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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

15th  Salt and Pepper Club 
 

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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Our Vision:  
To make Christ’s love 

known in the world today 

and to live out his teaching 

A LETTER FROM YOUR ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

THE PARISHES of BERE REGIS and AFFPUDDLE 

with TURNERSPUDDLE 

Our Mission:  
To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 

music and the arts; 
 

To encourage everyone in the 

Christian faith through example, 

learning and spiritual growth; 
 

To make our churches open and 

welcoming to all, and supportive of 

those in need; 
 

To challenge injustice at home and 

abroad and to balance our care for 

the environment. 

Dear Friends 

When you think of all the things we haven’t been able to do this year, it makes 

you wonder how the months can still be flying by.  At the beginning of lock down 

it felt like we had all slowed down, but it seems the calendar hasn’t, for here we 

are already over halfway through 2020.  That’s something to do with getting older 

I suppose. 

I have three ‘besties’, we’ve known each other since I joined them in the last year 

of Primary School.  Two still live quite near to where we grew up in North 

Hampshire, one lives in London and I of course live in Dorset.  We try to meet up a 

couple of times in the year travelling to different locations, which for some of us 

takes longer than others depending on where we go.  We were due to meet up 

last Saturday, it wasn’t quite the same, but thanks to modern technology (Zoom) 

we did manage some time together.   It is always a marvellous therapy session 

without the expense and more fun.  There are obvious topics of conversation now 

that we are of a more mature age – nothing works the way it did, we’re seizing 

up, the grandchildren are growing too quickly, that milestone birthday is 

approaching far too rapidly, actually within the next year now I come to think on 

it!  Yes, we have to admit it – we’re getting older.   
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But is that a fair word?  We all accept it is 

no longer right to make comments on an 

individual’s race, religion, culture, gender 

etc.  But we’re all very happy to be 

ageist.  We do it to ourselves – can’t walk 

as fast, can’t touch my toes (well I can’t 

remember the last time I did that 

anyway!), can’t keep up with the 

grandchildren, what do I expect I’m 

getting older!  Do we give up on 

ourselves and others far too quickly?  

What about all the experience we’ve 

gained over the years, the wisdom - does 

anyone want to know?   

I found this story – In the salesroom there 

was a violin.  It looked battered and 

neglected.  One or two people picked it 

up and pulled the bow across it, but the 

sound wasn’t good.  The auctioneer 

wondered why it was for sale.  He 

thought it should have been scrapped, it looked such a sorry sight.  Most people 

didn’t even notice it.  It would be lucky to sell for a few pence.  Just before the 

sale started an elderly gentleman came in.  He went over to the violin, retuned it 

and started to play.  The music was wonderful, the instrument became amazing.  

It had been transformed in the master’s hands.  When the violin was put up for 

auction bidding was brisk.  People suddenly realised the potential of this precious 

instrument. 

If you google (other search engines are available) verses in the Bible about old 

age, quite a lot come up, but there are a couple that I particularly like: 

Psalm 92:12-14 ‘The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a 

cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts 

of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,’                                

Proverbs 16:31 ‘A gray head is a crown of glory; It is found in the way of 

righteousness.’  

It doesn’t matter how old you are, God has a plan for you, you are precious in his 

sight and you will always have potential.  So, lets embrace ‘elderhood’ and not 

give in to the ‘I’m too old’ excuse anymore. 

With blessings 

Sandra 
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 August  

11th Communibus  -  Groves Nursery and West Bay  

12th AL: Home Grown Entertainments, bring a pencil and a poem  

20th Salt and Pepper Club  

25th Communibus  -  Sidmouth  

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  
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ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funerals 
 

St John the Baptist, Bere Regis 

26th June 2020 - Doris Foote 

3rd July 2020 - Gordon Cheeseman 
 

Interment of ashes 

15th July 2020 - Ray Seymour, Maria Lawrence, Gabrielle Lawrence 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

As we move out of lock down the Churchwardens and PCC’s of St John the 

Baptist and St Laurence are taking on board the various guidance both from the 

Government and the Church of England to make sure we have safe spaces for 

private prayer and eventually worship.  Both churches are now open for private 

prayer twice a week on a Wednesday and Sunday.  Thank you to those who 

have worked so hard to enable this to happen.   

As a benefice we continue to 

stream live worship on a Sunday 

and during the week via Zoom, you 

can find details of how to access 

this on the West Purbeck Benefice 

Website.   

As I write in the middle of July, I’m 

afraid it is too early to know when 

there will be any worship in either 

church during August.  We will 

endeavour to get any new 

information out via the benefice 

and the village websites and 

Facebook pages and also by word of mouth. 

In the meantime I pray that we will all remain alert, safe and well. 

Rev Sandra 

OUR CHURCHES UPDATE 
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SANCTUARY FLOWER GUILD 

There will be a flower arrangement 

in the Church. A rota, up to the end 

of September, has been prepared to 

cover the current circumstances. 

Each arranger will be solo working 

and we will only put in the one 

arrangement in front of the pillar at 

the front of the Church.  

The list of arrangers is as follows: 

 5th Aug        Diane Edmonds 

19th Aug     Cythie Burden 

2nd Sept     Enid Leigh 

16th Sept    Moira Mathers 

 

 

At this time of the year, I am usually 

organising a collection in church for Christian 

Aid. That is not possible this year, but as you 

will all know, charities are suffering shortfalls in 

funds owing to the pandemic. I understand 

that £66 million was lost to charities due to 

the cancellation of the London Marathon. 

Therefore, I am hoping that some of you 

would like to support Christian Aid this year 

by putting your donations in an envelope 

marked "Christian Aid, for Brenda" and dropping it in to the vicarage. You can of 

course put it through my letter box if that is more convenient. Thank you. 

The closing date is 31st August. 

Brenda Pitfield (471391) 

CHRISTIAN AID 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Let 

Angie Talbot 472483 19 Bladen Valley angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  12 noon 

Briantspuddle Village Hall, 

in conjunction with Coffee 

Shop 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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AFFPUDDLE CHURCHYARD MOWING ROTA 

  Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4 

20 Jul – 2 Aug 

  

Andy Smith 

  

Mike Menzies Adam 

Hallmark 

Ben Bunnell 

3 Aug – 16 Aug 

  

David Griffith Steve 

Sanderson 

David Coates Nigel Payne 

17 – 30 Aug 

  

Steve 

Wootton 

Robin 

Gainsford 

David Buck Sandy Moriarty 

31 Aug – 13 Sep 

  

Henry Hogger Ian Kaye Ken Kilbank Ivor Bryant 

In order to maintain safe handling procedures for the use of the mowing 

equipment the following measures will remain in effect until further notice: 

1.  When you wish to mow the churchyard please contact me on my mobile 

telephone 07790 033596 to arrange a time to be let into the container. 

2.  Sanitising spray and paper towels will be kept inside the container and are to 

be used to clean the points of contact, handles etc, on all the equipment to be 

used. Sanitising is to be carried out before and after using the mowing equipment.  

3.  Let me when you have finished mowing and I will ensure that all mowing 

equipment has been sanitised and the container locked. 

It is completely understood that some individuals may be unwilling to resume 

mowing until the COVID-19 crisis is over and I only ask that they let me know if this 

is the case. 

Stephen Sanderson 

mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Msa.allotments@yahoo.co.uk
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OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 
BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  visiting  

preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

All these meetings are currently suspended due to Covid 19.  Services may 

recommence on the 2nd August. Please check our website for details.  Each 

Sunday morning at 10.30 there is a sermon available on YouTube, and all the 

sermons are on our website www.bereregischapel.org 

 

Can I be sure of heaven?   

I attended a funeral some time ago and following 

the committal that was the question that was asked 

of the congregation with this comment, “ We hope 

that there is something else after death but we 

don’t know.” 

I recently came across the following story, and it 

seems that Queen Victoria also wanted to know the 

answer to that question.  (With thanks to United 

Beach Missions). 

Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 – 1901, years of 

peace and prosperity for some, but great hardship 

for others.  On one occasion the Queen attended a 

service at St Paul’s Cathedral and heard a sermon 

that really interested her.  After the service Queen Victoria asked her chaplain, 

“Can one be absolutely sure in this life of eternal safety?”  But ignoring the 

teachings of Jesus, the chaplain replied that he did not know of any way to be 

certain! 

The ‘Court News’ published these remarks so that they were widely circulated 

throughout the land.  They were read by John Townsend, a quiet and unassuming 

Christian preacher, who began to think and pray about answering the Queen 

himself.  He then wrote this letter to her:  
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  

 

Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 

http://www.bereregischapel.org
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SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 

Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280482 or  

07968 290333 
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   To her gracious Majesty, our beloved Queen Victoria, from one of her most 

humble subjects.  With trembling hands, but heartfelt love, and because I know 

that we can be absolutely sure now of our eternal life in the Home that Jesus went 

to prepare, may I ask your Most Gracious Majesty to read the following passages 

of Scripture:  John 3:16: Romans 10:9-10.  These passages prove there is full 

assurance of salvation, by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, for those who believe and 

accept his finished work.  I sign myself, your devoted servant for Jesus’ sake, John 

Townsend. 

He and others were praying for the Queen.  In about a fortnight he received a 

modest looking envelope containing the following letter:  To John Townsend, Your 

letter of recent date I received and in reply would state that I have carefully and 

prayerfully read the portions of Scripture referred to.  I believe on the finished work 

of Christ for me, and trust by God’s grace to meet you in the Home of which He 

said, “I go to prepare a place for you.”  Signed Victoria 

The Bible verses John Townsend asked the Queen to read were: John 3:16  “For 

God so love the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  Romans 10:9-10:  “that if you 

confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God raised 

Him from the dead you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto 

righteousness and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  

 The phrase ‘His finished work’ referred to in John Townsend’s letter, is a way of 

saying that when the Lord Jesus died on the cross, He was taking on Himself the 

punishment for all the breaking of God’s commands.  He has done everything 

needed for us to be forgiven and made right with God.  Even Queen Victoria 

knew she was a sinner and needed forgiveness.  We all do!  When Jesus rose from 

the dead three days later, He was demonstrating that the work of buying 

forgiveness, and bringing us to know God was complete.  In heaven He 

welcomes into His home all those who, like Queen Victoria, repent of their sin and 

put their trust in Jesus.  Christianity is not about what we do for God, but what He 

has done for us. 

Some years later, whilst staying at Balmoral, an elderly highland woman dared to 

inquire of Queen Victoria, “May I ask your gracious Majesty a question?”  “Yes”, 

replied the Queen, “as many as you like.”   “Will your Majesty meet me in 

heaven?” asked the simple cottager.  The instant reply was “I will, through the all 

availing blood of Jesus.”  

 When Jesus died, He was making a way to heaven which is open to all people of 

all classes.  Heaven is not a reward, but a gift.  But gifts must be received, we 

need to ask Jesus to forgive us, and make us His for eternity.  Then we live our lives 

knowing His presence with us every day, something we need more than ever in 

these uncertain times. 

If you are uncertain about life after death I hope these thoughts will provide the 

answer for you. 
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 Just a Smile 

World famous evangelist Billy Graham 

once told this story when arriving for a 

preaching engagement in a small 

town he had not visited before.  He 

had a letter to post and asked a 

youngster where the Post Office was.  

After getting directions, Dr Graham 

told the lad that if he came along to 

the church that evening he could 

hear him telling everyone how to get to heaven.  Came the reply: “I don’t think I’ll 

bother, you didn’t even know the way to the Post Office.” 

 

A Somerset man and his wife were visiting Canterbury Cathedral and were 

approached by an American tourist, who asked: “Say – is this place open on 

Sundays?” 

Joyce Healey                                                                                                         
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

CARER SUPPORT DORSET’S ‘HERE TO TALK’ 
SERVICE 

Our ‘Here to Talk’ 

s e r v i c e  he l p s 

unpaid carers in 

Dorset reduce their 

f e e l i n g s  o f 

loneliness, isolation 

and anxiety so that 

they can keep well 

and carry on 

caring for their loved-ones. Unpaid carers are at significant risk of loneliness, 

depression and poor mental health especially with many of their traditional face-

to-face support networks having been suspended.  

We are recruiting volunteers who can support 1–2 carers each over the course of 

12 weeks. Volunteers provide a friendly voice and are non-judgemental. Full 

training is provided. To find out more contact 0800 368 8349 or visit https://

www.carersupportdorset.co.uk/volunteer/  

 

https://www.carersupportdorset.co.uk/volunteer/
https://www.carersupportdorset.co.uk/volunteer/
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This is a local charity which may be able to help YOU! 

Frampton’s Charity provides funding for young people with education or training 

needs resident in the parishes of Moreton, Affpuddle, Briantspuddle and 

Turnerspuddle. Funding can help with training equipment, books, travel expenses 

or general maintenance. Awards of up to £500 are usually made. 

In recent years awards have been made for those leaving agricultural college in 

need of funds to purchase equipment, travel costs for in-work training in other 

parts of Dorset and help with travel costs to university. 

It is the applicant’s circumstances that are relevant and considered by the 

trustees. 

The charity is very aware that young people leaving school and college are 

facing difficult decisions about moving to higher education, apprenticeship and 

trial work periods and the risk of setting up a small business. It is open to 

applications which should be received by 31st August. 

C h a i r  o f 

t r u s t e e s 

R i c h a r d 

F r a m p t o n -

Hobbs says “In 

early March 

we planned 

activities this 

the summer to 

raise our profile 

locally – in 

particular an 

event at Moreton Village Hall in July with food, drink and a country dance band. 

Unfortunately we have had to postpone that but we expect more applications 

this year than in the past for help. Coronavirus has impacted for the worse on the 

lives of many young people.” 

The current trustees are Richard Frampton-Hobbs, Catherine Chandler, Tabitha 

Schofield and Richard Killer. 
Check out the facebook page for the William Frampton Educational Foundation 

or email wfeftrust@outlook.com to apply. 

THE WILLIAM FRAMPTON EDUCATIONAL 
TRUST (“FRAMPTON’S CHARITY”) 
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mailto:wfeftrust@outlook.com
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Gordon Cheeseman 

Steve Cheesemans’s tribute 

to his father, read by Revd 

Williams at his funeral. 

As many will know, my Dad 

passed away recently, it 

being so close to my Mother’s 

passing which has made the 

past few weeks very sad and 

emotional.  As with Mum, it 

has been very heart-warming to receive messages from so many people near 

and far of support and such affection for my Dad. 

Dad had lived in Bere all his life and became a well-loved member of the 

community especially with the Bere Regis Sports Club.  

In earlier years Dad met Mum in the late 1950’s and were married for almost 

60 years, he also worked for A.E. Griffin & Sons for all his working life barring a 

spell of National Service.  Dad was an accomplished plumber and was known 

to turn his hand to a number of trades.  He could make something out of 

anything. 

Having played football for Bere over a number of years and was a passionate 

West Ham United fan.  Dad became one of the founding fathers of Bere Regis 

Sports Club alongside his brother Cyril who was ‘The Chairman’ for many 

years.  Dad played cricket when the Cricket Section reformed in 1982 and it 

was my privilege to play alongside him in those early years. 

Dad went on to volunteer countless hours for the club down the years as 

committee member and just generally getting things done at the club so 

others could enjoy the facilities and a fantastic 

village club.  

Dad became President of the Sports Club in the 

2000’s and still remained at the time of his passing, it 

was a true honour for him to hold the role and post. 

I will always cherish the times that my Dad helped me 

with any simple or complicated task that I needed to 

complete; he was always there for me. 

OBITUARIES 
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small number of people to be able to sit down and enjoy a cup of tea etc 

together if the weather is slightly inclement but otherwise to make use of some of 

the grassed area between the jubilee room and the shop. It won’t be anything on 

the scale of the coffee shop that the community group have previously provided 

on a Saturday but just somewhere to have a drink and a biscuit and a natter as 

we try to gradually creep towards a more normal life. There will be a charge for 

the refreshments but all money raised will go directly to village hall funds as we 

seek to cover some of our shortfall this year for running costs. We have been able 

to secure a grant from local government and the shop has given us a donation 

towards the costs involved in being available to help the shop operate. We will be 

running this on Tuesday mornings from 9.30-12 starting on 4th August . 

We have also set the 100 club in motion, as 

probably our main fundraiser this year, and 

so if you haven’t yet got your ticket please 

contact me on 07818078191 or pop into the 

hall between 9&12 any morning and I’ll 

gladly sell you one. They’re £10 which gets 

your number into the monthly draw with a 

chance of winning £30 each month along 

with even more prizes being given at our 

December draw. We will have to have a 

cut off at some point in early August so that we can make the August draw 

effective. 

We are going to be having the main hall decorated in August meaning that when 

things do get started again we will have a beautifully decorated hall to make use 

of and on that note yoga and Pilates are planning to start up again in September. 

If you’ve been before or indeed would like to start to join in you would be very 

welcome. 

For yoga please contact Frances on 01929 472927 or 07974391349 she will gladly 

tell you what’s involved and put your name down to join in and let you know start 

dates etc. 

For Pilates the contact is Kathy and you can contact her through her website 

which is www.peverellpilates.com 

If you have any problem getting hold of these ladies please let me know and I will 

endeavour to get your details to them. 

All activities that do take place in the hall from September will fit the regulations 

current at the time to enable us to offer you a covid safe facility. 

For any information on any issues of the hall please feel free to make contact and 

in the meantime stay safe and well. 

Stuart Chorley — Chairman of Briantspuddle Village Hall Trustees 

 

http://www.peverellpilates.com
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As we enjoy the summertime, when it’s here, it feels 

strange to be writing to you about the village hall 

having had four months now with no events 

whatsoever. 

It has been great to see the hall playing its part in helping our community cope 

with covid19 and it has proved, in my opinion, to have been a real help when it 

comes not only to the practical issue of using the shop but also a huge benefit to 

our overall mental wellbeing as it’s provided 

a safe place for people to enjoy a brief 

moments of interaction with friends and 

neighbours as we’ve queued.  

The hall intends to continue and develop this 

part of the provision we’ve been able to 

make by opening up to serve tea and coffee 

from the beginning of August. The plan is that 

we will open up the jubilee room for a very 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

During the week until they go back to school the boys have agreed to continue 

volunteering and deliver papers Monday to Friday. 

If you would like to volunteer, there are plenty roles that need to be filled. With the 

changes we’ve made to the supply of stock we need people who wouldn’t mind 

collecting from Puddletown, Wool, Wareham or Dorchester on a weekly basis. 

We’re also looking for people who would like a “behind the scenes role” like 

cleaning or taking away rubbish. 

On a completely different note and starting to look forward to a life more “normal” 

we are starting to think about next year’s shop calendar. The calendar raises much 

needed funds for the shop and it is always well supported with copies being sent 

around the world. For 2021 we thought we would continue the “Parish 2020 in 

pictures” theme and ask for contributions of pictures in what ever form of the 

parish in 2020. Be it a photo of your embroidery contribution, a painting or sketch, 

a photo or some other piece of craftwork we would love to have them submitted 

to the shop by the end of September enabling us to prepare the calendar in time 

for Christmas sales – did I really just write that word!!! 

I continue to enjoy meeting everyone who comes into the shop at weekends – it’s 

great to catch up and see friends and neighbours supporting us, I hope you all 

have a safe and well Summer. 

Ali Chorley, Chair of The Friends of Briantspuddle Post Office and Village Shop 
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Dad was also a fantastic Grandfather to his Immie and Joe, having 

a loving and big influence on their 

upbringing.  

Now Dad has been reunited with Mum, it gives us 

comfort to know that they are together again and Dad 

is no doubt now being given his orders for the day. 

OBITUARIES 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER   

Over the last few months, I have been in contact 

with a wide variety of businesses, schools, individuals 

and charities, to provide support and advice. The 

coronavirus has been the biggest challenge faced 

by this country in a generation, and it has been very 

tough for many people. There has been a wide 

variety of government support for different sectors, 

and what has also been fantastic is the level of 

support shown by people within communities for 

each other.  As lockdown has been eased, I have 

been increasing the number of people and places 

that I have been visiting in the constituency. I was 

delighted by recent announcements about the re-opening of more businesses, 

including open air performances, sporting facilities both outdoor and indoor, 

and spas and beauty salons. I will be visiting more places during the summer 

recess – do get in touch if you would like me to visit your business or charity. 

  

It has been a very difficult time for many businesses, including arts and cultural 

organisations, and I was really pleased by the financial support announced by 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer to help with the heritage and cultural sector. 

There has also been more support for the hospitality sector, which had to close 

completely during the worst stage of the pandemic.  

Now that we have reached 

August, you are now able to 

use the Eat Out to Help Out 

scheme. If you eat in a 

regi stered pub, café, 

restaurant or similar on a 

M o n d a y ,  Tu e s d a y  o r 

Wednesday you can get a 

50% discount on your meal or 

non-alcoholic drinks, up to a 

value of £10 per person. 

There is no limit as to how 

many times you use the 

discount, and you can use it 

alongside existing offers or 

deals. You have to be eating in, it is not valid for take-aways, and businesses can 

register online to be part of the scheme. 

People sometimes mention to me that these columns do not reflect the most up 

to date events that have been happening - either in Dorset or Parliament. The 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE VILLAGE SHOP  -  NOT 
JUST FOR COVID 19 

It never ceases to amaze me how quickly this year is 

going despite the restrictions we have found ourselves 

living with. The village shop continues to thrive and be 

in a great position to serve the local community in 

many ways. We continue to deliver papers and 

groceries to those who aren’t able to get out.  

You can place an order either by calling the shop on 

0 1 9 2 9  4 7 2 0 0 0  o r  b y  e m a i l i n g 

Briantspuddle.shop@gmail.com 

The numbers using the shop continue to increase. We are pleased to see 

everyone who is using the shop, the more we can sell fresh stock the more we 

can provide. The card machine is being very well used. 

We have fresh fruit, veg, bread and cakes in every Saturday and Wednesday 

mornings.  

We are stocking fresh and cooked 

meat from Curtis’ butcher of 

Wareham. We are able to sell this at 

the same price as if you buy from 

their shop in Wareham and we’ve 

had some great feedback about the 

quality. You can place an order in 

the shop or via phone/email for a 

particular piece of meat or have a 

look at what’s in the fridge. 

We are starting to welcome back 

some of the volunteers who had to 

step back during the early days of 

the covid pandemic. With the 

screens up in the shop, maintaining one customer in the shop at a time we 

believe we are as covid safe as we can be and its good to have them back on 

board. 

Following Eloise’s “retirement”, we have welcomed Theo and Sam to the 

weekend team. They will be covering the alternate weekends with Katie and Erin 

– I’m sure there will be some competition about whether the girls or the boys sell 

more! From the beginning of August, the shop has agreed to add the paper 

round at weekends to the weekend team and Zak will be delivering your papers 

on Saturdays and Sundays. 
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

deadline for submission is usually around 2-3 weeks before publication. When 

events are fast-changing, the best way to get up to date news about what I have 

been doing is through my website, or my twitter and facebook profiles. You can 

also find the most up-to-date advice on which businesses are able to open, and 

detailed guidance on re-opening on the government website https://

www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Please do get in touch if you help or support. You can contact me via email 

michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or call my office on 01202 624216. I send 

out a regular email update – you can sign up on my website 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk where you can also find links to 

the latest coronavirus advice. 

mailto:Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Below is a statement recently issued by 

Sam Crowe, Director of Public Health for 

Dorset 

 

Briefing note on current 
situation of COVID-19 cases  

1. Since the start of the COVID-19 

pandemic in January 2020, there 

has been a rapidly changing 

picture in terms of the information that public health teams and the public 

receive about cases and the impact of COVID-19. There have been 

problems, not least the different way that positive test results are counted 

and the fact they have been coming in two separate streams.  

 Pillar 1 which our hospitals have been leading, which tests patients and 

NHS staff   

 Pillar 2 (from late May) where anyone in the community who has 

symptoms can be tested at a drive through site (like Creekmoor in 

Poole), mobile testing unit or postal testing kits.  

2. Analysing data that comes from different sources is complicated and it has 

been taking a long time to get all the data streams together and 

validated, as they have been held by two separate systems.   

3. This has at times led to confusion. For example, in early July the additional 

Pillar 2 positive tests were added to the national COVID-19 dashboard at 

Upper Tier Local Authority Level, leading to an apparent ‘jump’ in case 

numbers for local areas. At the same time 30,000 positive test results were 

removed from the national dashboard because they were repeat tests on 

the same individual.   

4. Under the Dorset Local Resilience Forum’s Strategic Command Group, 

data briefings have been produced regularly via the EpiCell showing the 

information public health teams can access to help with our local response 

to the COVID-19 pandemic and recognising the above challenges.   

5. On 30 June local authority areas published their local outbreak 

management plans which sets out how we will respond to any outbreak in 

a high-risk setting, and actions we would take should cases start to rise.   

6. This short briefing sets out the current datasets that are not in the public 

domain that Directors of Public Health and their teams are able to access 
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Concern had been expressed that posts around the poplar plantation to the 

north-east of Briantspuddle may pose a road safety issue for walkers should a wire 

fence be erected.  It has been confirmed by the landowner that the posts have 

been placed purely to mark the boundary, there being no intention to erect a 

fence. 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 137 and section 133, 

the Parish Council sets aside a sum of money in its budget each year which can 

be applied for by local organisations for projects which will be of benefit to 

residents within the Parish.  The budget set aside from the precept for 2020/ 21 is 

£400. The deadline for applying for these grants has been extended to the end of 

September. There is further information and an application form available on the 

Briantspuddle Community Website under Council Procedures, Policies, Plans and 

Registers.  Any applications need to be made by 30th September and will be 

considered at the October Parish Council Meeting.  Any awards will be paid 

following the November Parish Council Meeting. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7pm on Wednesday the 

12th August. Please check the Parish Council section of the Community Website 

nearer the time for the agenda and information about how to join the meeting if 

it is once again to be held remotely. Residents wishing to raise issues may also 

contact the Parish Clerk in advance of the meeting if they prefer. 

Sue Jones, Chairman 

Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 
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to support this work and provide public assurance over the status of the 

pandemic in Dorset and BCP Councils.   

 

Current position  

1 The Director of Public Health receives information to support surveillance of 

COVID-19 from two main sources:  

  Public Health England South West Regional Health Protection Team   

 daily reports of positive COVID-19 cases received via communicable 

disease notifications. This tells us full postcode, age, gender and test 

route  

 a daily Alert Table showing the past 5 days’ positive cases from pillar 1 

and 2 tests. This information is non-identifiable but useful for comparison 

with other areas in the South West.   

  Public Health England National Field Epidemiology Service  

 weekly reports on total number of positive cases at Upper Tier Local 

Authority level from pillar 1 and pillar 2 tests. This checks whether the 

pattern exceeds the pattern from the past 10 days  

 a daily and weekly contact tracing report based on NHS Test and Trace 

information showing numbers of positive cases and contacts being 

managed, and overall cumulative totals by Upper Tier Local Authority 

level.   

2 All of these reports are protectively marked Official Sensitive and cannot be 

shared with third parties. They are provided by PHE for use by the Director of 

Public Health to assess the risk from COVID-19, and for assurance purposes.   

3 None of the datasets contain patient identifiable, confidential information. 

However, the datasets do contain data fields such as full postcode, age 

and gender. In theory, this could lead to the identification of individuals, 

particularly if cases are disclosed in small geographical areas.  

4  It is important to understand the limitations of these datasets. For example, 

under this situation, the Director of Public Health cannot know who the 

cases are who have tested positive for COVID-19, nor would we know 

anything about the contacts of cases. However, should there be any 

COVID-19 outbreak in an important setting like a care home or school, the 

Director of Public Health would be notified immediately so that we can 

support with the management of the outbreak. Further details would be 

shared during the management of the outbreak on a need to know basis, 

but the data is held by Public Health England on their health protection 

system (HP Zone) and not by the upper Tier Councils. This is to protect 

patient confidentiality and comply with data protection law.    
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Next steps  

1 There is work ongoing to develop dashboards showing Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 

test results for local areas, including using post coded data to illustrate 

numbers and rates of positive cases at UTLA and small area level. This 

dashboard is in the process of being launched this week, via NHS Digital.   

2 Data sharing agreements have also been signed between the Director of 

Public Health on behalf of BCP and Dorset Councils, and Public Health 

England in the past week. This will enable the team to receive personal 

level, confidential patient information about COVID-19 cases to support 

ongoing outbreak management and response.  

3 In addition the Director of Public Health has asked the regional Public 

Health England health protection team to undertake a validation 

exercise with NHS Test and Trace to obtain the outcome information for all 

of the positive COVID-19 cases in Dorset and BCP Councils over the past 

two weeks. This is to ensure that we can be confident in the level of 

contact tracing undertaken by NHS Test and Trace, and that any 

significant, complex cases are being escalated appropriately to the 

regional health protection team.  

4 It is important to be clear that the DPH will not be able to share any 

personal level data from this exercise, but will aim to provide a short 

summary that sets out the completeness of follow up of cases and 

contacts being managed by NHS Test and Trace.    

 

Summary  

1 Directors of Public Health have been receiving regular data from PHE 

detailing the numbers of positive cases from Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 in their 

populations for some time.   

2 They have also received a number of surveillance reports so we can see 

whether the local pattern of cases is in line with the recent trend, and for 

comparison with other areas in the South West. This means that although 

the Director of Public Health may know how many cases and contacts 

there are in their population, they could not legally know exactly who 

these people are. If an outbreak occurred, we would work through Public 

Health England to respond.   

3 The situation is ever evolving as new data becomes available.  Following 

the signing of data sharing agreements for both councils, the Director of 

Public Health will shortly be able to receive additional personal level 

confidential information on COVID-19 cases to support ongoing outbreak 

management and response.   
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

The Parish Council meeting on 8th July was once again held remotely in order to 

comply with Government social distancing guidance. Until restrictions around 

movement and public gatherings are lifted, the Parish Council will be holding all 

meetings remotely. 

The Parish Council welcomes plans which will see The Briantspuddle Community 

Complex start to re-open as Government restrictions begin to ease.  This will be a 

welcome return to a more normal community life.  Councillors are of course 

aware that the pandemic has restricted its tenant’s ability to operate normally.  In 

response to this situation at its July meeting Councillor’s agreed to offer a rent 

holiday to all of its tenants for the annual rental period 2020/21.  

An article in the June edition of 

this magazine sought to 

highlight the need for residents 

i n  t h e  P i d d l e  V a l l e y 

Conservation Area to obtain 

permission before carrying out 

work to trees on their land.  

Reference was made to the 

incorrect advice given by 

Dorset Council to one resident, 

that permission to fell a tree was 

not needed.  This mistake is 

being investigated by the Tree 

Officer.  In the article it was 

stated that a tree had been 

felled in Affpuddle before consent had been obtained.  The Parish Council has 

been made aware that in fact the tree had been cut three quarters of the way 

though the trunk, at which point the landowner was made aware of the need to 

apply for consent and contacted Dorset Council.  Permission was subsequently 

given under section 206 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to complete 

the felling.  Councillors welcome the opportunity to provide this clarification.   
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BOOSTING YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM 
There are things we can all do to help ourselves, whatever the current state of our 

health. There has been much research in the last few decades to help us know 

what can boost our immune system – so that even if we get viruses and illnesses, 

we are in a better position to fight them off. 

One thing is to drink a lot of water and eat simple foods, with lots of vegetables in 

our diet, and not too much sugar. This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t enjoy our 

food – in fact, enjoying our food helps us get much more benefit from it ... so ‘a 

little of what you fancy’, whether it’s chocolate, sugar or alcohol, is fine for the vast 

majority of people. But if you are regularly drinking so much that your body has to 

cope with hangovers, or eating more than your body needs, then it is not able to 

do its job properly of letting you do what you want to do in your life. 

Another thing is exercise – and walking is just 

about the best exercise for human beings. Most 

of us could walk more than we do. We are 

fortunate to live in the countryside, where it 

should be possible for us all to walk without 

being too close to people, if that becomes 

necessary. There is a lot of research to show 

that being in the fresh air, especially around 

trees, or the sea, or water such as lakes and 

streams, really helps boost the immune system. 

Yoga helps make people healthier, and the 

two most important things probably, in this respect, are the focus on breathing, 

and teaching people how to relax. If you can slow down your breathing a little, 

breathing fuller and deeper, but (and this is crucial) without any strain, then your 

body benefits and your mind does too – you feel calmer and clearer. You can 

combine this with some slow simple stretches, to give the lungs and organs more 

space – particularly important if you spend a lot of time sitting down.  

Relaxing consciously is so helpful because it is when we relax that the body can 

repair itself: when we are fearful, the body-mind goes into the stress response – the 

opposite of the relaxation response which helps the immune system. Instead, the 

body and mind think they need to get ready to fight or to run away – so the body 

diverts resources from the organs which help the immune system, to the arms and 

legs – great if you are being chased by a sabre-toothed tiger, not so helpful for 

combating many modern stressors. 

So one of the most important things is to not give into fear and panic. When you 

find yourself feeling anxious or fearful, try thinking instead of something that makes 

you feel happy and strong and safe: do this often and it gradually will change 

your thinking – and your health. 

Sarah Ryan, www.sarahryanyoga.co.uk 
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Letter to the Prime Minister 

Last month I included a letter from the leader of Dorset Council to the Prime 

Minister which asked for help in managing our visitor numbers and assistance in 

other areas because of how stretched we were as an authority whilst assisting the 

government response to the pandemic. Whilst we have had an 

acknowledgement, we have not had any substantive response as yet. 

 

Update for shielded residents 

As of 6th July, guidance for shielded residents has changed and whilst this may 

be good news it may be a cause of concern to others. Help remains available on 

the Dorset for You website. Alternatively a help line is open from Monday to 

Saturday 9am to 6 pm 01305 221000 

 

Leisure Centres 

The centres managed by Dorset Council welcomed back customers from 

Saturday 25 July. The news comes after the facilities closed in March due to 

COVID-19. Guidance published by the Government outlined measures that 

allowed indoor swimming pools and sports facilities to reopen. 

Social distancing measures 

will be in place in all the 

centres, together with rigorous 

cleaning regimes. Touch-

points, such as door handles 

and rai l ings, and al l 

equipment will be cleaned 

regularly and hand sanitising 

stations positioned around the 

buildings. Centre employees 

have received COVID-19 

training to help them 

understand and implement 

plans for the safety of 

customers. 

Full details of activities available, opening times and booking and payment 

arrangements can be found on each centre’s webpage, Visit the Dorset Council 

website to find the nearest centre and its opening hours. 

 

Dorset Libraries 

Dorset libraries will be offering an order and collect service from July. Following 
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the Government’s recent announcement, our libraries started a 

phased reopening from 8 July. The initial reopening plans focused on the safety of 

customers and library employees and will provide existing users with an order and 

collect service. People will be able to order their preferred categories of books 

and other items to collect at an allocated time from 22 of Dorset’s 23 libraries. 

Books will also be available to order online on our website  from 8 July by simply 

completing a short form about reading preferences. For those without online 

access, an order can be made by phoning 01305 228400. 

 

High Sherriff Awards 2020 

I know that both Dorset Council and many Town 

and Parish Councils are considering an award 

scheme for those residents who have gone 

above and beyond the call of duty during the 

Covid 19 pandemic, but I include this request for 

completeness. 

 

A message below from the High Sherriff 

It is customary for the High Sheriff of any county 

to make awards during his/her year.  These are 

normally made to individuals and organisations 

that the High Sheriff has come into contact with 

or worked with during the Shrieval Year.  These 

awards are an opportunity to not only recognise the exceptional work underway 

in the emergency services and criminal justice system, but also to celebrate the 

fantastic individuals and voluntary organisations who do so much to improve the 

social, cultural and economic fabric of Dorset life.  There will undoubtedly be 

many to be recognised in this unprecedented year. 

However, this year, the Coronavirus pandemic has brought together whole 

communities to work together for the safety, health and welfare of their areas.  In 

Dorset over 175 of these groups came into being; some pre-existed but many 

evolved from other groups or were formed specifically as a result of the 

emergency.   The one common thread is that a large number of that community 

had voluntarily rallied around to support others be it for shopping, collecting 

medicines or just company and a friendly voice.   

In these circumstances, it would difficult to pick out any one individual.  I have 

therefore decided in Dorset to create the High Sheriff’s Community Award to 

groups.   As lockdown eases and we are allowed to meet in groups once again 

(suitably spaced out) I very much look forward to being able to get out and 

about in the county, hearing of the experiences of those who have given so 

much and presenting both the Community Award as well as the traditional High 

Sheriff Award.     
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her turn round and I could hear gales of laughter 

when they saw the back of it. It’s not that bad 

but the problem will be resolved as she has an 

appointment with Hair Visions next Saturday 

morning.  The hair bands may convert into a 

useful face covering for going shopping.   

Last weekend I was taken on a family visit to 

Ashcott in Somerset.  I had a great day in the 

garden enjoying the views over the Somerset 

Levels but no one played ball with me as I have 

bad legs and had to rest.   

In our garden we are now picking runner beans.  

The tomatoes are nearly ripe but it has been 

windy and cooler than average.  So much for the 

dog days of summer.  No I am not mad it is not 

hot enough.  The Post Office is now back inside 

the pub so there is no queuing up the street. 

Things are getting back to normal the Pop In opens in September but we still have 

a long way to go. 

 

https://dorsetcouncil.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c39535cf4f9d1ca66af8d2b44&id=abd37e70f1&e=16edcd53e6
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The other day she discovered the Canadian Drag Race on BBC Three (iplayer).  

What a waste of time.  She certainly has a new vision of Canadian manhood.  I 

was whining at her and she just ignored me.   

I have been taken to the Royal Oak.  I was bored.  She was playing cards and no 

one gave me a biscuit. I was taken to the Drax Arms one evening no one gave me 

a biscuit.  I tried my best looking dead cute at Sarah, it didn’t work.  I haven’t lost 

my touch they had no dog biscuits.   WHAT NO DOG BISCUITS !  

 I can nearly always anticipate when we are going out for the day I get brushed.  

One day I was brushed and trimmed.  She was putting on lipstick and mascara as 

well.  It must be somewhere really good.  No, it was the vets.  The charming 

Spanish vet in Blandford.  We had to wait outside in the car park with a bleeper. 

Then, come forward to the meet and greet area when it bleeped.  I had to trot up 

and down while I was videoed on the phone before being taken away inside 

alone to be examined.  I really am in trouble, I have arthritis in both hips and on my 

near fore paw below the knee.  My owner has been really worried.  I have to take 

more drugs.  I get really suspicious when I am offered a piece of cheese.   It 

contains a tablet.  She thinks I don’t notice but I do.  The good news I am better 

but really hobble on hard ground. 

One afternoon my owner took me up to 

May’s Wood for a walk with some friends.  

The wide grass paths are really good for me 

no hard ground and plenty of space to pass 

making social distancing easy.   The wild 

flowers at the moment are stunning.  There 

are so many, knapweed, cornflowers daisies 

lots of different ones and loads of flying 

insects.  We saw several Marbled White 

Butterflies and Meadow Browns.   On the way 

back we can visit the Purbeck Ice Cream 

van at the Scout hut.  I LIKE ICE CREAM.  My 

owner bought cherries there one day to 

make jam but it didn’t set properly but has 

made a rather yummy cherry sauce instead.   

My owner walks me everyday in the field up 

North Street and at the moment it is full of 

flowering ragwort.  It looks really beautiful 

and is great for the Caterpillars of the rare 

Cinnabar Month.  It may be a pretty flower but in fact it is a notifiable weed 

because in its wilted state it is poisonous for cattle and horses.  I think the farmer at 

Townsend Farm is going to be delighted when the seeds are blown up on 

Woodbury Hill on the prevailing wind in a few weeks time.   

We are still having hair problems.  She was braver and took the scissors to the back 

of it.  At the next zoom session she was explaining this to her friends.  They made 
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So, if you would like to make a nomination for either award, please let me know.  I 

anticipate not a great deal will happen just yet, but once we are able to meet in 

groups, albeit suitably space out, then I can get out and about, meet people 

listen to their stories and make presentations. 

George Streatfield, High Sherriff of Dorset 2020-2021 Tel 01308 422770 / 07970 

770750 

  

Banning disposable BBQs 

Dorset Council is seeking agreement to 

bring in measures prohibiting or 

controlling the use of disposable 

barbecues and other fire-related 

activities in the area. 

In recent years, there have been a 

number of incidents of fire damage 

across Dorset as a result of disposable 

barbecues, bonfires close to heathland 

and dry wooded areas, the release of sky 

lanterns and other social activities. The 

most serious of these incidents was the 

recent fire at Wareham Forest which 

affected 180 hectares of heathland and was declared a major incident by the 

Fire and Rescue Service. 

Dorset Council’s Cabinet has requested that council officers work closely with 

Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service, and other key stakeholders, to look 

at a range of enforcement options, and other alternatives to control or prohibit 

barbecues and other fire-related activities. It is incredibly difficult to enact local 

legislation on this so we are also working with our MPs to try to persuade them of 

the need for national action on this very serious problem. 

 

New Coastal Partnership 

A new coastal partnership has been established between BCP Council and 

Dorset Council. The Dorset Coastal Engineering Partnership will provide an 

effective and co-ordinated approach in the delivery of schemes to help protect 

residents and communities from coastal flooding and erosion. 

As well as designing and delivering large government funded projects, the main 

functions of the new partnership will be to set long term strategies for managing 

the shoreline, maintain coastal assets and influence the industry through sound 

research and innovative techniques. The Partnership will work closely with the 

 

https://www.dwfire.org.uk/news-events/wareham-forest-fire-updates-18-22-may/
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=152&MId=4729&Ver=4
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Wessex Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (WRFCC).  They will consider the 

co-ordination of proposed schemes and how the costs and benefits of any 

investment can be spread between geographical areas, communities and 

sectors. 

The new Dorset Coastal Engineering Partnership area stretches from Lyme Regis in 

the west to Chewton Bunny in the east. 

 

Virtual Council Meetings 

Although there has been a campaign by government to get people to return to 

work, we have been advised that this is not to be the case for Councils and that 

we should continue to work virtually for the moment. This is disappointing as we 

were planning on holding “hybrid” meetings from September with some 

Councillors in attendance and some who are still shielding attending over the 

internet. We are taking advice and will be looking to restart as soon as we can. In 

any case the legislation for holding virtual meetings has a “sunset clause” that 

stipulates we can not do this after March of next year. 

 

The financial impact of Covid 19 on housing 

Citizens Advice and Shelter are 

joining forces to help local 

people cope with the financial 

impact of the Coronavirus 

crisis. One of the effects of the 

ongoing crisis is that some 

D o r s e t  r e s i d e n t s  a r e 

experiencing pressure on their 

finances. Many individuals and 

families have seen their 

incomes reduce over the past 

few months and this has had 

the impact of increasing rent 

and mortgage arrears for these residents; many of whom were already 

experiencing very tight budgets. 

 Whilst there is currently a hold on actual court repossession action, the concern is 

that this problem is building up and without early action, people’s homes could be 

under threat. With good advice and support, those experiencing difficulties can 

maximise their income and manage any rent or mortgage arrears in a way that 

keeps them in their home. Kate Parker from Shelter Dorset commented: "It's about 

getting the right help early on. We really encourage people to seek support from 

our specialist housing team before it reaches a crisis point." 
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IT’S A DOG’S LIFE 

DOG DAYS 

The dog days of summer are when Sirius (The Dog Star) appears to rise just before 

the sun in late July.    These days coincide with the flowering of the dog rose and 

are often the hottest time of the year, a period that could bring fever or even 

catastrophe.    The Dog Rose is so named because of its prickly nature and a 

belief that the roots should be used if one is bitten by a rabid dog.  Hence the 

expression “Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the Midday sun”. It may also 

explain why we get riots on hot days and why, mad people converged on 

Bournemouth Beach on the only really hot day of the year so far.   

My owner went to 

Ringstead to sit on the 

beach and look at 

the cruise liners 

moored out in 

Weymouth Bay.  I 

didn’t go as it was 

thought it would too 

hot and too stony on 

the beach for me.  I 

LOVE GOING TO THE 

BEACH .  I rush around 

make friends with 

everyone on the 

beach getting them 

to throw things for me.  They think I am a lost dog.  My owner pretends I am not 

her dog as I am embarrassing her.   

I know lockdown is easing but as far as I am concerned its worse.  I AM BORED, 

BORED, BORED!  My owner has purchased a Now TV stick and has persevered to 

install it on the TV so she can watch test cricket.  She worked out that with three 

test matches in a calendar month she can watch three games (15 days) for one 

month’s subscription.  She did intend to keep it until September so she could 

watch the Ryder cup Golf but as that has been cancelled.   I think she will cancel 

at the end of the month.  I am delighted.    Honestly cricket, it goes on an on, for 

FIVE DAYS!!!  She sits there doing her knitting squirming with excitement on the 

televised reviews or slumped in the chair snoring.  She was really gloomy after 

England lost the first test.  At the time of writing we have two more tests to go.  I 

don’t know if I can cope. 

What humans don’t realize is that, their dogs watch them all the time.  In the 

mornings when I want to go out for a walk she is on Facebook, checking emails 

and I often get quite cross.  What can be more important than taking me out?  

 



64 

August 2020 

 

Bere Regis Memory Walk … Walk your own Walk  

We have had to cancel the Bere Regis Memory Walk this year, but you can still 

help the Alzheimer's Society by doing your own private or family walk. My family 

and I will be going on a walk and then 

making a donation to this Just Giving page 

that I have set up for the "Bere Regis 

Memory walk, walk  your own walkers  

"https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

a l i s o n - b e n n e t t 2 8 

So anytime up until the  12th of September 

why not walk for a world without dementia 

and make a donation. 

Covid 19 has had a massive negative 

effect on all fundraising; here is a small and 

enjoyable way you can make a real 

difference to people living with dementia. If you would prefer to give me a cash 

donation that is fine and can be dropped to my house 3 Rye Hill Close in an 

envelope marked Memory Walk Donation and I will add it into the fund. So please 

support the Alzheimer’s Society and Lets all  Walk for a World Without Dementia. 

 

Pop In Performers Group 

We are really missing all the children and everyone that attends Performers group. 

We really hope that we will be able to start this much loved village group back up 

again in January 2021 we may possibly look into an outdoor performance during 

the summer of next year if things are still restricted. 

 

Community Shed Project Update 

Unfortunately for number of reasons the shed premises that we were looking at 

has fallen through, but it is hoped that we can in the future start up a repair shop 

project in the lower village Hall. Currently we are utilising this space as a Food 

Bank during the pandemic but when it is no longer in use, we will look into 

addressing the need of the people who were keen to start up a community Shed. 

Please Check out Pop In Place Website popinplace.org  where I will be posting all 

the up to date info about the group. 

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 
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Daniel Cadisch, Chief Officer from Citizens Advice Central Dorset said: "Our 

network of volunteers and paid staff across the whole of the wider Dorset area is 

there to help right now. We have remained open via phone and online services 

throughout the whole crisis. The partnership work with Shelter allows us to help 

keep people in their homes by getting the right specialist help in place." 

For help contact: 

Dorset Adviceline: 0344 411 1444 

Shelter: 0808 800 4444 

 

Surgery  

We are not holding face to face meetings now. However, we would be delighted 

to ring and talk to you. Please ring or email us with the subject matter so that we 

can prepare ourselves. Peter’s email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com 

telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  

telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 

 

Dorset Property Care 
Allan Slater 

Based in Briantspuddle 
 

 Services 

 Building maintenance 

 General joinery 

 Garden maintenance 

 Ground works 

 

07973 158092 
 

allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 
www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Falison-bennett28%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3UglCLpccytRRx24RoiZO-9rfpjyXkWaaF56FDqoyCyTy5kJitTgQpQ1A&h=AT28gKfymfumONAzmOgpBnOrQ17Dtn0QpGhIE88LesHwC5Ez5ECCo0cA-D_fovyM22NY9NTXODi0tY_uheBD90e
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Falison-bennett28%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3UglCLpccytRRx24RoiZO-9rfpjyXkWaaF56FDqoyCyTy5kJitTgQpQ1A&h=AT28gKfymfumONAzmOgpBnOrQ17Dtn0QpGhIE88LesHwC5Ez5ECCo0cA-D_fovyM22NY9NTXODi0tY_uheBD90e
mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:Allan@dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
http://Www.dorsetpropertycare.co.uk
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BERE REGIS NEWS 

The Parish Council met remotely via Zoom on Thursday 9th July 2020. The next 

meeting will be on Thursday 10th September, again remotely. If you wish to join the 

meeting, or wish to send a question in to be read out, please contact the clerk 

beforehand. 

 

Food & Drink Market  

Due to the Coronavirus, the Dorset Food & Drinks Markets have been unable to 

operate. They are now looking at organising a series of small 'pop up markets' in 

villages around the county. The Clerk had been in discussion with the market co-

ordinator regarding the possibility of holding a small market on Souls Moor in 

August. The organisers are still looking at all the logistics but, if successful, this 

would be an opportunity for parish producers to showcase their wares. As soon as 

dates and details are confirmed, we will advertise the event throughout the 

parish. 

 

Community Volunteer Co-Ordinator 

The Parish Council unanimously agreed to the appointment of Councillor Brenda 

House as our Community Volunteer Co-Ordinator formalising many of the roles 

she already undertakes under one banner. Brenda has for many years organised 

the Salt & Pepper Lunch Club and NeighbourCar scheme and this gives her the 

opportunity to expand the volunteer network that has been set up to help with 

the requirements of villages during the Pandemic and hopefully proved a wide 

reaching service for all to benefit in the future. 

 

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:  Ian Ventham  471480 ianrventham@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman:  Bryan Benjafield  07969 

770890  

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk  

Parish Clerk:  Amanda 

Crocker  

472327 bereregispc@gmail.com 

Websites: www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.bereregis.org 

63 

August 2020 

 

are struggling and need a delivery  please email me  on popinplace@gmail.com 

or telephone 01929 472023 

Thank you to Jo Bruce and Jo and Claire Syrett and  Paul Bennett who are helping 

to run this initiative.  

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 

POP IN PLACE NEWS 

Have the courage to begin again …. 

After such a long time it will be very hard for many 

people to become social beings again and the thought 

of mixing with others in the community will for some be a 

cause of anxiety. We at the Pop In Place understand 

these feelings. 

From the 11th of 

September we will be 

opening in the upper 

village Hall we will be 

offering our new 

Rainbow Pop in cafes 

on Friday mornings   

(only) for the time 

being from 10am until 

12 noon.  

The café will be rather 

different and much more spread 

out to allow for social distancing, 

but we are working hard to make it 

as safe and as friendly as we 

possibly can. 

If you are interested in helping out 

in any way please email me on 

popinplace@gmail.com  

There will be a covid safe training 

session for all helpers on Friday 4th 

September at 10am. 

 

 

 

mailto:popinplace@gmail.com
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DRAX HALL  

Redecoration of the Hall deep clean  and 
Covid  secure preparations. 

During the lockdown we have had the whole building 

redecorated and deep cleaned. 

Shortly the hall will be available for some hiring in the 

upper room only as the Lower room is still a food bank. 

Due to the pandemic there are stringent rules and 

regulations that have to be adhered to if you want to re start a group or do a one 

off hiring. If you wish to know the details please telephone Lyn Simmonds 01929 

471528 for the contract for hiring.  

The Village Hall AGM will be rearranged for a later date see magazine for details  

 

Defibrillators in Bere Regis   -  All of these are Public Access 

Drax Arms West Street  - Visible from street on front wall 

The Village Hall North Street  -  Visible from Street on front wall 

The Sports Club end of North Street  - On Wall of the larger white building near 

entrance (not the old barn building) 

There is a defibrillator at the Doctors Surgery Manor Farm Road for use by them it 

would only be available when the surgery was open. Monday -Friday 8.30- 6.30 

Weds 8.30 -4pm 

There is also a defibrillator at the school that would only be available when the 

school is open. 

 

DRAX 

HALL 

GET IN TOUCH WITH US IF YOU NEED TO 
USE THE FOOD BANK  

Thank you to everyone who is kindly 

donating food to the Food Bank there are 

still  boxes in the Spar Shop  Bere Regis and 

at  the Church and a box at the Village Hall 

North Street Bere Regis. 

The Pop In Place continue to run a food 

bank and have just had a grant of £2,000 to 

help us to continue into the Autumn. If you 
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Certificates of Appreciation 

During the recent pandemic, we have been heartened by the number of people 

within the parish who have gone above and beyond to help others with a 

multitude of tasks and favours, with no expectation in return. In due course, after 

lockdown has ended, we would like to present these people with a Certificate of 

Appreciation to show our thanks for all that they have done for our community 

during this time. If there is anybody, or any organisation, you would like to 

nominate to be recognised in this way, please send details to the Clerk, on 

bereregispc@gmail.com. 

 

Play Park Opening 

Hopefully by the time you read this, 

the play park will have re-opened. 

At time of writing we are still waiting 

for the fitting of some new brackets 

to stop the current posts from 

deteriorating, and the arrival of new 

eco-friendly rubber bark.  

We are taking this opportunity to 

ensure that we’ve made every 

precaution we can to keep the park 

“Covid Safe” so that it can be 

enjoyed by all upon it’s reopening. We will be installing guidance notices and 

signs around the park asking for people to use common sense when using the 

facilities and ensuring we do everything we can to maintain a safe space. We 

hope to re-open the park by the end of July and thank you for your patience. 

 

Wildflower Verges 

Bere Regis Parish Council is hoping to create new 

wildflower verges around the parish to provide flower-rich 

habitat alongside our roads.  This habitat will provide food 

for pollinating insects such as bees and butterflies, habitat 

for many invertebrates and small mammals, and help the 

survival of rare and common wildflower species.   

Lowland grassy verges are widespread throughout the UK, 

and can include cowslips, oxeye daisy, scabious, clover, 

vetches, knapweed and meadow cranesbill.  Sometimes 

with the right management verges can also support 

orchids.  

The wildflower verges around the parish will not be planted 
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with annual flowers as this requires time to prepare the ground for sowing and can 

be expensive.  A new cutting and collecting regime will be used instead, with 

fewer cuts each year at different times of year.  A cut later in summer rather than 

spring can provide time for summer flowering plants to set seed.  Some plants such 

as yellow rattle, which helps to keep tougher grasses down, could be introduced.  

It is important that any cut material is removed as wildflowers and the more 

delicate grasses thrive in nutrient poor soils.  

The Bere Regis Wildlife and Environment Group will carry out a short survey this 

summer to determine the best areas in which to create wildflower verges.  

We will be working with Highways in order to comply with any highway regulations. 

Road safety is a priority and sightlines will be maintained.  

 

Open Spaces 

We would like to express 

our appreciation to Brian 

May and Tilhill Forestry  for 

the May’s Wood area. 

Now, 7 years on from the 

original tree planting, a 

great diversity of wildlife 

has evolved and we are 

told by naturalists that this 

is now an exceptional 

area.  Although primarily 

woodland, there are wide 

open rides for visitors to 

enjoy as they walk through 

the woodland. The trees 

are growing rapidly and 

scrub is developing which 

supports interesting wildlife. It is fascinating to see how the wood changes over the 

seasons. The sowing of both annual and perennial wildflowers has created 

spectacular shows of colour.  We all enjoy walking along the rides through the 

wood and can we remind all dog walkers to pick up and dispose of droppings 

appropriately. 

Bryan Benjafield 
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Most people think that 

yoga is about contorting 

yourself into weird shapes 

and learning to relax. 

You definitely do learn 

how to relax (and most 

people in our culture 

really need that), but it 

really isn’t about weird 

shapes – if it were, the best yogis would be circus performers. 

Yoga evolved as a theory and practice, as an answer to the perennial questions, 

‘Why do we suffer?’ and ‘What can we do about it?’  

It recognises that we have many different aspects – body, breath, mind, 

emotions, habits, attitudes, principles, beliefs – and that they are all 

interconnected, affecting each other.  It offers many different ways in which we 

can make life better for ourselves.... that is one of its keys: you do it for yourself, 

you don’t have to rely on anyone else... in fact, you HAVE to do it for yourself. As 

such, it is very self-empowering. 

One of the things I love most about it is that it’s practical. It says, if you practise 

this, you will gradually change those habits that aren’t helping you and replace 

them with better ones, whether the habits are physical (stooping instead of 

standing upright, for instance), mental (replacing seeing everything in the worst 

light, with a more sanguine outlook) or emotional (feeling very anxious, or having 

very low self-esteem). 

Why should we change our outlook? To decrease suffering... if you always look 

only at the dark cloud and never at the silver lining, your life will be very joyless. 

Yoga does not recommend rose-tinted spectacles, but I does say that we should 

try and see things as clearly and honestly as possible. 

When people come to see me as a yoga teacher or therapist, we discuss their life 

and what they feel they want to change. We evolve a practice – which could be 

anything from 5 minutes to 25 minutes, to start with. I write it down and they go 

away and do it, ideally every day. This way, various things including their 

breathing gradually improve, so that all bodily systems start working better, and 

they begin to feel better. Then they come back after a little while and, 

depending on how things are going, the practice evolves some more. 

If you want to find out more, go to my website, www.sarahryanyoga.co.uk. 

Sarah Ryan  

YOGA  

http://www.sarahryanyoga.co.uk
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Dorset my Dorset 

Dorset, my Dorset, the county where I was born 

With green fields and watercress beds and fields of golden corn 

I love your pretty villages, cottages with thatch 

You have a charm all of your own, no other county can match 

 

The Swanage train bustling along, 

past Corfe Castle on the hill 

Countless pebbles on Chesil Beach, 

the view from Portland Bill 

Water sparkling with silver light, the 

harbour that Poole can boast 

Lovely walks along the paths of 

your beautiful heritage coast 

 

The countryside reflects in Dorset 

folk, kindly and full of mirth 

Friendly, smiling and contented. I’m 

glad Dorset gave me my birth 

Ferries leave, taking people away from Weymouth and Poole Quay 

It’s lovely to watch them from Evening Hill, sailing to sea 

 

Time stands still in Dorset’s quiet lanes 

And at Arne where the heath meets the sea 

Here all nature seems to be at peace 

Where country and people live in harmony. 

Eileen Richardson 

The sun be up 

The sun be up and so be oi 

I see en shining in the sky 

But if I get up and there be rain 

I soon get back in bed again! 

Eileen Richardson 

 

25 

August 2020 

 

BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

At the time of writing the fine, warm, sunny weather 

has returned. Please do your bit by topping up your 

bird bath or if you haven’t got one put out a saucer of 

water for birds and hedgehogs. They’ll appreciate it 

and you will have the joy of seeing more wildlife in 

your garden. 

 

May’s Wood 

Last month we described some of the wildlife that can be seen in May’s Wood 

and the associated wild flower areas and we make no apology for describing 

more about what wildlife is there. In the words of two well-known Dorset 

ecologists, this is now an exceptional area for wildlife. Much has been said 

recently about the importance of bringing back nature to create a ‘Living 

Landscape’ and we now have a wonderful example of this for the benefit not 

only for wildlife but also the wellbeing of people. The meadows and woodland 

are buzzing with a wide range of insects and as you walk along the edge the 

meadow masses of grasshopper jump before you. At the time of writing over 10 

butterflies could be seen within about 2 metres including – Marbled White, 

Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper, Large and Small Skippers, Peacock, Red Admiral 

and Brimstone, a sight that has been missing in much of the countryside for many 

years. 

The wild flower areas 

have been carefully 

m a n a g e d  w i t h 

preliminary ploughing to 

create the great show of 

annuals flowers with a 

sown mix including 

c o r n f l o w e r ,  c o r n 

marigold, and the white 

corn chamomile (which 

replaces the oxeye daisy 

which flowers earlier in 

the season). As well as 

the sown plants other native plants have found a home here rather than on 

intensively cultivated land. 

 The perennial natives notably knapweeds, wild carrot and yellow patches of 

lady’s bedstraw were sown several years ago and have become well 
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established. Tilhill Forestry who manage Mays Wood have cut parts of this area 

just before  flowering so that the plants here will re grow  and produce a good 

show later in the season. 

 We now have a wonderful range of contrasting wildlife habitats from the 

heathland on the top of Black Hill, ancient woodland on the southern slope, Mays 

Wood and the sown dry meadow, then our village wet meadow nature reserve 

and Bere Stream. Many would say “You can’t get better than that!” 

 

Glow Worms 

In previous years Glow Worms have been seen in the hedgerows bounding May’s 

Wood, below Black Hill. Unfortunately, we’ve had no reports of sightings this year. 

If you have seen any, please let us know. 

The glow worm, Lampyris noctiluca, is not at all worm-like but is a beetle up to 25 

mm long. Only the wingless female glows strongly, to attract the flying males. 

Each individual female has an adult glowing life of only a few weeks (from June 

through to early September) until she mates, lays her eggs and dies. A chemical 

reaction in the tail of the beetle forms the glow, which is about as bright as an LED 

light on a hi-fi.  

 

Nature Sightings 

We would be very interested to hear of 

your local wildlife sightings (common or 

unusual), so as to build up a picture of 

what is about and when it first arrives / 

emerges. An occasional and beautiful 

sight along Bere Stream is the Kingfisher, 

pictured here. 

 

Nature Notes 

We are continuing to post occasional 

Nature Notes on the village Facebook 

page and distributing them to all on our e

-mailing list. Do look out for them – they 

provide some information on local and 

seasonal wildlife sights, be they plants, animals, insects etc, and are 

accompanied by some amazing photos. Let us know if there is anything you 

would like us to cover and if you have any photos we could post, please email 

them to us. If you would like to be included on the e-mailing list, please contact 

us. 
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The Jubilee Bonfire was recorded in this wonderful poem by “Pam.” - Pam Hoare 

 

We had a great big bonfire on top of Woodbury Hill, 

It was so perishing cold up there, I thought we would all be ill, 

They were selling soup, all piping hot, “Don’t burn your mouths,” they said 

So we stood round holding our paper cups, burning our hands instead. 

 

When the kids had drunk their soup, and the hot dogs were all sold, 

They layed down on the grass, then down the hill they rolled. 

What they didn’t realise was, that earlier that day, 

Seventy or Eighty Guernsey cows had chanced to pass that way. 

 

Some of us decided to sing national songs and we climbed up under the trees, 

There were nine or ten of us all singing in different keys. 

We sang “Rule Britannia” and Elgar’s “Land of Hope”, 

While half of Bere Regis stood watching us, I felt a proper dope. 

 

“Time’s going on,” said Jimmy Shave, “Sing the National Anthem now”, 

I’ve wondered since if ‘twas the time, or if he couldn’t stand the row, 

So we gathered round the fire, folks both young and old, 

Our faces they got burning hot, but our backs were freezing cold. 

 

The boys drained all the cider bottles that they found lying around. 

I tripped over one young lad who had flaked out on the ground. 

“Get up you silly boy” I said, “You’ll catch your death of cold” 

“I would” he said “But tis me legs, they seem to want to fold!” 

 

Then the mothers sought their children, and that was quite a game. 

After rolling down the hill the kids all looked the same. 

I’m sure we all enjoyed ourselves though ‘twas cold and that was a pity, 

And now I think it’s time to say “Thank you, Jubilee Committee.” 

 

What a wonderful commentary on a memorable occasion! 

SDB 
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POETRY CORNER 

I have been looking through the archives of the Bere Regis Parish Magazine from 

many years ago, and what fascinating reading it makes. 

The village has always been very active with Church events, Bell Ringers, Mothers 

Union, Young Wives, RNLI, Guides, Scouts, Floral Group, Women’s’ Institute, 

amongst many other groups and gatherings. 

In June 1977 along with the rest 

of the country, the village 

celebrated the Silver Jubilee of 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s 

reign.  A Committee was formed 

and there was a whole week of 

events including, on Monday, a 

Bonfire on top of Woodbury Hill, 

on Tuesday, a Sports and Gala 

Day with 11 sideshows and 

Maypole Dancing, where all the 

children were presented with 25 

pence commemorative pieces.  

There was a Grand Dance at the 

Drax Hall and a competition for 

the Best Dressed Building.  On Wednesday there was a Tea and Old Tyme Music 

Hall for the over 60’s, and a Fund Raising Grand Draw.  The Carnival Queen was 

chosen at a Disco at the Youth Club, and everyone had a wonderful time! 

some bare ground (for ground-nesting bee holes), with a gradual transition as you 

move into the field; consider maintaining uncut/uncultivated/unfertilised margins; 

control undesirable plants (e.g. nettles, bracken, cleavers) especially after 

coppicing/laying 

4. Unshaded ditches with gently sloping banks 

Benefit - Feeding and breeding sites for mammals and birds; presence of ditches 

increases number of hedge birds; water in ditches increases invertebrates 

Management - Clear overshadowing branches and vegetation; clean ditches on 

rotation every 5 years (not all in the same year) retaining some plants and debris; 

avoid chemicals and fertilisers near ditches 

For more information and resources on hedgerows, go to www.hedgelink.org.uk 

Ellie MacConnachie and Hilary Habberfield 
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Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our e-mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com /  01929 471563  

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or 

Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 0775 988 4942 

 

http://www.hedgelink.org.uk
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tree-management/tree-preservation-orders/tree-preservation-orders.aspx). 

1. Mature hedgerow trees  

Benefit - Bird & bat roosting sites; insect habitats; 

fungi & lichen. 60% of species in a hedgerow will 

utilise the tree. A range of tree ages and species 

is even better. 

Management - Plant trees into hedge gaps or 

allow shrubs to grow into trees; deadwood 

should be retained if possible; consider 

replacing trees lost in storms. Considerate 

pollarding of older trees can extend the tree’s 

life and create wildlife friendly features – seek 

expert guidance. 

2. Dense shrub layer with plenty of fruit and 

flowers  

Benefit - Early flowering 

shrubs (e.g. blackthorn) 

provide a great early nectar 

source for bees, butterflies 

and other insects; hedges 

with shrubs flowering at 

different times of the year 

maximise benefits; many 

animals shelter and breed in 

hedges 

Management - Ideally, cut 

hedges in winter on a 3 year 

rotation with each cut being 

10cm higher than the 

previous cut to allow 

incremental growth (cutting 

every 3 years produces 2.5 

times more hawthorn and 

blackthorn flowers than annual cutting); rejuvenate gappy, over-trimmed, or 

overly-mature hedges by coppicing, laying, and gapping up 

3. Tussocky bases and herb-rich margins 

Benefit - Breeding and nesting sites for many animals (bees, grass snakes, 

hedgehogs, etc); foraging ground for species sheltering in the hedge 

Management - Create a range of habitats including messy tall grass and detritus, 

 

 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/countryside-management/tree-management/tree-preservation-orders/tree-preservation-orders.aspx
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Natural England staff are often asked by farmers 

and land owners how best to manage their hedges. 

So what are we looking for in a hedgerow managed 

for general wildlife interest? There are 4 key features 

to a hedge which are considered overleaf. Whilst 

this advice primarily applies to countryside hedges, 

please use this as a guide to help encourage wildlife in your garden hedges too.  

Please also remember that it is an offence under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 to damage or destroy the nests of any wild birds while it is in use or being 

built. Therefore please avoid cutting hedges, even in private gardens, during bird 

nesting season (March to August).  

Countryside hedgerows, those on agricultural land, horse paddocks, bordering 

protected sites and common land, are protected by regulations (you can read 

more here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-hedgerows-regulation-and

-management) and legislation (see more here: http://www.legislation.gov.uk/

uksi/1997/1160/contents/made). 

Hedges and trees are important for wildlife and people in urban areas too. Some 

trees are protected by tree preservation orders (read more here: https://

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/countryside-management/

Thankfully his father called him in for tea and we had no other chance to learn 

more of our modern world. 

The question is, are today’s children missing out? If so on what? What should be 

done about it? Did God really create this very complex world for mankind simply 

to exploit and then ignore. 

 In my opinion, we should start with the basics. Let’s all take time out and 

appreciate the things that have no monetary value. All the beautiful and the 

plain, the intricate and the simple and the inter-relationships between them all.. 

Hopefully this will ring bells, switch on some warning lights and cause mankind to 

think. Lets help the younger generation see the world from a new light. To 

misquote, “It does not have be gold to sparkle.” God given, we are the temporary 

custodians, our children are the future. Let them be clear of their future 

responsibilities, let them learn to love the natural ways. May God bless us all, 

despite the mess we continually make. 

 Ted Cox 

MANAGING HEDGEROWS 
FOR WILDLIFE  
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

Flu clinics Bere Regis Surgery 
2020 

Due to the threat of Coronavirus we 

have different options for you to book 

this year.   

We will be operating a one-way system at all venues.  As some venues have stairs 

to exit, we recommend those with mobility aids or those unsteady on their feet 

come to our easy access venues. 

 

Dates and Locations 

Saturday 19th September  Morning  Briantspuddle Village Hall     

 Easy access 

Saturday 26th September        Morning Bere Regis Scout Hut 

Saturday 3 October          Morning  Winterborne Kingston Village Hall

 Easy access  

Wednesday 7 October  Afternoon Bere Regis Surgery 

Wednesday 14 October          Afternoon Bere Regis Surgery 

Wednesday 21 October  Afternoon Bere Regis Surgery 

Saturday 31 October         Morning Bere Regis Scout Hut 

Alternative arrangements can be made on request by those patients who have 

been shielding or are housebound. 

This year we ask you to: 

 Arrive at the exact appointment time 

 Provide easy access to your upper arms 

 Wear a face mask or face covering 

 Stay at home if you or a household member have symptoms 

Please phone 01929 471268 to book your appointment 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-hedgerows-regulation-and-management
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/countryside-hedgerows-regulation-and-management
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1997/1160/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1997/1160/contents/made
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/countryside-management/tree-management/tree-preservation-orders/tree-preservation-orders.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/countryside-management/tree-management/tree-preservation-orders/tree-preservation-orders.aspx
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We cut swords, bows and arrows, 

lances, staves and catapults from 

the hazel underwood and I never 

remember any serious problems 

resulting. We knew and understood 

the countryside and respected it. 

Everyone was physically fit and we 

didn’t need tracksuits, trainers, or 

replica premier league football 

shirts. We simply wore old school 

clothes or if we had older male 

relatives, “hand me downs”. We all 

had our jobs to do at home but the 

majority of our time was spent out and about in fields, woodland and 

occasionally in ponds or even in the “rec” or as the  grown ups called it, the 

recreation ground, where a cricket bat and ball or a football depending on the 

season, were much appreciated 

Life was simple, the calendar was worked out by the wild flowers that were 

picked (it wasn’t an offence in those days.) Every boy in the village wanted to be 

the first to bring home a bunch of primroses for his mother, followed in sequence 

by violets, bluebells, cowslips, columbines and campions etc. We  were always on 

the lookout for any orchid species but were extremely aware of their value 

environmentally. Later in the year we would celebrate our natural harvests of wild 

strawberries, blackberries, crab apples, elder berries, sloes, hazelnuts, mushrooms 

and firewood. We didn’t realise it then but we were conservationists, botanists, 

zoologists, ecologists all practising a sustainable lifestyle.    

We appreciated the natural world and were 

taught to understand it. We spent less time 

indoors because we were in the way of our 

mothers and once we had finished our daily 

chore, out we went. Today children are so 

busy on their mobile phones or laptops, that 

going outside is a chore. How lucky we were 

to have lived then, an earlier life, when we 

knew about seasonality of life, when parsnips 

were in season, when new potatoes were 

ready for digging and scraping and when 

apples were ready for picking. Recently I 

asked a young boy whether he knew any wild 

birds, He replied, “yes albatrosses and eagles. 

I then asked if he knew any of the trees within 

sight there were in fact the sycamore we were 

standing under and limes, beech, wild cherry, 

yew, holly, buckthorn and elder and he came 

up with oak tree and there wasn’t one in sight. 
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 Over the Hill 

I use this heading in a completely different context to last months heading and I 

apologise for the quality of my last month’s article. This article relates to my life 

some seventy years ago and again talks of the countryside. How many times 

have you heard the phrase,“ Where have all the years gone?” Or the saying, 

“Haven’t things changed?” This article refers to the past and it is up to you to 

decide if all the changes are for the good or not, 

My memories of my boyhood are recalled with great joy, especially the summer 

holidays back in the forties, when I spent my earlier years in the pretty little  

Hampshire  village of Buriton, which nestles under the northern side of the South 

Downs. near Butser Hill, the highest point of the downs. This was until the age of 

nine when I moved to Blackmoor, some nine miles to the north,west. What a 

difference moving from the light, hilly well drained soils, overlying chalk to the 

heavy, damp, level clay soils of Lord Selbourne’s  huge estate. What a difference 

there was to the woodlands, going from the predominant, beech woods with 

hazel underwood to predominantly oak woodland again with hazel coppice 

underneath. New species of trees, flowers, birds and butterflies became familiar 

to me.  

Despite this I was only ten years old, in both places the majority of my time was 

spent outdoors, in the company of other village boys. The “gangs” would consist 

of up to perhaps ten youngsters of various ages, ranging from age eight to 

fourteen. Anybody older than that would spend their summer holidays working 

on the farms locally. 

These boys knew their countryside, they loved it and were rarely in trouble or 

created any damage. The older members of the gang taught the juniors the 

names of plants, flowers, birds. butterflies and insects. If something rare and 

unknown turned up they would be referred to our parents, relatives or as a last 

resort our teachers. 

We built camps, lit fires to fry pancakes 

in an old disused frying pan, willingly 

donated by one of the mothers. We 

baked potatoes, chestnuts and 

apples, ate crab apples, wild 

strawberries, blackberries, acorns, 

pignuts and the occasional russet from 

the rectory’s orchard. We knew where 

we could obtain drinking water so we 

would stay away all day. 

LOCKDOWN STORIES 
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BERE REGIS WI 

Despite having to cancel the National Federation 

of WI’s Annual Meeting where resolution selection 

normally takes place, the mandate for the 2020 

resolutions was overwhelmingly clear from voting 

at the short listing stage.  With over 70% of the 

votes between them, resolutions on stem cells and modern slavery have been 

adopted for this year’s campaigns. 

The specific resolutions are: 

 A call to increase 

potential stem cell donor 

registration 

There is an urgent need to 

increase the number of people 

registered on the aligned UK 

stem cell registry in order to 

provide potentially life-saving 

treatment to people of all ages 

with certain blood cancers. We 

call on all WI members to 

promote registration to the 

database to avoid people dying 

whilst waiting for a match. 

 

 End Modern Slavery 

There are tens of thousands of victims 

of modern slavery hiding in plain 

sight in the UK. Modern slavery has 

severe consequences for the health 

and mental wellbeing of survivors. 

The NFWI calls on the Government to 

protect victims of modern slavery in 

the first instance and deliver longer 

term support to help them rebuild 

their lives. We call on our members to 

raise awareness of the prevalence of 

modern slavery throughout society and to campaign to defeat it. 

The next step will be for the Public Affairs Department to develop a range of 

educational and discussion materials over the coming weeks and months to allow 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

members to consider the issues in more depth.  Initially, these will focus on ways 

that members can learn more about the issues raised by the resolutions, with full 

campaign packs to follow later. 

Hopefully, with the continued easing of lockdown restrictions over the coming 

months, we will be able to meet in person to discuss these materials and how we 

at Bere Regis WI might engage with promoting these campaigns.   

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 

 

All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

g.lewis515@btinternet.com. 
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troops stationed at Bovington Camp, during which time a recorded 39,899 cups of 

tea were served!] 

The property now passes to her second son, Flag Commander Plunkett, whom we 

shall doubtless see a great deal of when the duties of a naval officer become less 

arduous than they are today.’ 

In addition to his illustrious career in the Navy, the Times obituary also noted that 

Drax was ‘a man of great possessions, he regarded them as a trust. He was a 

model landlord, for him the welfare of his estates had ever  the first call on the 

produce and only when that claim was satisfied was their owner to be 

considered.’ 

He died in October 1967 at the age of 87 years. His grandson, Richard Drax, is the 

current owner of the Charborough Estate and MP for South Dorset. 

When you next drive past the ‘brick wall’ or go to the Drax Hall, give some thought 

to Admiral Acronym and his contribution to the nation and the local community. 

PHIL VENTHAM, 01929 471215 

(Some of the information in this brief article is drawn from a forthcoming book 

about the 200 or so men from Bere Regis who served in the Great War.)  

 

Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 

mailto:g.lewis515@btinternet.com
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In January 1917, Captain Plunkett, now Drax, took 

command of a Light Cruiser, HMS Blanche, 

although he played no further part in naval actions 

during the remainder of the war. At the end of the 

war, Reginald was appointed as the first Director of 

the new Royal Navy Staff College at Greenwich. 

Intellectually, he stood out from amongst his fellow 

officers and his agile  and analytical brain proved 

to be a stimulus to the future generation senior 

naval commanders. He then had the tricky job as 

President of the Inter-Allied Control Commission in 

post-war Berlin followed by command of the 

battleship, HMS Marlborough in the Atlantic Fleet. 

He was Commander–in-Chief America and West 

Indies and then Commander-in-Chief Plymouth for 

3 years. He was promoted to Rear Admiral in 1928 

and to Vice Admiral and a Knighthood in 1932. 

In August 1939, under the threat of impending war with Nazi Germany, Drax led 

the high level Anglo-French Mission to Moscow to try to persuade the Soviets to 

join in a tripartite alliance against the Nazis. Negotiations came to an abrupt halt 

after 2 weeks when the Soviets unexpectedly signed a pact with the Nazis. 

Humiliated and alarmed, the Allied Mission aborted and withdrew. War broke out 

a few weeks later. 

He served during the Second World War as Commander-in- Chief of the Nore 

before retiring in 1941 at the age of 61. He then served in the Home Guard in Kent 

and made one further sea-going voyage when he was recalled to act as a 

convoy commander during the Battle of Atlantic. 

What of his role as squire? The title of squire was both archaic and ill-defined. It 

was not a formal or official title but had come about through ‘custom and 

practice’. It was generally used by a landlord living close to a community, very 

often, but not in the case of Bere Regis, in the local  ‘manor house’. The squire very 

often owned many of the tenanted properties in the community and many 

tenants also worked for the squire and lived in tied accommodation. Generally, 

the hierarchical arrangement was benevolent although it could sometimes result 

in dismissals at short notice and the loss of tied accommodation. In the Great War, 

the Parish Magazine for April 1916 records the death of Reginald’s mother, Lady 

Dunsany:    

‘Lady Dunsany was known personally to few of those who lived on her property, 

not because she did not want to know them, but because her health did not 

permit her to  move freely about. We have many things for which to thank her, she 

was most generous in allowing the use of the Drax Hall, no small boon to the parish 

and she gave generous subscriptions to sundry parochial objects. [The Drax Hall 

was used throughout the Great War as a tea room, mainly for the benefit of the 
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy Cancelled 

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup Cancelled 

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup Cancelled 

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup Cancelled 

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

Two sides to a COVID hair cut 

Hair has become quite an emotional issue during lockdown. Feeling good about 

how we look helps us to feel good about ourselves, good wellbeing helps us to 

get through these tougher times. 

Businesses have been 

reopening from lockdown in 

a staged approach, with 

Trading Standards oversight, 

as we all work together to 

restart our economy safely 

while Government gradually 

amend business closure rules. 

At the time of writing this 

Dorset hairdressers and 

barbers, closed since the 

start of lockdown are 

reopening. 

M a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e 

embraced DIY hairdressing, 

attempting at-home trims 

and dye jobs, or growing out a more natural look, but generally we can't wait to 

get back into the salon and into the hands of a professional hairstylist. 

While thinking about our own hair you may not have given much thought to 

Dorset sheep, but our Trading Standards Animal Health Officers have. This is 

because COVID-19 has resulted in a lack of migrant workers coming into the UK 

and when it comes to sheep shearers, that has had quite an impact on farmers.  

Shearers normally arrive in the UK from Australia and New Zealand from spring 

onwards but have been unable to get here this spring. UK based shearers are 

working hard to get around to all the sheep as soon as possible, which has been 

especially important with the hot weather we have had, as shearing sheep helps 

prevents welfare issues from developing.  
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years during training on HMS Ganges) and covered all aspects of practical and 

theoretical seamanship.   

Reginald passed out of Britannia in 1896 as a  Midshipman and was promoted to 

Lieutenant in 1906. It was clear, early in his naval career, that the young 

Lieutenant Plunkett, was destined for the higher ranks of the Royal Navy. His Times 

obituary said he ‘was a man of brilliant and original brain’ who many of his fellow 

officers felt should have succeeded to First Sea Lord when that position became 

vacant in 1939. At his own request, he was sent on the Army Staff course at 

Camberley, a highly unusual request, in order to study introducing staff training 

into the Royal Navy – something unheard of at the time. He published privately a 

book on naval tactics, an action somewhat frowned upon by some of his die-

hard senior officers,  it coming from a relatively junior officer. Nonetheless, 

Reginald was the first of 12 officers to be selected to attend training for the new 

Admiralty War Staff when it was set up by Winston Churchill in 1912. 

He was promoted to Commander during the course and was appointed to the 

prestigious post of the War Staff Officer (Operations Officer) to Admiral Sir David 

Beatty in 1st Cruiser Squadron on HMS Lion, Beatty’s flagship. Reginald served on 

HMS Lion at the battles of Helgoland Bight, August 1914, and Dogger Bank, 

January 1915. In May 1915, HMS Lion took a significant role in the Battle of Jutland 

as Admiral Beattie’s flagship of the 1st Battle Cruiser Squadron. 

Admiral Beattie made specific mention in his despatch of Commander Plunkett’s 

role during the battle: ‘My Flag Commander, the Hon.Reginald A R Plunkett, was 

most valuable in observing the effect of our fire, thereby enabling me to take 

advantage of the enemy’s discomforture.’ Plunkett received the Distinguished 

Service Order (DSO) for his services with Beattie. 

Reginald’s mother, Lady Dunsany, died in early 1916 and the Charborough Park 

estate, which included most of the tenanted properties in Bere Regis, as well as his 

mother’s extensive estates in Dorset, Wiltshire, Kent, Surrey, Yorkshire and the sugar 

plantations in the West Indies, passed to him. A condition of the inheritance was 

that he was to adopt his 

mother’s surnames of Ernle-

Erle- Drax. Thus, his new 

quadruple-barrelled surname 

of Plunkett-Ernle-Erle-Drax 

together with his forenames, 

earned him, amongst his 

naval colleagues, the 

nickname of ‘Admiral 

Acronym’. He was married 

on 15 April 1916 to Kathleen 

Chalmers in Edinburgh and 

lived at Charborough Park. 

 

http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
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The name Drax is familiar to 

most people who live in Bere 

Regis. It is the name of one of 

the village pubs, The Drax Arms; 

it is the name of the village hall, 

the Drax Hall, and the Drax 

monogram and date survives 

on a number of former and 

existing Drax Estate dwellings in 

the village. Travellers to the 

West Country will be familiar 

with the brick wall surrounding 

Charborough Park to the east 

of the village. At 3½ miles long, 

it is said to be one of the 

longest continuous estate walls 

in the kingdom. The arched 

gates to the estate are surmounted by various beasts including the famous five-

legged stag. The annual repairs to the brickwork caused by vehicle impacts are 

nearly as regular as the changing of the seasons. 

But what of probably the most illustrious holder of that surname? Reginald Aylmer 

Ranfurley Plunkett was born on 28 August 1880 and baptised at Holy Trinity, 

Westminster, Marylebone on 8 September 1880. He was born into Anglo-Irish 

peerage. He was the youngest son of  John William Plunkett, the 17th Baron 

Dunsany of Dunsany Castle, County Meath, Ireland. His mother, Ernle Elizabeth 

Louisa Maria Grosvenor, was also well connected with the English and Irish 

aristocracy. Both parents came from wealthy and influential landed families in 

Ireland and England. 

In 1881, the family was living at Dunstall Priory, Kent, the home of Lord Dunsany. 

Reginald attended Cheam School, the well-known preparatory school in Surrey. In 

1894, at the age of 14, he left school and entered the Royal Navy as a Cadet to 

train as a midshipman on the training ships, HMS Britannia and Hindoustan, 

moored at Dartmouth, Devon. In those days it was the practice for young boys 

joining the Royal or Merchant Navies to be sent at the tender ages of 13 to 14 

years to various naval training establishments; potential officers to HMS Britannia, 

and lower deck ratings to various official and privately run establishments such as 

HMS Ganges at Mylor, Falmouth, and TS Mercury at Hamble. The training at these 

establishments, in redundant former wooden warships,  was tough  (testament to 

the harsh routine is the memorial at Mylor to 53 young boys who died over 33 

ADMIRAL ACRONYM – SQUIRE OF BERE 
REGIS 
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From hairdressers to sheep shearing, Trading 

Standards in Dorset continue to work with a wide 

range of businesses to help keep our local 

economy ‘a cut above the rest’.   

To contact Trading Standards please visit https://

www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer or by calling 

the freephone number 0808 223 1133. 

 

 

 

 

Happy Diamond 

Wedding 

Anniversary 

Jackie and Ray Percy are celebrating 60 
years of marriage on Thursday 6th 

August.  They would like to thank their 
neighbours in Stanbarrow Close for all 
their help and support following Ray’s 

recent illness. 

As long standing members of the 
parish magazine delivery team, we 
would also like give them both our 

grateful thanks for all that they do and 
wish them Many Congratulations on 

their special day. 

 

6th August 1960 

 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

One of the bonus rewards of surveying a site in which 

there might be some interesting pottery between 2000 

and 200 years old, and some old tile fragments, and bits of 

broken brick, is the discovery of something never seen 

before. On one of these searches at the beginning of July 

a piece of Calcium Carbonate encrusted flint caught my 

eye. It was about 14cm 

long and I put it in the bag knowing it to be a 

good example of a flint undamaged by the 

plough. When I got back something made me 

clean it before the other 432 finds from that walk. 

As the dusty dirt got washed away something 

unusual and quite beautiful was revealed. It was 

covered on both of the flat sides by carvings of 

foliage, triangles, stick-men, flowers and 

geometric patterns. I couldn't believe my luck as 

none of this was visible when it was still dirty. 

Something convinced me to think of an excuse 

to keep it. The problem now is to try to determine 

if this is Neolithic, as we know that people were 

here something like 5,000 years ago, or whether 

this is perhaps 20th century. There is only one 

man I know who might be able to help as I am 

completely out of my depth with this find. 

Good progress is being made with the first 

edition of the BRHS Bulletin but I won't make any 

promises on the publication date yet. It will be 

available in both "hard copy" and also on-line 

hopefully in a month or two. 

John Pitfield 

Project Secretary 
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This is  the  4th part of the little book ‘Dorset Born’  by  Bill Lucas who was brought up 

in my house on Barrow Hill.  Here he describes not only his father and mother, but 

also the entertaining characters that they were associated with as well as 

household activities.  

THE STORY OF CHILDHOOD IN BERE REGIS 

IN THE YEARS AROUND THE TIME OF THE 
FIRST WORLD WAR  -  PART 4 
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This is fabulous as a pudding or a slice with friends and a cup of 

tea.   "Now we can" 

 4 egg whites 

 8oz caster sugar 

 3-4 drops vanilla essence  

 1/2 tsp white wine 

vinegar 

 4oz chopped toasted 

hazelnuts 

 1/2 pint double cream 

 icing sugar or cocoa 

powder to decorate 

 

Method ( Oven mark 4 or 170c ) 

1. Butter and flour the sides of two  8inch cake tins and line the 

 bottom with a circle of non-stick paper. 

2. Whisk the egg whites until stiff 

3. Add sugar one tablespoon at a time and continue beating until 

 the mixture is very stiff and stands in peaks. 

4. Whisk in vanilla essence and vinegar 

5. Fold in the nuts 

6. Divide the mixture between the two tins and smooth the top. 

7. Bake in the oven for 30-40 mins, then turn out on a rack to cool. 

Whip the cream and sandwich together, add strawberries or crumble just 

a flake then dust with icing sugar or coco powder. 

The meringues can be made a week in advance if kept in an airtight tin. 
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ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR SURVEY 

Dorset’s Police and Crime Commissioner has launched a survey asking residents 

about their experiences of anti social behaviour. The survey asks residents 

whether they have been victims of anti social behaviour, how much of a problem 

they think it is in their area and whether they believe it’s got worse or better in 

recent years. Police and Crime Commissioner Martyn Underhill, who is launching 

the survey today, hopes to gain a broader understanding of the issue across 

D o r s e t  a n d  h o w  i t  a f f e c t s  r e s i d e n t s ’  l i v e s . 

To complete the survey please click on the following link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DorsetASBsurvey 

He said: “Anti social behaviour can make people’s day to day lives a misery and 

can have a devastating impact on individuals and communities.   

“I’ve heard many stories about people’s lives being ruined by incidents of 

nuisance and disorder, so I’m launching the survey to understand the problem in 

more detail.”  The survey will also look into what types of anti social behaviour 

residents think Dorset Police should prioritise, as well as whether people who have 

experienced problems have reported them to the police and other agencies. 

 

The police take responsibility for certain kinds of anti social behaviour – such as 

threatening or drunken behaviour and buying drugs on the street – with 

organisations such as local authorities and housing associations dealing with a 

range of other incidents, such as barking dogs and noisy neighbours. The survey 

will also look into people’s understanding of which organisations they should 

contact when reporting different types of anti social behaviour. 

 

Findings will be used to plan future strategies helping the police work with 

organisations to tackle the problem as well as to brief the county’s next Police 

and Crime Commissioner after forthcoming elections. Mr Underhill previously 

announced he would not stand in the elections, which were originally supposed 

to take place in May but were postponed until May 2021 due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

He said: “We’re trying to get responses from as wide a range of people as 

possible – including people who have been victims of anti social behaviour as 

well as those who may have been perpetrators. “It’s also important that we get 

the views of younger people, as they are often affected by many of these 

problems." 
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