“Remember Them”

Bere Regis Scout Group

Community Centenary War Memorial Project
WILLIAM BURT

45583 PRIVATE, 

15TH (HAMPSHIRE YEOMANRY) BATTALION, 

THE HAMPSHIRE REGIMENT
BORN 1892

FAMILY DETAILS 1901 CENSUS

Aged 9, living in Toners Puddle (Turnerspuddle) with his mother Elizabeth (48) whose husband, a farm labourer, was recorded as being in hospital. Living with them were his 3 sisters, Sarah Ellen (27), Elizabeth May (15), both domestic servants, and Lily (12).


DATE & CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH

26 October 1918

Exact circumstances of death not known, but  Heestert village, where William is buried, was taken by Commonwealth forces towards the end of October 1918 as they were pursuing the defeated German forces towards the German frontier. It is likely that William was killed in the fighting for the village. 

He was killed 10 days before the end of the war. 

COMMEMORATED IN HEESTERT MILITARY CEMETERY 
Located south east of Kortrijk, the village was captured in late October 1918. The cemetery was created in February 1919 on the orders of the Burgomaster when the nearby fields were being cleared of bodies resulting from the fighting in the local area in October & November 1918. There are 127 Commonwealth soldiers buried or commemorated of which 26 are unidentified. There are also 57 German war graves.

AGE AT DEATH

26 years






