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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 November  

10th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

10th FG: Pauline Hurran:  It’s Beginning to Look a Bit Like Christmas, 

venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 

 

11th AL: Wash Day Blues by ‘the Button Lady’  -  Thelma Johns  

17th Communibus  -  Street Shopping Village  

19th  Salt and Pepper  

20th PiP  -  Children in Need, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

24th Communibus  -  Winchester Christmas Market  

 December  

8th Communibus  -  Salisbury Christmas Market  

9th AL: Christmas AFternoon  

10th PiP  -  Christmas Show 6.00pm 

11th PiP  -  Christmas Show 7.00pm 

12th PiP  -  Christmas Show 2.00pm 

18th PiP  -  Carols and Mince Pies 10.00-12.00 
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I suppose we should always be ready to expect the unexpected, especially when 

we get enough warning.  However, I certainly didn’t expect to be writing this as 

the effects of the coronavirus take a serious hold and we consider the implications 

for us all, both nationally and globally. 

As humans we prosper when we are connected to each other, to touch and love 

is vitally important.  We must now find different ways of remaining connected, 

when words like isolation and restriction are becoming the norm.  Self-help 

community groups are springing up, proving that we want to stay connected, to 

care for the vulnerable and to love our neighbour as we would want to be cared 

for. 

The unexpected is part of life, sometimes it can be lovely things, a lovely gift, a 

helping hand, a telephone call or letter.  At this time of year my thoughts turn to 

the first Easter and how for those at the time something happened that they 

weren’t expecting at all.  This always seemed to happen around Jesus, you’d think 

they would be used to it, but although Jesus knew what he was doing, no one 

Church website:  www.bereregiswith affpuddle.org.uk 
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To encourage awareness of the 

presence of God through worship 
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else really did, he had to keep on saying that he was going to die.  For his disciples 

and followers, the unexpected happened, Jesus, the Messiah, was handed over to 

the authorities by none other than one of his closest friends.  Beaten and abused 

he was then led away to Calvary, where he was nailed to a cross and left to die 

with two criminals.  Just think how they must have felt, all their dreams would have 

been shattered.   

Then on the morning of the third day after Jesus had died, some women went to 

the tomb and found it empty – how unexpected would that have been!  It’s so 

much easier with hindsight because then things that happen aren’t unexpected.   

Amid the worry of the coronavirus I’m sure we will expect to have our hot cross 

buns on Good Friday, and our Easter Eggs on Easter Sunday and hopefully they’ll 

help us to remember Jesus dying on a cross and then rising to new life.  It’s a 

chance for us to say corporately in church or privately, thank you.  Thank you to 

Jesus Christ, who was prepared to endure the very worst that could happen, 

meaning that whatever terrible things may happen in our lives, we can always turn 

to Jesus to be with us and sustain us.   Through the sacrifice that Jesus made we 

know that love always has the last word.  I do hope you manage to stay 

connected in some way to loved ones and to friends and neighbours and wish 

you all a very safe and happy Easter when it comes.  

With blessings, Sandra 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Funerals 

 

At St Laurence’s, Affpuddle 

6th March Kath Wharton 
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Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

 September  

8th Communibus  -  Breamore House and Countryside Museum  

8th FG: Katie Baxter: Autumn Falls  

9th AL: 49th birthday tea, meet our new associate priest  

12th PiP  -  Bere Regis Alzheimer’s Society Memory Walk 10.00am 

17th  Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  Seaton  

27th PiP  -  Macmillan Coffee morning, Lower Hall 10.00-12.00 

   

 October  

6th Communibus  -  Bridport  

13th FG: Denise Jones: Floral Dreams   

14th AL: Alex Betts, guitar entertainment  

15th  Salt and Pepper Club  

20th Hillier Gardens, Romsey  
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DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club 

 

18th Salt and Pepper Club  

23rd Communibus  -  Ottery Nursery, Exeter  

25th PiP Summer Show 6.00pm 

26th PiP Summer Show 7.00pm 

27th PiP Summer Show 2.00pm 

 July  

7th Communibus  -  Portland Bill  

7th FG: Irene Hickson: Chelsea Gold  

8th AL: A speaker from Natural England  

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd Communibus  -  New Forest Lavender  

 August  

11th Communibus  -  Groves Nursery and West Bay  

12th AL: Home Grown Entertainments, bring a pencil and a poem  

20th Salt and Pepper Club  

25th Communibus  -  Sidmouth  
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Doing the normal abnormally 

In developing our responses to Coronavirus 

we are in uncharted territory. The Church of 

Eng land’s  po l ic ie s  c hange as 

circumstances change. What we are doing 

is informed by the best scientific advice 

and government policy. We need a 

corporate discipline about this so in working 

out your church policies please keep to this guidance. Link to diocesan website 

here 

During the recent flooding it was striking that in every affected community 

churches were at the heart of the care and recovery programmes. We are local 

everywhere. With Coronavirus the suspension of public worship the need for 

‘social distancing’ makes this more difficult. It is heartening to see that lots of good 

ideas are being developed locally. In this the social media can be a great 

blessing. 

Good pastoral care is vital for the whole community, especially the most 

vulnerable. Please work with neighbours to care for those most in need. Check on 

neighbours, shop for those staying in, make sure food banks continue to be well 

stocked, form groups to act together, pray for one another. 

Prayer and worship are at the heart of church life. Private prayer has always been 

a core practice. Encourage people to make space for it personally and as a 

household. Use Morning and Evening Prayer if you want to be connected with the 

prayer of the wider Church community. Read the scriptures and hold people and 

events before God and say the Lord’s Prayer. We might also learn to pray with 

others on the phone, in chat groups and the like. Remember especially our health 

care workers, the government and those making decisions about our common 

life.  

Church buildings can stay open for private prayer and in some communities it 

might be possible to advertise when someone can be there for those who want to 

talk in what are often large spaces where ‘social distancing’ is easy. If you do this, 

take care about washing and cleaning. Our churches continue to be good 

places to pray in at the heart of every community. Work cooperatively even when 

it is not possible to do things by being physically together. We need one another, 

particularly in difficult times when we are learning to do the normal abnormally. 

Bishop Nicholas 

BISHOP’S LETTER  

https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/
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Sanctuary Flower 
Guild  

4th No Flowers Palm Sunday 

11th White/Yellow and Blue Please Decorate for Easter 

12th  Easter Sunday 

18th Please tidy our own arrangement Decorators 

25th  Easter Flowers 

Continued 

Readers: 

5th  

Gospel: Mr Croom Epistle: Mrs 

Welton 

 

15th  

Gospel: Mr Smith 

Epistle: Mr Ward 

 

26th  

TBC 

BERE REGIS 
CHURCH ROTAS 

 

 Cleaning Dusting 

6 & 13 April Bernie Lightfoot 

Vikki Mayo 

Sylvia Bayliss 

Philip Robbins 

20 & 27 April Nancy Gibson 

Sue Steggals 

Cecilia Clarke 

Dave Clarke 

4 & 11 May Heather Day 

Len Day 

Eileen Salisbury 

 

Sidesmen 

 

5th 9.15am  Mr House/Mr Bates 
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 May  

12th Communibus  -  Exbury Gardens  

12th FG: Elizabeth Pelley: Innovation  

13th  AL: ‘Red Rum’ a picture story by Jeremy Hoare  

19th PiP  -  Village Quiz, Upper Hall 7.30pm 

21st Salt and Pepper Club  

26th Communibus  -  Lyme Regis  

 June  

9th Communibus  -  Swanage  

9th FG:Open demonstration – National demonstrator Michael Bowyer 

MBE: Designing for Summer, venue Tarrant Keyneston village hall 
 

10th AL: Eyes along the Coast, Tim Colquhoun  



64 

April 2020 

 

DATES FOR  

 YOUR DIARY  
2020 

Key: FG-Floral Group, AL-Autumn Leaves, TA– Twinning, WI-Women’s 

Institute, PiP-Pop in Place, GC-Gardening Club,  BVH-Briantspuddle 

Village Hall Evening Lecture Series 

 

 April  

3rd PiP  -  Easter Bonnet Workshop at Pop in 10.00-12.00 

7th Communibus  -  Forde Abbey and Gardens  

8th A Family Pilgrimage to India, Ian and Di Ventham  

10th PiP  -  Easter Bonnet Parade, Easter Egg Raffle, Upper Hall 10.00-12.00 

14th  FG: Allison Finch: workshop   

16th Salt and Pepper Club  

22nd BVH: High Sheriff of Dorset 7.30pm 

24th PiP  -  AGM 10.30am 

25th Scouts Borneo Breakfast 9.00am 
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Following an announcement on Tuesday 17th March 

2020 by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York  

all Public Worship is suspended in the Church of St John 

the Baptist and St Laurence Affpuddle with Turnerspuddle 

until further notice. 
 

Both churches will remain open during daylight hours for 

Private Prayer.  I am available for pastoral chats on the 

phone or by email, do leave a message if necessary 

and I will get back to you. 
 

Please continue to donate food into the foodbank 

collection box in Bere Regis Church or give to the box 

outside school.  Donations will be put together for those 

who need them in the village and any surplus will go to 

Wareham foodbank as usual. 

The Affpuddle Church foodbank box will now be at the 

Village Hall in Briantspuddle. 
 

Things may change again between printing, delivery 

and you receiving this magazine, we will do our best to 

keep you informed. 
 

Do take care and God bless 

Rev Sandra 
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The memorial Book in the Church (on the window sill beneath the Turberville 

Window) lists names and dates of death of our loved ones.  Sometimes people 

place small posies of flowers next to it around the anniversary of death.  The book is 

updated regularly and the page turned weekly to show every name.  If you would 

like to include someone known to you (there doesn't have to be a connection with 

the Church), please let me know: Sarah Welton, Churchwarden  Tel. 471562 

THE MEMORIAL BOOK 

SANCTUARY FLOWER GUILD 

On Sunday March 8th, Sandra 

kindly invited the Sanctuary Flower 

Guild ladies and their partners to 

tea in the vicarage. She was ably 

assisted by her husband Graham, 

who kept us informed of the 

progress of the Scotland/ France 

Rugby Match.  We had an 

enjoyable afternoon and it was a 

nice opportunity for us all to get 

together. 

 The next event for the Flower 

Guild is Easter and if anyone would like to come and help us we would love to 

have your company. 

 For details of the date and time,  please ring Elaine Standfield on 01929 417774 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Mobile Library Dorset  County 

Council 

01305 

224440 

 dorchestermob

ilelibrary@dorse

tcc.gov.uk 

Alternate fortnights   Car 

park 

Mondays 9.20- 9.50 

Fridays 10.50  -  12.15 

Neighbour Car 

Scheme 

Brenda House 01929  

471255 

 stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Community run transport 

option 

Pop in Place Alison Bennett 472023 3 Rye Hill Close 

BH20 7LU 

popinplace@g

mail.com 

Weekly.  Drax Hall 

Monday and Friday 

mornings  

10.00  -  12.00 

Bere Regis Pre-School 

‘Pebbles’ 

 471334 

 

Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

preschool@ber

eregis.dorset.sc

h.uk 

Providing care and education 

for children from 2 to 8 years, 

including breakfast club from 

7.45 a.m. and after-school club 

until 5 p.m. 

Rotary Club of 

Wareham 

David King 01929 

471087 

Hyde Woods, Hyde 

Wareham, BH20 7NT 

david.king@gb

pltd.co.uk 

www.wareham

rotary.co.uk 

 

Salt and Pepper Lunch 

Club 

Brenda House 471255  stockleyfarmpa

rtners@gmail.c

om 

Monthly, Scout Hut, 3rd 

Thursday. 12.30p.m. 

Twinning Association Jackie Ahern 07876 

577012 

 Jackie.ahern@hot

mal.co.uk 
Meetings and events 

arranged as and when. 

W.I. (Bere Regis) Mrs Dian Pitts 471322  pitts.dian 

@gmail.com 

Monthly, Bere Regis Sports 

Club 

3rd Wednesday @ 7.30 pm 

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Beavers) 

 

Liz Teather 01929 

471216 

 

  
lizteather@hot

mail.com 

Wednesdays 6  -  7  pm 

5¾ - 8 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Scouts) 

 

General or group 

enquiries 

Neal Unitt-

Jones 

 

 

Chris Gall 

01929 

472273 

 

01305 

772634 

  

 

 

 

 

Mondays 7.30 - 9 pm 

10½ or 11 to 14 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Bere Regis Scout 

Group (Cubs) 

Kate Willis 

 

01929 

472787 

 

 

  Thursdays 6.30  -  8 pm 

8– 10½ or 11 years 

Scout Hut, Elder Road 

Kingsbere Explorer 

Scout Unit 

Helen Unitt-

Jones 

01929 

472273 

  Tuesdays 7.30 pm-9.30 pm.  

14-18 years, male and 

female.  Scout Hut, Elder 

Road 

Briantspuddle Book 

Swap Club 

Jenny Beedle 

Angie Talbot 

471002 

472483 

6 Bladen Valley, 

19 Bladen Valley 

angie@ptalbot.

plus.com 

2nd Saturday 10  -  11  am 

Briantspuddle Village Hall 

Chapel Toddlers 

Group 

Suzie Gee 472484 Rose Cottage, Butt 

Land 

suziegtitus3v4@

talktalk.net 

Tuesdays  -  9.15 a.m.  -  

11.30 a.m.  at the 

Congregational Chapel, 

Butt Lane 

Cyril Wood Court 

Monthly Coffee Stop 

    1st Saturday of every 

month from 10.00  -  12.00 

Drax Hall 

(hire) 

Lyn Simmonds 471528    

Dorset Councillor Peter Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage 

West Street 

peterwharf@ho

tmail.com 

 

Kingsbere Quilters Mrs Diane 

Edmonds 

472331 10 Boswell’s Close 

BH20 7JE 

 Monthly   Scout Hut 

1st Wednesday 9.30 am  -  

12.30p.m. 

Milborne St Andrew 

Allotment Society 

Secretary: Sue 

Gould (28 

Stileham Bank, 

MSA DT11 0LE) 

01258 

837575  

Lane End, Milborne 

St Andrew. 

Msa.allotments

@yahoo.co.uk 

A new allotment site adjacent to 

the Sports Club in the village, 

whole plot £30, half plot £20 per 

year.   

CHURCH AND VILLAGE   
 

ACTIVITIES, SOCIETIES, CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS and CONTACTS  
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MAINTAINING YOUR PARISH CHURCH 

The Annual Meeting of 

Parishioners, open to anyone 

who lives in the parish or 

worships in the church.  The only 

business is to elect the 

churchwardens. 

And the Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting (APCM) which 

follows on straight away, is open to those who are on the church electoral roll. 

 

For St John the Baptist, Bere Regis – Wednesday 22nd April, 7pm in church. 

For St Laurence, Affpuddle – Sunday 17th May, 6:30pm in church preceded 

by shortened Evensong at 6pm. 

The business – to keep an overview of how the church is being run by receiving 

reports on changes to the electoral roll, financial statements of the PCC (Parochial 

Church Council) for year ending Dec 31st 2019, the state of the church building 

(fabric), goods and ornaments, the activities of the parish and proceedings of the 

PCC.  To elect representatives to the PCC, appoint sidespeople and the auditor, 

and to question and discuss issues relating to the parish and its life, ministry and 

mission. 

We are always looking for more willing volunteers to join one of the Parochial 

Church Council’s (PCC) in the benefice and If you would like to offer some time 

please do get in touch with either me or one of the Church wardens.  It really is a 

case of many hands make light work. 

Rev Sandra 

 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who supported the Big Pancake Party on Shrove 

Tuesday. 

About 100 pancakes were consumed and £200 was raised! 

All funds raised by the Big Pancake Party support the work of the Church Urban 

Fund's Together Network which operates all over the country supporting projects 

tackling issues such as food poverty. 

Rev Sandra 
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Association 

 

Contact 

 

Tel 

 

Address 

 

E-mail 

 

Meetings/Info 

 

Ancient Order of 

Foresters Court 

Prospect 6575 

Andrew Jones  19 Louise Road, 

Dorchester, DT1 2LT 

andrew@jones

er.freeserve.co.

uk 

Monthly Turberville Court 

1st Monday  -  7.30 pm 

Autumn Leaves Sylvia Bayliss 472697  sbayliss194@ou

tlook.com 

Monthly  - Scout Hut 

2nd Wednesday @ 2.30 pm 

Bere Regis Bell Ringers Adrian 

Standfield 

Jenny Clifford 

471774 

 

  Normal practice night  -  

Wednesdays 6.30 p.m. to 

7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Book Group Janet Gilpin 01929 

471829 

  First Tuesday of the month 

at 2.30 p.m.. Various 

locations 

Bere Regis Primary 

School and Pre-School 

Rachael Brown

-  Headteacher 

471334 Southbrook 

Bere Regis 

BH20 7DB 

office@berereg

is.dorset.sch.uk 

Pre-school and Primary 

School for pupils aged 2+ 

to 11 years 

Bere Regis Floral Group Sue Stone 

 

 

472083 

 

 

97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

2nd Tuesday at 

Winterborne Kingston 

village hall 

Bere Regis Gardening 

Club 

 Sue Stone 472083 97 North Street, Bere 

Regis, BH20 7LD 

susan97stone@

gmail.com 

Monthly.  Drax Hall 

1st Tuesday.  7.30 p.m. 

Bere Regis Strollers Lynda Crisford 471180 11 Bitchams Mead 

BH20 7ND 

Michael.crisfor

d@btinternet.c

om 

Every Tuesday 10.30 a.m. 

Bere Regis Car Park 

Bere Regis Junior 

Church 

Pat Wharf 472246 The Old Vicarage, 

West Street 

peterwharf@bti

nternet.com 

Second Sunday of every 

month in Church 10.000-

11.00 a.m. 

Bere Regis Parish 

Council 

Ian Ventham 

Chairman 

471480 Wateredge, 5A 

Shitterton,  

BH20 7HU 

 Monthly, Drax Hall 

2nd Thursday 

Bere Regis Sports Club 

Cricket 

Football 

Andy Kent 

Herbie Swann 

 

471079 

472812 

 

94 North Street andy@contact.

go-plus.net 

Village football and cricket 

teams for all ages 

Bere Regis Swimming 

club 

Bob Holman 01305 

848262 

Camelot, Affpuddle 

DT2 7HH 

bobdiholman@

btinternet.com 

5.15 p.m.—7.00 p.m. at the 

Purbeck Leisure Centre, 

Wareham 

Bere Regis Wildlife 

Group 

Tony Bates 

 

Mike Gee 

 

471563 

 

07759 

884942 

The Beeches, 

Barrow Hill 

tonybates19@g

mail.com 

mike.n.g@outlo

ok.com 

Meetings arranged as and 

when 
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SMALL ADS

 

Drax Hall 
Available for hire for private 

parties or for regular  

meetings.  

 Large hall and smaller room 

are both available.  The  

latter especially suitable for 

children’s parties.  For  

details of hiring charges etc.  

 

Contact Hall Secretary - Lyn 

Simmonds 

01929 471528 

Computer 

Problems? 
 

Email & internet support 

Wireless networking setup 

PC and Laptop repairs 

Virus and malware removal 

No call-out charge 

Over 20 years’ experience 

Call Alan on : 

01929 480529 
07710 835905 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 

Carpet Fitter 
P J Bushby  

 

All aspects of carpet and 

vinyl fitting undertaken.   

Domestic or commercial.   

Your own materials fitted or 

home selection if preferred.   

Helpful advice always  

available.  The complete  

carpet and flooring service. 
 

01202 624684  

Helen Rigler 

HOLISTIC THERAPIST 
The Egdon Heath Practice 

Winfrith Newburgh 

Offering Reflexology, 

Massage, Reiki and 

Facials 

Over 15 years experience 

01305 854720 

07766 691080 

Improve Strength, 

Balance, Mobility 

and Health   

Join one of my exercise 

classes in Wool, Winfrith, 

Briantspuddle or 

Lulworth 

Contact Elaine on 

01929 462916 

07967 203581 
www.EnergiseWithElaine.co.uk  

Sharon Dobson 

Handmade 
 

Find out how I can help you 

transform the look of your 

home. 

Bespoke handmade curtains 

and alterations, Roman 

blinds, soft furnishings and 

upholstery projects 
 

07960 459834 
sharondobsonhandmade@gmail.com 

 TREE SURGEONS 
Felling/pruning/shredding/

chipping/logging 

35 years experience,  

City & Guilds qualified, fully 

insured, 

Tree Works Application on 

your behalf 
 

Mike and Emma Lucy Menzies 

THE ELM BRANCH 
Tel: 01929 471263  

Mob: 07419312517  

Email: 

michael.menzies@talk21.com 

Claire Myers 

PILATES 
At Moreton Village Hall 

Monday mornings 

9.15  - Intermediate 

10.20  -  Gentle 

email:CMPilates@live.co.uk 

www.ClaireMyersPilates.com 

Toes and Fingers 

Toe and finger nail 

cutting service in your 

own home 

Toe nail cutting £15 

Finger nail cutting £12 

Both treatments £18 
 

Call Kay on  

01202 280482 or  

07968 290333 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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ADVERTISING RATES   
for the year 2020 

  

(Cheques to be made payable to Bere Regis PCC) 
Rates for charitable, community or non-profit organisations are charged at 50% of above. 

 

Full year advertising is based on complete calendar years.  Adverts inserted for part 

years are charged at a pro-rata rate of the full year cost.  Full year advertisers are 
automatically included on both village websites. 

 

For all advertising enquiries, contact the Editor, details on inside back cover. 

Full page, full year £260 Full page, one month £38 

Half page, full year £160 Half page, one month £22 

Third page, full year £120 Third page, one month £16 

Quarter page, full year £98 Quarter page, one month £13 

Small-ads, full year £70 Small-ads, one month £11 
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Phone Debbie Scott FCCA, ATII on 01258 830304 

office@kingsbere.co.uk 

Quality Tax and 

Accounting 

Day and evening appointments available 

KingsBere 

Accountants 
For professional advice, dealing with all 

aspects of accounts and tax 

 

839209 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 
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AFFPUDDLE CHURCH ROTAS 

AFFPUDDLE CHURCH NEWS 

Sidesmen, Lesson Readers, Readings, Intercessors and 
Chalice 
 

Date Time Sidesmen Readers Readings 

5th April 11am A Grindrod R Prideaux Genesis 1: 24-31 

Palm   R Prideaux A Grindrod John 10: 11-18 

Sunday 

 

9th April 7pm Benefice 

Eucharist, 7pm Bere Regis  

Maundy 

Thursday 

 

10th April 2.30pm ‘Last hour at the foot of the cross’ 

Good Friday 

 

12th April 10am E Moriarty S Moriarty Acts 10: 34-43  

Easter  S Moriarty R Gainsford John 20: 1-18 

Sunday 

 

19th April 10am R Killer R Killer Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 

 Intercessions Chalice 

5th April A Grindrod S Moriarty 

12th April E Whatley S Sanderson 

  E Whatley 

19th April M Menzies R Killer 
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Flowers and Cleaning Rota 
 

Date:  Flowers:    Cleaning: 

4 April  Lent, Palm Sunday Nicky Killer 

11 April  Decorate for Easter Lindy Ventham 

18 April     Elizabeth Whatley 

25 April  Vivi Armitage  Vivi Armitage 

2 May  Trish Killbank  Shirley Prideaux 

OTHER CHURCHES NEWS 

BERE REGIS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Sundays 10.30am  Morning Service  taken each week by  visiting  preachers. 

Mondays at 7pm  STS (Search the Scriptures) Youth meeting 

Tuesdays at 9.15am (during term time)  Chapel Toddlers Group 

Tuesdays 6.00pm  Youth Club for young people aged 11-17 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm  Bible Study and Prayer  

Everyone is warmly invited to our Easter Services 

Good Friday 10th April at 10.30am 

Easter Day Sunday 12th April at 10.30am 

 

The following story came from Mission Aviation Fellowship, a Christian missionary 

organisation that uses smaller planes to reach difficult areas all over the world, 

taking in aid and medical staff, and bringing out sick people in need of hospital 

treatment. 

 It also reminded me that to celebrate the millennium, back in 2000, as a church 

we distributed copies of the ‘Jesus’ video to every home in this village.  If you lived 

here 20 years ago you may remember receiving a copy.  It is a dramatised version 

of the life of Jesus.  I wonder if it had the effect on you that it had on the people  in 

this story? 

“Mission Aviation Fellowship staff have been using the ‘Jesus’ film to great effect in 
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All aspects of painting and 
decorating undertaken including 
Domestic, New builds, Refurbs 
and Commercial. 
Qualified and with over 30 years 
experience, will offer friendly 
advice if needed. 

 1st class finish 
 Free written quotes 
 Fully insured 
 No job too small or big 

G P Lewis  

Interior/Exterior Painter & Decorator 

If you require a job done hassle free 

by an honest, friendly tradesman 

please give Gavin a call on 

01929 471704 or 07977 

047314, Email: 

There may well be issues regarding physically placing exhibits in the village hall for 

the show and the judging of cakes, jams, handicrafts, flowers and veg on the 1st 

August, but that is something that will be thought through and dealt with in July. 

However even if it isn’t practicable to judge all entry categories preparing 

exhibits will have provided all of us with something to occupy our time whilst in 

isolation or thinking about coronavirus  between now and the 1st August. 

Two aspects of the show that certainly can be judged, whatever the situation, 

are the photographic section and the Best Kept garden entries. 

The theme for the Best kept garden this year is “Best kept front garden as seen 

from the road” which requires the judges to walk, or drive, around the village a 

few days prior to the 1st August without physically interacting or being in close 

proximity with any resident. 

Similarly exhibits for the photographic section of the show can be submitted and 

judged online.  The topics for the photographic section are “Local Wildlife” and 

“Village Theme” and obviously photographs can be taken in one’s own garden 

or whilst taking exercise around the village, woodland, heath or wherever. 

I hope as many as possible will submit entries to this year’s show and gain the 

enjoyment of doing so, whilst thinking positively  about the future. 

Peter Talbot, Secretary 
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BLADEN SOCIAL CLUB 

Though it may seem that August is a lifetime 

away given the current coronavirus fog 

something that might be a focus to occupy 

us all is preparing for the annual village 

horticultural show on the 1st August.  

What the situation regarding coronavirus may 

be in August is right now impossible to 

estimate but thinking positively about the next 

4 months planning and producing ones 

entries for the horticultural show and the best 

kept garden element of the show are things 

that could occupy a significant amount of 

time and work for everyone and can be 

done in isolation in one’s own garden, house 

or whilst taking exercise around the village 

and surroundings. 
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Papua New Guinea to tell the people about Jesus. The powerful effect of this film 

on the people is described here:- 

‘As the guards who would crucify Jesus took the big nails in their hands, people 

muttered resentment.  Moments later you could see and hear the nails being hit 

by the hammer, securing Christ’s arms and legs to the wood.  The cry of pain by 

the Lord was followed by cries from all around as everyone watches with fixed 

attention. 

At least 500 men, women and children were present that night, and by this time 

they had been watching for an hour and a half.  I had already been exposed to 

the audible expressions from the crowd.  There was a joyful cheer, for example, at 

the sight of the baby Jesus, or clicking with the tongue to show respect when 

Jesus followed John the Baptist into the river Jordan to be baptised. 

And when Jesus spoke to the 

daughter of Jairus   ‘Yu kirap’, 

thus raising her from the dead, 

loud applause was the 

response, causing us all to miss 

the next scene! 

Now we saw the cross being 

hauled by ropes to its vertical 

position, with Jesus nailed on it. 

At this time weeping and 

wailing broke out all around me 

as people, possibly for the first 

time in their lives, realised what 

it meant for a man to be 

crucified. 

At the same time I realised how much I was accustomed to it.  How often I had 

heard about it, read about it?  Yet how long since I had cried about it?  Had I 

perhaps grown cold by allowing the cross to become a mere mental 

acknowledgement of events, leaving out my heart  and feelings?  That night as 

the wailing was going on around me, I asked God to make the cross real and 

alive in my own heart again.” 

As we remember again the familiar story of the crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus, what is our response?  We remember literal events.  These are not fairy 

stories or myths.  There is ample contemporary historical evidence to support 

these facts.  Jesus’ disciples would not have been willing to die for something they 

knew was untrue, but they had seen Him die, and they had seen Him after the 

resurrection.   

The important thing is “Why did Jesus die?”   He took on Himself the punishment 

for all the wrong things that we have done, that separate us from a Holy God.  It is 
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because Jesus died that we can be reconciled to God.  We need to ask God’s 

forgiveness and commit our lives to Jesus,’ so that we no longer live for ourselves, 

but for Him who died for us’.  2 Corinthians 5:15 

May the reality of Jesus’ death and resurrection be yours this Easter time. 

 

Just a Smile 

Bibles that are falling apart are usually read by people that aren’t. 

An evangelist was sitting 

in an aeroplane on one 

of his many flights, quietly 

reading his Bible.  The 

book showed the signs of 

much use, every line was 

underscored in various 

colours.  The passenger in 

the next seat noticing this 

asked the evangelist 

sarcastically whether he 

was the sort of person 

who felt the need to underline all his Bible. 

“No”, replied the evangelist, “only the good bits!” 

 

On the occasion of their golden wedding a couple shared with others the secret 

of their happy marriage.  The husband said, “I have tried never to be selfish.  After 

all, there is no ‘I’ in marriage.”  

 The wife said, “For my part, I have never corrected my husband’s spelling.” 

Joyce Healey 

 

55 

April 2020 

 



54 

April 2020 

 

 

DORSET FALCONRY PARK  
 

Briantspuddle Village Hall 
evening lecture series 

Last month we had a splendid talk 

from Martin Ballam. Martin explained 

how he came to set up Dorset 

Falconry Park at the site at Lewell Mill 

Lane, between Woodsford and West 

Stafford. Martin took time to explain 

to us how the company is focused 

on rescue, rehabilitation, and 

conservation.  

He brought along five of the 130 

birds housed at the park, a Barn Owl, 

Great Grey Owl, Eurasian Eagle Owl, 

American Harris Hawk, and a 

Chilean Blue Eagle. I cannot find 

words to describe how beautiful and 

impressive these birds were. Some of 

these birds has a history of misfortune 

but Martin was able to tell us of the 

p r o g r a m  o f  b r e e d i n g  o r 

rehabilitation, each of which was an 

embarrassing surprise of human folly.  

Take the Vultures which were prolific 

in Asia until carcasses of dead cattle 

which had been administered with Diclofenac were duly demolished resulting in 

vultures subsequently dying from poisoning within six to twelve hours, leaving 

thousands of dead vulture carcases in the surrounding plain. So, these vultures, 

which had been in the “Least Concern” class, were then reconsidered as either 

“Endangered” or “Critically Endangered”.  

But it’s not just birds of prey in the park. Martin’s daughter looks after the butterfly 

garden and Martin is having to read up about all the bats that come to the park. 

The dragon flies also attract interest. The park is set out in mature grounds with the 

aviaries dotted between the trees. It is a home for eagles, owls, hawks and 

falcons plus three species of critically endangered vultures. We sincerely hope 

Martin makes a success at the park in order to continue the work he already 

does and more. Why not enjoy a visit along with a cream tea in the quaint 

tearoom.   
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Kath Wharton 

Kath Wharton who at 102 years of age was possibly the oldest person ever to 

have lived in the village of Briantspuddle.  

She was born Kathleen Ida Randle in August 1917, before the end of the Great 

War. Her father was a telephone engineering manager and her mother was a 

housewife.  They lived in West Bromwich in the West Midlands, where her family 

had always lived. She had an elder brother and a younger sister. 

She was a bright girl and went to the local Grammar School where she excelled 

in sport. She represented the school in hockey and swimming where she won 

several medals and a silver cup for free style.     She also loved literature and 

poetry.  Even at the very end she could remember word for word long passages 

of her favourite poems and Shakespearean soliloquies that she had learned at 

school some 90 years ago. 

When she left school, she learned shorthand and typing, a skill which she 

retained even into old age. She became a shorthand typist at a local firm 

where she made several lifelong friends. It was war time and having passed her 

driving test she volunteered to be an ambulance driver in her spare time after 

work. 

She enjoyed ballroom dancing and would often go with friends to the local 

ballroom at weekends and that is where she met her husband to be, Horace, 

who was a good dancer (he had his own patent leather shoes!) and they 

became regular dance partners.  They married in 1942 and for a few years lived 

with Horace’s mother.  Then, after the war, they had their first child, Roger, and 

a few years later, they bought their first house together built in the grounds of 

the recently demolished Charlemont Hall.   In 1951 their second child, Andrew, 

was born, and it was there that they would stay for the next 30 years.  When 

Roger and Andrew left home, Kath returned to work as a supervisor in charge of 

the typing pool at the local council offices.  

Kath was always busy and wherever she lived she 

always wanted to change things. Every year she had 

a spring clean – and it was a big spring-clean.  The 

carpets would come up, the curtains and nets were 

removed, and whitewash put on the windows.  

Everything that didn’t move was cleaned and it took 

about a week. Finally, all the furniture was put back, 

but not in the same place.  The dining room would 

become the sitting room and the sitting room would 

become the dining room.  Every Thursday was brass 

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 
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cleaning day when newspaper was laid on the floor, all the brasses 

gathered – and there was a lot, and she would methodically polish 

everything with Brasso until they sparkled. 

It was the same with the garden.  She was always wanting to move flower beds, 

make new beds, alter the rockery, change the shape of the lawn. She really 

loved her garden. While Horace did the spade work Kath did the planning. 

Among her many talents was dressmaking and sewing.  The living room floor 

was often littered with patterns to which material was carefully pinned. She 

made all her own clothes, curtains and furniture covers. She and Horace were 

also adept at decorating and they painted and decorated every room in the 

house.  They were a good team.  

Kath and Horace retired at the same time and bought their first car.  Kath was 

the driver, Horace never drove, he was the navigator and petrol monitor, so 

they were a good team at that too. They started to have holidays abroad and 

had a wonderful 5 years of retirement together before Horace sadly died. Kath 

sold the house and moved to Droitwich which was close to where her two sons 

lived.   

In 1990, she moved to Briantspuddle where she lived out her days in the 

beautiful Dorset countryside.  She took up painting and became quite skilful.  

She even sold a few watercolours amid local competition. Her years in 

Briantspuddle were probably among the happiest in her life. 

She was always a churchgoer wherever she lived.  It is where she made friends 

and joined in the local community. Throughout her life it was the church and her 

deep Christian faith that gave her strength, courage and confidence to soldier 

on even at times of great sadness: when Horace passed away and then when 

her younger son died unexpectedly.  She never lost her faith although when she 

reached 100 years she sometimes wondered if God had forgotten her!  

She loved driving and enjoyed exploring the Dorset countryside in her little car. 

She was 94 when she reluctantly gave up driving.  She began to walk to the 

village shop to buy her provisions and morning paper 

and it was at the village shop where she could chat to 

neighbours and catch up on local gossip. She served 

behind the counter at the shop for several years until 

she could no longer see well enough to give change. 

She was a member of the WI and she attended keep 

fit classes in Briantspuddle until well into her 90s where 

she was an example to the younger members. 

OBITUARIES/EULOGIES 
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of both trees and hedges.  The Parish Council has established that Dorset Council 

has the power to enforce work, should this be necessary. 

The April meeting of the Parish Council will take place in Briantspuddle Village Hall 

at 7pm on Wednesday the 8th. Members of the public are welcome to attend 

and will have an opportunity to raise any issues. 

 

Affpuddle & Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Contact Details  

Parish Councillor/ 

Clerk 

Email Address Telephone 

number 

Anna Bendall – Parish 

Clerk 

Affpuddleandturnerspuddleclerk@outlook.co

m 

  

Sue Jones - Chairman Sue.jones@silversands.co.uk 01929 471375 

Charles Barter – Vice 

Chairman 

Charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com 01929 463663 

Lizzie Guinn lizzieguinn@hotmail.com 01305 848916 

Graham Lightfoot glightfoot@glightfoot.plus.com 01929 471498 

Sarah Lowman sarah@keepings.plus.com 01929 472702 

Stuart Chorley Schorley30@gmail.com 01929 472869 

Trevor Poole Trevorpoole100@hotmail.com 01929 471496 
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BRIANTSPUDDLE AND AFFPUDDLE 
NEWS 

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle website: www.briantspuddle.info 

AFFPUDDLE AND TURNERSPUDDLE PARISH 
COUNCIL 

At its February meeting Councillors co-opted Emily Hall of Briantspuddle to the 

Parish Council. There is still a vacancy which could be filled through co-option and 

anyone interested should contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@briantspuddle.info or 

by calling 01305 849596.   

Councillors discussed feedback from the Planning Officer relating to the Decision 

Notice for the planning application for land at Shakes Hole. The application was 

approved due to a new noise assessment having been carried out. This met with 

the requirements of legislation. On that basis, the Planning Committee took the 

view that approving the application to extend leisure activities to 4 days per week 

“would not significantly harm the rural character of the surrounding area.” The 

Parish Council does not share this view and although there is nothing more that 

can be done about this application, the Council will inform local Dorset 

Councillors that it is disappointed that the views of the local parish council are not 

given more weight when planning applications are considered, particularly as 

Dorset Council have said that they want to foster a better working relationship 

with local councils. 

Flooding and the general condition of roads is an ongoing issue in the Parish.  

Previously Highways Officers would visit the parish to take part in a ‘Ward Walk’ 

with Parish Councillors. More recently this has not been the case, but Dorset 

Councillor Peter Wharf has agreed arrange one soon.  This will give all parties a 

better understanding of the issues and priorities can then be discussed and 

agreed. 

Councillors discussed the carbon footprint of the Parish Council.  Work is ongoing 

to finalise figures but the Council plays a small part in contributing to carbon 

emissions.  This being said the Council hopes to encourage other organisations to 

calculate their carbon footprint and aim to reduce it.   

Concerns have been raised relating to the maintenance of trees in the parish, 

particularly those close to roads which may constitute a threat to public safety.  

The Parish Council is in discussion with Dorset Council about the matter.  There is a 

leaflet on the community website which offers guidance about the maintenance 
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She had a wonderful sense of humour and never tired of listening to 

the 1960s “Beyond the Fringe” and the piece read by Alan Bennett 

called “Take a pew”.  She had memorised most of the words and always 

laughed no matter how many times she heard it. 

She enjoyed word games and crosswords and completed the crossword in the 

paper every day.  This along with reading novels and passages from the Bible 

kept her mind agile. 

Eventually she could no longer see well enough to read and became 

dependent upon outside help so it was with great sadness that she finally 

agreed that the time had come to move into a home where she would be safe, 

warm and looked after round the clock. At the care home in Sherborne she 

made some friends and there was always activity around her to keep her 

occupied. She was very well cared for and passed away peacefully on 8th 

February. 

She was laid to rest in Affpuddle churchyard on 6th 

March.  It was a calm day; the sun was shining, the 

daffodils were out and as the coffin was slowly 

carried slowly from the church to the grave, a robin 

was singing loudly as if to bid her farewell. What a 

lovely send off. 

Roger Wharton 
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When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

BERE REGIS FLORAL GROUP 

The April and May meetings of the Floral Group are 

cancelled.  Further information about future events will 

be communicated in due course, either directly to 

members or through this magazine. 
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MILBORNE MOVIES 

Cancelled until further notice. 

CASTLE PLAYERS  - LYTCHETT 
MATRAVERS 

Castle Players are very sorry to announce that due to the 

current situation, we are postponing our May play, Ghost 

Writer, at Lytchett Matravers hall. We hope to be putting it 

back on at the end of the year, and will keep you all informed 

via this mag, or on our webpage castleplayers.com. Thank you for your 

understanding. 

 

 

£
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 

News around the world is currently focussed on the 

spread of the Coronavirus Covid-19. I know that 

many constituents have concerns about the impact 

if the outbreak spreads further. The Health Secretary, 

Prime Minister, Chief Medical Officer Prof Chris 

Whitty & Chief Scientific Advisor Sir Patrick Vallance 

have been outlining the governments’ action plan 

to tackle the virus, following advice from medical 

experts. The government will only take extreme 

measures if the medical evidence shows that it will 

be helpful, and people should follow the advice 

given at each stage. This is a very fast-moving 

situation, and by the time you read this, I have no doubt that the situation will 

have changed significantly. The Government has been clear that it will make 

decisions following the latest scientific advice from experts. I believe that this is a 

sensible approach. 

We all know that washing our hands is a 

vital part of preventing the spread of the 

virus, and when that is not possible, to use 

an alcohol-based hand gel. Ideally, you 

should wash your hands when arriving at 

work or home having been out, after 

coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose, 

and of course after using the toilet and 

before preparing or eating food. It is 

difficult not to touch your face, but the 

virus can be spread by getting it on your 

hands and then into your eyes, nose or mouth. It gets easier with practise to stop 

touching your face. Masks will only have limited effect in healthy people – but if 

a medical professional advises you to wear one then do so. 

If you are asked to self-isolate yourself or your family, follow the guidance that 

you have been given. This is to protect you, but also to protect more vulnerable 

people everywhere. We should all also be aware that friends and neighbours 

may need support at this time – perhaps with dropping off shopping, or a phone 

call to stop people getting lonely.  

The entire government are focussed on dealing with this virus, as well as local 

authorities, the NHS and everyone across health and social care. Actions will be 

taken based on the best medical and scientific advice, with consideration for 

what is best for the population as a whole.  
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Michael Tomlinson MP 
holds regular surgeries 

in the constituency.  For 
details of forthcoming 

surgeries or to make an 
appointment, please 

contact his office. 

  

 

 

Michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk 

01202 624216 

www.michaeltomlinson.org.uk 

 

@Michael4MDNP 

LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

I was pleased that the recent budget focussed heavily on supporting 

communities, businesses and the wider economy through the pandemic. This is a 

global pandemic and I am pleased that the Government has taken decisive 

action to shore up our economy and help those most affected. 

You can find up to date information on the situation online, and if you feel unwell, 

initially your best place for advice is the NHS 111 website https://111.nhs.uk/ Do 

not go to visit your doctor unless advised to. As always, in life threatening situation 

call 999, but please do save this for emergencies only.  

There is general advice and information here https://www.gov.uk/guidance/

coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  

And travel advice here:  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

and here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus  

I hope that by the time you read my next column the worst will be over, but in the 

meantime, take care of yourselves, families and neighbours, and keep washing 

your hands.  

If you have an issue that you need help with, please email me on 

michael.tomlinson.mp@parliament.uk or contact my office on 01202 624216. You 

can also follow what I’ve been doing on Twitter @Michael4mdnp or Facebook 

www.facebook.com/michael4MDNP 
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Bere Regis Folk Night is held every 3rd Tuesday of the 

month in the Stable Bar (the old skittle alley) of the Drax 

Arms, West Street, Bere Regis.  It is a non profit making 

evening and aims to bring live music at little or no cost into 

the village.  You can hear a wide range of music from folk 

to rock played by local people who are there by invitation 

only. It is a non profit making evening, most artists play for 

free and no charge is required.  Occasionally there will be 

a small charge to cover the costs of those 

artists who charge for their performance. 

Refreshments are readily available from the main bars of the Drax 

Arms. 

 

Tuesday 21st April 2020 

at 8pm in the Stable Bar of the Drax Arms. 

There will be no entrance fee on this occasion. 

 

Purbeck Storm are a five piece band, play a lively mix of original, 

contemorary and traditional English, Irish and American Folk- 

roots.  From riotous drinking songs, sing-along favourites, spirited 

songs of defiance and dissent, to songs of dark murder. 

Mc Flute are a duo made up of Terry on guitar and vocals and 

Crispin on flute.  Regulars on the Dorset folk scence and we 

welcome them back to our Folk Night. 

Andrew Helson mult- instrumentalist who plays a mixture of Irish 

and Folk songs. 

Alan Winter who sings and John House who accompanies 

him.  They both play the guitar. 

We look forward to seeing you on this occasion.  If you have never 

tried the venue you will be most welcome and perhaps you will 

find it most enjoyable. 

THE BERE REGIS FOLK GROUP 
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DORSET COUNCIL- WEST PURBECK REPORT  

Coronavirus 

The Council is prioritising its workforce to 

help the most vulnerable in society who 

may be finding life difficult at the 

moment. We can add nothing further to 

the advice that is being issued by the 

Government and would urge people to 

watch the news for the latest 

developments. There is a great deal of 

advice on how people can protect 

themselves online at www.nhs.uk/

coronavirus. 

 

Tax on Empty properties 

Most people will be aware that we have a very major housing shortage in Dorset. 

At our recent full Council meeting we approved a variety of incentives designed 

to encourage people with houses not to leave them empty for long periods of 

time thereby bringing them back into the Housing market. One of the approved 

initiatives relates to long-term empty 

properties incurring an increase in 

council tax. Councillors approved, in 

addition to the existing premium on 

properties empty for more than two 

years to charge a council tax 

premium of 200%, effective from 1 

April 2020, if the dwelling has been 

unoccupied and unfurnished for at 

least 5 years and to charge a 

council tax premium of 300%, 

effective from 1 April 2021, if the 

dwelling has been unoccupied and 

unfurnished for at least 10 years. At 

the date of writing this article, there are approximately 176 properties that have 

been empty for at least two years. 

 

Broadband  

I have informed BTOpenreach that we are very dissatisfied with their service and I 

will be talking to our MPs and hopefully to a Minister to try to get a greater 

 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
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appreciation of the difficulties with communications in our rural areas and to get 

government to provide greater support to Dorset. We are left with little real 

alternative to BT for Broadband installation, so we need to put real pressure on 

them. Please email me with any examples you may have, and I will pass them on 

where I can. 

 

Domestic Abuse 

We have been awarded nearly £1Million to address Domestic abuse. 

The funding has been awarded by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government (MHCLG) to continue work focused on early intervention and 

education, breaking down barriers faced by those in our most hard to reach 

communities and support people experiencing domestic abuse and keep them 

safe in their homes. Since starting, the project has already trained more than 170 

champions across Dorset, made nearly 100 homes safer and increased awareness 

across health services and the community. Anyone who is experiencing domestic 

abuse can contact the confidential, free 24-hour helpline on 0800 032 5204 or by 

visiting www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dvahelp 

 

The Asian Hornet 

They are an unwelcome 

invader they will eat all kinds 

of pollinators, but their 

favourite food is honeybees. 

They also have a very nasty 

sting. The Asian Hornet is 

about the size of a wasp. 

They are dark black/brown 

with an orange band on the 

fourth segment of their abdomen, they have yellow legs and an orange face, their 

wings are slightly longer than their body. The queens will come out of hibernation 

in the next two months and start laying eggs in nests which can be found in towns 

and the countryside. Sightings of the Asian hornet should be reported to 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk with details of the location and a photo of the insect. A 

bee inspector will be come out to verify the sighting and call in a team to 

eradicate the nest. 

 

Peer Review 

We recently completed a Peer review where a small team of members and 

officers from across the country reviewed our services and our ambitions. We were 

very pleased to report that they are pleased with our progress to date and the 
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What better way to spend an afternoon with the children, than making 

Easter Biscuits. They can have fun decorating and making stencils to cut 

around. 

 

 200g/8oz butter 

 150g/6oz caster sugar 

 2 large egg yolk 

 400g/14oz plain flour 

and extra for flouring 

 1 level tsp mixed spice 

 1 level tsp ground cinnamon 

 2-4 tbsp milk 

 

Method 

Preheat oven 180c/350f/gas 4 

lightly grease two baking trays lined with baking parchment 

Beat together the butter and sugar until light and fluffy. 

Beat in egg yolk 

Sieve in flour and spices and add enough milk to give a fairly soft dough 

and bring together using your hands, to make a soft dough. 

Lightly flour the work surface and roll out to a thickness of 5mm/1/4 inch 

( it might be easier to do in two batches) 

Cut into what ever shape you want, bunnies, chicks, eggs. 

Bake for 10-15 mins.  Remove from oven and lift onto a wire rack to cool 

Let the fun start with decorating and enjoy. 

 

mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
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VILLAGE WEBSITE 

Rodney Osmond is doing a fabulous job in keeping the village website up to 

date with all the latest information about village services and support during the 

coronavirus situation.  Go to bereregis.org and click on the button 

 

23 

April 2020 

 

attached links give details of the issues they suggest we should explore and also 

the action plan we have developed in response to their findings. This has been 

shared and agreed with all members. 

L i n k  t o  P e e r  C h a l l e n g e  F e e d b a c k  R e p o r t  -  h t t p s : / /

moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s17910/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-

challenge-appendix1-feedback-report.pdf  

Link to Peer Challenge Action Plan - https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/

documents/s17911/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-challenge-appendix2-action-

plan.pdf  

 

Surgery  

We frequently and happily hold meetings with our constituents at a time and 

place that is mutually convenient to one or other of us. However, for the moment, 

we are restricting our meetings to a minimum, however we would be delighted to 

ring and talk to you. We will respond to any email or telephone request. Please 

ring or email us with the subject matter so that we can prepare ourselves. Peter’s 

email address is peterwharf@hotmail.com telephone 07986600799 and Laura’s is 

cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk  telephone 07814 569563. 

Peter Wharf & Laura Miller, Dorset Councillors for West Purbeck 

 

When you respond to advertisers, do please tell them you saw 

their advert in this magazine  -  it helps them monitor the 

effectiveness of their advert and helps us generate more 

advertising revenue!! 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s17910/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-challenge-appendix1-feedback-report.pdf
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s17910/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-challenge-appendix1-feedback-report.pdf
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s17911/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-challenge-appendix2-action-plan.pdf
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s17911/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-challenge-appendix2-action-plan.pdf
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s17911/2020-01-28-cabinet-peer-challenge-appendix2-action-plan.pdf
mailto:peterwharf@hotmail.com
mailto:cllrlaura.miller@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
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BERE REGIS NEWS 

The Parish Council met on Thursday 12th March 2020 at the Drax Hall. 14 members 

of the public were present. The next meeting will be on Thursday 16th April at the 

Drax Hall, starting at 7pm. All parishioners are very welcome to attend and to take 

the opportunity to raise any matters or concerns at the start of the meeting. 

 

Parish Forum Saturday 16th May 

We hope to be holding (subject to whatever 

restrictions are by then in force) our annual Parish 

Forum for all residents to attend on Saturday May 

16th at the School. The agenda will include: 

• A talk about May’s Wood by Anne Brummer, 

Chief Executive of the Save Me Trust, a 

conservation and wildlife charity established by Dr 

Bryan May 

• A talk by Michael Tomlinson MP 

• Presentation of local volunteer awards 

• Presentation about the need to cherish and 

conserve our local SSSI, Black Hill 

All community organisations are cordially invited to attend and to set up stands to 

promote their activities to residents. 

 

BERE REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:  Ian Ventham  471480 ianrventham@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman:  Bryan Benjafield  07969 

770890  

bryan@cheapprintingdorset.co.uk  

Parish Clerk:  Amanda 

Crocker  

472327 bereregispc@gmail.com 

Websites: www.bereregisparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.bereregis.org 
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BERE REGIS HISTORY SOCIETY 

We held our February meeting on the 26th, and despite a 

very cold evening we had a good gathering of members at 

the Village Hall. 

Since the previous meeting the Archaeology Section had 

found another 647 items in our winter searches. These 

included over twenty pieces from the actual Roman Villa 

found on the surface in early February, most with cement-mortar attached to the 

flint pieces from the original walls. 

We had a "live" sorting of more field-

walking finds to show how these are 

separated and their ages determined of 

about 400 items ranging in ages from the 

1960s to way back to the third or fourth 

Century. 

Additional finds and material donations 

dating to the Second World War were 

shown, and we concluded with a slide 

show of photographs taken in 1970 of 

buildings around the village, most not 

before seen by many members. 

All are welcome to our meetings, on the fourth Wednesday of the month, in fact 

two new people came along this time with one becoming a member straight 

away. The attendance fee for a single visit is just £2, but there is a discount for 

subscribing to twelve attendances of £15 per year. 

John Pitfield 

Project Secretary 
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DORSET TRADING STANDARDS 

Dorset Council Trading Standards Service check and approve 
businesses so you don’t have to. 

For more information visit www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk or 
call 08454 040506.           

To report or seek advice about problems you have 
experienced when dealing with a trader call 08454 040506.  

New freephone number for the Citizens Advice Consumer Service: 0808 223 1133 

This is who to contact with consumer problems, where consumer advice is 

needed or if you want to report something to Trading Standards?  

 

There is a new freephone number for residents to use to call the national Citizens 

Advice Consumer Service – this service is funded by central Government and is 

the first point of contact for any consumers needing advice on unfair trading, or 

unsatisfactory goods and services they have bought, or to report a matter to local 

Trading Standards, at Dorset Council. 

This replaces the normal rate 03454 04 05 06 number, which will still work and carry 

an introductory message to invite callers to make use of the freephone number. 

An adviser will answer your call as soon as possible, usually within a few minutes. 

Once you are speaking to an adviser your call should take an average of 8 to 10 

minutes. 

Calls are free from mobiles and landlines using the new number: 0808 223 1133. 

More details on the Dorset Council website, Trading Standards pages: https://

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/trading-standards/

trading-standards-consumer-advice/trading-standards-consumer-advice.aspx .  

To enable Trading Standards to investigate offences and intervene in appropriate 

cases, referrals from Citizens Advice are made electronically overnight or by 

instant call contact where required. 

 0 8 0 8  22 3  1 1 3 3 
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http://www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk/
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/trading-standards/trading-standards-consumer-advice/trading-standards-consumer-advice.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/trading-standards/trading-standards-consumer-advice/trading-standards-consumer-advice.aspx
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/business-consumers-licences/trading-standards/trading-standards-consumer-advice/trading-standards-consumer-advice.aspx
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Bere Heath Broadband 

We heard from a resident in Bere Heath about an initiative he and the other 

residents in that area have taken to investigate having fibre optic broadband 

capabilities extended to serve the 6 houses in the area who presently do not 

have broadband. The cost to do this will be approximately £2,000, and the Parish 

Council has offered a grant of £900 to the company which they have had to set 

up to facilitate this, to go towards the cost and ensure that all future residents in 

that area will also benefit from these amenities. 

 

Community Self Help Scheme 

In light of recent events, and as you will already have heard, we are launching a 

self-help scheme within the parish called BereConnect which will create a 

network of willing volunteers able to collect prescriptions, deliver shopping and 

help with small tasks for residents who need to self-isolate. Details of this scheme 

are being circulated via posters, leaflets to all households and through the 

Facebook group. If you have any queries, or would like to offer your help, please 

contact Councillor Ventham on ianrventham@gmail.com. 

 

Digital Champions 

Councillors Ventham and 

Mathers have recently 

joined Dorset Council’s 

D i g i t a l  C h a m p i o n s 

scheme, which aims to 

help get older residents 

skilled in using computers 

and the internet, and we 

hope in due course to be 

able to run a workshop or even regular meeting, within the village. 

 

VE Day Celebrations Friday 8th May 

There are a number of celebrations being planned (subject to whatever 

restrictions are by then in force) by organisations within the village to celebrate 

the 75th Anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May. Further details will be released 

nearer the time, but the Scouts will be holding events during the day and into the 

evening, along with a ceremonial ringing of the church bells and a lighting of the 

Beacon. If residents in areas around the village wish to hold their own street 

parties to mark the occasion, the council will be delighted to help with any 

planning and road closures involved with this. 
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Dorchester 

Framing 

Picture and framing service 

with a wide selection of 

mounts and frames. 

Open most days but best 

call first before making a 

special trip. 

joan@dorchesterframing.com 

 

The Old School House 

Tincleton DT2 8QR 

01305 848909 
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Open Spaces 

In addition to some scrub clearance, the environment and wildlife group has this 

month completed the coppicing of a section of the of the overstood hazels along 

Bere Stream between the Shitterton road bridge and the Jubilee bridge. This will 

allow much more light to reach the stream which will benefit the rich aquatic life 

that our stream is well known for. It also creates an attractive alternative pathway 

close to the stream. We would like to thank the small but energetic group of 

volunteers who done a great job to improve our environment. 

Bryan Benjafield 

Unfortunately we had to cancel our meeting in March 

because the speaker from the Dorset and Somerset Air 

Ambulance Charity was unable to attend due to the 

Coronavirus. 

This was rather unfortunate as we were intending to use 

the meeting to ensure the future of the Club following 

the death of our Founder and President, Kath Jeeves. 

However, all the members were sent details of the proposals for their 

consideration, together with a series of questions about their view of the meetings 

and the things that make Autumn Leaves so enjoyable. 

It is early days yet, but most of the replies that have come in so far have been 

very enthusiastic about the club continuing in its present form, so we must be 

doing something right! 

Also they all like the name “Autumn Leaves", so I don't understand why it seems to 

deter people from joining us!  Those who have never been say that the name 

reminds them of something old and wrinkly, and that they would never go to a 

club for old people, BUT the members who come are young at heart, with lively 

attitudes and enjoy socialising with like-minded people.  Although it was originally 

designated for the “Over 60's", the members would like to see younger people 

there, so if you are over 50, over 40, or even 30, do come along and see what we 

have to offer. 

In view of the current uncertainty, whether or not we hold the meeting arranged 

for Wednesday 8th April, is still in the balance, however if you wish to know more, 

please call Sylvia on 472697 to find out. 

 

AUTUMN LEAVES  
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BERE REGIS WILDLIFE AND 
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

With brighter, longer and warmer days the signs of 

Spring are now all around us. The bluebells will soon be 

adorning our local woods, the first swallows will be 

arriving, other birds will be active building their nests. 

You should be able to see many if not all of these 

sights along the riverside path, helped by the 

conservation work our volunteers have been doing over the past years to create 

a wider range of habitats.  

There is a lot of action going on in the village nature reserve at present. Frogs 

have found the pond on Souls Moor where there is now a seething mass of 

tadpoles. This is good because there are many reports of no tadpoles or frogs in 

garden ponds. 

Beside the streamside walk the 

bright reddish coloured fungus, 

S a rc osc y ph a  c oc c i ne a , 

commonly known as the 

Scarlet Elf Cup, has made its 

appearance – see photo. 

Legend has it that elves use the 

little cups for drinking!  They 

grow in clusters on dead wood 

particularly hazel and quite 

often hidden under leaf litter. 

Apparently they make a 

‘puffing’ sound when they 

explosively release tiny spores. 

So if you hear strange noises when walking along the track it will either be that or 

the elves partying.  Incidentally this fungi are not poisonous. 

 

Conservation Working Parties  

At the March wildlife group volunteer work party we tidied up the rest of the 

coppiced area along the originally very shaded part of the stream between the 

Jubilee and Shitterton bridges. Then we continued clearing an area which was 

previously an open area between the pathway and the stream. In keeping the 

undergrowth in check along this very wet area we plan to maintain a balance 

between creating more open areas for wildflowers to flourish and leaving denser 

areas for small mammals and hedgehogs. Where we cleared some now flooded 

areas near the pathway there has been a marked improvement in the flowering 
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GARDENING CLUB 

What a great turnout for our talk on Pests 

weeds and climate change .  I hope you 

all enjoyed it. 

 It seems as though it might stop raining We have dry weather forecast for the 

next six days . 

 Looking to the future is not an exact science at the moment.  We might all be 

told to stay indoors and go into self quarantine.  I know the Flower arranging 

meeting for April has already been cancelled.  The only silver lining from my point 

of view is that we may be able to get out into the garden and do all those jobs 

we didn’t do last autumn because of the rain.  I might even tidy up and have a 

throw out in the Garden Shed and my flower arranging cupboards.  I might plant 

more vegetables we might need them. 

At the time of writing our next meeting is still on and we are planning to have a 

talk by Tony Bates on Wildlife conservation Gardens.  Tony has been a judge of 

the Gardens entered into the Dorset wildlife Trust competition so he will be 

showing stunning pictures of some of the entries in  that competition last year. 

I will be in touch if circumstances change but I think we should keep going as 

long as we can but we must try and follow best advice at the time.  Corona virus 

sounds like a type of flower.  Maybe there will be a rose named after it at 

Chelsea this year.  Who knows by the time you read this item Chelsea will 

probably be cancelled.  All I can say is keep smiling and keep gardening.  

 Susan Stone 
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of marsh marigolds and blach pondrush. 

The last working party of the season will be held on Saturday 4th April. We will be 

fencing off part of the pond at Souls Moor. The pond was dug for two reasons. 

One – to provide the ponies with a constant source of water; Two – to establish a 

new wildlife habitat as the still water of a pond is beneficial for plants and 

amphibians that cannot survive in the moving waters of the river. The pond has 

been a success on both counts. However, the surrounds to the whole pond are 

being trampled by the ponies, which means that marginal plants are having 

difficulty in establishing. To overcome the problem we intend to fence off part of 

the pond and its immediate margin to prevent trampling by the ponies when they 

return in the summer. Easy access will still be available to much of the pond to 

allow the ponies to drink.   

Do join us on for the working party on Saturday 4th April. We meet by the stream 

bridge near to the Scout Hut, Elder Road at 10am or you can find us on Souls 

Moor. We normally finish about 12.00. All are welcome – young (under 16s should 

be accompanied by an adult). If you have a spade, fork, hammer or 

sledgehammer please bring them with you – if you don’t, no problem we’ll have 

some spares along with other necessary tools. 

 

Spring Migrations 

It’s the season for migration with lots of birds either 

leaving our shores to breed in the Artic (eg Brent 

Geese – they love our warm winters!) or arriving 

for the summer having spent the winter months in 

Africa (eg Swallows – they hate our cold winters!). 

The first swallow is typically s early April. Do look 

out for the first Swallow along with other migrants 

– such as Swifts, House Martins, Cuckoo and 

Chiffchaff. Let us know about your local wildlife 

sightings so we can get a better idea of what’s 

around in our area.  

 

Plant Viruses 

It is not only humans and animals that can contract viruses. Plants do too. The 

virus Xylella fastidiosa is one of the biggest risks to the UK horticultural industry and 

the wider garden and natural landscape. It infects a wide range of plants 

including many species which grow wild and in our gardens, such as cherry, 

hebe, lavender, oak and rosemary.  The bacterium causes symptoms including 

leaf scorch, wilt, dieback and plant death. Unfortunately these symptoms are 

easily confused with stresses such as frost damage and drought, or other plant 

diseases and thus not easy to spot. Xylella is spread between plants by insects 

such as froghoppers and leafhoppers which feed on infected plants but cause no 
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Could the ALEXANDER 

TECHNIQUE help you? 

Learning the technique will enable you to 

realise that the way you stand & move can 

be the cause of pain & tension 

The BMJ gave 

AT positive 

results in their 

Back Pain trial 

01929 298 323 

0770 441 9200 

Jeannette Martin MSTAT 

 

No VAT – Fully Insured   

Part P Compliant 

Free Estimates   

All Work Guaranteed 

Paul Martin 
Electrics 

07788 185048  

01929 289323 

paulmartinelectrics@outlook.com 

 Consumer Unit (fuse 

board) Replacement 

 Emergency call-out 

Service 

 Additions and 

Alterations to Existing 

Installations 

 Portable Appliance 

Testing 

Local BH20 electrician,  with over forty years’ 

experience offering:- 

 

damage in themselves. However, long-distance movement of the disease is most 

likely to occur through international trade in infected plant material. 

Xylella is native to the Americas where it causes disease in many crops including 

citrus, coffee and grapevine. Until recently Xylella was absent from Europe but in 

2013, Xylella was identified as the cause of death of olive trees in Italy. Since then 

it has been found in France and Germany (on oleander and polygala), on 

numerous ornamental plants (including cherry trees) in the Balearic Islands, and 

has been confirmed in an almond orchard in Alicante, mainland Spain. 

Fortunately, Xyella has not been identified in the UK to date. As a gardener, the 

most beneficial action you can take is to ensure that any plants you buy have 

been sourced and grown in the UK. When buying plants, check the label and if in 

any doubt ask the nursery or garden centre.  

 

Contact Us 

If you would like to know more about the work of the Wildlife and Environment 

Group or to be included on our mailing list, please contact:   

Tony Bates at tonybates19@gmail.com /  01929 471563  

Amy Yates at AmyEyeats@hotmail.com or  Mike Gee at mike.n.g@outlook./com / 

0775 988 4942. 
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President  - Ian Spalding 

Captain -  Neil Middleditch 

Vice       -  Matt March 

Secretary - Guy Storey 

Treasurer - Peter Cheeseman 

Golf Days held every month, usually the last Friday, from February through to October.  

Membership currently full.   Contact Guy Storey – 471041 for waiting list and details. 

R  O  G  S 
c/o Mr G R Storey, Secretary 

9 Boswells Close, Bere Regis, BH20 7JE 

Telephone:- 01929 471041 

www.bereregis.com   e-mail:  golf@bereregis.com 

V E N U E S   2020 

Date Venue Trophy Winner 

6th March Ferndown Golf Club Members Challenge Cancelled 

27th March Rushmore Golf Club GRS Trophy  

24
th
 April Came Down Golf Club Jim Corbin Cup  

29th May Salisbury and South Wilts GC Ex-Landlord’s cup  

26
th
 June Ashley Wood Golf Club President’s Cup  

31st July Bulbury Golf Club Memorial Cup  

28th August Dorset Golf and Country Club Captain’s Cup  

25
th
 September Lyme Regis Golf Club Whitbread Pairs  

30
th
 October  Dibden Golf Centre Zoom Trophy  

Mini Tour  -  12th-14th June  - Llandhydrock GC |  AGM  -  11th November  -  

Bere Regis Sports Club |   Christmas Cup of Good Cheer and Presentation Evening  

-  5th December at Wareham Golf Club | 
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BERE REGIS 
SURGERY NEWS 

Practice Easter Opening 
hours 

The Practice will be closed Friday 10th 

and Monday 13th April.  The Practice will 

re-open Tuesday 14th April with a sit and 

wait clinic if you wish to see a GP.  We accept patients onto the site and wait list 

from 8.20 – 9.30am.  Whilst the Practice is closed, please call 111 if you need 

advice, and 999 if you have a medical emergency. 

 

Learning Time – Practice closed 

We are provided with protected training time (no phones and surgery doors 

closed) by the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG).  During this time Practice 

phones are transferred to the Out of Hours service (111).  We have just received 

our dates for 2020/21 which are listed below. This information is also on our 

website and will be advertised closer to the date in the waiting room and on the 

front door of the Practice. 

 Thursday 14 May 13.30 – 16.30 – Practice re-opens 4.40pm 

 Wednesday 30 September 15.30 - 18.30 – Practice re-opens as usual 

Thursday 1st October 

 Wednesday 9 December 13.30 – 16.30 – Practice re-opens as usual 

Thursday 10 December 

 Tuesday 25 February 15.30 – 18.30 – Practice re-opens as usual Wednesday 

26 February 

 

E-mailing your prescription request  

We would like to remind patients that Dispensary have their own e-mail address – 

Bereregis.dispensary@dorsetgp.nhs.uk 

E-mails sent to our Reception e-mail address for medication requests and queries 

may not be actioned 

 

From Public Health Dorset: 

You’re invited to a health check  

 

mailto:Bereregis.dispensary@dorsetgp.nhs.uk
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If you are aged 40-74, haven’t had an NHS Health Check in the last five years, 

haven’t got an existing condition such as diabetes or heart disease and haven’t 

had a stroke, then you are eligible for a NHS Health Check. 

The NHS Health Check is a free check-up of your overall health.  It can tell you 

whether you’re at higher risk of getting certain health problems, such as heart 

disease, diabetes, kidney disease or having a stroke.  Please phone Reception to 

find out if you’re eligible or to book an appointment. 

 

NHS Prescription charges  

The NHS prescription charge is increasing to 

£9.15 per item from 1st April 2020 

The NHS prescription charge is a contribution to 

the NHS; it is not a payment to the Surgery or it’s 

dispensary and it is not related to the cost of 

your medicine(s). 

If you need at lest 4 prescriptions in 3 months or 

at least 12 prescriptions a year, you could save 

money with a Prescription Prepayment 

Certificate.  Please ask the Dispensary team for 

more details 

 

CORONAVIRUS 

At the time of writing, cases of Coronavirus are 

increasing and information from the 

Government and NHS England is changing on at least a daily basis. Up to date 

information can be found: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical -events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-

government-response 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
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BEING A SCHOOL GOVERNOR … 
WHAT DOES IT REALLY MEAN? 
CAN YOU HELP?  

Bere Regis primary school has been on a rapid journey of 

improvement, the school and the governors have been through 

a significant period of change over the last two years and we are in a positive 

position where we would like to further strengthen our team.  Being a governor 

can be extremely rewarding, particularly the knowledge you are helping to form 

the culture and vision of the school, and ultimately making sure that all the 

children are given the best possible experience by holding the senior leadership 

team to account.  You don’t need to have a child in the school to be a governor, 

just a keen interest in improving our local school for all future generations.  

We are a proactive team that get involved and make a point of understanding 

the school environment, the challenges it faces and supporting it when required.  

Our role involves financial management, questioning and challenging the head 

teacher and senior leaders to ensure every aspect of the provision is at its very 

best.  We are fully supported by the Wessex Multi Academy Trust in our quest to 

ensure that Bere Regis has a positive outcome at our next Ofsted inspection.  

Ideally, we would like individuals with experience in finance or book keeping, 

leadership and management, or safeguarding.  However, beggars can’t always 

be choosers so we would like to hear from anyone that feels they have some 

spare time, and would like to take an active interest in school improvement.  

Training is provided and support from experienced governors is a given.  The 

amount of time commitment required varies dependent on the specific role 

assigned, and can be discussed and agreed based on your individual skills and 

availability.  The full board meet once per half term for approximately two hours, 

this would be the minimum requirement of time, but ideally you would be able to 

spend some additional time in school conducting learning walks, book looks and 

a variety of other informative activities.   

Please get in touch if you …  

 Would like a new challenge 

 Want to help your local community  

 Have some spare time to dedicate to improving outcomes for our children  

 Want to be part of a proactive team of dedicated individuals 

 Would like to make a real contribution to our school 

 For an informal chat about the roles and what you can do to help, we 

would love to hear from you so please get in touch!!  

Lucy Roberts (Chair of Governors) robertsla@live.co.uk 07770733832.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:robertsla@live.co.uk
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BERE REGIS WI 

Bere Regis WI, along with other organisations in 

the parish, is trying to get to grips with the impact 

of COVID-19 and the implications for our 

members.  Our intention is to follow the 

Government advice, evolving our approach as that advice changes.  Based on 

the current advice, we have decided to cancel our WI meetings until further 

notice.  We will continue to monitor the current health crisis and will keep our 

members informed of any changes or plans.  In the meantime, take care 

everyone and stay safe!   

For details of future meetings, or further information about the WI, please contact 

Di Pitts on 01929 471322 or Moira Mathers on 07900 906278.  You can see more 

about our past meetings and activities on our Facebook page @BereRegisWI. 

 

Knitted blankets  

Currently Alan of 

Rivers of living water is 

unable to take 

anymore blankets so 

we are trying to find 

appropriate places to 

take them. We have 

given some to various 

Care homes and 

Homeless charity , but 

if you know an outlet 

for these please do 

get in touch. Some of our volunteer’s also knit small children jumpers please do get 

in touch if you know a need for these. 

Please do keep knitting as it will be a useful pass time if we become home isolated, 

we can also send good quality knitted items to the hospices to sell on their craft 

stalls to raise money. You can make a change from squares and knit a toy or a 

cardigan if you wish whatever we are given we will put them to a worthy use.  

Alison Bennett  Telephone  01929 472023 
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DRAX HALL  

Coronavirus  

It is now compulsory that all visitors to the hall wash their 

hands on arrival. 

We strongly advise that all user groups put in place their 

own risk assessments. 

Meanwhile cleaning has been stepped up a gear at the 

hall.  

It is very likely that by the time the Magazine is issued that we will have needed to 

suspend using the hall to keep in line with government advice. 

 

The Village Hall AGM has been cancelled for the 6th April and 
will be held later in the year  
 

Village Hall Hiring  

The village hall has two options for hire the large upper Hall at £8 per hour and the 

Lower room at £7 per hour please telephone Lyn Simmonds on 01929 471528 to 

discuss your requirements and view the facilities available. 

 

Defibrillators in Bere Regis All of these are Public Access 
 

Drax Arms West Street 

Visible from street on front wall 
 

The Village Hall North Street 

Visible from Street on front wall 
 

The Sports Club end of North Street 

On Wall of the larger white building near entrance (not the old barn building) 

There is a defibrillator at the Doctors Surgery Manor Farm Road for use by them it 

would only be available when the surgery was open. 

Monday -Friday 8.30- 6.30 Weds 8.30 -4pm 

There is also a defibrillator at the school that would only be available when the 

school is open. 
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POP IN PLACE NEWS 

CORONAVIRUS 

As a community we are facing some challenging and 

difficult times the like of which most of us have never 

encountered, but we are lucky that we have a lot of 

people who are caring and capable in our village and the vulnerable and 

isolated will be able to get help. 

This is the time to check up on your neighbours and look out for each other in 

practical ways like getting shopping or prescriptions exchanging telephone 

number to give a call to help boost morale and combat loneliness. 

The Parish Council have launched a new initiative to help connect the 

Parishioners and the details of this will be available through your doors soon.  

Due to infection Control The Pop In Place are cancelling the following Events…. 

 Easter Bonnet workshop at the Pop In Place  Friday 3rd April 

 Good Friday Easter Fun Morning 10th April  

 Pop In Place AGM Friday 24th April  

 Pop In Place Village Quiz Tuesday 19th May 7.30    

 

Movement to Music at the Pop In Place 

This group has been suspended for the time being but will start again later in the 

year try to  keep active at home as far as possible.  

 

Pop In Performers Group 

Performers group will meet as long as the schools are open if they close and we 

are unable to continue our rehearsals we will need to change the show dates but 

nothing has been put in place as yet,  please see Performers Face Book page for 

updates.  

 

Pop In Place community Café  

The café will be open as long as possible but when the isolation of the over 70’s 

becomes mandatory we will have to stop the café   

 


