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GEORGE HENRY BOWDITCH

2666205 GUARDSMAN

5TH BN, COLDSTREAM GUARDS
Born 1925


FAMILY DETAILS 
Eldest son of Harry and Mary Louisa Bowditch. Born in Briantspuddle, moved in1932 to the Old School House in Shitterton. Attended Rye Hill School and played football for both the school and for Dorset. Left school aged 14 in 1939 and worked in the market gardens of Bedford and Jesty in Bere Regis, then in the building trade in Bovington. Enlisted aged 18 on 28 June 1943 in the Coldstream Guards.

 Killed in Normandy a year and a day after enlistment 


DATE & CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH
29 June 1944

Circumstances not known, but probably killed in the battles that were fought in the area around Caen following the breakout from the Normandy beaches after D Day on 6 June 1944


BURIED IN ST MANVIEU WAR CEMETERY, CHEUX, NORMANDY

Those buried in St Manvieu Cemetery died for the most part in the fluctuating battles from mid June to the end of July 1944 in the area between Tilly-sur-Seulles and Caen in Normandy. There are 1,627 Commonwealth burials , 49 of them unidentified.

AGE AT DEATH

19 years

Another man from Bere Regis, Frederick Lovell, who was the same age as George Bowditch, was killed 12 days later and lies in the same cemetery. Did they know each other as youngsters in the village?







