of the place, 

keeping the residents entertained with his 

songs, poems, dances and general happy 

attitude to life.  The staff were in tears, because, 

as they told me, no one had ever left there on 

their own two feet before!!    

Ernie loved it in Bere Regis.  He liked the people 

and the surroundings.  He could walk to 

Tolpuddle, Milborne St Andrew, or Wool and 

back some days, go on the bus to Poole or 

Dorchester on other days.  He came to Autumn 

Leaves which he enjoyed until he could no longer 

hear the speakers or converse with other people.  The 

members still ask after him.  To his own and other 

people’s amazement, in 2011 he won the “Performer 

of the Year” competition, with his homespun rhymes 

and songs.  He was a wonderful character and leaves 

behind lots of happy memories of the best Uncle 

anyone could have. 

Sylvia Bayliss (Nee Bradshaw) 

OBITUARIES 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER  -  VIRTUALLY 

Last month I mentioned that Parliament was about 

to become a partially virtual Parliament, with much 

of the proceedings online. That process has now 

started, and we have a hybrid system. In order for 

these changes to be implemented, the House of 

Commons returned after Easter and formally 

approved using remote technology for some 

Parliamentary business, including Urgent Questions, 

and questioning of ministers, including Prime 

Ministers’ Questions.  

Up to 50 MPs can be physically present in the 

Chamber of the House – maintaining social distancing – or be remote, via Zoom. 

The Mace has to be on the table for Parliament to be allowed to sit, so it is still 

used, and the Speaker or Deputy Speaker sits in his (or her) chair as usual.  Due to 

hard work behind the scenes, you can still watch what is happening online, or on 

the Parliament channel. I have been physically present in the House for some of 

the sittings, but like most MPs I have also been working from home. I was also 

part of the 

vital testing for 

getting virtual 

B i l l 

Co mmi t tees 

u p  a n d 

running – this is 

where MPs 

can scrutinise 

legislation line 

by line before 

they  a re 

made into 

law.  

We are now 

also able to vote remotely, following careful and rigorous testing. It is important 

that only elected MPs vote on the laws which govern this country, and the 

National Cyber Security Centre have been consulted to make sure this is the 

case. We are expecting our first official vote this evening – so far testing has 

been limited to questions like “This House believes that spring is better than 

autumn”.  

Of course, like the rest of the country, the virtual sittings of Parliament are not 

without their technical glitches. Connection issues and slow broadband are 
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This was all going swimmingly as they say but what would we do for the long 

winter months? Step forward Sergeant Martin Ord from the Junior Leader 

Regiment at Bovington Camp. I had known Martin for a few years as I had 

brought my Bridport Water Polo team to Bovington to help him with the training 

of his Junior Leader Team which went on to win the national Junior Leader 

Championships. As a favour Martin offered me the use of the Junior Leader Pool 

for a number of years. Trouble was that no one in authority knew we were there 

every Saturday afternoon until one day the RSM turned up unannounced. From 

then on we had to pay for the pool hire but at least we were officially on the 

books! You just wouldn’t think of doing that today! 

I am delighted to say that the club to this day still maintains its core value which is 

to teach children to swim. We are one of only a very few clubs left in the whole 

country with a ‘learn to swim’ ethos and I hope this will never change. It is 

wonderful seeing a child takes its first unaided strokes. It is still the only sport which 

has the potential to save lives. Socially it is a great asset and a wonderful skill to 

learn.  

Over the years we have 

taught not only swimming 

but mini water polo, diving, 

synchronised swimming 

and a little life-saving. We 

have taken part in many 

friendly galas with other 

Dorset clubs. We are never 

going to beat the more 

competitive clubs but our 

children have great fun in 

t r y i n g .  A l s o ,  g r e a t 

friendships have been 

forged through the swimming club, some that have lasted a lifetime. 

Of course over 44 years we have had the support of our brilliant swimming 

teachers and committee members. These have come mostly from our parents 

who have shown great commitment to the club. In recent years we have 

developed our club helpers who have come from the ranks of our senior 

swimmers. This has been hugely successful, not only helpful to our teachers on 

poolside, but also developing our young people for the future. We like to feel 

that we have something special in our club. With our current chairman Alan 

White and his committee (I am still a member), we will I am sure continue to 

provide excellent swimming teaching in a happy and safe environment. 

When this current crisis is over we will be back at the Purbeck Pool in Wareham 

on Saturday evenings. We can’t wait!    

Bob Holman 

 



78 

June 2020 

 

It all came from my friendship with two of 

the teachers at Bere Regis Primary School. 

Bryan Clark had already taken and 

passed his ASA swimming teachers 

certificate. Jane Phillips was planning to 

take hers and would I be interested in 

joining the course? This I did and the rest 

as they say was history. 

It was in that glorious summer of 1976 and 

having passed my swimming teacher’s 

course, I looked around and thought it should not stop there. I had always been 

passionate about swimming and had been playing water polo for Bridport for a 

number of years.  

The school had a small teaching pool which had been built in the 1960s and was 

regularly used during the summer months to teach the children to swim. My first 

thought was, would there be enough interest in the village to start a swimming 

club? I started talking to friends and got a positive response. 

We then called a meeting to discuss starting the club. Of course there were no 

Facebook or emails then but a few posters around the village plus the jungle 

drums did the trick and we had a good number turn up for the meeting. A 

committee was formed and I became its first chairman remaining in post for 43 

years! You would have thought that I would have been kicked out years ago 

before I ever got towards my sell by date! 

We decided to meet at the school for our first swim on Tuesday 14th. June. It had 

been a hot glorious summer day as it had been all through May and June that 

year but we did wonder who would turn up. As it turned out, we needn’t have 

worried about attendance as 120 people came on that first night. It was a brilliant 

start but a logistical nightmare as Jane, Bryan and I taught the different groups in 

waves throughout the evening. 

We were blessed with fine weather 

throughout that glorious summer 

with both children and adults 

flocking to our classes. We even 

held a swimming gala in the first 

summer season. It was all very 

informal with a Fancy Dress 

competition thrown in for good 

measure. 

BERE REGIS SWIMMING CLUB  -  THE ORCAS 
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

problems across the country, and MPs are not exempt. It is not an ideal situation 

when a Minister cannot hear a question, or a back-bench MP does not get the 

chance to participate due to technical problems. We have been assured that if 

there are issues when voting that measures have been put in place to ensure that 

every MP who wants to vote can do so.  

As always, my job as an MP is in two parts – that of a legislator in Parliament, and 

my role more locally.  I have continued to support local businesses, charities and 

individuals. I have spoken to hundreds of people, giving support and finding 

answers to their questions wherever possible.  I have been sending out updates 

with links to useful reources and organisations – to find out more please see my 

website. 

My constituency office is still closed, but my staff and I are providing support and 

assistance to many different people. Due to the situation, it may take a little 

longer than normal to respond to queries, but please do keep in touch if you 

need help or support. You can contact me via email 

michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or call my office on 01202 624216. I send 

out a regular email update – you can sign up on my website 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk where you can also find links to the latest 

coronavirus advice.  

 

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Coronavirus 

We remain very much in the front line of 

this programme implementing a variety 

of government initiatives and schemes 

and the situation is very fluid, changing 

daily. So, as I said last month, I am loathe 

to write a report that may well be out of 

date by the time it appears in print! I 

continue writing progress reports every 

few days to Parish Council clerks and 

others, leaving them to forward as 

appropriate.  The community shield work is continuing to help and support the 

most vulnerable people of all ages across the county.  

 

Think twice about visiting Dorset right now 

As you may know we have been putting out the message to ask people to think 

twice about visiting Dorset following the easing of restrictions by the Government. 

There has been a lot of coverage on this, and we have been featured on local TV 

news bulletins, as well as the front page of several national newspapers. We are 

holding our line and asking people to think twice about making a journey to visit 

Dorset and asking those who do live and work here to stay alert and continue to 

follow government guidelines on exercise and social distancing.  

Our car parks and public toilets at visitor destinations across the Dorset Council 

are closed and will remain so for now but this will be reviewed regularly, and we 

will come under increasing pressure to open them again, possibly by the time you 

read this! We are continuing to monitor the traffic on the roads and the situation 

on the ground at beaches and other visitor centres. We will review arrangements, 

if needed, taking into account public health & safety – with the input of Town and 

Parish Councils.  

 

Returning to work (Dorset Council) and COVID Office 
Arrangements 

We are now starting to plan how we manage our office buildings as the 

lockdown restrictions begin to be relaxed. We will have to comply with social 

distancing requirements and so the numbers of desks available will be much 

reduced from what we would normally have for use. We will have to allocate 

specific desks to named individuals in the first instance, rather than the hotdesking 
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What do quilters do in a lockdown?  Well they don’t 

quit quilting! 

Like many other groups in the village we have now 

closed down temporarily. To date we have now 

missed two meetings and a workshop. Fortunately 

we all received instructions for our next project by 

email.  

The project was to produce the Bargello squares. 

(Bargello is normally associated with Florentine 

embroidery, but has been adapted to patchwork. 

Sewing strips of fabric together and cutting and 

reforming them to produce waves of colour) Lesson 

over!! 

Instead of our normal show and tell session in the 

group meeting we have been able to do this by 

email as well. However it is definitely not the same 

as meeting your fellow members and sharing ideas 

and news, as you will all know. 

Many of our members have been busy making 

items for the NHS and similar organisations. These 

have included masks, aprons, scrubs and laundry 

bags.  Also a few of the members who live in the 

village are working on producing a colourful piece 

for the Children’s Corner in the Church. 

In the past we have enjoyed joining the flower 

arrangers in presenting events in the Church to raise 

funds for both the Church and local charities. It will 

be so nice when we can all do that again. 

We all look forward to life returning to a new form of 

normal when we can return to our groups and 

organisations. 

To see some of these wonderful works, in glorious 

technicolour, log on to the village website and click 

the link at the top  -  June Parish Magazine.  

KINGSBERE QUILTERS 
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which takes place at the 

moment. There will be a 

g u i d a n c e  d o c u m e n t 

available for all staff 

affected shortly. We are not 

expecting or wanting huge 

numbers of staff to return to 

the offices at this stage. 

 

Homelessness and 
rough sleepers 

Since the start of the 

outbreak, our housing teams have helped 28 rough sleepers from across the 

county into accommodation – this has, and continues to be, challenging and we 

are operating as a multi-agency response to the situations this is creating on a 

daily basis.  In addition, the team have also housed more than 120 homeless 

households in temporary accommodation and will continue to support these 

people into more permanent accommodation as the lockdown restrictions ease.  

 

Business Grants 

As of the middle of May Dorset Council made 7,462 grant payments to businesses 

in the Dorset Council area totalling £89m. Dorset Council have paid 92% of the 

grant claims we have received – meaning at the time of writing we have 629 that 

are either currently approved and awaiting the next payment run, or undergoing 

validation or they have just landed! And we have received a moderate but 

noticeable increase in the number of claims since last week’s letters to businesses 

who had not yet made a claim.  

The national data recently released shows that only 7 councils out of 314 have 

made more payments than us and only 6 of the 314 have distributed more money 

to their local businesses than us so far. We have received a total of 1,160 claims 

that did not pass our validation/verification processes, so while we might have 

been anxious about processing  volumes in the early days, this figure in particular 

proves that we were right not to relax our verification criteria and proceed with the 

appropriate validation measures in place. We are also receiving some very 

positive – and very welcome - feedback from businesses that are grateful for the 

funding and the way we have supported them.  

 

Minerals Plan 

In all the furore you may have missed the Minerals Site plan progress which has 

been 5 years in the making. The Plans are all fully adopted now, and we are 
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waiting for some return to normality to arrange for them to be printed prior to 

distribution to our involved partners. 

 

Transport Infrastructure Investment Fund 

On the 14th May 2020, the Secretary of State for Transport, announced a £1.7 

billion funding allocation to Combined Authorities and Local Highway Authorities 

for 2020/21 through the newly created Transport Infrastructure Investment Fund. 

Dorset’s share of the £1.7billion funding is set out below (as documented in the 

Department for Transport news story https://www.gov.uk/government/news/multi

-billion-pound-road-and-railway-investment-to-put-nation-on-path-to-recovery), 

and includes our already confirmed annual funding allocation in the form of the 

following:  

Highway Maintenance Block Allocation                                 £10,564,000 

Highway Maintenance Block Incentive Element                    £  2,201,000 

Integrated Transport Block (Improvements)                           £  1,971,000 

The additional element for us comes in the form of the (mainly) Pothole Funds 

which equates to an additional £9,112,000, taking our total 2020/21 capital 

award to £23,848,000. This additional award is intended to alleviate pressure on 

highway authorities caused by Covid-19 and allows us to focus on restart issues 

and recovery. This additional funding is capital and thus can only be used for 

genuine renewal and enhancement, and not for revenue related activities such 

as gully emptying, side verging, reactive maintenance.  

  

Schools and early years 

This may well be superseded by the time you read this. If the virus threat level 

indicates it is safe, the government have indicated that schools will begin a 

phased and managed re-opening from the beginning of June. Initially this will 

involve early years 

settings/nurseries and 

p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  - 

Reception, Year 1 and 

Year 6 only, with some 

face to face support for 

Years 10 and 12.  As you 

will anticipate, managing 

this will look different in 

each school setting. 

Headteachers and early 

years leaders are assessing 

the risks as they seek to 
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VIEW FROM MY WINDOW …. 

….  Memories of 
Lockdown 

These past couple of months 

have been very strange  -  

sometimes bringing great 

h a r d s h i p  a n d  w o r r y , 

sometimes bringing great 

peace and tranquillity.  There 

is no doubt that we shall all 

view the world very differently 

when things get back to 

‘normality’.   

To encourage parishioners to 

capture their feelings and 

their thoughts in such 

challenging times, we would 

like to have a monthly slot 

entitled ‘The View from my 

Window’.  This could be in the 

form of a story, a poem, a 

painting or a photograph.  In 

fact, anything creative that 

will be inspiring to others and 

help retain some of the more 

positive memories.   

Our first contribution is this 

lovely painting from Jill Marsden, created only two weeks after the start of 

lockdown  -  she says she will have to do another, now that the trees are in full 

leaf!! Many readers will be familiar with Jill’s work as her greetings cards are on 

sale in the Bere Regis Post Office. 

View your magazine on the village website to see the painting in colour. 

Please email your contributions to me by 15th June for inclusion in the July 

magazine. My email address is alison@culverdell.co.uk 

Editor 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/multi-billion-pound-road-and-railway-investment-to-put-nation-on-path-to-recovery
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/multi-billion-pound-road-and-railway-investment-to-put-nation-on-path-to-recovery
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In their ever-darkened world 

They can only hope and pray. 
 

If we should burn a candle, 

someone will see its gleam 

Others will light the darkness, it isn’t 

just a dream 

Light up the night, light up the night 

for us. 
 

There is so much trouble 

We must see that wars all cease 

Man must learn to live with love 

Let’s all light a candle for peace. 

If we should burn a candle someone will 

see its light 

Others will light the darkness, for some 

we’ll light up the night 

Light up the night, light up the night for 

us 

Light up the night, light up the night for 

us. 

 

Eileen Richardson 

2 POEMS BY ERNIE BRADSHAW 

BERE REGIS 

Shrouded under an ancient heath, 

A part of old England lies beneath. 

Divided by a glittering stream 

That never sleeps, but makes us dream 

Of meadows sweet, and rural charms, 

Like walls of stone, and distant farms. 
 

I have roamed around near and far, 

And at last I’ve found my Shangri-La. 

I have rambled on in terms verbose, 

I’m not in Heaven, but Egdon Close 

 

AUTUMN LEAVES 

There are lovely hills in Dorset, 

You can see them everywhere, 

But the best are round Bere Regis, 

I know because I live there. 

 

The village is delightful, 

It is full of old rustic charms, 

And if you fancy a drop, 

Right next to the shop, 

There’s the best pub, The Drax Arms. 
 

The locals are all very friendly, 

They will greet you with a smile. 

They make most of their own 

amusements, 

Which makes their lives worthwhile. 
 

Some Autumn Leaves have fallen 

But some are evergreen. 

I’ll be happy one day, 

To hear one of them say, 

“I’ve had a telegram from the Queen” 
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prioritise the safety of their pupils and staff. This may mean that things will be 

different to normal, for instance: part-time hours, staggered start and finish times, 

and shorter weeks. 

Dorset Council’s priority will continue to be ensuring provision for vulnerable 

children and children of critical workers (of all year groups). Of this cohort, 

attendance continues to steadily rise with about 3.5% of children attending 

school, including 634 who are deemed vulnerable. A third of early years settings 

are open for an average of 500 children (75% children of critical workers, 25% 

vulnerable).  

 

Early help and safeguarding 

Our family workers are supporting families with a variety of issues related to the 

lockdown, including managing home learning, behaviour and boundaries, 

keeping motivated and safe, and how to have socially distanced exercise. They 

are seeing a significant impact on families ranging from financial difficulties to 

mental health, access to food and medicine, and concerns around online safety 

and the tensions of sharing limited computer equipment.  

Concerns for vulnerable expectant mothers and 0-5s has led to some additional 

work involving all our partners whilst working with new government health 

guidelines. As with previous weeks, colleagues are maintaining our statutory 

obligations and we continue to see children in their homes and communities as is 

required. We have been making excellent use of online tools to stay in touch with 

families, foster carers and conduct child protection conferences.  Online 

gatherings have also led to some improved outcomes in our engagement with 

children and families.  

Our Children in Care Council are meeting regularly but virtually, with higher than 

normal attendance and engagement. The Director has been meeting with foster 

carers regularly to hear insights into being a carer during lockdown – and working 

together to shape services. There is some incredible work going on to improve the 

way we work in response to this crisis that will leave an indelible improvement on 

our services for some time. 

 

Useful information available    

There is a lot of information on the Dorset Council website, this includes contact 

information and ideas for things to do, including for children when they’re at 

home.  Here are some of the links: 

Online resources for families https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/online-resources   

Schools and families:  https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-

weather/emergencies/coronavirus/schools-and-families.aspx  

https://mailchi.mp/dorsetcouncil/online-resources
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/schools-and-families.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/schools-and-families.aspx
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Information and landing page: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-

severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx    

There remains a great deal of good advice on how people can protect 

themselves online at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus. Finally, any Dorset resident who 

needs additional support should be encouraged to call the Community Shield 

helpline: 01305 221000 (open 8am-8pm every day).  

 

Ever thought about fostering? 

We are running a campaign to recruit more foster carers. There’s an even greater 

need at the moment, as some of our existing carers are shielding. We need more 

carers, otherwise some Dorset children may have to leave their friends and where 

they are settled and be placed in care elsewhere. If you’ve ever considered 

fostering, do take a look. Find out more at: www.fosterindorset.com 

  

Public Health update and guidance changes 

As of mid-May there were 7006 confirmed coronavirus cases across the 

southwest. This means that the region has the lowest infection rate in the country. 

While this is good news, it also presents a challenge as the government eases 

lockdown restrictions and more people from elsewhere in the country may be 

tempted to visit Dorset. 

 

New Coronavirus helpline for parents and carers 

We have set-up the helpline 

to support those who are 

worried about their child or 

teenager dur ing the 

lockdown. If you are 

concerned about how your 

child is managing and you 

need someone to talk to, 

please ring. Our educational psychologists are available to help you. They will 

listen to your concerns and can offer practical advice and guidance. The 

helpline number is: 01305 228300. It is open from Monday to Friday from 9am to 

4.45pm. Callers need to ring and make an appointment for a 30 minute phone 

consultation. 

 

Broadband  

Chris Loder MP and I have met with the CEO of BTOpenreach to lay out forcefully 

our disappointment at the implementation speed, cost and overruns of their 
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POEMS TO KEEP YOU SMILING 

Yellowhammers 

I saw two yellowhammers today. 

I listened to what they had to say. 

I never once heard a thank you or 

please, 

When they asked for a little bit of 

bread and no cheese. 

Paul J Openshaw (April 2020) 

 

OUR VILLAGE SONGWRITER  -  
EILEEN RICHARDSON 
 

A tiny candle 
I saw a tiny candle, flickering in the night 

It cast a silver shadow with its glowing light 

Light up the night, light up the night for us. 
 

‘Twas just a single candle, with its tiny glow 

Guiding me in the darkness, showing me where to go 

Light up the night, light up the night for us. 
 

There is so much darkness 

Some don’t see the light of day 

Wild Orchids 

Out of sight and out of mind, 

For anyone with eyes to find, 

It's not a place Joe Soap would know. 

That's where wild orchids grow. 

Slightly off the beaten route, 

Beyond the tread of Joe Soap's boot, 

In the fulness of Spring's flow, 

That's where wild orchids grow. 

Out of mind and out of sight, 

In the woodland's dappled light, 

It's no secret, but don't tell Joe, 

That's where wild orchids grow. 

Paul J Openshaw (April 2020) 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/emergencies-severe-weather/emergencies/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.fosterindorset.com
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And another initiative from the Floral Group 

Last month, the NAFAS HQ asked club members around the country to make and 

display rings in support of the NHS.  Here are some of their creations. 
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implementing Superfast Broadband. 

We have another meeting planned 

and then we will be going to meet 

(virtually) the Minister of Technology 

to argue the case for Dorset being 

treated better than it has been 

historically. 

 

Surgery  

We are not holding face to face 

meetings for the moment. However, 

we would be delighted to ring and talk to you. Please ring or email us with the 

subject matter so that we can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is 

peterwharf@hotmail.com telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is 

cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 

 

mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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BERE REGIS NEWS 

The Parish Council met remotely via Zoom on Thursday 14th May 2020. 2 members 

of the public joined the meeting. The next meeting will be on Thursday 11th June, 

again remotely. If you wish to join the meeting, or wish to send a question in to be 

read out, please contact the clerk beforehand. 

 

Rowlands Wait 

The Parish Council discussed the work being 

carried out at Rowlands Wait Caravan Park to 

convert it to a Park Home under a Certificate of 

Lawfulness issued by Dorset Council. We had 

some weeks previously expressed our concerns to 

Dorset Council about the legality of the work, the 

damage to trees and shrubs and the proximity of 

this work to the Black Hill SSSI. A tripartite meeting 

had taken place about a month ago between 

the Planners, Natural England and the Dorset Tree 

Officer, Graham Cox,  after which we were  

informed that the laying of concrete slabs as 

bases for park homes was not subject to a 

Planning Consent and that the work being 

carried out was lawful. Concerning the damage 

to hedges and felling of trees, just today (14th 

May), we had finally heard back from Jenny Key on behalf of Graham Cox, 

explaining that action had not so far been possible as officers, on safety grounds, 

were not permitted to undertake a site visit, but that they might be able to do so 
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to Weymouth.  A shared interest in 

flowers embraces keen competitors, 

members who just like to do church 

flowers or flowers for their own pleasure, 

and also members who just like to sit 

and simply watch an entertaining 

demonstration each month. 

Our usual demonstrators come from 

Dorset, Devon, Hampshire and Somerset 

and Wiltshire, but quite often we give 

ourselves a treat with a national 

demonstrator from further afield.  The 

demonstrators focus on providing an 

entertainment, but it is surprising what you 

absorb and learn from their talented work.  There 

are also occasional workshops with various 

tutors. 

Fun, friendship and flowers is an alliteration that 

just about sums it all up, I think.  I have been a 

member of Bere Regis Floral Group for forty 

years.  Like so many people, I always thought I’d 

love to learn how to arrange flowers but with 

young children, I had not got around to it.  Then 

our younger daughter, Miranda started Bere 

Regis School.  She had to write about her family 

for the newsbook.  Colourful wax crayon drawings of us were accompanied by 

descriptions of our interests. Dad’s were swimming, water polo, badminton, 

squash…..Mum had two pastimes listed –  booze and going out!  So you see, I 

had to get a respectable hobby fast for the newsbook! I joined the flower club. 

Seriously though, those forty years have brought me immeasurable joy and fun 

and friendships that I treasure enormously. Like Joan, I never tire of competition 

work and this has taken me all over the country to the national competitions and 

to Chelsea and Malvern RHS shows for many years. 

If you love flowers, gardening and art and design, the club will appeal to you.  

Our demonstrators always say that they love coming to Bere Regis because 

everyone is so friendly. 

There is a plan afoot for the club to arrange some classes for beginners.  We have 

not had time to discuss this as a committee before the lockdown overtook us, but 

some finance is to be made available from the Dorset and Guernsey Area for this. 

If you think you might be interested in these classes, or simply joining the club, 

contact our secretary Sheila Cox on smcox1@btinternet.com. 

Diana Holman, President, Bere Regis Floral Group 

 

 
 

mailto:smcox1@btinternet.com
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BERE REGIS FLORAL GROUP 

Write me something about the floral group for the June 

magazine, my dear friend Alison suggested.  Glad to, I 

thought, but as my fingers hovered over the computer keys, I 

ask myself just where do I begin? 

Perhaps a brief trip back to the very beginning would be a 

good place to start.  It is exciting to reflect that the whole 

national flower arranging movement started in Dorset!   

Mary Pope, a member of the Eldridge Pope Brewery family in 

Dorchester had spent some of the war years in America and 

became very enthusiastic about the Garden Clubs of America, with their focus 

on flower arranging as part of plant growing.  Back home after the war, she 

established the Dorset Floral Decoration Society in the early 50s with the support 

of the Royal Horticultural Society. There was a show in the Dorchester Corn 

Exchange that was lavishly featured in Picture Post magazine with Society florist 

and teacher, Constance Spry doing the judging.  In 1959, the National 

Association of Flower Arrangement Societies was formed, with Mary Pope as its 

founder president. 

Our own group in Bere Regis was also established 

in 1959 by a lady from Hyde called Maureen 

Anderson.  Long standing members of our parish 

will also remember names like Chrystal Tadman, 

Jay Corner, Cara Barne, Beryl Cobb, Marion 

Benjafield,  Evelyn and Audrey Lys, Jean Hudson to 

mention just a few of the club’s early members.  

The club’s former president until 2017, Joan 

Herridge, was a member almost from the 

beginning, and was one of Dorset’s most talented 

national competitors over many years, still loving 

her competition work at nearly ninety years old. 

(“With a bit more age and experience, Joan, you 

could be quite good!” my husband Rob used to 

say to her.  Fortunately she shared his wacky sense 

of humour, and they would both laugh 

uproariously). 

The club had a membership of over fifty in those early days, but even now after 

sixty-one years, is around forty. In the early years we met at the Drax Hall, but the 

problem of getting heavy buckets of flowers and equipment upstairs eventually 

defeated us, and we now meet at the village hall in Winterborne Kingston. Our 

members come from quite a wide area from Dorchester to Wareham, Blandford 
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shortly if it was deemed an emergency. In addition, Councillor Wharf, and the 

Parish Council Chair had held a telephone conference call with Michael 

Tomlinson MP, to discuss the possibility of effecting a change in the law for the 

future to differentiate planning regulations for Park Homes from those covering 

touring Caravan Parks. All members of the Parish Council had recently received a 

copy of a letter from Mike Gee, a resident who was formerly a planning officer, 

who sets out a case as to why he disagrees with the response given by Dorset 

Council. The Parish Council resolved to forward Mr Gee’s letter to the Head of 

Planning at Dorset Council for a response. 

 

Black Hill SSSI 

There have been ongoing discussions 

between the landowner at Black Hill, 

The Urban Heath Partnership, Dorset 

Council and Natural England, as they 

wish to try and stop the damage which 

is being done to the SSSI on Black Hill, 

particularly by cyclists using tools to dig 

the land for their bike tracks. 

The Parish Council have been asked to 

help raise awareness of this. We 

appreciate that we have responsibility 

for the interests of all residents of the 

village, and absolutely sympathise with the children and young adults using their 

bikes on this area who are enjoying the countryside and being active, which is 

certainly a good thing. Stopping them from doing this isn’t our intention at all. 

To be clear, as far as we are aware, the landowner is still happy for people to use 

their bikes in the “circle” area at the top of Cemetery Lane where bikes have 

traditionally been used. It’s specifically the area further along to the west, where 

tools have been used to create new tracks and jumps, that they are trying to 

stop the damage on and protect the wildlife there. 

The Parish Council are still actively pursuing the creation of a new area for bikes, 

skateboards and such and hope the development of the Neighbourhood Plan 

can further the options for this. 

 

Certificates of Appreciation 

During the recent pandemic, we have been heartened by the number of people 

within the parish who have gone above and beyond to help others with a 

multitude of tasks and favours, with no expectation in return. In due course, after 

lockdown has ended, we would like to present these people with a Certificate of 

Appreciation to show our thanks for all that they have done for our community 
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As the rules have changed slightly, but lockdown continues for many, here is an 

update about our local response to the pandemic. 

 

BereConnect Volunteers 

Our volunteers continue to provide a wonderful service, collecting and delivering 

prescriptions for people in isolation, and undertaking occasional shopping trips for 

those who can’t get out. All the volunteers deserve our thanks for being ready and 

willing to undertake these tasks. If you need any help from our volunteers, Brenda is 

the coordinator on 01929 471255. 

 

BereConnect Food Bank 

Our local food bank continues to be run by Pop in Place volunteers led by Alison 

Bennett. They have asked me to give a huge thank you to all those who have 

donated through the boxes in the village shop, and outside the Drax Hall and the 

Church. Thanks are also due to residents in Briantspuddle and Affpuddle, whose 

food gifts are added to ours. About a dozen parcels are being provided every 

week, so please continue to give if you can. At present, the food bank has 

sufficient of the basics such as rice, pasta and UHT milk, but would welcome gifts 

of baked beans, crisps, cereal bars and other snacks for children, and biscuits and 

part-baked bread. Congratulations, too, to Pop in Place for their community 

initiative this week in handing out about 80 parcels of tea and biscuits to older 

residents. If you need the help of the food bank please make contact on 01929 

472023 or email popinplace@gmail.com 

 

BERECONNECT  - COVID19   UPDATE 

during this time. If there is anybody, or any organisation, you would like to 

nominate to be recognised in this way, please send details to the Clerk, on 

bereregispc@gmail.com. 

 

Ponies 

The 2 ponies should be back in the Nature Reserve at Souls’ Moor in the coming 

days and we are looking forward to seeing the continued progress and benefits 

their grazing brings to the wildlife there. The ponies are regularly monitored and 

have a constant supply of fresh water. If you are nervous around horses or have 

dogs that might bother them, we advise walking around the outside of the nature 

reserve. If you do have any concerns about the horses, please contact the Clerk. 

Bryan Benjafield 
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Rig it with two sheets totally independent of the boom, one to each stern quarter. 

experiment with snatch blocks to get the best sheeting angles. (The leeward sheet 

does all the work ‘off’ the wind, but you need both sheets deployed to pull the 

clew both aft and inboard when ‘on’ the wind.) 

The results are most comforting. viz.  

The yacht behaves better as the centre of effort has been brought inboard and 

nearer the centre line of the vessel. The size and shape of the trysail allows more 

"clean” air onto the jib, giving it more drive.  

the yacht is "pulled" rather than “pushed” so steering stability improves and the 

more efficient jib enables speed to be maintained.  

You can gybe  - even accidentally  - with virtually complete safety as no boom is 

deployed. this allows less-experienced crew the opportunity to helm (thereby 

gaining the skills of downwind helming in rough weather), without putting the boat 

or other crew in jeopardy.  

You now have an effective downwind sail plan, which is immediately viable 

upwind in the case of an emergency. (Most 'man overboard' incidents occur 

whilst sailing downwind). 

The colour of the trysail (usually bright orange) adds to your vessel's ability to be 

seen by other shipping.  

It's great fun to use and easy to set providing it is sheeted free of the main boom. 

The flexibility and safety aspects of the trysail will increase the enjoyment that you 

and your crew will get cruising downwind in breezy weather. It also means that 

you (the captain) have no excuse for being "glued" to the helm. It's the crews’ job 

and no place from which to command a boat! 

No trysail? Try hoisting your #3 jib on the forestay and hoisting your storm jib up a 

taut main halyard (wire). A storm jib designed for a forestay foil may go up the luff 

groove of the main mast. 

The next time you are out there in the sort of weather when you wish you were 

back here, don’t treat your trysail like a liferaft and hope you never have to use it. 

hoist it, blow out those years-old creases and have some fun with it! 

This 'mainsail effect’ can be emulated by attempting to push a full supermarket 

trolley in a straight line with only one hand at the outboard end of the handle. It 

doesn’t want to go in a straight line. 

Footnote:  the poem ‘Christmas at Sea’ by Robert Louis Stevenson is probably the 

best way of realising the fear what a ‘lee shore’ means to a square-rigged ship. 

David Gray 
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Most 'offshore' skippers, when 

asked by an enquiring novice 

of the purpose of this still-

folded (and likely unused) sail, 

will usually reply with a 

comment linked to "the need 

to claw off a lee shore in a 

gale" (see footnote). it may 

well serve that purpose if you 

are unfortunate enough to 

allow yourself to get into that 

'pickle' but as most sailors are 

sufficiently prudent to give 

themselves sufficient ‘sea-

room’, it is rarely put to the test. 

My plea is to ask you give this valuable piece of 'canvas' a chance to 

demonstrate how useful a sail it can be in other circumstances. 

Most fatal accidents on yachts are “boom-related" and occur when sailing 

downwind. as occurred in the 1990 ‘round the island’ race. (this statement ignores 

the even greater number who perish whilst paddling out to their moored craft 

after an over-indulged evening ashore!). 

Downwind sailing in bad weather with a mainsail up - reefed or otherwise - is 

potentially dangerous. Steering in big following seas requires a degree of skill that 

few have the time or opportunity to acquire, so the risk of an accidental gybe 

(the extended mainsail boom sweeping across the deck like a scythe), induced 

by the lift of a following sea, is very real. The use of a rope ”preventer" -  which 

rarely has the correct lead or tension to prevent a gybe - also creates a false 

sense of security. This leads to a dangerous lowering of concentration and adds 

to the chance of a gybe situation developing. this begs the question, " as the 

mainsail steals a lot of wind from the jib and is inherently dangerous on a 

downwind reach in big seas, why have the mainsail up at all?” 

It is safer to have the vessel  'pulled' downwind by the jib than 'pushed' downwind 

by the mainsail, as the mainsail has its 'centre of effort' outside the ship's rail and is 

trying to rotate the yacht around its keel into a dangerous broach*, which will 

make a capsize a distinct possibility. Time to break out the storm trysail. 

This is the sequence of deploying the storm trysail to allow it to 'earns its rations'. 

Take the mainsail down, stowed tight on the boom, with the boom lashed on the 

coachroof as low as possible.   

Hoist the trysail (up its own track on the mast  if possible) with the 'foot' of the sail 

at least 1 metre (yard) above the boom.  
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£

BereConnect Emergency Fund  

The fund has made 4 loans so far, and has contributed over £450 to the food 

bank. If you need a loan please don’t hesitate to contact 

bereconnect@outlook.com for help and advice. 

 

BereConnect Buddy Scheme  

If you are feeling cut off and need a friendly voice to chat to, call Liz on 01929 

471878 or 07956 914075 to join the Buddy Scheme. 

I should also mention here, the ‘Give What You Can; Take What You Need’ food 

exchange box which is outside the school, and was initiated by the school staff, 

which is very well used and much appreciated. 

Finally, outside the scope of BereConnect, but, I know, greatly appreciated by all 

of us in Bere, I must thank the Surgery for their excellent work in adapting to the 

situation and continuing to provide a magnificent service, the Moorse families 

and the village shop team, Amanda and Kevin Crocker at Rye Hill Farm and 

Janette and the team at the Post Office for all their efforts on our behalf at this 

difficult time. 

Ian Ventham, 471480 

mailto:bereconnect@outlook.com
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

We hope you are continuing to keep safe and well 

during these difficult and troubling times and, if you 

are able, to get out and about locally to enjoy our 

fabulous surroundings with its abundant wildlife.  

 

Souls Moor Ponies and their Conservation Work 

By the time you read this the ponies should be back on Souls Moor – do say 

“hello” to them when you pass, but please do not feed them, approach them 

and keep dogs on a lead.  They are there to continue munching through the 

long rank grasses that have built up while the area remained ungrazed. This is all 

in the interests of good nature conservation. Indeed, we have already seen more 

wildflowers appearing. With time the long vegetation will reduce further and we 

hope to see an even more interesting and varied array of plants and wildflowers. 

So far, the plentiful flowers 

include bright yellow marsh 

marigolds, along with pink 

campion, meadow buttercup, 

sorrel, ragged robin, comfrey, 

sorrel, orchid and cuckoo 

flower. The cuckoo flower has 

been far more abundant this 

year than it has been for a long 

time; great news for the 

orange-tip butterfly as the 

cuckoo flower is one of the 

main food plants for its 

caterpillars. 

 

For those of you concerned for the ponies’ welfare, be assured they are regularly 

checked and they have a plentiful supply of water from the pond.  

 

Nature Notes 

In an attempt to bring nature to you during the ongoing lockdown we are 

posting regular Nature Notes on Facebook and distributing them to all on our e-

mailing list. Do look out for them – they provide some information on local and 

seasonal wildlife sights, be they plants, animals, insects etc, and are 
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There are a considerable number of people in 

our circulation area  - including the author -

who are "champing at the bit" to get back out 

to sea in their yachts during this best part of 

the sailing season.    

With the wider introduction of 'fore and aft' 

rigs in the 16th century (as opposed to 'square' 

rigs, which can only sail across the wind or 

downwind), the ability of a yacht to sail to 

windward has allowed us the freedom of 

tacking (ziz-zagging) to Cherbourg or the 

Channel Isles into the wind in our prevailing 

sou'westerly weather. The price we pay for this 

freedom of sailing direction is that it can be 

an uncomfortable point of sailing due to the 

heeling angle (leaning over) and strain on the 

body that this ability to sail upwind entails. 

As an ‘aside’, many non-sailors (aka 

'landlubbers') will be ignorant of our quirky UK 

legal system, which allows us to sail any type 

of privately-owned vessel in UK waters (up to a 

reasonable length and displacement) without any type of ‘driving licence’.  a 

policy traditionally expressed as " You can drown your friends but not your 

customers". 

Inevitably, some of us eventually reach a stage in our sailing activities when we, 

and our creaking joints, look for extended cruising without the welcome shelter of 

the English Channel. We accept the reality of comfortable ocean sailing, which is 

best described by the statement  "If you have to tack, you are going the wrong 

way", so we attempt to plan our route to make best use of a following ‘trade’ 

wind. 

Yachts designed for commercial use and/or ‘bluewater’ (ocean) sailing need to 

be equipped to cope with severe wave heights and sea conditions. apart from 

the usual mainsail on the mast and jib on the forestay, (as seen on the average 

local inshore yachts), a vital and required addition to the sail 'wardrobe' is the 

storm trysail.  In extreme conditions it replaces the mainsail when the latter cannot 

be reduced in size (reefed) sufficiently and/or will be damaged by large waves 

crashing across the deck. The storm trysail is also a necessary piece of equipment 

for vessels wishing to achieve category 'zero' (ocean) certification in the UK. 

THE STORM TRYSAIL, THE CINDERELLA OF 
THE SAIL WARDROBE 
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One Friday, during lockdown, I make my way to my local Tesco for my essential 

shopping session. I am in the queue with my trusty trolley, and am casually staring 

out into the car park watching others like me coming and going. I see trolleys full 

of essentials like toilet rolls, tinned tomatoes and baking ingredients being stuffed 

into cars, booty and treasure for yet another busy week at home. 

My thoughts are suddenly cut short as I see a very familiar figure getting out of car 

– he’s wearing a hat and trenchcoat. No it can’t be – it’s the man in my dreams –

yes it’s him. He looks out of place wearing that outfit on a really warm day in a 

Tesco car park. He’s a total anachronism! I watch him lock his car, then he goes 

to the hand sanitising station, then grabs his trolley and as he passes me – I am 

the other side of the’ safe ‘ barrier, -  he doffs his hat and smiles. How would he 

know where I am? Has he followed me? Does he live in my village and maybe 

that’s where I’ve seen him before? 

I am in complete disbelief, I don’t know him, but I do - don’t  I? He’s in my dream 

every night. What to do? The queue is moving forward at a pace now. He is many 

trolleys behind me, but I shall just ignore him and get on with my shopping. I zoom 

around as quickly as I can, and am not looking back and have no idea now 

where he is. I get to the checkout, take a swift look around – nowhere to be seen. 

I get through as quickly as I can, to get outside to my car –my rescue ship. My 

heart is pounding and I don’t know why, after all remember in my dream he is not 

a threatening figure. What if he follows me home – just get to the car. Now to get 

out into the car park you have to snake through a complex maze of yellow one-

way  crash barriers and when my escape plan has been executed I head 

towards my goal.  

Standing next to my car is the mystery man, carrying a huge bouquet of flowers. I 

have no choice but to go that way , but how does he know which car is mine 

and how did he get out before me? I am shocked beyond belief- he must be a 

mind reader and before I open my mouth he says ‘Hello, nice to meet you at last, 

these are for you’ as he thrusts the flowers on to my trolley with his gloved hand. 

‘I just want to thank you for letting me into your dreams. I have had such fun, joy 

and mirth. I knew I would find you one day to thank you personally. These 

memories will stay with me forever’. He bows his head slightly, with an aristocratic 

air, turns and heads towards his car, gets in and drives away. Gone – just like that! 

I drive home in a complete daze. 

That evening, I am almost too frightened to fall asleep, so to ease the passage, I 

indulge in rather a large nightcap. Sleep arrived, my dreams arrived, but he 

wasn’t there.  I know he wasn’t there because in the morning I felt a monumental 

sense of loss. 

Many months have elapsed, and he hasn’t ever appeared again. Who was this 

man in my dreams? 

Lady in Lockdown   May 2020  
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accompanied by some amazing photos. Let us know if there is anything you 

would like us to cover. If you would like to be included on the e-mailing list, please 

contact us. 

 

Nest Boxes  

It is good to see the nest boxes along 

the stream being put to their 

intended use. Here is a Great Tit 

exiting on its way to find more food 

for its young brood of helpless 

youngsters with an insatiable 

appetite.  The parent birds will feed 

their young on a variety of 

invertebrates such as aphids, spiders, 

small beetles, caterpillars, bugs and 

other juicy insects, all full of protein to 

help the growing birds develop a 

sound bone structure. As the young 

grow the parents start to introduce 

small seeds to their diet prior to them 

leaving the nest. Thanks to all 

involved in providing the nest boxes – 

you (through the Parish Council) for 

paying for the timber, the Wildlife and Environment Group volunteers for cutting 

the timber to size and putting up the boxes, and not least to the local Cub pack 

who assembled the boxes. If you have bird boxes in your garden do let us know 

which birds are using them.  

 

Nature Sightings 

We would be very interested to hear of your local wildlife sightings (common or 

unusual), so as to build up a picture of what is about and when it first arrives / 

emerges. 

 

Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our e-mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmai l .com /  01929 471563  

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or 

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 0775 988 4942. 

 

Photo: Roger Bates 



32 

June 2020 

 

BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

A huge thank you to all our patients for 

being so understanding and for your 

patience during this difficult time. A 

huge thank you is also extended to all 

the Bere Connect volunteers and Susie 

who are helping deliver medication to 

patients who are unable to collect themselves. 

As a reminder, the medication collection point is at 

the window in the car park at the rear of the Practice. 

Collection times have been adjusted to 09.30 – 11.30 

each morning, 15.30 – 17.30 each afternoon except 

Wednesday when it is 14.00 – 15.30. This is due to our 

wholesalers delivering once a day instead of twice 

and as a result to providing the Dispensary team with 

enough time to make up medication for the deliveries 

as well as for patients collecting from the Practice.  

Patients attending for an appointment are being 

asked to ring the bell and wait for a clinician to come 

to the door.  The clinician will put on their protective 

clothing before coming to the door and taking your 

temperature before you enter the Practice.   

As restrictions are amended and lifted, we will be putting our changes on our 

website and on the Bere Regis Village Facebook page. We will endeavour to 

provide you with as much notice as possible.  

If you have any comments or ideas, please let us know. 

Stay safe! 

Nicky Chivers 

 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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In your Dreams! 

I have never in my whole life ever suffered from insomnia. People tell me I’m 

lucky. I’ve never had to lay awake worrying about this or that and then worrying 

because I can’t fall asleep. I’ve never lain awake vexing about exams, 

relationships, careers, varicose veins or interest rates. No, once my head touches 

that pillow – gone! I can honestly say that all those medicinal preparations that 

exist out there for others – I have no need of! 

Such sweet dreams for many years, so enjoyable, such adventures, pictures on 

my pillow that are surreal. I travelled all over the world, floated in and out of 

situations and never knowingly became terrified with nightmarish situations. 

Maybe I always subconsciously knew that I was dreaming. 

However, there is always a however, I woke up one morning after a restful night, 

and as I went about my daily tasks, a picture of a man I had never seen before 

popped into my head. I had no recollection of having seen him before, and as I 

busied myself there he was every few minutes – a bit annoying really as I was 

trying to concentrate on icing a birthday cake. 

Every few minutes there he is. I just can’t place him, I must have seen him 

somewhere before, but I just can’t think where. How strange never mind, I will 

have to focus harder on what I’m doing and not wander. TV helps. Trouble is – 

he’s there almost all day - off and on. 

As usual, I go to bed, fall asleep with ease, and guess what he’s there in my 

dream. Let me describe him if I can. He hasn’t got a nightmarish scarred face or 

anything, no fiendish black patch over his eye, just an ordinary face, average 

build; he wears a raincoat and a trilby – looks a bit of a throwback, bit like Peter 

Sellars’ Inspector Cleuseau. Oh yes, he has a bit of a beak-like nose and generally 

has a friendly countenance.   

Every night now- there he is! I would just like to know what part of my 

subconscious he’s come from. Whatever dream I’m having there he is. If you will, 

picture a portrait landscape shape canvas - he tends to walk in from bottom left 

and faces me, like you would on a tv screen, and just stands there and smiles, 

occasionally he will wave. He never tries to participate in any of the ongoing 

action, the dream is still running, and he leaves as quickly as he arrives like an 

intruder might do. He’s my dream friend I suppose. I don’t feel frightened or 

threatened in anyway. I just need to know who he is, is he a real person and why 

is he in my dream every night? 

Despite consulting the many available theories on dream interpretations, I can’t 

seem to find an explanation that suits my situation, or at least one that I am 

prepared to accept. As this guest appearance has been ongoing for some time 

now, and does not cause me anxiety, it is something I will have to accept and will 

live with.  
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potatoes.   I expect they will still be there long after this crisis and probably go out 

of date.  I just hope she doesn’t use them for dog food.  I like human left-overs but 

wasn’t keen on cauliflower cheese the other day.  My owner told me it was my 

dish as it was named after me.   

Last weekend Union Jack flags were hung out in the street and at 11.00 in the 

morning we were out in the street with everyone else.  No clapping just silence.  

No barking encouraged.  This was quite different remembering those who gave 

their lives in the Second World War.  Maybe in 75 years time there will be Covid 19 

memorials.   They will clap and wave rainbow flags full of hearts. 

Another exciting event was the WI zoom meeting.  My owner decided to try and 

see how hard it would be to host her own zoom meeting.  After a couple of 

practices and technical help nine ladies attended.  There they were all with cups 

of tea and cake looking into their computer screens.  They were discussing how to 

make face masks.  These are now being considered useful to wear in confined 

spaces to help prevent the spread of the virus.  I think it went well my owner was 

thrilled as it meant that she could see her friends catch up on the gossip have a 

laugh.  Not the same as going to a meeting but for me I quite like this new 

meeting format as she does not go out and leave me at home alone 

She continues to cut the grass, and the bonfire is bigger.  She has not started on 

the Garden shed but maybe this will be done now the local authority recycling 

centre has reopened.  She has acquired courgettes, squash and tomato plants.  

The beans are growing but nothing has been planted out yet as there are frosts 

at night so we have this daily ritual of moving the vulnerable plants inside at night 

or covering them up.  Now the garden centres are open things will get easier. 

Oh no what is that smell, I know the smell of 

cooking spiced orange and apricot 

chutney.   I don’t know where she is going to 

put that.  The chutney cupboard is full.  There 

have been no church fetes, or gardening 

club, folk club meetings where she gets rid of 

it.    Well at least it will use some of the empty 

jam jar mountain.  Just lately with everyone 

else clearing out their cupboards this has 

increased in size  

We have just received a bag with tea and 

digestive biscuits from the Pop In.  Oh goodie 

I hope I can persuade someone to let me 

have some.  I am very partial to digestives.  

There is a message saying “Better days are 

coming.”  Well I shall look forward to that. 

Jenny Stone 
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BERE REGIS WI 

Although we’ve entered the first stage of 

loosening of the lockdown, we’re a long way 

from the possibility of meeting face-to-face 

(although as I type this I’m looking forward to an 

experimental Virtual WI Afternoon Tea via Zoom 

this afternoon). As mentioned in last month’s article, instead of the usual report on 

our activities, I’m going to take the opportunity to expand on some of the recent 

WI campaigns, this month focussing on the 5 Minutes That Matter campaign, 

which was launched in June 2019. 

Cervical screening is a free 

service offered by the NHS to 

detect abnormal cells, which 

may be the precursor to cervical 

cancer, at an early stage 

leading to more effective 

treatment. Women between the 

ages of 25 and 65 routinely 

receive invitations to have a test. 

The screening only takes five 

minutes and it saves around 5,000 lives a year.  Despite this, attendance is 

currently at its lowest for a decade.  In response to this, the campaign seeks to 

raise awareness of the importance of attending routine cervical screening, and to 

support more women to make an informed decision about whether or not to take 

up their invitations.  It also calls on WI members to help make cervical screening 

more accessible by tackling barriers to attendance. 

With this in mind, the WI will soon be launching a study to investigate these 

barriers, along with other issues such as personal attitudes towards the strategies 

designed to improve uptake. This survey will be completely anonymous and is 

open to all women over the age of 25, regardless of whether they have attended 

cervical screening recently or at all. It is hoped that by gathering this valuable 

data, the WI will be able to contribute to the effort to increase uptake of testing. 

To register your interest in taking part in the screening, go to: thewi.org.uk/s/

cervicalscreeningresearch. 

If you would like to know more about the campaign and discover ways to 

participate, you can download a copy of the campaign action pack at: 

m y w i . t h e w i . o r g . u k / _ _ d a t a / a s s e t s / p d f _ f i l e / 0 0 0 3 / 3 7 9 7 4 0 /

WI_ActionPack_5Minutes.pdf. The pack includes information on cervical 

screening itself and some ideas for spreading awareness of the issue. It also has 

step-by-step instruction on how to make calming sachets filled with dried flowers 

such as lavender. Aimed at providing an awareness tool and a comforter for 
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I missed going to church at Easter to do the flower 

arranging as that is another good source of biscuits 

when the arrangers stop for coffee. My owner took part 

with the Bere Regis Floral Group making blue and green 

floral rings for the NHS.  The resulting arrangements were 

pictured on Facebook.  One of ours was put on the 

church door and another was secured to the door 

knocker on our house.  There was a problem with this, as 

every time the wind blew, it blew the arrangement and 

banged the door knocker.  I would leap to attention 

doing my guard dog duty barking and growling.  My 

owner would open the door and there would be no 

one there. After a few false alarms my credibility as a 

guard dog was being severely questioned. 

My owner depends on her zoom sessions and the Drax 

virtual quiz for her social time.  Last week the quiz subject was pirates.  Participants 

had to dress up in fancy dress.  A garden Hat was sprayed dark purple with flower 

arranging spray paints.  Thick Black Wool was fashioned into a sort of wig under 

the hat along with some black cardboard for an eye patch.  The effect, when 

assembled with heavy eye make up and black 

news print wrapped round her teeth, was 

alarming.  A selfie was taken and emailed to 

the quiz organizer and subsequently posted on 

the Drax Arms Quiz facebook page.  Later that 

evening she was wearing the whole outfit while 

captaining her team.  She was so engrossed in 

the competition she nearly missed the weekly 

clap for the NHS.  I heard everyone in the street 

and had to bark at her to remind her it was 

time to go.  I like the weekly clap it’s very 

exciting all the people in the street.  I rush 

around and can muster a bark.  At least she 

found a few seconds to remove the hat and 

wig and eye patch before going out to clap.  

It was a successful evening as her team, “The 

Six Notions,” came in second having good 

knowledge of pirates and airlines. 

The larder and the dresser have been tidied and the bookshelves (for the zoom 

sessions).   She has now acquired both yeast and red lentils.  She has also bought 

a book called the Tin Can Cook so she can use all the tins she has bought.  She 

made this pasta dish with sweet corn, tuna, pasta and mushroom soup.  It was 

massive.  She ate this concoction for two meals and I was left eating the left-

overs.  The tuna was ok but we could have done without the additional 

mushrooms and red pepper.  She has purchased tinned carrots and tinned 

 

 

http://thewi.org.uk/s/cervicalscreeningresearch
http://thewi.org.uk/s/cervicalscreeningresearch
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/379740/WI_ActionPack_5Minutes.pdf
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/379740/WI_ActionPack_5Minutes.pdf
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Dog Blog 

Here I am trying to think of something to say.  It’s a bit 

like the beginning of one of my owners zoom 

meetings when everyone arrives, someone says “any 

news?” and there is an awkward silence.  No one 

has been anywhere or done anything or knows 

anything other than what has been broadcast on 

the news or the village Facebook site.  There are no 

plans, nothing to look forward to.  It takes time to 

think of anything to say as all days are the same.   They always get the 

conversation round to what they think are more interesting subjects and they 

start smuttlily telling jokes and giggling .  At their age you think they would have 

grown out of all that. 

For I haven’t been anywhere in the car 

but I do fantasize how it would be nice 

to go to the beach or somewhere else 

for a walk.  I’m not complaining as we 

have the wonderful woods here full of 

bluebells squirrels birds and smells.  If I 

was a town dog things would be very 

different. 

As a collie I know I think I am smarter 

than the average dog but there are 

times when I have been called a 

scruffy dog.  I am losing my hair this 

time of year and this means I have to 

be brushed and have the dreadlocks cut out of my tail and be dagged like a 

sheep.   My owner has always been too mean to spend money on a dog 

groomer and does it herself.   Sometimes I look that rough, I look like that 

sheepdog in the Specsavers advert, the one where the Scottish shepherd, 

struggling with his eyesight takes his sheep clippers and uses them on his dog by 

mistake.  

My owner is not one known for her sartorial elegance but right now she too is 

looking rather shaggy, her hair blows everywhere in the wind and looks a mess.  

As she is going nowhere and no one comes round she cannot be bothered with 

her appearance. She wears no make up and worn out shabby un-ironed clothes.  

I am embarrassed to be seen out with her.  The other day I watched her standing 

on tip toe in front of the mirror hacking away at her fringe.   She is no better at 

cutting her own hair than she is at mine.  At least my dog walker has acquired 

hair grips to keep her hair under control in the wind. 

THE BERE REGIS SCRIBBLERS 

 

 

35 

June 2020 

 

women feeling worried about attending a screening, we feel these will be equally 

useful for easing lockdown stresses! 

Sadly, I must end on a sombre note. It is with deep regret that we this month 

heard the sad news that Sally Cheeseman, our longest serving member, passed 

away on 13 April 2020.  She will be sorely missed, and our thoughts and very best 

wishes are with all her family and friends. 

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 

 

The following article is from Alison Bennett with some memories of Sally. 

Sally Cheeseman talks to the Bere Regis  Woman’s Institute 
on how she has kept the long family 
tradition of smocking alive 

My Mother did a lot of smocking her name was 

Rosalie Andrews, (Sally holds up a beautifully 

smocked baby romper suit in white with a blue 

smocked yoke) and says “this is 47 years old and 

belongs to Steven my son, there are lots of different 

stitches involved in smocking there is the rope, 

chevron, feather stitching and waving diamond” 

Sally holds up another lovely sample this time a dress 

belonging to Andrea Cheeseman , she recalls “ 

Mother and I  did have an old hand sewing machine 

but we preferred to do everything by hand. We then 

got 

t o 

see Sally’s Mother Rosalie’s 

work this was beautiful, she had 

used the woodman’s stitch and 

made a milk sop a kind of 

smock top worn be people in 

years gone by to milk the cows 

it was very patched with the 

amount of  wear it had seen 

but the needle craft on it was 

exquisite. 

Sue Skinner nee McDonald 
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All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

recalls going to the WI hut for 

sewing lessons with Mrs Hall I 

was about seven or eight and 

I worked a sampler and then 

we entered them in the flower 

show that they used to hold 

on Court Green. 

This old country traditional skill 

has been passed down from 

generation to generation in 

Sally’s Family from Mrs Hall on 

to her daughter Rosalie, then 

on to her daughter Sally. In the 

days of Grannie Hall there would have been no electricity and often the most 

intricate items would have been completed by candle light. 

Sally recalled how her mother would do work for Mrs Rene Bere the Vicars wife , 

who also had a craft class running at the now Old Vicarage in this photos you 

can see some of the pupils who have made impressive  wicker work and a lot are 

wearing hand stitched smocks.  

 

61 

June 2020 

 

a dignified and handsome monument. It will be more than gratifying to the 

relations of the Fallen to know that over 300 parishioners have subscribed.” 

Finally, the Parish Magazine for January 1920 reported: 

“The War Memorial, a Cross of Purbeck Stone, standing some fourteen feet high, 

was unveiled by Captain Hon. R.E. Erne-Erle- Drax on the afternoon of Sunday 22nd 

December. It was a very impressive scene and the ceremony was witnessed by a 

large attendance. In unveiling the Memorial, Captain Ernle-Erle-Drax laid stress on 

the need of remembering the position the England had won for herself during the 

War. He then spoke of the men who had laid down their lives for their King and 

Country reminding us that we had no record of those who had left the village  in 

former centuries to fight under famous leaders but that by means of this memorial 

the names of those from Bere Regis who had fallen in the war would be 

preserved... those who had given their lives in discharge of their duty had had not 

perished forever  but had entered into immortality.” 

Brief details are given on the memorial of their military and naval units, a decision 

taken when the memorial was first created in 1919 which has proved so helpful to 

subsequent researchers.  

The memorial is listed as a Grade II listed monument and is described in the listing 

as follows: 

“A simple cross head and tapering chamfered shaft, probably of Portland stone, 

set upon a square plinth. It stands on a base of three steps. The inscription on the 

plinth runs around the four sides and reads: `IN GRATEFUL MEMORY / OF THOSE 

WHO GAVE THEIR / LIVES FOR THEIR COUNTRY / 1914-19 (surname and regiment)'. 

Those who lost their lives in the Second World War are commemorated on a 

separate stone fixed to the steps on the north side of the memorial. It is inscribed: 

`1939-1945 / (surname and regiment).” 

The reason for listing is given as: 

“It is a modest but eloquent witness to the impact of tragic world events on this 

community. It has group value with the adjoining church which is listed at Grade 

I.” 

The memorial is thought to have been designed and made by Haysoms, the 

Purbeck quarry owners and stonemasons, using stone from the Portland Beds 

which outcrop in Purbeck. 

 

There are two mysteries connected to the memorial which will be explained in 

Part 2 of this article next month.’  

Phil Ventham  01929 471215 
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something of the kind?’ Anyway, that is a third idea, 

and it is sure that there ought to be a sort of 

Y.M.C.A. for the men to look upon as their own.” 

There was no national guidance given on what 

form a community memorial should take or what 

the criteria for inclusion of names should be. The 

result is the huge variety and forms of memorials in 

the United Kingdom – and abroad - ranging from 

memorial hospitals and village halls, to church, 

chapel, workplace, school and college memorials, 

to the many simple graveyard monuments. In some 

cases, the same man is commemorated on a 

number of different memorials, reflecting the 

difficulty mentioned in the Vicar’s letter. 

In Bere Regis, the matter was raised at a Public 

Meeting called by the Parish Council in the Drax Hall on 9 May 1919 under the 

Chairmanship of Mr. Pitt Tozer, the Vice Chairman of the Council. The meeting 

made two resolutions: 

1. That such a memorial should be erected 

2. That the Chairman and Vice Chairman...and the Vicar should meet and 

appoint a Committee to go thoroughly into the matter, and report later on 

to a general meeting. 

The following month, the July 1919 Parish Magazine reported: 

“Two very largely attended Meetings were held in the Drax Hall last month to 

arrange for the erection of a Memorial to the Sailors and Soldiers from this parish 

who have fallen during the War. On June the 16th the Meeting was absolutely 

unanimous in agreeing that a Cross, inscribed with the names of the Fallen should 

be erected in the Churchyard. The Cross will stand facing Church Lane on the 

Western side of the public footpath so that it can be seen from the main road. 

A committee, comprising one near relative of each fallen man, with one or two 

others, is to be responsible to the design...  We trust that the relations of those, 

whose names are to be on the base of the Cross, will feel that the memorial really 

has a twofold object, first to commemorate the Fallen and, secondly to express 

real and deep sympathy for themselves, upon whom the sorrows of the War have 

come so heavily.” 

The Parish Magazine for August 1919 reported: 

“Another important step has been made towards the erection of the War 

Memorial and that is the collection of sufficient money for the purpose... we may 

state that here that upwards of £150 has come in, and that is sufficient to provide 
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy Cancelled 

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup Cancelled 

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup Cancelled 

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup  

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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When I wrote the article for the May Magazine, it was 

with the hope that better news would be forthcoming 

for the next issue but sadly, that is not the case and 

there is no relaxation of the lockdown rules for those of 

us over the magic cut-off line of “Three score years and 

ten”. 

Phil and I have spoken to, or left messages for all the members of the Club in the 

last week or so, and I am glad to report that everybody has escaped the 

dreaded plague so far, and that they are being helped by many lovely people, 

unless they are the ones doing the helping! 

A friend has sent me photocopies of the Bere Regis Parish Magazine from 

November 1972.  The AUTUMN LEAVES report is as follows: 

“The first meeting was a success with 47 people arriving and being 

welcomed at the door by Mrs Jeeves.  Dr Boyd kindly declared us 

officially started, which was well photographed by Mr Day. 

Following Tea and refreshments everyone had a piece of cake, which 

was kindly made by Mrs Lewis’ sister.  A raffle was held and also other 

spontaneous prizes were given.  The last 15 minutes was given to a sing-

song of old tunes with Mrs Jeeves playing the piano.  Please note all 

future meetings will now be held at the Youth Club Hut.” 

Those of you who are good at arithmetic will have now worked out that 1972 was 

48 years ago, so our 49th Birthday Tea as shown in our Calendar is a little bit 

premature!! 

When we are able to start meeting again, I will make sure everybody knows 

about it and I think we should have our usual tea and just let everyone catch up 

on their experiences of enforced confinement.  Following Kath’s death we have 

been given her photograph albums of Autumn Leaves and the Woodbury Hill 

Singers, which I will bring for everyone to see. 

I look forward to that day and send best wishes to all. 

SDB 

We are very saddened to hear of the sudden death of our Dear Friend Sally 

Cheeseman.  Her cheerful presence will be much missed by all of us. 

AUTUMN LEAVES  
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 Beavers 

Beavers have continued to watch YouTube videos 

of Turtle doing activities during the lockdown - we 

have been baking cakes and scones, making 

bunting for VE Day celebrations, finger braiding, 

origami, throwing games and wildlife photography.   

We took a look at heraldry and drew dragons for St. George's Day, and continue 

to work towards badges!  Another virtual sleepover is happening at the end of 

May, where we will all camp in our own gardens or house, with joint activities that 

we can all do separately.  These are strange times, but I am proud of how the 

Beavers have responded with energy, kindness and enthusiasm for all that 

lockdown life offers.  Well done Beavers, keep it up! 

Turtle, Liz Teather, Beaver Scout Leader, 471216 

 

 

THE PARISH WAR MEMORIAL AND AN 
UNRESOLVED MYSTERY (PART ONE) 
How the sacrifices of the men who died in the Great War were to be 

commemorated was mentioned several times in the Parish Magazine. In March 

1919, for instance, the Vicar, the Reverend Montague Bere, (that his surname was 

the same as the Parish in which he officiated is pure co-incidence), who was still 

serving abroad as a chaplain in the Army, wrote in the newsletter he sent home 

each month: 

“...what form is our parochial war memorial going to take? ...the more the matter 

is discussed and talked over, before any formal meeting is held, the better. I have 

heard that one idea, popular at Bere Regis, is to complete the Vestry screen... 

Panels could be placed in the new part with the names of the fallen, or perhaps 

of all parishioners who have served, though I think it would be difficult to settle in 

some cases, who is or is not a parishioner. 

On the other hand, some may advocate an outdoor memorial. Many of the men 

who have served in France would, I expect, like the idea of an out-of-door 

Calvary. 

A few weeks ago I was talking to a Major in the Hospital with me, about the 

subject, and he said ‘why don’t you put up a Mens’ Club, a Y.M.C.A. or 

 BERE REGIS SCOUT GROUP 



58 

June 2020 

 

 

Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 

DRAX HALL  

While we are unable to meet at the hall it seemed a 

perfect opportunity to have the decorators in so that 

when we eventually get back it will be a new clean fresh 

environment. 

We have done our best to brighten up the outside of the 

building thanks to Jade Hart and her art work on the 

windows. 

Also thanks to Liz and Mike Farley who are sorting out the 

flower containers and Eileen Spraklen who has make some curtains for in the 

Foyer. 

The defibrillator  outside the hall is still available for use and is regularly checked. 

We are aware that some organisations will have paid up front for a year rental, 

however it would be great to use this to help to pay the decorating cost and the 

other costs that we still need to pay out, but if you do need a refund please do let 

us know and we will pay you back. 

 

DRAX 

HALL 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

Covid-19 and business closures 

When the Government brought in new business closure rules alongside social 

distancing Local Authorities were given the responsibility to help ensure businesses 

complied with the new restrictions. Across Dorset, the Council’s Trading Standards 

team have led on this with regard to non-food businesses, working together with 

environmental health officer colleagues focussing on food business.   

Trading Standards provides trusted and tailored advice to local business on a 

wide range of business law. That helps businesses to grow in Dorset, which in turn 

improves our local economy. Consumers can be confident then too that Dorset 

businesses trade in a fair and safe way. Being asked now to ensure many Dorset 

businesses are closed during Covid-19 is not something that comes naturally to us.  

The law on business 

closure, and other 

measures to control 

Corona virus spread, 

came into effect very 

quickly. The Trading 

S t a n d a r d s  t e a m 

immediately set up 

processes for working at 

home with all staff working 

in that way. Our advice to 

business moved to phone 

conversations and email.  

Not all businesses have had to close and there have understandably been 

concerns and questions as to what the closure rules mean. Working closely with 

environmental health colleagues Trading Standards have been advising 

businesses on the new closure rules as they have developed. Environmental 

health officers have also had responsibility for advising on social distancing 

measures within certain business premises that are still legally open but where 

concerns have been highlighted.  

 

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

The new law gave us a range of enforcement powers and we have support from 

Dorset Police if needed. We were given a Penalty Notice option too but so far 

Dorset Council Trading Standards have not had to use them. Instead business 

compliance has been achieved in the main by simply talking with business about 

what the closures mean to them. Some businesses have been able to diversify, or 

trade in different ways, and Trading Standards have encouraged and supported 

them with advice so they can do that legally and safely.       

The law will change and adapt as Government review what is and isn’t working 

well, and it’s likely to have changed since writing this article. Rest assure that 

Trading Standards will continue to adapt too, fulfilling our duties in helping keep 

businesses trading legally and people safe.  

Dorset businesses can speak with a Dorset Council Trading Standards business 

advisor on 01305 224702, or find information by visiting www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
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POP IN PLACE NEWS 

Thank you  

Thank you to everyone who is kindly donating food to the 

Food Bank there is a box in the Spar Shop  Bere Regis you 

are able to leave donations in  the Shop at Brianstpuddle 

and at  the box at the Village Hall Bere Regis. 

We have had a donation from Lidl in Dorchester and food from the villagers in 

Brianstpuddle  plus some very generous donations form Bere Regis  villagers too.  

The Pop In Place continue to run a food parcel project through this difficult time. 

The parcel will only contain long life food tins and packets but can be helpful in a 

time of crisis If you are struggling and need one of these delivered please email 

popinplace@gmail.com or telephone 01929 472023 

Thank you to Jo Bruce and Jo and Claire Syrett   and  Paul Bennett who are 

helping to run this initiative.  

 

Tea and Biscuits Parcels  

We have delivered over 80 parcels of tea and biscuits with inspirational quotes 

and children’s art work to boost morale of those living alone,. Thank you to 

everyone that was involved in this from donating the items, to art work or 

delivering, it was a great community effort and very well received. If anyone was 

missed please do let me know and we will deliver them a parcel straight away.    

 

Community KNITTING  

Please do keep knitting as it 

will be a useful pastime 

during isolation, we can also 

send good quality knitted 

items to the hospices  and 

charities to sell on their craft 

stalls to raise money. You 

can make a change from 

squares and knit a toy or a 

cardigan if you wish 

whatever we are given we 

will put them to a worthy use.  

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 

 

 

http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
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BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

Although we have missed our usual monthly meetings at 

the Village Hall, the Archaeology Section has not wasted 

any time in accelerating our search for artefacts in the 

Parish. Working either separately or nearby with social-

distancing being observed, so far in 2020, we have carried 

out twenty searches. This has been to determine the 

variety of finds in specific locations and has yielded almost 

6,000 items on the surface so far, bringing the total of finds at Bere Regis since the 

project started to over 23,000 items. 

In addition to those items we have also found part of an unknown sunken ancient 

track-way about 3,000 years old, part of a quern-stone which is probably late-

Roman or early "Dark-Ages", more details of the origin of the name of "Bere", a 

piece of Romano-British pottery with somebody's name painted on in glaze, the 

site of a previously unknown copper mine pit and the associated green-stone 

(Copper Carbonate) debris-field, and what seems to be an ancient "sacred 

pool", all of which are not very far from the village centre up to about three-

quarters of a mile distant. 

There will be no shortage of material 

for discussion and showing of finds 

when we do all get back together 

again. By then there will probably be 

even more finds and discoveries to 

help us understand the importance of 

our village. 

Included here is a photo of Romano-

British pottery found recently, a piece 

with beautifully decorated rim pattern 

made with somebody's fingers about 

1,800 years ago. 

Can you give a five, ten or fifteen 

minute talk on something local that 

would interest our members? There is 

no pressure and lots of cheerful friendliness at our meetings and all are welcome 

when we get back to normal after this pandemic has gone away. 

John Pitfield, Project Secretary 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

In the May issue we included the first extract from Bill Lucas’s charming little book 

‘Dorset Born’.  

Bill was headmaster at a  school in Barnstaple during his working career and was 

born and brought up in his early years around the time of the first world war in my 

house at the top of Barrow hill.  Now in the second extract we can read about 

what life was like in his childhood home which he describes in a very entertaining 

way, 

Tony Bates 

THE STORY OF CHILDHOOD IN BERE REGIS 

IN THE YEARS AROUND THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR  -  PART 2 
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nominated “Charity Of The Year”, where they generate a large sum for a local 

worthy cause each year.  Crossways Travel has worked with one simple home 

truth about sales; it’s cheaper to retain customers than find new ones, and the 

ethos runs through the fabric of the tours it runs. The care package on all their 

tours includes the tour manager being available 24 hours a day to give the 

passengers complete peace of mind. 

The breadth of tours offered by Crossways Travel is probably similar to many 

coach tour operators but as with much of life, the devil is in the detail. Firstly, 

Crossways Travel books some pretty classy hotels and every single tour is put 

together from scratch with 

pride and passion.  Most of 

the tours have come initially 

a s  s u g g e s t i o n s  f r o m 

customers and therefore you 

can quite often find things in 

their brochure that you 

cannot find anywhere else, 

for example their unique 9 

day holiday tour taking in 

both Orkney and Shetland 

Isles this September.  They say 

you can never have too many ideas and always welcome new suggestions from 

existing and new customers.  They operate a large selection of Day Excursions 

and also Holidays within the UK and Europe, recently completing a very bespoke 

tour all the way to Estonia & The Baltics.   

To encourage repeat bookings, and reward regulars, the customers get a loyalty 

card which they get stamped, once for a day trip, twice for a tour, and when 

they've clocked up ten stamps, they get £30 off a tour. 

Crossways Travel has been a huge success for Matt and Kadi, principally because 

they pour their hearts and hard work into it, attention to detail is everything.  The 

huge admiration they get in testimonials suggests they are getting everything 

right. In particular, the Baltic trip to celebrate the first ten years garnered some 

impressive praise. 

With the current crisis we are all facing Matt & Kadi are busy contacting their 

customers to rearrange tours and working hard to produce a very special 

brochure for 2021 – available from August.  Because they run the business from 

home, although the coaches are not out at the moment they are still very much 

available to speak to customers at any time. 

If you are looking for a well planned Day Excursion or Coach Holiday, fully 

escorted by a friendly, professional crew, on board a luxury coach then why not 

give them a call for their latest brochure on 01305 851697 or check out their 

website www.crosswaystravel.co.uk 

 

Amazing bumper Estonian tour 

http://www.crosswaystravel.co.uk/
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Turning your 'hobby' into a business is a big step, and one which Matt and Kadi 

Crocker faced ten years ago when charity work overtook their working life. They 

took the plunge, and haven't looked back.  It takes some bottle to hand in your 

notice on a well paid job and dive into coach tours to make a living especially 

when there are thin margins and a lot of stress in running tour programmes. 

Matt and Kadi Crocker came to coach touring just over ten years ago, in an 

evolutionary process which took them from raising money for local charities to 

becoming Crossways Travel; to carving a niche for high quality coach tours, within 

the local community.  

It all started back in 2009 when they decided to run a few day trips by coach 

from Crossways for the local residents 

on a not for profit basis with all excess 

money going to local charities, 

eventually they got to a situation in 

which they had a pot of money, and 

were making loads of donations to 

local causes. The trips carried on 

getting busier and busier and they 

started adding more and more pick 

ups including Bere Regis and many of 

the other local villages,  As time went 

on it become apparent that they 

could not continue to run the trips 

and carry on working and so after 

about 3 years both Matt and Kadi gave up there well paid jobs, Matt on the 

railway and Kadi as a teacher and turned their enterprise into a business. 

Crossways Travel has now become a household name with so many people and 

they offer a very personal service, from the initial booking, right through to the 

journey itself.  Every coach is 

double manned with an 

experienced driver and a 

professional Tour Manager, 

often either Matt or Kadi and 

all tours have on board toilet 

and a range of refreshments 

available to purchase during 

your journey.   

Crossways Travel haven't 

forgotten where their roots lie 

though and to this day have a 

A HISTORY OF CROSSWAYS TRAVEL                             

 

Our 10th birthday party last September 

 

Refreshments on all day excursions or holidays 
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This is so easy yet wonderfully 

refreshing on a summers day. 

Serve with a few raspberries 

and a little shortbread. 

 4 tbsp caster sugar 

 200ml double cream 

 3 tbsp lime juice (about 

2 limes) 

 Zest of 1 lime 

 

Method 

Put the cream and sugar in a 

saucepan. Heat until just 

boiling,  Then boil vigorously 

for 2½mins while stirring constantly. 

Turn off the heat, stir in lime juice most of the zest and divide 

between 2 small pots or glasses. 

Chill for at least 2hrs (or overnight if you're making ahead) 

until set. 

Serve topped with a few raspberries and remaining zest. 
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