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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

15th  Salt and Pepper Club 
 

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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Our Vision:  
To make Christ’s love 

known in the world today 

and to live out his teaching 

A LETTER FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

THE PARISHES of BERE REGIS and AFFPUDDLE 

with TURNERSPUDDLE 

Our Mission:  
To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 

music and the arts; 
 

To encourage everyone in the 

Christian faith through example, 

learning and spiritual growth; 
 

To make our churches open and 

welcoming to all, and supportive of 

those in need; 
 

To challenge injustice at home and 

abroad and to balance our care for 

the environment. 

One of the things that I enjoy the 

most is looking at, being in or 

walking by the sea.  There’s 

something about the pull of the 

sea, and I don’t think we have any 

ancient mariners in our family, that 

refreshes and inspires me and 

leaves me ready to ‘fight another 

day’.  It was certainly one of the 

attractions that led me to this post 

and living in Bere Regis.  I’m 

pleased to say that it seems Zinnie 

also enjoys walking by the sea, she 

actually managed a paddle down at Ringsted Bay last week with no 

encouragement from me – a major step forward.  We have now found the lovely 

big National Trust car park at the top of the cliffs and if you get there reasonably 

early in the morning it’s not too busy.  When we walked down to the beach, we 

had it almost to ourselves – after seeing the pictures of the crowds at Lulworth 

and Durdle Door a couple of weekends before I felt very blessed.  This week we 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funerals 

 

St Laurence, Affpuddle 

29th May 2020  Amanda Parker 

 

St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

5th June 2020  Sally Cheeseman 

just walked the cliff tops, the views are spectacular, even with the sight of four or 

five cruise ships between us and Portland.  There’s always something to see and 

hear, seabirds swooping in and out of the cliffs, long grass moving gently in the 

breeze, insects being busy and waves lapping the shore.  It doesn’t matter how 

many times you go to the same spot there’s always something changing. 

On the beach itself the tide is never quite the same, the waves are never the 

same, and different things are washed up and left on the stones and sand.  The 

piles of stones will have probably changed, there will almost certainly be 

differences in the cliffs due to erosion, I can never get bored with the same bit of 

beach.   

It’s the same with village life, things may seem the same but there are always little 

changes.  As we begin to come out of lockdown, we’re hoping that we’ll be able 

to do more of the things we enjoyed in the past.  It’s quite likely though that we 

may have to do those things in slightly different ways, we will have to be more 

conscious of everyone’s safety and health. 

Sometimes we would just like time to stand still, especially when we are 

comfortable with life.  But, as the Preacher in the Old Testament Book Ecclesiastes 

says, there is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.  

People and circumstances change, and we must accept that, it is from these 

things that we learn and grow.  It’s good to know though, that through all the 

changes, be they good or bad, happy or sad, God is with us accompanying us on 

our journey.  God has all the time in this world and beyond to spend with us and 

it’s just because he loves us.   

With blessings, 

Sandra  
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 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 August  

11th Communibus  -  Groves Nursery and West Bay  

12th AL: Home Grown Entertainments, bring a pencil and a poem  

20th Salt and Pepper Club  

25th Communibus  -  Sidmouth  

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  
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Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 July  

7th Communibus  -  Portland Bill  

7th FG: Irene Hickson: Chelsea Gold  

8th AL: A speaker from Natural England  

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  New Forest Lavender  

 

ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 
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BISHOP’S LETTER 

From the Bishop of Ramsbury, 

Andrew Rumsey 

 

On a Good Day 

Among the songs I have listened to 

frequently during lockdown, one has 

been especially sustaining. It’s called On a Good Day, by Tim Keegan - a 

relatively unknown but gifted and perceptive songwriter. ‘On a good day’, he 

sings, ‘I can see through the clouds’, continuing: ‘the search for truth and love 

that brought me to here, will carry on – I’ve nothing to fear… on a good day’. It’s 

a deeply consoling tune and, like the best songs, a kind of advocate for how we 

might be feeling.  

Each of us needs to know that our life is understood in its highs and lows - and 

that, ultimately, we are known, heard and loved. The deep assurance of our faith 

is that this is indeed the case: the Holy Spirit, scripture assures us, not only brings 

the word of God alive to us, but also carries our voice to God in groans beyond 

speech. Our life is hid with Christ, just as his life is hid with us.  
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These long weeks of confinement have brought you, I’m sure, a mixed bag of 

experiences: some good days along with the bad – days when we have known 

the sun on our face and the wind of God at our back, as the Celtic blessing puts 

it. As we embark upon the next season of this unforgettable year, may you know 

God’s company and comfort - and a renewed hope that ‘those who go out 

weeping, shall return with songs of joy’. 

+Andrew Ramsbury 

CHURCH NEWS 

When will Bell Ringing resume? 

Although the restrictions  imposed nationally to combat 

coronavirus are being gradually eased, it is not at all clear 

when we will be able to restart group bellringing. 

At present a single designated person is allowed to ring one 

bell under controlled and very restricted circumstances. 

The ongoing need for social distancing and other preventative measures to avoid 

Covid-19 pose particular problems for our Bere Regis bell ringers owing to the 

space restrictions in the bell tower and the physical activity that is involved. 

We have received very detailed and well thought through information from the 

Central Council for Church Bell Ringers (CCCBR) who have worked with highly 

qualified medical practitioners who are also themselves bell ringers and so 

understand the problems. We are using this information to formulate our own 

plans for how we might get ringing again, once that is allowed, minimising risks to 

ringers and congregation. 

For the moment these remain just plans which we are discussing and updating as 

circumstances change. But to give you an idea, we think we could see a way to 

resume ringing for services using in the first instance no more than 4 bells, rung by 

4 rota nominated ringers, and employing PPE, antiviral cleansing agents, and very 

controlled entry and exit procedures. There would be no weekly practices, and so 

regretfully for the time being we will not be able to train any new ringers. 

When we have both approved procedures and authority to resume ringing we 

will let you know through this magazine and the church notice boards. 

Meanwhile, we wish you all well and urge you to keep up the precautions! 

BERE REGIS BELLRINGERS 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Let 

Angie Talbot 472483 19 Bladen Valley angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  12 noon 

Briantspuddle Village Hall, 

in conjunction with Coffee 

Shop 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Would you like to do something for your community? 

We have a small 

group of church 

cleaners on a rota 

which has had to be 

suspended during 

Lockdown, but will be 

restarted as the 

church reopens for 

p r i va t e  w o r s h i p 

i m m i n e n t l y . 

Unfortunately many of 

our volunteers have 

had to leave due to 

a g e ,  i n f i r m i t y , 

shielding (and sadly, 

death). 

We do need new cleaners/dusters. We have a beautiful church we can all be 

proud of, and it is very satisfying to see it clean, tidy, and sparkling. 

You do not have to be a church goer, several of us are not. 

We would like to welcome men, as we currently have few. The cleaning is no 

more physically demanding than it is in your own home. 

The commitment is small, you will probably clean twice a year for perhaps one to 

two hours a time. Usually during the week, daytimes when the church is already 

open 

We usually work in pairs, but if you want to clean alone, that’s fine. 

We’ll show you where everything is, and what we do. 

If you feel you would like  do this and can spare the time, please give me a ring as 

soon as possible on 471777 (so that I can get a new rota out ASAP!) 

Tina Walker 

 

CALLING ALL REASONABLY ABLE BODIED 
VILLAGERS!! 

 

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
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SANCTUARY FLOWER GUILD 

Dear Flower Arrangers 

 It would be nice to put an arrangement in the 

front of the Church, once the doors are open 

for private prayer. If you would be able to do an 

arrangement and are not shielding or have 

other restrictions, please would you let me 

know. 

 The arrangements will have to be complete at your home and will be collected 

and delivered to the Church. Also collected and returned to you at the end of 

the two weeks. 

Solo working is of course required. 

If you need Oasis, please let me know how much you require for your 

arrangement and I will get it delivered to you. 

The completed arrangement will be placed on a pedestal in front of the pillar 

facing the door. 

When I have received your replies, I will compile a new rota for the next few 

months, so if there are any dates when you will not be available please let me 

know. 

If you would like to talk to me, my number is 01929 472331 and would be happy to 

answer any of your questions. 

Diane 

 

14th June 2020 marked the 3rd Anniversary of the 

Grenfell Tower fire in North Kensington. A fire that 

claimed a known 72 lives, devastated many 

others and changed life for the community for 

ever. 

Due to the pandemic the usual Anniversary day 

of remembrance, solidarity and support from all 

over the Country had to be conducted online. 

Churches across London and the Country came 

72 TOLLS FOR GRENFELL 
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 
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SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 

Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280482 or  

07968 290333 
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together to toll 72 times at 6pm in honour and remembrance of the lost. 

I was so pleased and grateful to Rev Sandra and Adrian for being happy to do it 

so our church could take part. 

Anyone interested in supporting the Grenfell community when the Silent Walk 

resumes each month on the 14th or wishes to follow events in general please see 

their Facebook page Grenfell United. 

I regularly attend the Silent Walk so if anyone from our community needs 

information about attending do get in touch. 

Simon Goddard. 

RESUMPTION OF MOWING ROTA FOR 
AFFPUDDLE CHURCHYARD IN JULY 2020 

The churchyard mowing rota for Affpuddle will resume in July.  

I am extremely grateful to Roger Prideaux, Sandy Moriarty and William Smith for 

their solitary churchyard mowing carried out on their own initiative using their own 

equipment during the past weeks and months. It is entirely due to their hard work 

that the churchyard has been kept in its usual beautiful condition despite the 

difficult time that we have been going through.  

In order to maintain safe handling procedures for the use of the mowing 

equipment the following measures will be introduced and remain in effect until 

further notice: 

1.  When you wish to mow the churchyard please contact me on my mobile 

telephone 07790 033596 to arrange a time to be let into the container. 

2.  Sanitising spray and paper towels will be kept inside the container and are to 

be used to clean the points of contact, handles etc, on all the equipment to be 

used. Sanitising is to be carried out before and after using the mowing equipment.  

3.  Let me when you have finished mowing and I will ensure that all mowing 

equipment has been sanitised and the container locked. 

It is completely understood that some individuals may be unwilling to resume 

mowing until the COVID-19 crisis is over and I only ask that they let me know if this 

is the case. 

Stephen Sanderson 

The mowing rota for July is as follows: 
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Mowing Rota 

  Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 

22 Jun – 5 Jul Alec 

Armitage  

Richard Hall Campbell De 

Burgh 

Richard Talbot 

6 – 19 Jul  Chris Parker Robin Snaith Allan Smith Marek Cropper 

20 Jul – 2 Aug 

  

Andy Smith Mike Menzies Adam 

Hallmark 

Ben Bunnell 

ST LAURENCE, AFFPUDDLE 

St Laurence’s is open for private prayer 

two days a week. Sunday and 

Wednesday between 10.00 and 4pm.  

Elizabeth Whately 
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

there is a couple of pieces of material 

left! Material, thread and a needle can 

be picked up from the Village Hall 

during opening times of the Village Shop 

or a pack can be made up and 

delivered to you if you get in contact 

w i t h  t h e  p a r i s h  h e l p l i n e  a t 

parishhelpline@gmail.com or 07745 

796118. We have had everyone from 

complete novices to experienced 

embroiders get involved so don’t panic 

if you have never picked up a needle 

before! Don’t forget to attach your 

name when you drop them off so that 

we can make sure everyone gets 

credit  

 Thank you so much to everyone who 

has got involved and I can’t wait to see 

the end product!  

Amelia Chorley 

 

 

mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
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is a chance to try out a different author or perhaps something you wouldn’t 

normally read.  We are pleased to welcome new customers; the Book-Let is 

open to everyone. 

The plant stall held recently, organised by Jenny Lightfoot, Jenny Beedle and 

Andy Smith, raised over £175. Many thanks to Andy for his enthusiasm and help, 

and thanks to all those who donated plants and attended on the day.  

During this difficult time 

the Community Group 

has been helping 

support the Village Hall, 

as the hall has no 

income, by selling 

preserves, homemade 

cakes, fruit crumbles and 

plants. All the money 

raised from the sale of 

these items, in addition 

the money raised by 

Book-Let has paid for the 

redecoration of the 

village hall kitchen and Diamond Jubilee room. Thank you to everyone who 

bought our produce both during the lock-down and over the past year.  

Unfortunately at the time of writing we have no idea when we will be able to 

resume our activities, if all goes well and when corona virus situation has 

improved considerably, this may be in the autumn – we will keep you posted. 

Angie Talbot,  Briantspuddle Community Group  

 

THE PARISH IN PICTURES 

I am currently working on a project called 

‘The Parish in Pictures’ in which members of 

the parish are embroidering 5 inch squares 

which we will attach together and create a 

memoir of this unusual time which can be 

hung up in Briantspuddle Village Hall 

alongside the WI’s 1916 Tapestry.  

A big thank you to everyone getting involved! 

We currently have 30+ squares being 

embroidered! If you would like to get involved 
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OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 
BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  visiting  

preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays 6.00pm  Youth Club for young people aged 11-17 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

All these meetings are currently suspended due to Covid 19, but hopefully 

restrictions might be eased before the end of July.  Each Sunday morning at 10.30 

there is a sermon available on YouTube, and all the sermons  are on our website 

www.bereregischapel.org 

 

The Bible, a life changing book 

At last it looks as if lockdown restrictions are 

being eased, and it is now possible to meet 

up with a small number of other people in 

gardens, still maintaining social distancing 

guide lines.  Many have come up with 

innovative ways to fill their time over these 

last months, but an obvious solution was to 

watch all those old DVDs that have been left 

on shelves for months, or even years.  I don’t 

know how many readers are Agatha Christie 

fans, but even if you are not, I think that most 

people have heard of Poirot, her famous 

detective, and David Suchet who brought 

this unusual character to life.  David Suchet is 

a very accomplished actor who has played many roles throughout his career, but 

Poirot, who he played for thirteen years,  is perhaps his biggest success.  

David Suchet spent many years searching for meaning to life, and he looked at 

the teachings of all the major religions.  It was not until he began reading the Bible 

that his search ended.  He says that it was while reading Romans chapter 8, that 

he understood the good news of sins forgiven through the death of Jesus on the 

cross, and the new life that Jesus gives to those who commit their lives to Him.  It 

was a life changing experience that happened many years ago, but his faith in 

Jesus is still as strong as ever. 

 

http://www.bereregischapel.org
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The more he read the Bible, a desire to record the whole of the Bible onto CD 

became stronger and stronger.  The project was a massive challenge, and the 

commitment of time and energy huge, as are the artistic demands.  He felt 

privileged to experience the sweep, depth and variety of the Scriptures. 

The recording of the New International Version of the Bible was finally completed 

in 2014.  The running time of the CDs is a total of 83 hours!  He says, “Read and 

listen, or just listen,”   

Many people know a little about the Bible, the stories of Noah and the Ark, David 

and Goliath, and the birth, life and death of Jesus for example.  But few people 

have read all of the Bible, even Christians who regularly attend church.   Listening 

to the Bible being read by someone like David Suchet brings it to life in a new 

way, and I would certainly recommend it, so that you too can know the depth 

and variety of the Scriptures, and also hear God speaking to you through them.   

There is nothing like knowing that God has spoken to you, bringing comfort and 

guidance, something we all need during the difficult days that we are facing. 

 

Just a Smile 

 

True Stories 

One Sunday morning I was on sidesman’s duty at our Methodist Church.  We had 

a Christening with a crowd of relatives.  Just as the first hymn started two strangers 

came in.  I approached them with hymn books and said, “Are you with the 

Christening party?”  The man immediately replied,  

“No, I’m with the Woolwich.”! 

 

The following problem was set in an exam for police recruits. 

‘You are on the beat and you see two dogs fighting.  The dogs knock a baby out 

of its pram, causing a car to swerve off the road, smashing into the grocer’s shop.  

A pedestrian is seriously injured, but during the confusion a woman’s bag is 

snatched.  A crowd of onlookers chase after the thief, and in the huge build up of 

traffic the ambulance is blocked from attending the victim of the crash.  State in 

order of priority, your course of action?’ 

Recruit’s answer:  “Take off uniform and mingle with the crowd.” 

                                                                                                                      Joyce Healey 
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It’s also the time of year when we renew the 

100 club membership and so you should 

hopefully by now have received a mail shot 

encouraging you to join in with this 

opportunity to support your village hall and 

maybe win a little yourself along the way. If 

you join the 100 club, for.£10 per year gets 

you entered into the monthly draw where 

the lucky number pulled out of the bag 

received a £30 prize with several other 

prizes, some larger, being added to the Christmas draw.  

There will be many ways to pay and join in and if by any chance you haven’t 

received any information please contact me and I will be glad to help you get 

involved. It would be great if we could double the number of people taking part 

this year and bring some much needed funds into the hall accounts. The hall is in 

a reasonably good financial state but to be able to raise some money this way 

this year and keep us on track to keep the hall in the condition we all want it to be 

or better would really be great and so I hope you’ll all consider joining us in the 

100 club this year. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has volunteered in some way to help out 

during this strange time, we at the hall certainly wouldn’t have been able to offer 

as much help without you. There are to many to name but everyone of you 

however much or little you’ve been able to do are a valuable part of our 

community and we thank you all. 

Stay alert, stay safe, and here’s to being able to gradually do more things 

together. 

Stuart Chorley, Chairman village hall trustees, Schorley30@gmail.com 

Mobile number 07818078191 

 

BRIANTSPUDDLE COMMUNITY GROUP 

Hello to all our Coffee Shop customers, Let’s Lunch diners and Book-Let readers. 

We hope you are well and coping with the corona virus situation.   

As you are aware the corona virus has meant that for the time being Community 

Group activities have been rather restricted. We do miss our customers and the 

friendly buzz of everyone enjoying themselves and catching up with friends at all 

our events.   

However there is plenty of good news – the Book-Let is now open every day of the 

week in the Village Hall so you never need to be without a book to read and now 

mailto:Schorley30@gmail.com
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Three months in and we seem to be adapting to a 

new way of living  one which I, for one, hope is not 

as long lasting and permanent as some would 

have it. The changes to our lives allowing us to 

meet up with other members of our families and 

friends albeit distanced and in small groups has made a huge difference to our 

general well being, but for those whose families are too far away for a day trip the 

pain and frustration continues. 

I’ve felt very privileged to be able to be at the village hall every day meeting up 

with friends and neighbours and being able to share a few moments each day 

hopefully making life a little easier for each other day by day. The hall continues 

to be a hub of collecting, delivering, and communicating while people wait to be 

able to use the shop and post office which continues to meet more and more 

people’s needs. 

We are glad to be able to give this provision to the whole community and will 

continue to seek to help out as long as the need remains. 

Also as lockdown eases and more activities are allowed we at the village hall are 

hoping to be able to offer a little more in the way of somewhere to have a coffee 

and a chat, we must wait for government advice that it’s safe to do so and by 

the time you read this hopefully that will be happening, enabling us to make a bit 

more use of the open space outside and eventually to be able to slowly make 

more use of the other facilities we have in a way that enables us all to spend a bit 

mire time with each other catching up in a more relaxed manner. 

As the hall hasn’t been able to be available for hire most of this year so far we are 

looking at how to continue looking after it and have it ready for when we can all 

use it properly again, the kitchen jubilee room and lobbies are all now decorated 

and the main hall will follow soon.  

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

of the parish. I am somewhat biased as she’s my daughter but I think everyone will 

agree she’ll be missed by us all when she leaves to go to college in September. If 

you’re in the shop on the 11th don’t forget to wish her a happy birthday – she’s 

working that day!. 

And so for now I will close with a thank you for your custom, whether it’s the odd 

pint of milk, a regular newspaper, or a weekly shop, you help to make a difference 

to our parish by supporting this valuable facility. 

Ali Chorley, Chair of The Friends of Briantspuddle Post Office and Village Shop 
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Sally Cheeseman 

 

Sally’s son Steve has sent 

us this tribute from his 

mother’s funeral 

 

Rev. Williams Words - 

It’s always hard when we lose 

the people we love, but it 

must make it more so when 

we live on the other side of the world, have a global pandemic added in and 

have to say our goodbyes at a distance.  It’s so sad that Steve can’t be with 

us physically today, but I know he will be thinking about his Mum as we lay her 

to rest.   

As you’ve already heard Steve has chosen the readings and wants me to 

make this tribute on his behalf. 

 

My Words – 

As many people will know my dear Mum passed away recently.  I have been 

overwhelmed with everyone’s kind words and the lovely things that have 

been said about Mum.  It shows how much people in Bere thought of her.  

Mum loved living in the village and everything about village life, Bere life.   

Mum was a wonderful character in the village, I have such fond memories of 

her when I was at school, then Sunday School going through to older school 

and then playing football and cricket for Bere with Mum cheering me on from 

the sidelines.  I was trying to think of all the activities, 

clubs and volunteering that Mum did over the years 

and it was a long list.  I remember Mothers’ Union, 

Bere Wives Group, Women’s Institute (she was their 

longest serving Member).   She also carried on the 

tradition of smocking.  

Mum also worked with the church, cleaning the 

brass, changing the flowers, delivering Parish 

Magazines and generally being a major part of the 

OBITUARIES 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE SHOP  -  NOT 
JUST FOR COVID 19 

The last 12 weeks, Saturday and Sunday mornings 

have found me stood outside the village shop helping 

to maintain social distancing and ensuring only one in 

the shop at a time. But it has been so much more than 

that.. it’s been a chance to get to know so many 

people from across the parish. To talk about what’s 

“not” happening, where we “haven’t” been, who we 

“haven’t” seen. But also to hear tales of years gone by 

and hopes for the future. It has been a privilege.  

The shop continues to be well supported. We continue 

to buy fresh fruit and veg from the market on Wednesdays and Fridays – cry’s of 

“who ever thought you’d be able to buy an Aubergine in the village shop” can 

be heard. 

We have started working with Curtis’ Butchers of Wareham for meat and have a 

wide range of cooked and uncooked meats in the shop. You might also want to 

take up the opportunity to order meat and have it delivered. And we are selling 

lovely bread and cakes from the Italian bakers in Wareham primarily at 

weekends. 

We are one of few shops in the area stocking 

watercress from The Watercress Company which is 

extremely popular. 

If you have any ideas for products you’d like to be 

able to buy from the shop please let us know. If you’re 

new to the area you may not realise the shop is a 

Community Benefit Society and is run entirely by 

volunteers. Using the shop regularly allows us to stock 

lots of fresh produce. You might also like to consider 

volunteering to help. It’s not just shop/counter staff we 

need. You might prefer to go and collect Veg and Eggs from the market or meat 

from the butchers. 

During June, Brian and Shelagh Balls retired from running their shop in 

Puddletown. They have been huge supporters of Briantspuddle Village shop since 

it opened and have served us well with Newspapers, bread and confectionary. 

On behalf of Briantspuddle Village Shop and its customers we would like to say 

“thank you” and “we wish you a long and happy retirement”. 

Another “retirement” this month is Eloise who turns 18 on the 11th July and so will 

be stopping her weekend shifts in the shop to make room for younger members 
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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church whether helping or part of the congregation.  I think Mum 

loved living so close to the church, which as we know is a beautiful 

church with lots of history. 

As a Grandparent, Mum adored Imogen and Joe and we have great 

memories of the fun they had and the part Mum played in their upbringing. 

Mum will be so missed, may she rest in peace x 

 

Rev. Williams Words - 

Sally was a very loveable character, even in later life she joined in things, I 

met her in church and at services at Turberville Court.  She really enjoyed 

meeting the local Primary school children recently at the Drax Hall to talk 

about the history of village life and show some of her and her mother’s 

smocking.  And I’m sure you all have many special memories of Sally, 

memories that will hopefully make you laugh and be grateful that knew her, 

rather than be sad that you will see her no more.   

It’s an acknowledgement of 

how much Sally was loved and 

how much she meant to you 

that you are here today and 

that people lined the streets in 

the village that was so 

important to her to say their 

goodbyes.  And it’s because 

of that love that we feel a 

sense of grief at her death.  But 

that is a perfectly proper 

emotion to feel - a God-given 

way of expressing the depth of 

your feelings for Sally.  But 

through that grief there is hope, because in our bible 

reading Jesus knew that his end was near and he 

tried to comfort his grieving friends, he wanted them 

to know that life with him would carry on into the 

world to come.  

 

OBITUARIES 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER  -  VIRTUALLY 

Dorset is such a beautiful and wonderful place to 

live and work, and we are very lucky to have both 

the Jurassic Coast and areas of accessible 

heathland right on the doorstep.  However, as I 

write, we have recently had problems at the 

beautiful beaches of Lulworth and Durdle Door of 

overcrowding and antisocial behaviour. We have 

also had the devastating fire in Wareham Forest.  

These areas are normally extremely busy at this time 

of year and it is right to highlight how important 

visitors are to Dorset’s economy, which is highly 

dependent on tourism. It is also the case that many areas in Dorset, including 

other parts of our coastline have not experienced the same problems. The 

unusually hot weather has undoubtedly played its part too. 

I visited the fire site with 

the Chief Fire Officer to 

speak to the teams 

fighting the fire, and to 

see for myself the 

damage that was 

c a u s e d .  I t  w a s 

devastating to see our 

heathland scarred with 

burning, and I repeat 

their request that people 

should not have Bar-B-Qs 

or camp fires out in the 

open to prevent a 

r e p e a t  o f  t h a t 

fire.  However, even in a 

short number of days after the fire, nature was fighting back and green shoots 

could be seen through the ashes.   

I believe that it is right that we are gradually beginning to get back to normal, 

whilst maintaining the clear need to social distance. As more restrictions are 

lifted, and cases of Covid-19 continue to fall, there will be greater opportunity for 

people to spread out, visit other parts of our wonderful country, and lessen the 

burden on the one or two locations that have been in the headlines locally. This 

pandemic is both a health and economic crisis and with careful management it 

is possible to support Dorset’s vital tourism industry whilst keeping local people 

and tourists safe.  
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If you live within the parish and need any help coping with the restrictions caused 

by Covid19 please don't hesitate to contact the group through the parish 

helpline - email or phone below. We are aware that some people are reluctant 

to ask for help, but please know that our lovely volunteers are there to help you 

during these difficult times. 

In case anyone hasn’t heard, Amelia Chorely is working away at her new project 

- an amazing effort to produce an embroidery patchwork of the parish in 

pictures. Details are on the community website https://briantspuddle.info/the-

parish-in-pictures. Also Elizabeth Whatley’s incredible project to produce a VE 

day Scrapbook is practically complete although there are a few spare pages if 

anyone would like to send material in to her via the email below. More details on 

the website https://briantspuddle.info/ve-day-75-memories  

Contact details for the COVID-19 Response Group will remain unchanged 

throughout this crisis.   

Email: parishhelpline@gmail.com   Phone:07745 796 118 

David Griffith, Response Group Coordinator 

https://briantspuddle.info/the-parish-in-pictures
https://briantspuddle.info/the-parish-in-pictures
https://briantspuddle.info/ve-day-75-memories
mailto:parishhelpline@gmail.com
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PARISH RESPONSE TEAM 

It has been a while since lockdown restrictions came into force and things are 

starting to change, but our helpline and email address are still receiving requests 

for support from around 15 residents each week. In total we support 30 households 

who are still having to stay at home. As a small group of volunteers we have 

completed over 300 tasks, some such as prescription collections and food 

deliveries supporting more than one household. 

We also know that our residents value the follow up telephone calls our team 

makes. Without the support of the volunteers we will not be able to meet  these 

requests so although life is starting to get back to normal for some we really do 

need as many volunteers as possible to keep on supporting our community. With 

life for many getting back to a new normal, the difference for those who still have 

to isolate is made even more stark. 

Some of our volunteers have started to return to work, so the pool of available 

volunteers has shrunk, if your circumstances have changed over the last few 

weeks and you are able to join the 12 mobile volunteers who collect prescriptions 

and deliver food to vulnerable residents then please do let me know as we really 

do need your help. If you have any questions or need further information please 

use the email below to get in touch. 
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

My message is clear.  It is vital that we follow 

the latest advice, maintain social distancing 

for as long as is necessary and it is the 

responsibility of everyone, including tourists to 

stick to these rules.  Stronger restrictions are 

now in place for some hotspots, in order to 

limit visitor numbers, manage social distancing 

and monitor visitor behaviour.  It is also vital 

that we encourage people to take litter home 

with them and behave responsibly.  

I am pleased that the measures put in place 

over more recent weekends have worked 

well.  I meet regularly with Leaders of BCP and 

Dorset Council as well as the police and this 

matter has been understood and is a key 

priority.  I know that it will be carefully 

monitored and kept under close review as we 

approach the summer holidays.  

I continue to have virtual surgeries, so please do get in touch if you need 

support.  You can contact me via email michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or 

call my office on 01202 624216. I send out a regular email 

update – you can sign up on my website 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk where you can also find links to 

the latest coronavirus advice.  

 

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Letter to the Prime Minister 

The letter below was sent to the Prime 

Minister by the Leader of Dorset Council 

on June 1st on behalf of all of us; as of 

15th June we have not had a reply. 

 

Dear Prime Minister 

As Leader of Dorset Council, I am writing 

to you to express my serious concern 

about the disproportionate and negative impact the Guidance states to “travel 

to outdoor open space irrespective of distance” is having on areas like Dorset 

which are popular with visitors.   Dorset is within a single day’s travelling distance 

for visitors from London and the Midlands. 

Over the past weekend we have seen some extremely disappointing behaviour 

from visitors to Dorset’s beaches. The incidents at Durdle Door on Saturday 30 May 

placed a huge strain on our emergency services.  There have also been issues in 

other popular destinations across the county with excessive numbers of visitors not 

being able to observe social distancing.  We’ve seen littering, people urinating 

and defecating in public, people camping overnight and people having 

dangerous campfires and BBQs – despite extensive warnings against this from all 

local agencies. Council employees have been abused by members of the public 

as they tried to manage the traffic. 

I am acutely aware of how worried and upset many Dorset residents feel about 

the current situation, particularly when so many of them have complied fully with 

lockdown guidance, particularly, when the Dorset Council area had one of the 

lowest COVID19 infection rates in the country.  

My overriding priority throughout the COVID19 outbreak has been the safety and 

wellbeing of Dorset residents, and all decision making has been based on this. We 

at Dorset Council have done everything we can within the limited powers we 

have, to prepare for and respond to the situation.  For several weeks now we’ve 

been sending out a strong message that potential visitors should ‘think twice’ 

about coming to Dorset.  

However, since you announced on Sunday 10 May that lockdown was to be 

gradually eased and that people can “travel to outdoor open space irrespective 

of distance” and “you can sit on a beach”, both we and Dorset Police have had 

very limited powers of enforcement.   For example, since the recent guidance 

came into effect, the Police have no longer been able to challenge road users as 
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which Dorset Council is due to carry out. As a result, the bridge will be fully closed 

from the 13th July 2020 to the 21st August 2020. A diversion will be in place and 

further details are available on the Briantspuddle Community website under 

Council Notices. 

Councillors have been made aware that 

flies continue to be a nuisance in the local 

area.  It is thought that the increase in 

numbers is entirely due to the very wet 

winter that we have just experienced.  

Several deterrents to minimise flies were 

suggested including the use of lavender, 

ultraviolet fly traps, fly papers and swats. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will 

take place at 7pm on Wednesday the 8th 

July. Please check the Parish Council 

section of the Community Website nearer 

the time for the agenda and information about how to join the meeting. 

Residents wishing to raise issues may also contact the clerk in advance of the 

meeting if they prefer. 

Sue Jones, Chairman 

Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

The Parish Council meeting on 10th June was once again held remotely in order 

to comply with Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around 

movement and public gatherings are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all 

meetings remotely and only handing urgent business.  

Councillors discussed trees at The Hollow which seem to be unstable. Some 

appear to be on land which is not currently registered and as such they may be 

the responsibility of Dorset Council. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact 

Councillor Wharf as well as the Highways Team Leader for the area to discuss the 

problem and to agree a way forward. 

The Committee of Briantspuddle Village Shop and Post office have turned its 

attention to determine how best to continue to protect both volunteers and 

customers from the risk of contracting coronavirus.  The Parish Council received a 

request to use some of the its £1,275 Covid 19 grant from Dorset Council to fund 

the purchase of screens for the shop.  At its meeting Councillors agreed to use 

£275.87 of the grant to purchase this equipment. 

Councillors discussed how the site owned by the Parish Council might be used for 

the benefit of the whole community as lockdown eases.  Councillors are aware 

that a significant number of residents remain at particular risk to the effects of the 

virus.  As such Councillors see the use of the site as a way of offering parishioners 

an opportunity to socialise as safely as possible, in line with government guidance.  

The Parish Clerk will write to its tenants, The Village Shop, The Village Hall and 

Bladen Social Club inviting them to share their ideas for changing or expanding 

their current activities in support of parishioners as restrictions start to ease. 

Concerns have been raised about the floodplains across the parish (sometimes 

referred to as water meadows) being sold.  The perceived risk is that multiple new 

landowners may result in a change of use to this land, which is a protected area 

within the Conservation Area.  The Parish Council will monitor developments and if 

necessary, liaise with the planning enforcement team at Dorset Council and the 

Environment Agency.  

The bridge on Moor Lane in Briantspuddle requires structural maintenance work 
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to whether their journeys are essential. In other words, we have limited ability to 

deal with the large visitor numbers and issues like the lack of social distancing and 

the negative impact on local communities. 

Ahead of this announcement there was no communication with local councils 

about how we might manage this influx, including the need for car parking, public 

toilets and most importantly for beaches, the provision of Lifeguards.  I understand 

that concern was being raised by Ministers last week about the lack of Lifeguards – 

surely this is a conversation that should have happened before your 

announcement? 

All our public services are very stretched due to weeks of responding to the 

COVID19 outbreak and other major incidents such as the wildfire at Wareham 

Forest.  My plea to the government is to review the travel advice currently in place 

and instead ask people to “stay local”.  I am concerned that we will see a second 

wave of infection here in Dorset as a result of the high number of visitors to the 

area over recent days. I’m asking the government to act now to save the lives of 

Dorset residents. Please help us to help them by issuing a revised guidance telling 

people to stay local for the time being. 

We stand ready and waiting to work with the government but in order to do so, 

you need to engage far more closely with the local government sector to deliver 

the results we need for the country at this time.  

Yours sincerely 

Cllr Spencer Flower 

Leader 

cc: Richard Drax MP 

 Michael Tomlinson MP 

 Simon Hoare MP 

 Chris Loader MP 

 Sir Christopher Chope MP 

 

 Test and Trace 

Local authorities in the South West have been allocated over £22million to support 

the new Test and Trace service, as part of a £300million package for England. The 

funding will help communities to progress plans to reduce the spread of 

coronavirus in their area, building on the continued efforts to respond to the 

pandemic locally. 

A total of £22,669,395 has been allocated to the 14 county councils/unitary 

authorities in the South West of which Dorset received £1,287,650. 
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This is the government announcement… 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/local-authorities-across-england-receive-

funding-to-support-new-test-and-trace-service 

All the allocations can be found here… 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-test-and-trace-

service-support-grant/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant-

allocations 

 

Dorset Council's SEND Local Offer 

Dorset Council's Local Offer for children and young people from 0 to 25 years with 

special educational needs and/or disability (SEND) provides information, advice 

and support for children and their families is outlined in the link below. 

h t t p s : / / d o r s e t c o u n c i l . u s 1 . l i s t - m a n a g e . c o m / t r a c k / c l i c k ?

u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=49a54e35b7&e=16edcd53e6 

 

Bus Passes 

Dorset Council (DC) and 

bus operators had 

suspended the normal 

conditions for holders of 

an older persons’ or 

disabled persons’ bus 

pass in March, so that 

people were able to get 

to supermarkets that were 

opening early for the 

elderly and those ‘at risk’ 

o f  c a t c h i n g  t h e 

coronavirus. On Monday 

(15 June), the terms and 

conditions for these bus 

passes was reinstated to 

those that were in place 

before lockdown. This is to 

coincide with businesses 

and shops reopening and the resulting increase in people using public transport 

before 9.30am. People who are vulnerable to catching coronavirus due to age 

or underlying conditions will want to avoid these busy times. 
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WINTERBORNE VALLEY CROQUET CLUB 
OPENS 

Oldest club member opens 
play on new lawns in 
Winterborne Stickland 

Our oldest member, Tess Burt, was the 

first person to play on the new lawns, 

and this was on her birthday! Tess is the 

holder of a Croquet Association 

Diploma for services to croquet and has 

represented England in a women’s 

team in Australia.  

Winterborne Valley Croquet Club is an existing (renamed) club which has 

relocated to the Winterborne Stickland Sports and Community Club (WSSCC) from 

its previous site at Kingston Maurward, Dorchester. The support of WSSCC for the 

project has been superb. 

After a great deal of work what was a football pitch is now fit for playing croquet.  

The weather in 2020 has been a trial. 6 weeks of continuous rain prevented 

seeding, followed by (so far) 2 months of almost no rain after grass seeding. Then 

came the rabbits! A rabbit proof fence has been installed, 

Rabbit damage has limited the opening to one lawn instead of two but the 

second lawn should be playable also in the reasonably near future. 

The project has been accomplished with a generous grant from the local Solar 

Fund and also the Croquet Association. 

The strict application of social distancing requirements and, following advice, 

other precautions, means that only social play is possible at present. League 

matches and competitions will follow when the regulations allow. 

Membership is open and potential members may apply through the website 

(wvcroquet.co.uk), by e-mailing the club (wvcroquet@gmail.com) or by ringing 

Ian Harborow on 01305 266632 

Chair Tim Dennis said “We are delighted that play can now start on our new 

lawns. Without a generous grant from the local Solar Fund the project would have 

proved very difficult to accomplish. Following the latest lockdown changes we 

can now welcome new members with coaching available. We look forward to 

encouraging others locally to take part in this skilful, fascinating, and social sport.” 

Publicity Contact: Tim Dennis (Chair): timjdennis@btinternet.com: 01305 251338 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/local-authorities-across-england-receive-funding-to-support-new-test-and-trace-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/local-authorities-across-england-receive-funding-to-support-new-test-and-trace-service
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant-allocations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant-allocations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant/local-authority-test-and-trace-service-support-grant-allocations
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=49a54e35b7&e=16edcd53e6
https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=49a54e35b7&e=16edcd53e6
http://wvcroquet.co.uk
mailto:timjdennis@btinternet.com
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They are in very close touch (virtually) with a large number of artists, both solo and 

companies, of various kinds, as well as with bodies like the Arts Council, the 

National Rural Touring Forum, Action With Communities in Rural England and 

Dorset Community Action. They are doing a lot of hard thinking about possibilities 

for when this situation gradually eases. 

Thanks to them, many village halls have been alerted to the Retail and Hospitality 

Grant of £10,000 available from Dorset County Council. Now, they are asking for 

contributions to a project called ‘Tales from the village’, a series of articles about 

our rural Dorset villages: their past, their present, and their future. They are looking 

for photos (old and new) of your village, its people, buildings and history.  They 

want to hear fun facts, tall tales, folklore, points of historical interest, and true stories 

of your village and community. If you’d like to be involved with this project, please 

send relevant photos of your village/village hall with any accompanying stories or 

text to nicole@artsreach.co.uk along with your name, the name of your village 

and any other details you'd like mentioned in the article by 8th July 2020. 

Alternatively, send an email to the address above expressing your interest and 

Nicole will be in touch to hear your stories.  

Sarah Ryan, Artsreach volunteer promoter in Milborne St Andrew 
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 Over £100m paid to Dorset businesses in grants 

The Revenues and Benefits team in Dorset Council recently achieved a major 

milestone with the payment of over £100M to local businesses. This is a huge 

achievement and has provided a vital lifeline to support the local economy 

during this challenging time. This was a completely unprecedented job for 

Revenues and Benefits, and something that’s been done on top of ‘business as 

usual’.  

  

Local outbreak management plans 

Dorset Council (DC) now have to develop local outbreak management plans by 

the end of June and have now received £1.3m to the Public Health budget from 

government for this work. The plans will set out in detail how we will respond to 

potential local outbreaks, including care homes and schools, high risk settings 

(hostels, workplaces with particular risks), testing and tracing, intelligence and 

surveillance, and ensuring adequate local skills and capacity to respond. The 

plan will be delivered through a local COVID19 outbreak board, overseen by a 

public engagement board with local political leadership. DC will use the Health & 

Wellbeing Board to undertake this role. The plans will ensure we remain vigilant for 

any changes in local COVID-19 transmission, and that we have local ability to 

respond quickly to any outbreaks, working with our partners. 

  

Redeploying staff to other teams through COVID-19 

The current COVID 19 crisis has seen almost 250 Dorset Council employees take 

up temporary new roles to support frontline services. From delivering essential 

supplies and supporting registration services to helping Household Recycling 

Centres and contacting those who were shielding, the employees have made a 

big difference. They have temporarily left their non-critical roles to provide 

support where it is currently most needed. 

As soon as the crisis hit, the council identified its critical services and matched 

employees working in lower priority services to provide much needed cover – to 

either deal with increasing demand or fill in for colleagues who were shielding. 

All employees were invited to complete a questionnaire so the best use could be 

made of their skills. Once they were matched with a suitable role, an induction to 

their new place of work was provided, including training to help them do their 

new role.   These colleagues have made a great impact, and they have learnt 

the ropes incredibly quickly during this unprecedented time. The crisis has meant 

everyone has drawn on a determination to succeed and the council has been 

able to flex its resources to meet demands never seen before. I am confident this 

sharing of skills, together with a practical approach will stand us in good stead for 

the future. 
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Virtual Council Meetings 

Dispensation has been sought and granted for councillors who are be unable to 

attend Dorset Council meetings in person during the COVID-19 pandemic period. 

Currently the majority of meetings are continuing “virtually” and the council has 

reduced or suspended some meetings. 

The dispensation for Dorset councillors was agreed at an extraordinary annual 

meeting on Thursday 11 June. The dispensation will remain in force up to 6 May 

2021. This dispensation means that Councillors can not be disbarred through no 

fault of their own because of physical non-attendance at meetings. The council 

has suspended face-to-face meetings since the introduction of COVID-19 

restrictions. New regulations enable decision-making processes to continue in 

accordance with the Government’s guidance on the use of virtual meetings and 

social distancing where this is not possible. 

A web page on the Dorset Council website details all the meetings being held 

virtually. This includes links to agendas and how to access the meetings live and 

information about how to submit questions to meetings. Recorded meetings are 

also available to watch after they have ended. 

 

Highways work 

As you are probably already aware, Highways construction sites were closed and 

programmes of planned repairs paused on Monday 23 March, when social 

distancing measures were introduced by the Government. We now have 

clearance to continue to deliver our planned capital schemes where it is safe to 

do so. We are currently revising all of our risk assessments and method statements 

to ensure we can take into account the latest Public Health England guidance 

and adapting our approach to delivering work to ensure it only continues where 

safe to do so. 

Dorset Highways has also supported other Dorset Council services through this 

period, with staff involved in delivering food to the most vulnerable, supporting 

the NHS in pharmacy deliveries, providing drivers for Dorset Waste Partnership and 

managing the distribution of PPE to agencies operating in the health and care 

sector. 

 

Surfacing Programme  

The Dorset Highways surfacing programme comprises of sites identified due to 

their deteriorating condition and the risk they pose to the safe movement of 

essential goods and services. In collaboration with our private sector partner 

Hanson Contracting, we have developed new ways of working that will allow us 

to deliver this essential maintenance programme without putting our workforce or 

the wider public at risk. Taking all of this into account, DC have had to completely 

change their programme to focus on the sites most in need of maintenance. This 
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Sally had a glorious sense of fun right 

up until the last time I saw her.  It was 

just after we had entered lockdown.  I 

saw her standing outside her house 

and I went over to see her.  I like Sally 

she always made a big fuss of me.   My 

owner was talking about the lockdown 

and all that was happening and Sally 

said was saying she thought she was 

safe enough to stand outside until my 

owner pointed out that she had 

touched the railing. “Oooh”,  she goes 

with that flick of the arm, that we all 

know, and  they laughed. 

Lockdown is slowly being lifted.  My owner is doing more clearing and cleaning in 

the house as she would like to have it all done by the time it ends.  The garden 

shed is still full of rubbish. I am still writing monthly articles.  I’m hoping to go to the 

pub next month.  

Jenny Stone 

 

ARTSREACH 

Our wonderful Dorset 

charity, Artsreach, is 30 this 

year. ‘It’ is very much two 

splendid women who work 

extremely hard, at a job 

they love. Yvonne, I think, 

has been there from the 

start, and Kerry for more 

years than you would think, 

as she looks very young. 

There is also a new recruit, 

Nicole. Sadly, these Covid 

times have meant that their life is very different, just as it has for everyone else. 

Yvonne and Kerry take it in turns to be furloughed for a month at a time, and 

Nicole is working extremely part-time.  

Nevertheless, they are still doing a lot to help community spirit thrive in Dorset. Do 

visit their website www.artsreach.co.uk, which they are continually updating with 

lovely things to do and see, including the National Theatre’s and Shakespeare’s 

Globe Live streaming. 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?MId=4875&x=1
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?MId=4875&x=1
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/councillors-committees-elections/committees/virtual-committee-meetings.aspx
http://www.artsreach.co.uk
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My owner is still struggling with her hair.  When she washes it she looks a bit like Boris 

Johnson on a bad hair day.   She has purchased several hair bands and I think she 

was trying to achieve an elegant look, a bit like Sue Steggals.  No one told her that 

she would have to diet for months and lose six stone to achieve that look.   I am 

afraid the final result was more Jo Brand. 

Things have got easier with lockdown. A  visit to the cider 

museum meant that there were loads of plants to plant 

but my owner was struggling to get bean poles and 

compost.  Several mornings we would walk down to 

Bartletts to peer through the railings to see if they had a 

delivery.  Which they hadn’t.  It seems as soon as they 

arrive they go. All the flowers are now planted.  There are 

vegetables and tomatoes and the nightly ritual of 

watering and weekly feeding.  It has been very dry and 

windy. The grass is cut.   I don’t know why she bothers, it is 

brown, and all she is cutting is plantain heads and 

buttercup flowers. 

She has been able to have one or two friends round to sit 

at the top of the garden, two metres apart and have 

Pimms and fruit cake.  As a single person on her own she 

can now be adopted, by another family into a bubble, 

but which family?   Not sure anyone would adopt her.   I 

think she has decided it is better to continue as she is, safer that way.  Once you 

start joining families you double the risk and limit any other options.  I’m glad I am a 

dog, I can go anywhere with anyone.  I get lots of walks. 

I have been struggling with my arthritis and needed more painkilling drugs from the 

vet.  As a result there was an expensive telephone consultation with the vet.  We 

got the drugs but have been advised to put me on a diet and reduce the length 

of the walks  WHAT DOES THE VET MEAN!!!  I like my walks and my biscuits. 

One weekend, she was particularly unhappy and grumpy, kept walking round the 

house sighing.   I began to worry about her and wondered what was getting to 

her.  She hadn’t been out. I found out the battery on the car had gone flat.  

Charlie and Robin Pitcher put jump leads on, got the car going and we went for a 

drive to make sure the battery was charged.  Funny really just going for a drive 

and not stopping to give me a walk but she was very happy.   

We do not have a weekly clap anymore.  I miss that.  There was another get 

together event in North street.  Very sad but Sally Cheeseman’s funeral cortege 

passed the house  one Friday morning.  People came out to watch it go by.   We 

clapped  and stood to remember Sally.  After the courtege had passed we 

walked  to Elder Road where we met up with the other Women’s Institute members 

all wearing their T shirts.  And watched it go by there again. That was really good 

for me as I met my old neighbours and friends Roger (Always throws me a stick) 

Angel and Richard Cunningham-Wood who were really pleased to see me  
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may mean that some communities may have to wait slightly longer than they 

expected before seeing roads in their area resurfaced. Up to date information on 

planned road works across the Dorset area can be found at 

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/roadworks or by following @TravelDorset on Twitter. 

 

Surface Treatments  

This programme of work 

includes surface dressing, 

micro-asphalt and footway 

s lu r ry  seal .  Su r face 

treatments are traditionally 

applied during the summer 

as they are very dependent 

on weather conditions. As 

they are preventative 

treatments aimed at 

extending the life of an 

asset, we only have a 

l i m i t e d  w i n d o w  o f 

opportunity to apply them 

before it needs a deeper, more costly repair. With this in mind, we are working 

hard to not miss this year’s window if at all possible. Unfortunately, it was not 

possible, during lockdown, to treat all roads in an urban/residential setting due to 

the increase in parked vehicles and the likely increased contact with pedestrians.  

 

Highways Improvement Schemes  

Dorset Council made the decision to suspend all schemes that were under 

construction and pause any that were planned to start in April and May. Live sites 

were made safe and traffic management reduced to a minimum over this 

period. After reviewing the latest guidance from Public Health England, we have 

managed to produce Safe Working Procedures that have allowed all sites to 

restart.  

 

Routine Maintenance  

DC’s current focus is on completing essential safety inspections and repairs to the 

highest priority parts of our network. This process has been adjusted to reflect 

social distancing measures but still ensures the network remains safe for the 

movement of essential goods and services. The teams continue to identify and 

repair the defects that pose the greatest risk to the travelling public. This focus will 

mean that some of the lower risk activities, such as ditch cutting and grip clearing, 

will take longer to deliver than usual. I am sure that our residents can recognise 

the rationale behind these decisions, however, rest assured that DC will carry out 

this work as soon as they can.  
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Highways - Other Works Promotors  

We continue to assess permit applications and road closure requests throughout 

this time, from all works promoters, and are continuing to monitor works to ensure 

that they are being executed safely and in accordance with government 

guidelines. Most works promoters have been focusing on urgent works to their 

infrastructure at this time to ensure disruption to their services are minimal. We 

have been challenging works promoters to ensure that strategic routes are kept 

free flowing, where possible, and works on roads leading to hospitals and 

supermarkets are avoided/carefully managed to ensure minimal disruption to key 

worker journeys. With the decreased traffic flows, we have taken the opportunity 

to permit works on some routes that would usually be traffic sensitive. This will avoid 

disruption in the future when more vehicles return to the network. We are also 

liaising with works promoters and event organisers to carefully coordinate the 

rescheduling of postponed roadworks and events that were planned to take 

place, while taking into account future economic demands 

 

New Coronavirus helpline for parents and carers 

We have set-up the helpline to support those who are worried about their child or 

teenager during the lockdown. If you are concerned about how your child is 

managing and you need someone to talk to, please ring us. Our educational 

psychologists are available to help you. They will listen to your concerns and can 

offer practical advice and guidance. The helpline number is: 01305 228300. It is 

open from Monday to Friday from 9am to 4.45pm. Callers need to ring and make 

an appointment for a 30 minute phone consultation. 

 

Helpline for vulnerable people open over the weekend 

Our helpline for vulnerable people (01305 221000) is open from 8am to 8pm, 7 days 

a week. It was interesting to note that the amount of calls we receive at the 

weekend is significantly lower than weekdays. If you could help us spread the 

word to anyone you know who might need help or support, that would be greatly 

appreciated. Thank you. 

 

Surgery  

We are not holding face to face meetings now. However, we would be delighted 

to ring and talk to you. Please ring or email us with the subject matter so that we 

can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com 

telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 
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Thanks to Sarah 
Welton with this 
view from her 
window! 

IT’S A DOG’S LIFE 

What’s that noise?  Oh not again.  It’s the fire 

alarm.  It’s a sound we get used in North Street, it 

goes off, a load a cars rush past and then the fire 

engine goes out and sounds its siren as it leaves 

the street.  Just lately it’s been a bit like the Hokey 

Cokey, in out in out. What’s it all about?  I was 

taken to Wareham forest last week for a walk  

and I found out, A huge forest fire .   The 

devastation is on a massive scale, black and 

charred vegetation everywhere and the pine 

trees although charred were still standing . It was 

good to see the green shoots of new vegetation 

as well.  Still, it smelt awful and my paws were 

covered in ash.  I was black when we got back 

and had to be taken to Bere Stream for a bath.   

Another irritation this month has been swarms of 

flies in the house. Everyone has them.  I find them 

really irritating and try to bite them.  My owner 

laughs at my pathetic attempts to catch them but they were driving her mad.  

She purchased an electric fly swat.  She was no better than me but at least she 

had the satisfaction of hearing and smelling them disintegrate when she scores a 

hit.  I think the fly spray and papers were better at reducing the problem.  She did 

try and complain but it seems that because of the mild winter more of them have 

hatched and it is nobody’s fault. 

 

mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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Alison Bennett (UHT milk, Baxters 
Tomato Soup and Noodle ….lots of 
noodles ) 

I am awake, it is first light  ! 

Was this whole thing a nightmare or is it real?   

The dawn chorus seems more amazing than ever 

with new sounds and many more of them.  

The lockdown has really improved the bird life, the 

air is cleaner the sun is shining and the signs of spring are all around.  

In this beautiful rural village you could be forgiven if you forgot it was a global 

pandemic. 

Apart from the fact that  people have been told to stay at home , people are 

having to shield and people are desperately missing those they love the most , 

people are even missing people who they don’t even like that much, with a stark  

realisation that people need people,  we don’t thrive well in isolation. 

For the last 4months we have been running a food bank out of the village Hall 

many village families have been helped as they are struggling to put basic food 

on the table.  

Many more village families have been donating food to the bank in this time of 

need.  

The care and kindness that the village has shown has been incredible.  Volunteers 

have helped with shopping and prescriptions, phoned isolated people, fed 

people, sat with the very sick and helped get support for those who felt they 

could not live in the lockdown any longer.  

HR would come around to my way of thinking. If they did not, then I would be 

quite ready and armed to go to arbitration, whatever the result. In all of this, there 

are more important things at stake than mere money, of which no amount can 

buy happiness. That comes from having time to spend with dear family and 

friends, and especially family, which, for me, includes a generous dollop of 

grandchildren. 

When my head hit the pillow, my brain quickly switched into off mode. The next 

morning, I woke up at 5am, having slept like a log. When I looked out of the 

window, the view was clear and fresh. The only thing of importance, which is 

really missing, is my slippers. 
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BERE REGIS NEWS 

The Parish Council met remotely via Zoom on Thursday 11th June 2020. Two 

members of the public joined the meeting. The next meeting will be on Thursday 

9th July, again remotely. If you wish to join the meeting, or wish to send a question 

in to be read out, please contact the clerk beforehand. 

 

BereConnect Emergency Fund 

The fund, which was established by donations via JustGiving, received £5475 from 

71 donors. So far nearly £870 has been spent on food for distribution from the food 

bank, and £500 has been given out in loans or grants. There is about £3900 

remaining in the fund. Application for help can be made by any parishioner at 

any time to bereconnect@outlook.com  

 

Rowlands Wait 

The Parish Council were asked 

by a member of the public 

about the ongoing works at 

Rowlands Wait, and it was 

stressed that at the present 

stage there is no system for 

the Parish Council, or the 

public, to be able to make an 

objection to any works going 

on. The only thing we can do, 

which we have, is ask Dorset 

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:  Ian Ventham  471480 ianrventham@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman:  Bryan Benjafield  07969 

770890  

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk  

Parish Clerk:  Amanda 

Crocker  

472327 bereregispc@gmail.com 

Websites: www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.bereregis.org 
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Council to urgently check the trees on site and see if any need to be protected 

with a Tree Protection Order which would then stop it being removed. Dorset 

Council are dealing with this as quickly as possible. If there comes a stage where 

any applications for development or a licence has to be applied for and is put 

forward to us, then we will publicise this and respond accordingly. 

 

Black Hill SSSI 

We were grateful to Amy Gallagher from the Urban Heaths Partnership for giving 

up some of her time to talk about what the Urban Heaths Partnership do, 

managing the land on behalf of Natural England and the landowner. Amy 

confirmed that following the recent discussions, they have now put notices in 

place on the land, making it clear to all users that bikes are only allowed on the 

bridleways and nowhere else. Amy discussed the various wildlife which inhabits 

the SSSI and the importance of protecting that. They are happy to help us 

investigate any alternative areas locally for bike users and work on education for 

everyone on the benefits of the SSSI and the need to look after the area. We 

agreed that we would also like to help produce some larger signage to go up in 

the area, to help inform on the value of the area. 

 

Play Park Improvements 

Whilst we await for the green light to reopen the play park, we are continuing 

with our programme of improvements and upgrades, with new rubber “bark” 

due to arrive soon, and metal brackets being fitted to the feet of most of the 

equipment to help preserve its life. We hope to have these measures in place for 

when it reopens and will continue to monitor and fix any problems as they arrive. 

 

Open Spaces 

On Souls Moor, the ponies are back and doing 

a great job again.  The benefit of the grazing 

on the wet part which floods in the winter has 

already helped the wildlife. This year for the first 

time since the ponies were introduced into the 

field again 3 years ago, we have a good 

number of Southern Marsh Orchids which are a 

'protected' wild flower.  This type and other 

orchids were most likely very common in the 

fields near the stream in years gone by. This is 

one of the main reasons why the Parish Council 

purchased the field and set it up as a nature 

reserve. We are concerned that it looks as 

though someone has dug up one of the 
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VIEW FROM MY WINDOW …. 

Paul J Openshaw (May 2020) 

When I woke up on Thursday morning, the view from my window, was blurred and 

fuzzy. It stayed that way for most of the day. The reason for this was because, with 

much on my mind, and having tried everything from counting sheep to mentally 

regurgitating song lyrics, sleep had been spectacularly elusive.  

I had recently left employment, following a period of long-term sickness. In the 

retirement process, I had fallen foul of what could be described as, no more or 

less than, a Human Resources box ticking exercise, which meant that I was being 

denied a payment of several thousand pounds.  

I felt extremely disappointed in myself because it 

did not seem as though there was a lot I could do, 

other than take it on the chin and move forward to 

concentrate on all the many good things in my life. 

When I came to list the positives, they far outweigh 

the negatives, of which the most significant, at the 

moment, is the fact that I cannot find my bedroom 

slippers, which disappeared at the start of the 

week. In spite of checking every wardrobe, 

cupboard, nook, cranny and crevice, they cannot 

be found for love nor money. It is only when you 

lose something as simple as slippers that you 

become aware of what a big part these things can play in your life. This facet 

seems to be blown, out of all proportion in retirement and can be a frighteningly, 

problematic distraction.  

Having spent a lot of time trying to retrace my steps, my current thinking is that 

they have been “scurried away” in a flurry of tidying up, in which I was not 

involved. That can be the only solution. 

To get back to my financial issue, as the day wore on, I started to wonder whether 

“scurried away” is what had happened to my money, as a flurry of e mails went 

back and forth, with Human Resources. When I went to bed on Wednesday, in my 

head I was blaming myself for being dilatory, and perhaps rash. Having said that, I 

have never been particularly good with form filling and small print. By the time I 

got to Thursday afternoon, I was beginning to realise that, in actual fact, I was not 

the only one who struggles with that sort of detail. It transpires that there were 

significant inconsistencies and shortfalls in the Human Resources camp. 

At 10pm on Thursday, I clambered up the wooden hill to go to bed, having spent 

a day, mostly in the garden. On top of being sleep deprived, I was totally spent, 

but my head was filled with positive resolve. I felt strongly in my mind that, in time, 
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Frustration 
Frustration, frustration, frustration 

Though I’ve goodwill and love to 

burn 

Success is never round the corner 

I meet obstacles at every turn 
 

Will no one listen to my message 

Though I’ve music and love for all 

I feel just like poor Cinderella 

Waiting to be taken to the ball 
 

Must I go and shout it from the 

rooftops? 

Should I sing and cause a traffic jam? 

Shall I erupt just like a volcano? 

Or try to burst a mighty dam? 
 

Frustration, frustration, frustration 

Time is going by but just how long 

Do I have to wait until eternity 

For someone to listen to my song? 

Eileen Richardson 

I’m Over the Moon 
I’m over the moon, I’m ecstatic 

I feel I’m walking on air 

I’m floating up amongst the stars 

Since you told me that you care 
 

I’m running along a rainbow 

Reaching for my crock of gold 

I’m crossing into Paradise 

That I dreamed of in days of old 
 

A lucky black cat just crossed my 

path 

My happy cup runneth over 

There’s a leprechaun sitting next to me 

And he’s handing me a four leaf 

clover 
 

The heavens are full of music 

Angels sing and bells begin to chime 

Ever since you said you love me 

Since you said that you’d be mine 
 

I could see from the signs I read in the 

sky 

This would be my lucky day 

A gypsy said she saw good fortune for 

me 

She said good luck would be coming 

my way 
 

I’m on top of the world I’m elated 

I’m so happy by night and by noon 

All the world seems to be smiling 

And I’m so happy that I’m over the 

moon. 

Eileen Richardson 

 

Eileen’s poems are actually songs and 

I’m Over the Moon can be viewed on 

You Tube, using the following url: 

https://tinyurl.com/ER-OverMoon 

25 

July 2020 

 

orchids. This is NOT allowed and it is almost certain that the plant would not survive 

in a garden because the growing conditions would not be correct. So please 

enjoy just seeing them on Souls Moor. Keep a look out too for the dragonflies that 

are in and around the pond. 

 
Flies 

The council discussed the current spate of flies that 

are rife around the village and surrounding areas, 

and whilst there’s very little we can do to stop them 

from appearing, we have purchased a bulk lot of 

fly papers to distribute to those who may be self-

isolating and unable to get out to buy some or do 

not have access to the internet. We will arrange 

the distribution of these shortly through the 

BereConnect scheme, but if you cannot get any 

and require some then please contact the clerk. 

 

Certificates of Appreciation 

During the recent pandemic, we have been heartened by the number of people 

within the parish who have gone above and beyond to help others with a 

multitude of tasks and favours, with no expectation in return. In due course, after 

lockdown has ended, we would like to present these people with a Certificate of 

Appreciation to show our thanks for all that they have done for our community 

during this time. If there is anybody, or any organisation, you would like to 

nominate to be recognised in this way, please send details to the Clerk, on 

bereregispc@gmail.com. 

 

Fly Tipping 

We notice there has been an increase in reports of fly tipping in our local area in 

recent months. If you do encounter any instances of this, please report it 

immediately to Dorset Council on the following page: https://

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/reducing-and-reusing/current-

campaigns-and-offers/tip-off.aspx. 

Bryan Benjafield 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/reducing-and-reusing/current-campaigns-and-offers/tip-off.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/reducing-and-reusing/current-campaigns-and-offers/tip-off.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-litter/reducing-and-reusing/current-campaigns-and-offers/tip-off.aspx
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The Parish Council is very aware of the tremendous voluntary efforts many 

individuals and groups have put in over the past few months in innumerable acts 

of kindness supporting vulnerable people, doing shopping trips, or providing a 

friendly, neighbourly voice to those in isolation.  

When the time is right we want to publicly recognise these wonderful people and 

present them with Certificates of Appreciation, on behalf of the whole community. 

Clearly that can't happen yet.  

In the meantime, we would like you to nominate those who deserve recognition 

by emailing or messaging Amanda Crocker, our clerk BereRegis Clerk, giving the 

name of your nominee, and a sentence or two explaining why they are being 

nominated. 

Thank you, 

Ian Ventham 

 

Dorset Property Care 
Allan Slater 

Based in Briantspuddle 
 

 Services 

 Building maintenance 

 General joinery 

 Garden maintenance 

 Ground works 

 

07973 158092 
 

allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 
www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 

BERECONNECT  - COVID19   UPDATE 
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Credit where credit is due 

 

The dunnock is brown, there’s no gold on his crown, 

But his silvery song comes tumbling down. 

The great tit is trim in his yellow-black kit 

Calling “teacher”, oh “teacher”, on ad infinite 

The starlings all squabble and jostle and fight, 

Putting green parakeets to a panicky flight. 

The two collared doves quietly bill as they coo, 

Their deportment and manners so prim as they woo. 

The magpies are louder, and when they all bathe 

Show no-one has taught them just how to behave. 

My robin is perky, his sub-voice is soft 

But how magic he sounds in full throat aloft. 

The newt in the pond has a menacing mien 

In his startling gold waistcoat, his appetite’s keen 

For the poor little tadpoles emerging from spawn – 

Any chance their surviving to “frogdom” forlorn. 

The ivy and yew buzz with bumbles and bees, 

So too does the blossom on old apple trees. 

Of butterfly species the count is now eight, 

And they zig zag and flutter in a drunken-like state. 

The bats then emerge as the sun disappears, 

Their calls much too high for my elderly ears. 

Perhaps damn Corona gives space for one thing:  

To savour the joy and perfection of spring. 

Susan Jacobs, 18 April 2020 

mailto:Allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
http://Www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
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Shitterton (and how to get there) 

You need to head out of Dorchester, with the 

morning sun up ahead, 

Before turning left at the five barred gate, 

which stands by a wooden shed. 

After taking second on the right, just past the 

scrumpy sign, 

Follow the Dorset motorway, with grass for 

dotted line. 

Carry on past the dead badger, to an oak 

tree where an owl is asleep. 

Beside a barbed wire fence, enclosing, from memory, I think it's sheep. 

 

Next there's a gravel track, where a hay rick stands by a bush. 

Watch your step, but soldier on, to where the grass grows lush. 

Over the stile, then mind the ditch, for you've still got a bit to go. 

Follow the hedgerow into the dip. It’s the one where blackberries grow. 

After that, you'll tend to find, the way ahead is down, 

Until you reach a field with a cow, which, from memory, I think is brown. 

 

You should be close to a graveyard now, and you ought to quicken your tread. 

It's a place where there are strange goings on, or so I've heard it said. 

Bear left past the church and tower, the one where bells are rung. 

To a place where there’s a smelly heap, which, from memory I think is dung. 

You'll think you're just not getting there, but keep on forging ahead, 

Until you reach a brick-built barn, which from memory, I think is red. 

 

Round the corner, there's a fallow field, which the farmer never sows, 

Then take second turn on the right, past a bed where watercress grows, 

To find an old thatched cottage, with a big brass knocker on the door, 

After passing a couple of oak trees, well, maybe three or four, 

You’ll find yourself in Shitterton. It's best to go there, sober. 

I can't remember when I was last there, but from memory, I think, October. 

 

Paul J Openshaw 
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

If you can do get out and about locally and enjoy our 

fabulous surroundings with its abundant wildlife.  

 

Wildflowers and Butterflies 

The meadow areas at May’s Wood are now at their 

best, with a wonderful show of Knapweed and other wild flowers such as Ox-eye 

Daisy. Knapweed can be identified by its thistle-like purple flowers which bloom 

from a spherical blackish bud. Knapweed is a firm favourite of pollinating insects, 

be they bees, butterflies or beetles, the flowers being a source of good quality 

nectar. Later on its seed heads provide plentiful food for many birds. On a sunny 

day you are likely to see clouds of butterflies, including Common Blues, Small 

Heath, Meadow Browns and Marbled Whites (as pictured here on Knapweed). 

Knapweed has many local names 

around the country, such as Hard 

Head, Bachelor's Buttons, Blue 

Bottle and Iron knobs.  

One of the smaller brown butterflies 

you may see is the Small Heath. 

Despite its name it is not confined 

to heathlands and tends to favour 

grasslands. It flies close to the 

ground and settles with its wings 

closed. At rest you can see the 

‘eye’ on the outer upper wing, 

which supposedly acts as a decoy 

to predators. 

Some annual flower meadows have also been created at May’s Wood (above 

the school and at the far end of Shitterton). They should be ablaze later this 

month with the varied colours of traditional cornfield flowers. They include poppy, 

corn marigold, corn cockle and common toadflax. Do go and take a look at 

these areas and see what you can find. And, if you have a garden, why not 

create your own meadow area next year – the insects will really appreciate it.  

 

Souls Moor Ponies and their Conservation Work 

On Souls Moor, the ponies are back and doing a great job again. The benefit of 

the grazing on the wet part which floods in the winter has already helped the 
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wildlife. This year for the first time since the 

ponies were introduced into the field again 

3 years ago, we have a good number of 

Southern Marsh Orchids which are a 

'protected' wild flower.  This type and other 

orchids were most likely very common in 

the fields near the stream in years gone by. 

This is one of the main reasons why the 

Parish Council purchased the field and set 

it up as a nature reserve. We are 

concerned that it looks as though someone 

has dug up one of the orchids. This is NOT 

allowed and it is almost certain that the 

plant would not survive in a garden 

because the growing conditions would not 

be correct. So please enjoy just seeing 

them on Souls Moor. The pond is colonising 

well, keep a look out for the damselflies, 

dragonflies and other creatures that are in 

and around the pond.   

Do say “hello” to the ponies 

when you pass, but please 

do not feed them or 

approach them and keep 

dogs on a lead.  For those of 

you concerned for the 

ponies’ welfare, be assured 

they are regularly checked 

and they have a plentiful 

supply of water from the 

pond.  

 

 

 

Nature Notes 

We are still posting regular Nature Notes on the village Facebook page and 

sending them to all on our e-mailing list. Do look out for them – they provide some 

information on local and seasonal wildlife sights, be they plants, animals, insects 

etc, and are accompanied by some amazing photos. Let us know if there is 

anything you would like us to cover and if you have any special wildlife photos do 

send them to us. If you would like to be included on the e-mailing list, please 

contact us. 
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POETRY CORNER 

Forest Fire    May to June 
2020 

What flames I saw when on my walk 

To the Fire Service I must quickly talk 

Wareham Forest alight I say 

“We know We know We’re on our 

way” 
 

But oh that fire took off so fast 

The wind so strong, we were all aghast 

It jumped the road and spread apace 

Horrendous smoke, not in our face. 
 

Ten and then fifteen or more  

Fire Engines at a roar 

Spread across the forest deep 

Struggling to contain the heat 
 

They came from counties far and wide  

Fire Fighters filled with courage and 

pride 

On they worked all day and night 

Thrashing the flames with all their might 
 

Exhausted, hungry, tired and worn 

They kept on at it until the morn 

But then, just as it seemed at peace 

Another flare up in another place 
 

A Helicopter joined the fight  

Water bombing around the site 

Fire Hoses snaked down the road 

10 kilometres to carry the load 
 

Gallons and gallons pumped over the 

ground 

And still the flare ups steamed up 

around 

An endless task in harsh hot sun 

In all their clothing it was not much fun. 
 

A baby tawny owl was found 

Hiding, starving on the ground 

His mother scared had fled the nest  

Smoked out and pink eyed …what a 

test. 
 

He’s thriving now, finds mice a treat 

That’s all he eats, delicious meat 

His name is Phoenix…very apt 

Watching him fly we all are rapt 
 

Three weeks of threats to house and 

home 

A stressful time I have to moan 

But now the rain has helped at last 

And fears and worry are in the past. 
 

Fingers Crossed!! 

Rowan Temple     June 10th 2020 
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the deck (to allow for a downward pull). The other end (with the 2 strops 

attached) is fed over the side into the water. The casualty puts one strop around 

the chest and the second strop under the knees, to achieve a ‘sitting’ position . 

The person on deck starts pulling and lifts the casualty out of the water.  

Fact1: A 13 year-old girl can pull an 18-stone man out of the water single-handed. 

Fact 2: if the casualty is not suffering from hypothermia, an unfit, 18-stone man 

can pull himself out of the water with this piece of kit. 

Easy peasy!    A cheap piece of tackle to put together consisting of: 

2 triple blocks (Top one with an integral jammer) 

60ft/20m of 11mm climbing rope (best size for grip). 

2 x padded helicopter strops with carbine hooks. 

Go for it- and enjoy the realisation that you can do a single-handed “man 

overboard” rescue for real. (You could practise from an overhanging branch in 

the Bere Stream?) 

Now there’s a thought for some entertaining ‘lockdown’ exercise in the fresh air! 

Note. 

The ‘Fastnet 79’ yacht race disaster exposed major flaws in air-sea rescue practise.  

Hoisting people out of the water vertically if/when they are suffering from 

hypothermia is lethal. On the way up, the blood flows from the thorax into the legs 

and the casualty has heart failure.  

The ‘sitting position’ (with two strops) avoids this from happening and is now ‘de 

rigueur’ in casualty rescue. 

Stay safe at sea. 

David Gray 
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Nature Sightings 

We would be very interested to hear of your local wildlife sightings (common or 

unusual), so as to build up a picture of what is about and when it first arrives / 

emerges. 

 

Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our e-mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com /  01929 471563  

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or 

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 0775 988 4942. 
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responsible for the ‘below decks’ stuff. An understandably comfortable extension 

of their 30 years of shore-based life together perhaps, but a very dangerous 

relationship to have on a boat. 

It is often the case too that, as in many a male and female relationship, that the 

man is probably somewhat overweight and unfit and the female is slim and 

petite.  

I once posed this question to the wife of a delightful Canadian couple (of the 

physique  aforementioned) that lived and cruised on a 55 ft ketch in the sheltered 

fiords of British Columbia; “What will you do if your man falls off the boat at sea?” 

The wife’s reply was: “Gee, look at the size of him, that’ll be it I guess!” 

Fact.   Couples do not practise how to get their partner back on board (single-

handed by definition). They just hope it won’t happen to them. 

 It really is easy to rescue someone on your own if you have the right piece of 

equipment and the ability to stop the vessel as described above. 

The reality is that people spend quite a bit of money on expensive recovery 

equipment but never practise using it, as “it would have to go back to the 

manufacturers for repacking.” 

The answer is simple, (now having the ability to 

‘heave to’ as described above). 

Everybody knows how to use a pulley. It is a 

ubiquitous item that we have all used in one form 

or another.   Armed with this mobile, ‘carry around’ 

pulley, (known in nautical circles as a “handy billy’), 

we have a portable and powerful winch.  

It is easy to make a ‘handy billy’ but it must have a 

6:1 ratio (nothing less will suffice), as you will see 

from the diagrams and 

photographs. 

When fully extended (“overhauled”) it needs to be 

about 8ft (1.5metres) in length between two ‘triple’ 

blocks. The upper block will incorporate a 

‘jammer’ (which allows one to let go of the rope 

without it paying out) and the lower block will have two 

‘helicopter strops’ attached to it (see note) 

After ‘heaving to’ as described above, the vessel is 

now used as a motorboat to get back to the casualty, 

finishing up head to wind (as the vessel will dictate). 

The ‘handy billy’ is attached to a spare halyard at the 

mast and the top block is raised to about 8 feet above 
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wind. It too is sapping of energy and damaging to safety awareness (with or 

without an ‘autohelm’ to steer the boat).   

So why not stop for a relaxed ‘cuppa’, meal, or spot of ‘shuteye’ (1 person at a 

time) with the boat upright and looking after itself? 

Allow me to introduce the technique and delights of ‘heaving to’ (sailors’ 

language for ‘parking’) in a modern yacht. 

A modern yacht, by virtue of its narrow keel, has no longitudinal stability, as the 

keel acts as a pivot point.  

Such yachts also have very little of the hull itself below the waterline, so they get 

blown sideways quite rapidly if one attempts to ‘back’ the headsail to stop the 

forward motion of the vessel (as is the method that traditional vessels with long 

and shallow keels would use.)  

With modern yachts the rule is: 

 Roll up the headsail completely. 

 Turn into the wind. 

 Sheet in (tighten up) the mainsail ‘rock 

hard’ so that the boom is in the centreline 

of the yacht. 

 Let go of the steering wheel or tiller (and 

switch off the autohelm) then walk away 

from the wheel or tiller. 

The yacht will now sit quietly, bolt upright, like the 

wind vane on top of the Church and is saying to 

the crew “You do want you want, I am stopped 

and looking after myself.” 

This is the default state to achieve for resting, 

cooking, relaxing and for dealing with 

emergencies (as well as allowing fussy owners to use the best crockery for dinner 

whilst halfway across the Bay of Biscay). 

Once you’ve ‘parked’ your boat in this fashion for a quiet, level, lunch in the 

cockpit in a fair tide off Portland Bill, you will realise what you have been missing! 

In a previous paragraph I mentioned the principle of both persons on board 

needing to have identical skills in all aspects of seafaring. There is no place for a 

division of skills when two people are sailing together.  

Let us address this statement. In my experience of accompanying ‘cruising 

couples’ down to the Canaries in the ‘posh’ yacht that the proceeds of selling 

their business has enabled them to buy, there is a natural-but highly dangerous- 

tendency for the man to do the steering and navigation and his wife to be 
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

We would like to thank all patients for 

the continued support and patience 

whilst we continue to work and social 

distance.  

Although we haven’t yet had summer, 

(or was that April and May?) we don’t anticipate a complete return to “normal” 

before the wetter, darker days come along.  Our main concern is medication 

collection.   Amongst the ideas we are considering is an appointment type 

system.  But we would like to ask if you have any ideas on how we can operate a 

medication collection system as we are currently doing through the Reception 

window, as we go forward through the year.   We don’t want anyone to be 

waiting outside in the cold and wet for any longer than is necessary.  Please e-

mail nicky.chivers@dorsetgp.nhs.uk or pop a note through the letter box. 

We are continuing to see patients in the Practice and would like to reassure you 

we are still here if you are feeling unwell or worried about your mental health for 

example. We are starting to invite eligible patients back into the Practice for 

Shingles vaccinations and smear tests.  Other services will follow. 

Stay well, stay safe 

 

mailto:nicky.chivers@dorsetgp.nhs.uk
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eventually found. Fortunately my brother Jimmy was not in as   the chimney had 

fallen on his bed and smashed it. 

The following morning we were shocked and devastated to see how much 

damage had been caused to our house by the storm. 

The house could not be saved as it was cracked from top to bottom , we felt very 

lucky to get out unharmed. 

The neighbour’s houses suffered damage to their roofs, but ours took the full 

force. It is something that I will never forget. 

 By the then Pat Barnes now Patricia White 

THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FOR THE 
‘CRUISING COUPLE’ 

In last month’s Parish Magazine we looked at the delights of safer sailing using a 

storm trysail, I touched on the fact that the average coastal sailing vessel is 

designed to allow the crew to stay in the cockpit and avoid the hazards of 

working on the foredeck whilst ‘making way’.  

Modern ‘roller reefing’ of headsails and the reefing (reducing the size) of the 

mainsail can be operated from the safety of the cockpit.  Design changes in the 

underwater profile of modern coastal yachts also allow easier manoeuvring when 

under power in marinas. 

Electronic navigation aids, GPS and effective means of communicating with The 

Coastguard Service also add (most of the time) to both a better awareness of 

one’s position at sea and an enhanced feeling of security. 

All of these improvements allow two people (the archetypal ‘cruising couple’) to 

go to sea in coastal and offshore waters with relative safety and with the 

knowledge that one does not need to be in one’s prime of physical condition to 

participate in the delights and challenges of leisure sailing. 

All good things, however, usually come at a price. Sailing is no exception. 

Three areas that create potential danger to ‘cruising couples’ are fatigue, failure 

to recognise the need for having similar, rather than complementary skills and a 

lack of awareness of declining physical strength. 

When doing a 100-mile drive to see family and/or grandchildren, the journey 

would normally entail a stop in a lay-by for a ‘cuppa’ and a 10-minute ‘zzzzz’. 

A 75 mile sail from Weymouth to Dartmouth is a good 12 hours in a kind, offshore 
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EYE WITNESS ACCOUNT OF THE 
WHIRLWIND OF 1959 BY PAT BARNES  
  

It had been a very calm day and evening in 

March 1959 before the whirlwind struck, Bere 

Regis at approximately 10pm.  

First there was a terrific hail storm, and then 

the empty milk bottles were heard blowing 

down West Street. 

My Mother and I were downstairs in our 

house at 41 West Street, while Father had 

gone upstairs to bed. 

Suddenly this deafening noise started all the 

bricks where falling down the chimney, the 

noise was horrendous. 

All the lights went out so we were plunged 

into darkness. I really thought the end of the 

world was coming. I have never felt more 

frightened. My Father was looking up at the 

sky with rubble all around him, he had to 

climb and feel his way all through the debris until he was downstairs. 

He shouted “Are you alright “ Mother and I were rooted to the spot and dumb 

struck. 

My Father likened the noise to an Express train rushing past. 

The neighbours were 

calling to us to get out 

quickly as our thatched 

roof was in the road, and 

the electricity pylons 

bent in half, they 

thought it would catch 

fire. 

The Storm came across 

from Black Hill destroyed 

our house and blew itself 

out at Bere Down, where 

the galvanised roof off 

o u r  g a r a g e  w a s 
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BERE REGIS WI 

Continuing with our lockdown theme covering WI 

resolutions, this month we’re sharing information 

on the WI’s SOS for Honeybees campaign which 

has been running since 2009. 

The campaign was initiated because of the growing understanding that the 

decline of honeybees is a major threat not only to biodiversity but to our way of 

life. As well as producing honey, honeybees play a vital role in pollinating plants. 

Around a third of our diet is directly dependent on bees – making them central to 

our existence. 

Since the campaign launched, the WI 

has made a buzz about bees locally 

and nationally and WI efforts ensured 

honeybees got their fair share of 

government funding to research 

pollinator decline. 

We also teamed up with Friends of the 

Earth to push the government to 

introduce an action plan setting out 

how it will support our precious 

honeybees. The government agreed 

and launched the National Pollinator 

Strategy at our national Bee Summit, 

the first of its kind, co-hosted with 

Friends of the Earth. Details of how the 

strategy will be implemented, along 

with a link to the original strategy, can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/

government/publ icat ions/national -pol l inator - s t rategy-2014-to-2024-

implementation-plan. 

To mark World Bee Day in 2020, the WI has produced new resources to 

complement those produced for the original campaign. These include ‘how-to’ 

instructions to make your own bee-friendly seed bomb or a bee hotel, a bee-

friendly garden planting guide, and a honeybee-inspired recipe leaflet with 

recipes such as salted honey fudge and strawberry and raspberry pollinator-

friendly gin. If you’re looking for small projects to keep you sane during lockdown, 

these might be just the thing. Just get in touch and we’ll send you instructions. 

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI or the projects 

above, please contact Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  

You can see more about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page 

@BereRegisWI. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pollinator-strategy-2014-to-2024-implementation-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pollinator-strategy-2014-to-2024-implementation-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pollinator-strategy-2014-to-2024-implementation-plan
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy Cancelled 

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup Cancelled 

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup Cancelled 

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup Cancelled 

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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road from Bere Regis to Wool. Rush hour was all over and I met only one car, 

driven by my step son, who knowing it was me stopped for a natter. 

As I walked I was delighted to see red campions, buttercups, bluebells, blue 

violets, celandines and dandelions flowering in abundance each species 

showing off its colours in a very dramatic way, far denser and brilliant than in most 

years. This I suppose is due to the wonderful, sunny and warm spring we have 

enjoyed so far. Where the foliage was tall, dark green, abundant, in dominating 

clusters and the small flowers white and in umbels, this was cow parsley at its best 

and rather domineering. Starting from the churchyard, where we have had a 

wonderful display of snowdrops since the last week of December and the glorious 

yellow of the celandines, which have been in flower on the south facing bank of 

the lane down to the church since the middle of January 

 It is now mid February and there are numerous birds about not found in Bere, 

including small egrets on the water meadows, numerous buzzards, which can be 

seen hovering around almost daily. One comes to roost in our apple tree and 

then flies off down the lane to find a new roost in the large ash tree growing 

beside the lane down to the church. Also greater spotted woodpeckers, which if 

not always visible can distinguished by their distinctive calls, akin to their tapping 

at the tree trunks on which they spend most of their days .At this moment in time 

as I look out onto the lawn a magpie looks back at me as though it owns the 

place.  

Visible from the window is the bird table with 

its various feeders, which are now in need of 

refilling, so the numbers of smaller birds, which 

are normally visible from the kitchen windows 

just aren’t there. These in the past have 

included all three types of sparrow, finches, 

numerous tits and even sedge warblers from 

down on the water meadows. 

Not only are the birds becoming scarcer but 

so are the butterflies. We are now in the 

second week of June and butterflies have not 

yet been seen here, except for one orange 

tip, three small whites and a small blue , which 

I was unable to get close enough to identify. Butterflies generally are becoming 

rarer and rarer. Is it because of what Puccini says in his opera, Madame Butterfly, 

                                They say that overseas 

                                 If it should fall into the hands of man 

                                 A butterfly is stuck through 

                                  With a pin 

                                  And fixed to a board.        

Ted Cox  14th June 2014     
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Of course, this year, the 75th 

anniversary, was, of necessity, 

a more modest affair. We 

raised our glasses in Shitterton 

in memory of all those who 

made the ultimate sacrifice 

all those years ago in a world 

at war. We still thought about 

the message of twenty five 

years ago – aspirations of a 

world at peace. 

      

 

OVER THE HILL OR ACROSS THE RIVER 

What does this title mean? It is quite simply that we are the other side of Black Hill 

from Bere Regis in the hamlet of Turnerspuddle. What have we to write about? The 

answer is the beautiful countryside and all its various plants, animals and birds 

found here. Starting from the churchyard, where we have had a wonderful display 

of snowdrops since the last week of December and the glorious yellow of the 

celandines, which have been in flower on the south facing bank of the lane down 

to the church since the middle of January, The only other wild flowers in blossom 

then were the mass of white daisies on the lawn at the front of the house. While 

mentioning the lawn, it is worth stating that the grass does not appear to have 

ceased growing all winter. This is also seems to be the case of grass generally, 

especially on the water meadows beside the river Piddle, which of course 

meanders along boundaries of Turnerspuddle. 

 In mid February there were numerous birds about not found in Bere, including 

small egrets on the water meadows, numerous buzzards, which can be seen 

hovering around almost daily. One comes to roost in our apple tree and then flies 

off down the lane to find a new roost in the large ash tree growing beside the lane 

down to the church. Also greater spotted woodpeckers, which if not always visible 

can be distinguished by their distinctive calls, akin to their tapping at the tree 

trunks on which they spend most of their days .At this moment in tme as I look out 

onto the lawn a magpie looks back at me as though it owns the place.  

 Also visible from the window is the bird table with its various feeders, which are 

now in need of refilling, so the numbers of smaller birds, which are normally visible 

from the kitchen windows just aren’t there. These in the past have included all 

three types of sparrows, numerous tits, robins and even sedge warblers from down 

on the water meadow. This morning {late February) I walked slowly up the lane 

eastwards, from the ‘village centre’ towards the junction with the main 

thoroughfare of Yearlings Drove , which meanders north easterly up to the main 
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As this article is usually about what happened at the 

Autumn Leaves Club each month, it is pretty difficult to 

be able to report when nothing is happening!  But 

nothing venture, nothing gain, and I would like to share 

this information with you all. 

Just as the Lockdown started in March, the club was 

coming to terms with the loss of our Dear Leader, Kath Jeeves.  We realised that 

decisions had to be made regarding the future of the club, so it was decided to 

ask the members what their opinions were, and a questionnaire was sent out.  The 

response was very good with 27 out of 28 people returning the forms, and this is a 

summary of the answers to the following questions:- 

      YES NO DON’T KNOW 

        DON’T MIND 

        MAYBE 

Do you want the club to continue?    27   0     0 

Are you happy with the time of the meeting?   27   0     0 

Are you happy with the way the club is run at the moment? 

        27   0     0 

Do you enjoy the speakers that we have?   27   0     0 

Do you like the musical afternoons?    20   2     5 

Would you like more time to sit and chat over tea? 

          8  13     6 

Would you like to receive a birthday card from the club?   

        12  12     3 

Would you be willing to help with the management team? 

          7  17     3 

If we had a “Rota” for people to help with the washing up, 

each member would only be called on about once a year.  

Would you like to help      20   6     1 

Should the club be for over 50’s and not just over 60’s?   

        26   1     0 

Do you like the name “Autumn Leaves”?    21   4     2 

As you can see, Autumn Leaves is very successful in the eyes of the members, but 

very few are willing to help to run it. 

Without new members and people willing to take on some responsibility, the 

Autumn Leaves will fall off the branch and fade away.  

AUTUMN LEAVES  
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However, I hope we will go on to find the support we need and do even better in 

the future.  After all the turmoil of the last three months we will be glad to have 

something pleasant to look forward to at 2.30 on the second Wednesday of every 

month at the newly decorated Scout Hut. 

Let us hope that it will not be too long before we can announce that we are 

meeting again. 

SDB 

WAREHAM FOREST FIRE       

Well…. It is now Sunday 24th and this is probably my worst day yet.  

But I have to start with Friday 22nd.  

Started the day with a hornet in the kitchen which hopefully flew out of the house 

once I opened windows and doors. My neighbour kindly removed the nest from 

the porch. 

Decided to walk over the other side of the road to see the fire damage there. No 

traffic up the track but many cars parked including Amphibian & Reptile 

Conservation. Many volunteers out rescuing and also finding dead smooth snakes, 

toads, lizards and other reptiles but the team were nowhere in my sight. 

Managed to walk up to Woolsbarrow Hill Fort without any one intercepting me. 

The area was blackened and charred and looked desolate. Continued up until I 

came to a water bowser on the top and the wind was starting to whip up the ash 

and I realised I ought to get away from this place. 

Something made me head over towards where the fire went and eventually I 

reached the southern and most Easterly point possibly. Difficult to tell really. 

Made my way home and there was still no one about to advise me against being 

there. 

That afternoon the wind got up again to 40mph and when I went to check out 

Hyde Heath where the original fire started there were several blazes going on with 

the firemen hosing down the ground and beating with the rubber beaters. 

Then a big smoke cloud appeared over the trees over on Woolsbarrow side which 

I reported as I wasn’t sure if anyone had seen it. They had another major fire there 

the rest of the afternoon and brought in a helicopter from S Wales to assist. This has 

We thought our readers might be interested in the first hand account of the 

devastating fire in Wareham Forest last month. 
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Reflection on the 50th Anniversary of VE Day – Peter Gordon 

The recent VE Day 75th Anniversary celebrations brought back some fantastic 

memories of my family’s involvement twenty five years ago in the national 50th 

Anniversary ceremony in Hyde Park. Our three children, Louise aged 14, Sam 

aged 12 and Jake aged 7 were members of a North London choir, the Finchley 

Children’s Music Group. For the VE day (and later the VJ Day) celebrations, the 

choir was part of the Voices Foundation which provided children as singers and 

VIP escorts. My wife, Janey, and I were chaperones and so were in amongst the 

children while they carried out their duties. 

There was a large 

‘Dome of Peace’ set 

up in Hyde Park where 

the Queen and sixty 

heads of state formed 

a procession and laid 

signed ‘olive leaves’ on 

a map of the world. A 

flock of white doves was 

released and there was a huge 

international adult choir and 

orchestra to accompany the 

activities. 

Jake sang, holding a large wooden 

dove and was placed next to the 

dome (see picture – he’s in there 

somewhere…), Louise sang and 

processed with her dove (see picture 

– she was seen in the BBC TV 

coverage) and Sam sang a solo (see 

picture – he made it onto the front 

page of “The Times”). 

LOCKDOWN STORIES 
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Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 

Please note: the area around the Scout Hut will not currently be open for social or 

group gatherings during these times. We are very grateful to the Scout Hut 

Management Team for giving permission for this service to take place and to Rose 

and English Vintage Summer Ice Cream for generously contributing a percentage 

of takings to the Borneo team. 

As restrictions ease, we sincerely hope to be able to commemorate VE Day in 

August, to coincide with the National commemoration of VJ Day, and in the 

words of our Queen… we will meet again… 

Thank you to all of your who have supported this project and we look forward to 

being able to provide future services and events to build on the fantastic 

community spirit for which the village of Bere Regis has become so well regarded. 

Geoff Sagar, Borneo Fundraising Team Chair 
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a bucket underneath and was scooping water up from Morden Lake also known 

as Decoy Pond and then water bombing the area with 1000 litres a time. 

Apparently the Fire Appliances carry 2000 litres. This 2nd Fire was credited with 

being another Major Incident ! 

I went out to check our side again at 5pm and all looked quiet. 

Saturday 23rd May 

Now that the fire Service have brought in The Wild Fire experts and the helicopter 

from S Wales felt more confident that they had this fire under control. 

Walked out to Hyde Heath in the morning just north of our lodges to see many fire 

appliances out there and more hosing down. 

Cycled that afternoon following the Firehose all the way into Trigon and turning 

down to the weir at the River Piddle. Spoke to the firefighter in his reclining chair. 

Very chatty and helpful. Very noisy pump and he was sitting right in the firing line 

of the noise and exhaust! 

Called in to the camp site to meet the helicopter refuelling guy. 

Another very chatty man and I was lucky enough to watch the helicopter land. 

The pilot looked pretty worn out and was using this 5 minutes of peace to prepare 

himself for the next trip.  

Then off he went to continue water bombing the various sites. He had started at 

9.30am and was still going at 4pm. They were stood down at the end of the day 

and returned to S Wales.  

Sunday 24th May 

A good morning…. Off to test ride an e-bike for sale up the road. When I cycled 

down to my drive there were 4 firemen talking to my neighbours and the 

information from them was not good. The Northerly winds could possibly cause 

problems for our two properties. Then careering down the road comes a runaway 

horse having escaped from the gyspy camp site. My neighbour went running off 

to find a reins and rope but the owner then appeared in his car and was 

attempting to catch his horse! 

You couldn’t invent all this stuff! 

Took the e-bike back and then home to try and find out what was happening 

from The Control Room in Fareham! 

Explained that we were now in the firing line if the fire took off again and we had 

no ramps at the end of the drive to enable us to get out! 

I was reassured that this would be sorted.  
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As soon as ramps were put in a tractor arrived on the scene to start making a 

better firebreak. That packed up and had to be repaired and my neighbour Clive 

offered to help with his flailer.  

We were then visited by a Tactical Adviser from The Wild Fire Dept. who having 

inspected the site advised us that we needed to Fire Prep our houses! 

We had to remove any wooden objects that were by the walls ie benches and 

the logs from the porch and anything plastic as well.  

I then took the valuables back to the car which had been put back in the garage. 

It was moved to the car port should I need to get away quickly. 

I then packed the bags yet again and all paper work hunted out to be picked up 

easily. 

The threat of fire is less at night so my night’s sleeps have not been too bad. 

But what a day…… 

Monday 25th May 

Another day of worrying whether the fire would reach Hyde Bog and come over 

to us. Fire risk high. 

Had arranged to have tea with a neighbour up at Hyde but couldn’t face the risk 

of leaving the house.  

More fire breaks being made today to reduce the risk. 

220 hectares gone up in smoke apparently. 

Another visit by Tactical Advisor who tried to reassure us that all was being done to 

protect us. He advised us to go about our daily lives as normal as  

Covid 19 will allow !! 

 

Monday 8th June  & Tuesday 9th June       Notice jump in date ! 

Thought all was back to normal. Played tennis today in Poole and on my return 

home found road closed from Bere Regis end.  

Another fire. Started at 12.30pm and a new site. Managed to get passed the 

police check saying where I lived.  

An Easterly wind so we should be OK.  7pm and all is quiet ! The village is back 

there and will be closely monitoring! 

10 fire engines required and they worked on it until 1pm Tuesday afternoon. 

Apparently it was caused by a tree that was burning underground and then 
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to get involved in fundraising activities in order to part-fund the trip and also to 

raise awareness of the issues of deforestation and conservation in Borneo. 

You may have attended some of our Borneo Breakfast events on Saturday 

mornings at the Scout Hut before the lockdown restrictions took hold – thank you 

if you took part in these! We look forward to being able to safely run these events 

again in the future as soon as restriction-easing allows, as they proved to be a 

popular way to engage the local community with our project and provide a 

useful service to the village too. 

Individual Explorers have also been 

using their initiative to add to their 

fundraising during lockdown – for 

example Rees has been growing 

tomato plants and selling them on 

his trolley parked opposite the 

village shop and Oliver has made 

gifts for Father’s Day and sold them 

via the village Facebook page. 

All Explorers are developing 

delicious recipes for our cookbook, 

which will be available for 

purchase later in the year. Always 

a popular fundraiser, the recipe book contains sweet and savoury recipes, 

information and photographs which illustrate the resourcefulness and creativity of 

the Scout Group members. 

As we look forward to a gradual easing of restrictions so “we can all meet 

again” (as the Queen told us in her speech), please look out for updates on any 

events or fundraising which we are able to reinstate, and your support will be 

hugely appreciated. We are pleased to announce the first step in this direction 

with the regular appearance of Shitterton’s own English Vintage Summer Ice 

Cream Company with “Daisy” the ice cream trailer, which can now be found in 

the Scout Hut car park for take-away ice cream every Saturday and Sunday 

between 12 noon and 4pm, 

and on Wednesday afternoons 

from 2pm to 6pm (*times may 

be subject to change; please 

w a t c h  f o r  l o c a l 

announcements to confirm 

any amendments). 

Str ict social  di stancing 

guidelines will be in place and 

please follow the instruction of 

the marshals at busy times. 
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visit the world famous Mulu Caves (renowned for a 

massive daily bat exodus) and also the adventure 

caves in the same complex.  

The expedition will include a wildlife safari in Sabah 

on the Kinabatangan river, staying in a 

combination of local homestays or riverside lodges 

and jungle camps.  

There will be some unique and unforgettable 

opportunities for our expeditioners during their 

month in Borneo. A trek into the rainforest to stay 

with the Penan is likely to be an experience never 

to be forgotten. The Penan tribe have only relatively recently begun taking in 

visitors and our trip organisers are the only teams going there, so this promises to 

be a unique and rewarding cultural exchange.  

However, as we have all become aware in recent years, the forest around the 

Penan people is gradually being logged, so it will be a salutary experience for our 

team to see these open areas of devastation, the spread of palm oil plantations 

and the efforts of the villagers to re-seed logged areas with new trees. This was a 

project that was initially funded by the charity Moving Mountains (associated to 

our expedition organiser), and our explorers will be able to see the tree nurseries 

and visit the areas which were replanted some years ago and are now becoming 

primary forest again.  

Sarawak’s rainforest is a nature lover’s paradise and boasts of one of the most 

diverse ecosystems in the world. The rainforest is a safe haven for uncountable 

species of flora and fauna as well as being a sanctuary to various species of wild 

animals, including the incredibly shy silvered leaf monkey which lives on flower 

and fruits. This expedition not only allows a unique opportunity to witness some of 

this rare and endangered flora and fauna, but also some of the hundreds of 

different species of mammals, birds, snakes, lizards and amphibians.  

During our trek to the Penan area our explorers will be using fly camps, and the 

expedition will be travelling self-sufficiently, using hammocks and any natural 

resources they can find in the forest. This is expected to be one of the great 

experiences of the trip - sleeping under the forest canopy and listening to the 

jungle all around them. In the villages, the team 

will be able to sleep in the homestays of the 

local Penan people, built from materials found in 

the jungle. 

Finally, our expedition will end up with four days 

on the island of Pulau Tiga. made famous as the 

island used in the 2001 “Survivor” TV show. 

We are currently encouraging all the participants 
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erupted in to flames with another high wind. 

But back to May …….. 

Tuesday 26th May 

Still firefighting going on. Met friend Jenny up at The River Piddle on bikes and had 

a picnic in the forest up Hyde end with great menacing Military Ospreys flying 

overhead and disturbing us.  

We cycled to see the other firehose and the pump at Bere Stream. No one on 

duty which I thought strange. Huge piece of kit to be left unattended. 

Wednesday 27th May 

All quiet ….. the Bere Road still closed. The Fire Village still up the road keeping an 

eye on everything and hosing down the ground to try and prevent another flare 

up. Continually working on flare ups and hosing deep into the ground to put the 

smouldering roots out. 

Fire Appliances lined up all along the road and fire hose in every direction…. 

Hence …. Fire Village! 

Thursday 28th May 

Still hosing down and fire breaks being made.  

I rang the Control Room number as I felt really strongly that we were not being 

informed about what was going on. 

Took myself off on a 5km walk avoiding the scrutiny of the Fire Service! 

Friday 29th May 

Met with Liz today for a walk in her area…. Lytchett Minster. 

No  more dramas but the wind was strong so a fire risk today. 

Saturday 30th May  

The road was still closed today so my escape to the New Forest to meet David 

Kate and Bodhi was via Wareham. Not ideal!  

Delightful day with them ….A good walk and saw a Whinchat and had yummy 

pancakes made by David in the Motorhome. Bodhi walked such a long way. 

The road just opened as I returned home again via Wareham! I probably could 

have used normal route! 

A huge amount of work carried out today by Fire crew clearing away the hoses 

and trying to restore the area back to normal. I actually felt that this clear up was 

a bit premature! 
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All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

Sunday 31st May 

Dorothy came for lunch …… on Patio and then we were off for a 5km walk…. 

Along the very churned up fire breaks making walking quite unpleasant! 

On our return Clive and Carolyne informed me that the fire had started up again 

on Woolsbarrow side of the road and the wind being an Easterly we were yet 

again in the firing line! I went off to speak to a Fire Fighter and there was the 

Incident Room set up in the car park opposite our entrance! 

Spoke to a Richard Coleman who actually reassured me that it was well under 

control and not to worry. 

 So Dorothy and I had the planned Cream Tea and after she had gone home I set 

about NOT preparing the house or packing! 

So ….. there you have it ….. two weeks of stress and worry and acceptance that if 

the house goes up in smoke ……  so be it! 

I hope this the end of my report! 

Rowan Temple      08/06/2020 
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AN UPDATE ON THE EXPLORER SCOUT 
EXPEDITION TO BORNEO 2021 
As many regular readers will already know, the Kingsbere Explorer Scout Unit from 

Bere Regis in Dorset will be undertaking a month-long expedition to Borneo in 

Summer 2021. Around twenty young people from our village’s Explorer Scout 

Group plan to spend a month out in Borneo, working on conservation projects 

and exploring the rainforest. 

Fundraising events to support the trip which involve 

group gatherings have had to be curtailed for the time 

being, but plans are still actively progressing for the 

expedition. Despite the sometimes bleak outlook 

implied by current lockdown restrictions, we are looking 

ahead positively to a time (very soon) when 

international travel will again be possible and the 

chance to safely see and experience new countries 

and cultures will be a realistic proposition. For this 

expedition, we are working again with the highly 

experienced group Adventure Alternative, a specialist 

expedition travel company who provide a full itinerary 

and local support for all the planned activities of our expedition. 

The island of Borneo is the third largest non-continental island in the world after 

Greenland and New Guinea. Located in Southeast Asia, it is divided into three 

nations; the small country of Brunei off of the central part of the north coast, 

Malaysia, and Indonesia. Malaysia has two regions in the north, the states of 

Sabah and Sarawak. Indonesia claims about two thirds of the island in the south. 

This part of Indonesia is also known as the state of Kalimantan. 

The team from Bere Regis will start their month in Borneo with a week of 

conservation activities at Sabah’s Sepilok Orangutan Centre, followed 

immediately by a programme of work at the neighbouring Sun Bear Conservation 

Centre. They will also play an active role in the local conservation and 

rehabilitation projects in the area to ensure a sustainable environment for native 

wildlife, intended to slow down (or ideally stop) deforestation for palm oil. 

The expedition is a fantastic opportunity for a 

group of around twenty 15 to18-year-old 

Explorer Scouts to see the Borneo rainforest 

first hand. The expedition will include a river 

safari down Kinabatangan River, where wild 

orangutans in their native environment 

currently thrive. 

Our expeditioners will have the opportunity to 
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A further problem was trying to establish a direct link 

with Bere Regis. On his Canadian enlistment 

document, Herbert Diffey gave the address of his 

father, his next of kin as, ‘Bere Regis, Dorset’. The 

CWGC records him as being ‘the son of James 

Bushrod Diffey and Emma Diffey of Newlands 

Cottages, West Lulworth, Wareham, England.’ In 

1922, his medals, the British War Medal, Victory 

Medal and the 1914-1915 Star, were sent to his 

father, James, at Sunnyside, Winfrith, Dorset. Herbert 

Diffey is also commemorated on the West Lulworth 

war memorial under his correct name. 

There are records of Diffeys or Diffys living in Bere 

Regis going back many years from at least the late 

18th century. However, the Census Return for 1891 

shows Herbert Diffey’s family living at Woodsford  

and the Returns for 1901 and 1911 at Knighton Lane, Winfrith. There is no record of 

James Diffey living in Bere Regis after 1911 and we will not be able to verify if he 

was until the 1921 Census is released next year. 

So, why is Herbert Trevett’s name on the Bere Regis Memorial? Did Herbert Diffey 

change his surname to that of his stepmother at some stage? There is no record 

that he did so and he used his real surname in his military records. Also it is unlikely 

that he would have done so as there already a Herbert Trevett in the extended 

family. Was it a genuine confusion about which of the Herberts was killed serving 

with the Canadians, Herbert Diffey or Herbert Trevett?  

Why did the family chose to commemorate their son in Bere Regis? Did his father 

return to live in the Parish after 1911?  Was it because of the historic family  link with 

the village? If so, why wasn’t the Diffey surname used on the memorial? The 

mystery remains unresolved. 

Should the error be corrected? If the War Memorial was provided by the CWGC 

and if a verifiable case can be made out, they are obliged to correct an error. In 

our case, my view is that if the error is known about and recorded, the error should 

remain on the memorial as part of ‘the history of the piece’ and as a known 

about – unresolved  mystery. What do others feel? 

NB. Some of this information is to be included in a forthcoming book about the 200 

or so men from Bere Regis who went off to serve in the Great War, some never to 

return.  

Phil Ventham  01929 471215 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

Facemasks and PPE  

On the 11th May the Government advised people to wear face coverings in 

enclosed spaces when social distancing, on public transport or in some shops.  

Face coverings 

s u c h  a s 

handmade masks 

and scarves do 

not replace the 

need for social 

d i s tancing or 

h a n d w a s h i n g . 

Evidence suggests 

that wearing a 

covering does not 

p r o t e c t  y o u . 

However, if you 

are infected but 

have not yet developed symptoms, it may provide some protection for others you 

come into close contact with.  

A face covering is not the same as personal protective equipment (PPE) or 

medical devices such as surgical masks or respirators used by healthcare and 

other workers. This equipment is heavily regulated, designed and manufactured 

to be worn for protection against one or more risks to that person's health or 

safety. 

As a result of the current COVID-19 pandemic there has been a huge increase in 

demand for PPE products both commercially and by consumers. Unfortunately, 

this has led to a rise in the number of illegal PPE being sold. These products can 

often be dangerous and unsafe, or come from supply chains without traceability 

back to a manufacturer’s technical file to show it complies with our law.  

Trading Standards are responsible for the enforcement of PPE sold to consumers.  

As a minimum PPE masks should bear- 

 

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
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 a name, trademark or other means of identification of the manufacturer or 

supplier 

 Product code 

 a CE mark  

 four digit Notified Body number 

 bear the appropriate class (FFP1, FFP2 or FFP3) - please note only FFP3 can 

provide protection against Covid- 19.  

 reference to standard EN 149:2001+A1:2009 

 state whether is single use (NR)  or re-useable (R) 

 accompanied by instructions in English 

If anyone believes PPE or other goods are not safe or not as described report it to 

Dorset Council Trading Standards by calling  the Citizens Advice Consumer 

Service at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or by calling their new 

freephone number 0808 223 1133.  

 

VILLAGE WEBSITE 

Rodney Osmond is doing a fabulous job in keeping the village website up to 

date with all the latest information about village services and support during the 

coronavirus situation.  Go to bereregis.org and click on the button 
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THE PARISH WAR 
MEMORIAL AND AN 
UNRESOLVED MYSTERY 
(PART TWO) 
‘In last month’s magazine, I told the story of the War Memorial in Bere Regis and 

hinted that there were two mysteries. The story continues...’ 

There are two anomalies on the memorial: First, although the names are arranged 

in alphabetical order around the plinth, that of Alfred Applin is out of alphabetical 

sequence and has evidently been added subsequently. The reason for this is that 

Alfred was badly wounded in Gallipoli in September 1915. He was evacuated to 

the UK and spent several months in hospital before being medically discharged 

from the Army in January 1916 as being “Permanently Unfit” with near total 

paralysis.            He then spent four years as a permanent resident at the Star and 

Garter Home for Ex-Servicemen at Richmond in Surrey. He died there on 8 May 

1920 at the age of 34 and his name was added to the memorial after it was 

dedicated in December 1919. His name is therefore out of alphabetical order. 

The second mystery concerns the name of Herbert Trevett on the memorial. He is 

shown as serving with the Canadian Expeditionary Force. However, there is no 

record in the comprehensive Canadian Veterans Affairs website of a Trevett 

serving in the Great War in the Canadian Forces. During the course of the 

research carried out by the Bere Regis Scout Group in 2007, we think we resolved 

the mystery. We believe that Herbert Trevett has been wrongly named on the 

memorial and it should be that of his step-brother, Herbert Diffey who did serve in 

the CEF.  

Herbert Diffey’s father, James Bushard Diffey, married twice. His first marriage was 

to Emma Churchill from Wynford Eagle.  The youngest of their eight children was 

Herbert Diffey born in 1887. Herbert emigrated to Canada and enlisted in the 

Canadian Forces in February 1914. He was killed on 6 June 1916 in the Ypres 

Salient at the age of 29 and is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial. 

 James Diffey was widowed and married a second time in February 1892 to 

another Emma from Poxwell. Emma Trevett was an unmarried mother with a son, 

also called Herbert, who was born ‘out of wedlock’ in 1888. James’ stepson, 

Herbert Trevett enlisted as a volunteer in the Dorsetshire Regiment in September 

1914. He later transferred to the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment and served in 

Gallipoli. He was wounded in August 1915 and was medically discharged in June 

1918. He died in 1979 at Weymouth. 

 BERE REGIS SCOUT GROUP 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
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BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

With lock-down and isolation measures likely to continue 

for a while yet, the small Archaeology Section have taken 

the opportunity to assess the significant finds made at 

Bere Regis over the last couple of years. In total there are 

over a quarter of a tonne of finds now and the numerical 

profile of these are being looked at to reveal the 

significance of each era. Going backwards these are 

separated into Modern, Early Modern, Post Mediaeval, Mediaeval, Anglo-Saxon/

Viking, Roman occupation, Iron Age, Bronze Age and Neolithic. All of these eras 

are represented by finds in recent years and their significance is marked by their 

numbers and also by quality and status. The results of this study will be revealed at 

some time in the near future. 

From the beginning of 

our project it has been 

thought a good idea 

t o  p r o d u c e  a 

newsletter of some 

kind, to formally 

record the work of the 

society. During the 

pandemic lock-down 

that idea has been 

modified somewhat 

and it is now proposed 

to produce a "Bulletin" 

of the BRHS work, 

which will combine 

both recent work in 

the village and parish 

with previously-known details of some of the more obscure stories about our 

village. These will be short stories, probably no more than 200 words or so, plus an 

illustration on all sorts of subjects which have never been formalised before. It will 

also give opportunities for members to contribute short summaries of almost any 

subject. We already have a list of about fifty ideas to briefly summarise. More 

news when the first edition is approaching completion. 

John Pitfield, Project Secretary 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

Here we have the third instalment from Bill Lucas’s little book ‘Dorset Born’.  Bill was 

born and brought up in my house at the top of Barrow Hill.  Here we hear of 

childhood pursuits and his experience with tending bee hives. It includes such 

childhood pranks as firing their catapults from the top of the church tower until 

they got caught!  Unthinkable in this day and age! 

Tony Bates 

THE STORY OF CHILDHOOD IN BERE REGIS 

IN THE YEARS AROUND THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR  -  PART 3 
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As holidays are still but a dream at the moment, I thought I would bring a 

taste of Spain to you, in this months recipe. 

Ingredients serves 4 

 1 tbsp olive oil 

 2 chicken breasts cut into chunks 

 2 small onions finely sliced 

 1 garlic clove crushed 

 140g cooking chorizo sliced 

 1 tsp turmeric 

 pinch of saffron ( optional) 

 1tsp paprika 

 300g paella rice 

 850ml hot chicken or vegetable stock 

 200g frozen peas 

 1 lemon cut into wedges. 

 

Method 

1. Heat olive oil in a deep frying pan on high heat. 

2. Add the chicken breasts and brown all over - don't cook completely. 

Once browned transfer to a plate. 

3. Reduce heat to low add onions and cook slowly until softened. 

4. Add garlic stir for 1min then toss in chorizo and fry until it releases its oils. 

5. Stir in turmeric, saffron and paprika, then tip in paella rice. Stir to coat 

the rice in the oils and spices for 2mins, then pour in stock. 

6. Bring to the boil, return chicken to the pan and simmer for about 20 

mins stirring occasionally. 

7. Add the peas and simmer for a further 5 mins until rice is cooked. 

8. Season well and serve with lemon wedges. 
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